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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

The Centre of Mvanced Study in History, A.M,U,. 

Aligarh enrolled me as research scholar to complete the 

course of study leading to the award of M.Phil/Ph.D. 

degree with following topics: 

Ph.D. Topic ; "Interact ion of West Indian (Notably Rajasthan) 

Architecture and Mughal Architecture during 16th & l7th 

Centuries", 

H.Phil Topic : "The Architecture of Fatehpur Sikri". 

The present d i sser ta t ion is based on rny personal 

survey of the buildings t o a c q u i n t myself with archi tectural 

s tyles . In the survey I have made the study of Rajputana-

Gujrat features in the buildings of Fatehpur Sikr i as a 

trainee to take up the main work of the Ph.D. thes i s l a t e r 

on. Besides the survey I have also consulted a l l printing 

material on Fatehpur Sikr i . 



CHAPTER-I 

HISTOiaCAL BACKGROUND 

F a t e h p u r S i k r i i s l o c a t e d a t 27^ + l a t i t u d e and 

77° l o n g i t u d e t o t h e s o u t h - w e s t of Agra a t a d i s t a n c e of 

40 kms. The medieva l town was deve loped on a r i d g e of 

red sand s tone roughly two m i l e s long and a h a l f mi l e wide , 
2 

t o the n o r t h - w e s t of which was a n a t u r a l l a k e (now a dry 

lov/ bed of land) a t which a dam was c o n s t r u c t e d t o meet o u t 

t he p a u c i t y of w a t e r , some t ime when township was be ing 

deve loped . 

Fa t ehpur S i k r i ' s e a r l i e r name was on ly S i k r i which 

e x i s t e d d u r i n g the S u l t a n a t e p e r i o d . ^ During t h e S u l t a n a t e 

p e r i o d down t o t h e end of t h e l 5 t h c e n t u r y v i l l a g e S i k r i was 

under the c o n t r o l of a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ( hakims ) of Bayana 

r e g i o n . Muslim s e t t l e m e n t in t h e a rea began in e a r l y t h i r t 

een th c e n t u r y and c o n t i n u e d d u r i n g f o u r t e e n t h and f i f t e e n t h 

c e n t u r i e s . During t h i s p e r i o d of s e t t l e m e n t , Muslims c o n s -

tjcucted a l a r g e number of r e s i d e n t i a l and r e l i g i o u s b u i l d 

i n g s in the a r e a . The e x i s t e n c e of a mosque and a tomb in 

t h e o ld v i l l a g e of S i k r i a t i t s p r e s e n t l o c a l i t y of Naqar 

c o n f i r m s e a r l y s e t t l e m e n t , 

1. I r f a n Hab ib , An A t l a s of ^^ughal Empire. D e l h i , 1982, P l a t e 
•8A», 

2, Michael Brand and Glenn D. Dowry, F a t e h p u r S i k r i i A 
Source Book, ( ed , ) w i t h c o n t r i b u t i o n s by Z.A, D e s a i 
and A t t i l i o P e t r u c c i l i , M a s s a c h u e t t s , 1985, p . l , 

3 , S. A.A. R i z v i , Fa t ehpu r S i k r i , New D e l h i , 1972, p , 1. 

4. J a t e h p u r S i k r i A Source book ( e d . ) . p , ^ . Fa tehpur S i k r i , n , 9 



Another mosque known as Arribiyawali mosque in the 

Mohalla Shaikh Ghfautwa of old S ik r i town has a Persian 

i n s c r i p t i o n on i t s eas tern wall of the courtyard of the 

mosque^, which mentions the cons t ruc t ion during the reign 

of Sultan Alauddin Khal j i (1296-1316 A.D.). The i n sc r i p t i on 

i s as follows "The bu i ld ing of t h i s mosque was completed 

during the reign of . . . on Wednesday, the 12th of Shawwal 

713 AH (30th January, 1314 A.D.)" (English T rans l a t i on ) . 

Like the mosque there i s a l s o an important tomb 

of Sultan Alauddin K h a l j i ' s per iod a t a short d i s t ance from 

S ik r i on the road side of Agra-Ajmer highway ( a t p resen t 

S ikr i -Bhara t^ur road ) knov.'n as the torrb of Makhdoom Shah. 

