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In the pre-oviposition period of 3 to 4 weeks the adults feed
extensively (Harley, 1969). Although the lower epidermis is left
intact when the beetles feed, it eventually collapses, and an

irregular hole is then left in the leaf.

Both species exhibit facultative diapause.i The onset of diapause
coincides with a fall in temperature, a shdrtening day-length, and
the onset of unthriftiness of the plant. The entire adult

population of O. scabripennis goes into diapause from early winter

to the middle of spring, but part of the U. girardi population
remains active during this period in Australia (Harley, 1969). In
South Africa very little activity, except occasional feeding by the
adults, has been observed in winter. Both beetles have three

generations per year.

U. girardi appears to prefer semi-shaded cooler conditions and O.

scabripennis exposed hotter conditions (Krauss, 1962; Harley,

1969). In South Africa, the former species is dominant in the
coastal area and the latter in the inland areas, at a higher alti-
tude. The exact longevity of the adults is not known but field
observations in South Africa suggest that it is about three to fourif i

weeks. Diapause lasts 12 weeks or more.
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Insects: Hispids and Teloonemia. Insact exclusion experiment,Letaba, 1978-79.













































































































