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Preface 

The "International Standing Working Group for the History of Early Childhood 
Education (ECE)" made it their business to develop and support research in the field 
of early childhood education. 
The Working Group is engaged within the "International Standing Conference for the 
History cf Education (ISCHE)", founded in 1979. 
The 4th annual conference of the ISCHE was held in Budapest (Hungary) in 1982 
with the topic "The history of preschool education and its relation to the history of 
education": The results of this conference were published in two volumes and also 
partly in the two volumes of "Historia lnfantiae". 
The important success of this conference made Prof. Otto Vag, Budapest to found 
the "Standing Working Group for the History of Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
within the ISCHE". 
The first meeting of the ECE was in Bamberg (FRG) in 1984. lt was followed by 
meetings in Empoli (ltaly) and Paris (France). The following annual meetings were 
held in connection with the annual conferences of the ISCHE in Pecs (Hungary). 
Joensuu (Finland), Oslo (Norway), Praha (Czechoslovakia), Zürich (Switzerland) 
and Barcelona (Spain). 
The 1 Oth meeting of the ECE will be held in Sopron (Hungary) in 1993, 1 st - 3rd 
september, at the "Benedek Elek" Preschool Teacher Training College. 
At this 1 Oth meeting we are going to present this 1ist of all the contributions to the 
history of early childhood, which have been discussed since the conference in 
Budapest. 
We hope to give with this .index a summary of the accomplished werk to all members 
of the ECE and to create a basis for the upcoming werk of the ECE and its members. 

Frederic Dajez Günter Erning 
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Guidelines 
for the 

International Standing Working Group 
for the History of Early Childhood Education(ECE) 

within the 
International Standing Conference for the History of Education(ISCHE) 

1. The International Standing Working Group for the Hstory of Early Childhood 
Education (in the following called "Working Group") is based within the 
International Standing Conference for the History of Education (ISCHE). 

2. The aims of the Working Group are to develop and support research in the 
field of the history of early childhood education. For this reason the Working 
Group shall arrange the following activities: 

organize periodical meetings and special discussions on issues within 
the research field 
develop research projects 
publish scientific papers presented by the members of the Working 
Group and disseminate regularly informations on the activities of the 
Working Group. 

3. The membership of the Working Group is cipen to all scholars and 
organizations working, teaching and studying in the field of the history of early 
childhood education. 

3.1. To be a member it is necessary to register at the ISCHE secretary and at the 
secretary of the Working Group. 
The meetings are open to observers. 

3.2 Decisions concerning membership procedures are made by the Advisory 
Council. 

4. The governing body of the Working Group is the Business Meeting (for all 
registered members) held on the occasion of the periodical meetings of the 
Working Group. 
Voting members are the registered individual members within ISCHE and the 
Working Group. Decisions are taken by a simple majority vote of voting 
members. 
In the event of a tied vote the chairperson of the Working Group will have a 
casting vote. 

4.1 The Business Meeting shall decide on proposals for: 
members of the Advisory Council (consisting of 7 persons) 
the chairperson and the secretary of the Working Group (elected out of 
the members of the Advisory Council) 
meeting president and theme of the next periodical meeting 
eventual fees and financies 
guidelines (or amendments to these) for the work of the Working 
Group. 
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5. The Advisory Council is responsible for the business of the Working Group 
during the period between two meetings. 

5.1 The Advisory Council is elected for a term of three years, one reelection may 
be possible. 
Nominations for the Advisory Council should be received not later than one 
month before the Business Meeting. 

5.2 The head of the Advisory Council is the chairperson of the Working Group, 
elected by the Business Meeting out of the members of the Advisory Council. 

5.3 The Advisory Council confers with the ISCHE on common interests and may 
take contacts and actions outside these groups to fascilitate the realization of 
the aims of the Working Group. 

5.4 The meetings of the Advisory Council shall be held at least annually normally 
in connection with a periodical meeting of the Working Group. 

5.5 The elected secretary, in cooperation with the chairperson, the meeting 
president and the executive committee of Ische, is responsible for carrying 
out the international activities of the working Group and for the preparatory 
planning of future meetings. 

5.6 The Adivisory Council of the Working Group appoints an editorial committee 
for each publication of the group. 

5. 7 Ad-hoc-committees will be created by the Business Meeting for specific task. 

(Adopted at the meeting in Zürich, August 1991) 
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