This tomb i s probably of Makhdoom Shaikh Tajuddin who died 

a t S i k r i in 721, A.H. (1321-22 A,D.).^ The da te of the 

cons t ruc t ion of the tomb bu i ld ing according t o i t s i n s c r i p 

t ion i s 714 A.H. (1315-16 A.D, ) . ^ I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t accor

ding to the p r e v a i l i n g custom the tomb bu i ld ing might have 

been cons t ruc ted during the l i f e time of the Shaikh. 

1 .V^Eplqraphla Indica : Arabic and Pers ian Supplement (In 
con t inua t ion ot h^igraphia Indo Moslemica), 1930-20, 
published by the Di rec to r General, Archaeological Survey 
of Ind ia , New Delhi , 1987, pp. 31,32. 

2. Ib id , 1913-20, p .20 . 
3 . Fatehpur S j k r i , p . 3 . 
4« /gplqraphLLa Indica (Arabic and Pers ian supplement) 1965, 

P«'50,4n" another.inscriptdLon, dated 714 A.H. i s 
reported to be ly ing in the tomb of Makhdoom Shah of 
Fatehpur Sikr i ." 



Another i n s c r i p t i o n a l evidence i s found on a grave 

which i s s i t ua t ed in the North-west d i r e c t i o n of the tomb, 

with an i n s c r i p t i o n of Shaikh Najmuddin who died in 759 A.H, 

(1358 A.D.).-'-

The presence of the above mentioned mosque and tomb 

b u i l d i n g s suggest the importance of S ik r i as a Muslim s e t t l e 

ment during the Khal j i and Tughlaq per iod as an administrative-

un i t in the Bayana region. 

After Taimur 's invasion (1398-99-A.D,), the Ahadi 

r u l e r s of Bayana declared autoncxny and ruled over the t e r r i t o r y 

fo r about two decades. Sultan Sayyid Mubarak Shah (1421-143 4 

A.D,) and Sultan Bahlol Lodi (1451-1489 A.D,) t r i e d t o keep 

the t e r r i t o r y under t h e i r con t ro l bu t they f a i l ed , Hov.ever, 

the f ie f of S ik r i remained under Sayyid Sul tans for a b r i e f 
2 per iod , S i k r i rose in to prominence with the se t t lement of 

Shaikh Salim C h i s t i . Probably Shaikh Salim C h i s t i s e t t l e d a t 

S ik r i during the reign of Bahlol Lodi. Whe Sultan Sikandar 

1, Fatehpur S i k r i , p , 3 . 

2, Epiqraphia Indica (Arabic and Pers ian Supplement), 1965, 
p , 50 & n, 

3» gatehpur S ikr i j A Source Bpok (ed) . p . 3 ; Fatehpur S i k r i . 
p , 4 , " ~ 



Lodi founded the f o r t a t hi-jrs as Sarkar by merging nine 

parqanas of Sarkar Bayana; S ik r i became the p a r t of 
1 2 

Agra Sa rka r as i t was in Bayana e a r l i e r . 

