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Abstract

PURPOSE:The present study aimed to reveal information about the growth experienced by nursing students through
analysis of free written reports on development. METHODS:Reports were written before the first half and after the second
half of domain-variant practicums that had introduced portfolios. The nursing students' reports were compared to nursing
faculty’s ideas on perceptions of development. Free written data of 84 students and 13 faculty members were analyzed
using quantitative text analysis. RESULTSandCONCLUSION:Analysis of 10 frequently appearing words within the de-
velopmental reports indicated that the perceived growth of students changed from “reflection” to “abilities obtained.” Four
categories were extracted from self-organizing maps from before and after the practicum. Differences were observed in
content perceived as showing growth between students and faculty in overall arrangement of sampled words from corre-
spondence analysis. Knowledge and enhanced skills in nursing tended to be perceived by students as “self-growth,”
whereas faculty were particularly focused on the emotional domain of “sensitivity,” taking into consideration the balance
of the three domains;congnitive domain, affective domain and psychomotor domain.
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