By the time of the foundation of the Mughal empire, 

S i k r i had already developed a s an important town, Bnperor 

Badur v i s i t e d S i k r i on the eve of Khanwah b a t t l e which was 

fought in i t s v i c i n i t y . On account of the a v a i l a b i l i t y 

of the abundant water a t S i k r i the p lace was selected as 

the b e s t watered camping ground for the imperial army to 
3 

encamp here . After h is v i c to ry in the b a t t l e of Khanwah, 

as a thanks giving a c t , Babur changed the name of the town 

from S i k r i to Shukri ( thanks g iv ing ) . Afterwards Badur 

ordered a garden, an octagonal p la t fonn and a few bu i ld ings 

to be made a S i k r i , and on h i s inspect ion he found tha t 

1. Khwaja Niamatullah, Tarikh-i-Khan Jahan i , Tr, by S.M, 
Imamal-Din, Dacca, I960, p ,190. 

2. Abul Fazl , Akbar Nama, Vol .1 , pp . 105-06; Vol . I I ,pp .530,31 

3 . Babur, Babur Nama, t r , by A.S, Beveridge. New Delhi , 
Reprint 1979, pp,548-49; Akbar Nama, V o l . 1 , pp. 105,06; 
2ayn Khan, Tabaaa t - i -Babur i / t r . by Syed Hasan Askari , 
Delhi , 1982, p . 1 8 1 ; Fatehpur S i k r i : A Source Bpok (ed ) 
pp. 17,18. 

^» Epiqraphia Indica (Arabic and Pers ian Supplement). 1965,p.5C 
( I n s c r i p t i o n dated 933 A.H./1526-27 A.D. (from Fatehpur 
S i k r i ) . Tabaqat- i -Baburi ,(tr.^. p . l s l , Fatehpur S i k r i ; 
A Source Book ^(ed. )̂  p . 3 . 

5. Babur Nama,( tr . ) . pp. 58l , 584, 588; Fatehpur S ik r i : A 
Source Book,(ed. )̂  p . iQ. 



the enclosed garden as well a s o the r b u i l d i n g s were not 

ge t t i ng according to h i s approval and s a t i s f a c t i o n , 

" the ove r see r s were threa tened and punished'.' 

Thus a t S ik r i one garden, one octagonal platform 

in the middle of the lake and one b a o l i (Step-well) were 

made a t h i s o rder . " I t seems t h a t i t i s the same place 

where Babur renounced wine a t the b a t t l e of khanwa and 
2 

ordered the cons t ruc t ion of a well in 933 A.H. (1526-27 A,D.)',' 

The Pers ian i n s c r i p t i o n on the stepped well i s as follows : 

"At the orders of Zahiru*d-Din Muhamrr.ad Babur the conple-

t ion of t h i s well in the year 933 A,H. (1526-27 A,D.) 

a t the time of the v i c t o r i o u s re turn from the b a t t l e 

against Rana Sanga". 

Apart from the above mentioned b a o l i , and a garden 

(Charbagh) , we do not find any o t h e r s t r t ic ture of Babur ' s 

per iod . Probably the s t ruc tu re of Babur ' s per iod , if any 

might have demolished l a t e r on when S i k r i was developed as 

the c a p i t a l c i t y by Emperor Akbar, 

1. Babur Nama ( t r . ) , pp. 615-16; Fatehpur S ik r i ; A Source 
B"ook (ed.O , p . 20. 

2. Babur Nama ( t r . ) , p .552; Fatehpur S ik r i i A Source Book 
(ed.) pp. 24,25. 

3 . Epiqraphia Indica - (Arabic and Pers ian Supnlement) 1967, 
p."5l," 



Between 1530 and 1540, du r ing , the reign of 

Emperor Humayun there were not any a r c h i t e c t u r a l a c t i v 

i t i e s a t S ik r i . But the Mughai's connection with S ik r i 

continued, when the Ertperor Humayun encanped b r i e f l y in 

h i s f a t h e r ' s garden while f lee ing from She r Shah Sur 

(1540-45 A.D,) on h i s way to temporary ex i le in I ran . 

S i k r i again carne into prominence when Ehiperor Islam Shah 

Sur (1542-52 A,D.) honoured Shaikh Salim C h i s t i and 

constructed a Khanqah for him. The o r i g i n a l foundation 
2 

of Khanqah i s probably s t i l l i n t a c t . 

S ik r i was turned in to a g rea t c i t y by Emperor 

Akbar a f t e r the b i r t h of h i s son Sallm a t S i k r i . T i l l 

the age of twentyeight yea r s several ch i ld ren were bom 

to Enperor. Akbar bu t none of thera survived, and he was 

con t inua l ly praying for the survival of a son to derv ishes 

and r e c l u s e s . Emperor a lso prayed to Shaikh Salim C h i s t i 

1. Fatehpur S ik r i ; A Source Book ( e d . ) , p . 3 . 

2. Ibid^ pp. 21,22. 

3. Jahangi r , Tuzuk- i - Jahanqi r i , ed. by Syed Ahmad Khan, 
Ghazeepur, "1863, p . 1; Badabni, Muntakhab-Al~Tawarikh, 
v o l . I I , ed, by Maulvi Ahmad Ali and Captan W,N." Lees, 
B ib l i o th i ca Ind ica , As ia t ic Society of Bengal, Ca lcu t ta , 
1865, pp.112,13; V.A. Smith, Akbar The Great Moqhul 
(1542-1605) , Second revised e d i t i o n . New Delhi 19"62, p , 73; 
Beni Prasad, His tory of Jahangi r , 5th e d i t i o n , Allahabad, 
1962, p , 4 . 
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who was res id ing a t S ik r i and asked the Shaikh, "how many 

sons he would have? The Shaikh repl ied t h a t the Giver 

would bestow three sons on him. The Emperor promised t h a t 

I w i l l make your kindness and f r iendship h i s p ro t ec to r 

and p re se rve r ; and the Shaikh responded by saying t h a t he 

w i l l give the ch i ld h i s own name". Thus one of the wives 

who was pregnant was shif ted to s i k r i near the Khanqah of 

the Sheikh, where he had const ructed a house for her r e s i 

dence, and he himself remained sometimes a t Agra and some

times at Sikri"^. I t was here a t S ik r i t h a t p r ince Salim was 

bom, "On Wednesday the 17th of the month of Rabiulawwal of 

the year 977 A.H. (1569 A,D.) , when seven hours of the day 

had passed the auspic ious b i r t h of p r ince Salim took place 

a t the abode of Shaikh Salim C h i s t i a t Fatehpur". '^ The b i r t h 

1, Tuzuki-Jahanqir i ( e d , ) , p , 2 , 

2. Mutakhab-.al-Tawarikh, Vol. I I , ( e d , ) pp. 112-13; Fatehpur 
" ^ k r i i A Soujxe Book ( e d . ) , p . 27; Akbar the Great Hoqhul 
(1542-1 eosTTp. 73. 

3. Nizamuddin Almad, Tabaqat>.i-Akbari, Vol© I I , ed. by B.De, 
and M, Hidayat Hossin, Royal Asiat ic Society of Bengal 
Ca l cu t t a , 1927-3 5, t r . by B, De and Beni Prasad, Royal 
Asia t ic Society of Bengal, 1927-39, p .356; History of 
Jahanqi r , p . 5. 

4, Muntakhab-al-Tawarikh (ed.) Vol .11, pp.120,124; Muhammad 
Arif Qandhari, Tarikh-i-A}d?ari^ An annotated Transla t ion 
with In t roduc t ion by Tasneem Ahmad and Forwarded by I r fan 
Habib, Delhi , 1993, p . l 6 0 , Fatehpur S ik r i : A Source Book 
(ed.) pp, 356, 502,503. 



chamber of the pr ince i s s t i l l pointed out wi th in a ruinous 

p lace to the Korth East of the Jam^ MasjId and near the 

stone c u t t e r ' s Masj id. The bu i ld ing was o r i g i n a l l y ca l l ed 

the Rang Mahal, 

Thus a t the time of pr ince Salim* s b i r t h S ikr i had 

a small number of b u i l d i n g s . I t was only a f t e r h i s b i r t h 

t h a t the p lace became ausp ic ious and soon turned into the 

c a p i t a l c i t y . The e a r l i e s t Mughal b u i l d i n g s were th€ Rang 

Mahal and Stone C u t t e r ' s mosque of which Stone C u t t e r ' s 
2 

mosque i s the o l d e s t b u i l d i n g . The bu i ld ing being some 

t h i r t y years o l d e r than any o the r s t ruc tu re a t Fatehpur 

S i k r i . " I t was cons t ruc ted by stonemasons on the west of the 

Jami Masjid for t h e i r pa t ron Saint Salim C h i s t i on the rugged 
. •• 3 

rock overlooking the low ly ing ground to the West of the Ci ty , 

and t h i s seems t o be the o r i g i n of the stone c u t t e r s mosque 

which s t i l l e x i s t s to the north of Royal House, This mosque 

1. Histoiry of Jahanqi r , p , 6 , 

2. E, W, Smith, The Moqhul Archi tec ture of Fatehpur S ik r i , 
Par t IV, Delhi , 1973, p ,2 5. 

3 . E, W. Smith, The ^toqhul Archi tec ture of Fatehpur S i k r i , 
Par t IV, p . 25, R, Nath, History of Mughal Archi tec ture , 
New Delhi , Reprint 1994, p.187? Akbar, The Great Moqhul 

(1542^1605), p . 75, 
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i s b u i l t e n t i r e l y of red sand s tone, and was fo r the use of 

the Shaikh, workers. Stone Cut ters and a r t i s a n s and o the r s 

to o f fe r p rayer . I t i s composed of an open courtyard measu

ring 23.27 mts x 16.92 mts and the sanctuary s i tua ted to 

i t s west measures 16,92 mts x 6.16 mts. The mosque i s simple 

in p lan does not c o n s i s t of c l o i s t e r s (Varandah) as any o ther 

parapherna l ia of a standard mosque such as domes above the 

main sanctuary and side l iwans. 

The o t h e r bu i ld ing i s the Rang Mahal/the b i r t h Chamber 

of the pr ince Salim, which i s o lde r than any o the r bu i ld ing 

of the p l ace . I t i s with in a ruinous p lace to the no r th -ea s t 

of the Jama Masjid and near the stone c u t t e r ' s mosque. I t was 

probably constrxjcted by Akbar fo r the purpose near the Khanga 

of the Shaikh.^ 

Thus i t was a f t e r the b i r t h of p r ince Salim t h a t S ik r i , 

which was the dependency of B^yana rose in to a g rea t c i t y . 

Akbar, a f t e r the b i r t h of pr ince Salim, held high f e s t i v a l 

for seven days and in the excess of h i s joy ordered a l l 

1, History of Mughal Arch i tec ture , p .187 . 

2. Nizamuddin Ahmad, Tabaqat- i -Akbari , Vol .11 , p . 3 56; 
Fatehpur S i k r i : A Source Book ( e d . ) , p . 2 8 . 



I I 

p r i s i o n e r s t o be re leased . The Bnperor b u i l t a l o f ty palace 

on the top of the h i l l of S i k r i near the nonestery (Khanoa) 

and ancient chapel of the Shaikh and he led the foundation of 

a new chape l , and of a high and spacious mosque of s tone. In 

the space of about five yea r s the bu i ld ing was f in i shed , and 

he ca l l ed the p lace Fc<tehpur, and he b u i l t a bazar , ba ths and 

a ga te , and amirs, one and a l l , b u i l t themselves towers and 

keeps and lo f ty palaces'*. Del ight fu l p a l a c e s , l a rge stone 
3 

baza r s and beau t i fu l gardens were made, 

Akbar consider ing the v i l l a g e of S i k r i , which was the 

place of p r ince Salim*s b i r t h , lucky for him made i t h i s 

c a p i t a l , ^ and thus the anperor des i red to give outward splend. 

our t o t h i s p lace where h i s sons bad taken t h e i r b i r t h and 

where the holy s p i r i t l ived . An order was issued t h a t the 

supr in tendents of the a f f a i r should e r e c t lo f ty bu i ld ings 

1. Muntakhab-al~Tawarikh, ( e d . ) , V o l . I I , p ,120 , Tar ikh- i 
Aldaari ( e d . ; , p . 160. 

2. Ib id , pp.112-13; Tabagat-i-Akbari Vol .11, p .356. 

3 . Shah Navaz Khan, Maathir-al-Umara , Vol .1 , t r , by H. 
Beveridge, Patna, Reprint 1979, pp. 169^70; Fatehour 
Sikri^ A Source Book (ed.) p , 3 1 . 

4. Tuzuk^i-Jahanqir i , Vo l .1 , p . l . 
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for the use of Shah in shah . All the grades of o f f i c e r s 

and the publ ic genera l ly made dwell ing for themselves 

and a high wall of stone and lime was placed round the 

pa lace , Khanqas schools (madarsas) and ba th s (hamam) 

were cons t ruc ted and a la rge stone bazar was b u i l t . The 
2 

emperor gave i t the name Fatehbad. However, a f t e r the 

conquest of Gujarat the p lace came to be known as Fatehpur, 

In the course of fourteen and f i f t een yea r s , t h a t h i l l , 

f u l l of wild b e a s t s , became a c i t y conta in ing a l l kinds 

of gardens and b u i l d i n g s and lof ty e legant e d i f i c e s and 
4 p l ea san t p l aces a t t r a c t i v e to the h e a r t . 

At t h i s time when upon re turning from Ajmer, during 

Rabi I I of the year 979 A,H./l571-72 A.D., and having 

a l igh ted ma jes t i ca l ly a t the dar -a 1-khi la fa t of Agra, the 

compulsory decree , in 1571 A.D. (Rabi I I , 979 A.H.) for 
5 

the bu i ld ing of the c i t y of Fatehpur S i k r i , was issued so 
1. Akbar Nama, Vol .11 , pp .530 ,31 . 
2. | |bid-
3 . Tuzuk- i - Jahanqi r i , Vol. I , p . 2 , Maathir..ul-Umra Vo l .1 , 

pp. 169,70: Fatehpur Sikr i t A Source Book (ed.) p . 3 1 . 
4. Tuzuk- i - Jahanqi r i , Vo l .1 , p . l . 

5» Tar ikh- i -Akbari (ed.) p .185 , Badauni says t h a t the 
Einperor I n AH 976/1569, A.D. l a id the foundation of 
g rea t ed i f i ce on the mountain near the Khanqah of 
Shaikh (Salim C h i s t i ) , mosque e t c . were conpleted in 
f ive years time and i t was named Fatehpur; "Muntakhab-
al-Tawarikh (ed.) Vol .11, pp.109, 225. " 
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as t o make i t th€ sea t of kingdom (dar~al-mulk)« When 

the engineers (muhandis) of sound judgment drew the 

l i ne of i t s foundation (Khat t - i~asar) an the paper of 

fancy^ he ordered i t to have a tvjo t o th ree Kuroh 

(approximately four to six mile) circumference on the 

face of e a r th , and for houses (Khanaha.) t o be b u i l t on 

the top of the h i l l and t h a t they should layout orchards 

(basa t i r ) and gardens (baghat) a t i t s per iphery and 

c e n t e r . A compulsory decree was issued t h a t nobody should 

o b s t r u c t anyone who wants to b u i l t a house (Khana) within 

the expense of the said c i r c u i t and i t should be e r rec ted 

without any fear of d i spu te in the r e g i s t e r of h i s owner 

ship, so t h a t people may be inc l ined to revive dead land 

and populate them. Then the strove t o b r ing there foremen 

(Vujuh-i-amala), master stone masons (ustadan~i~sang-i-. 

t a r a s h ) , workers in c lay (q i lkar ) , and c o l l e c t o r s 
2 

(muhassi l^n). "A s t a r t was made on the work of auspicious 

beginning and praiseworthy te rmina t ion , and i t was compl

eted within a short per iod of tiroe. The land which were 

deso la te l i k e the h e a r t s of lovers and f a i n t ( l i f e l e s s ) 

1. Ib id , p . l 8 5 ; Fatehpur Sikr i^ A Source Book (ed) , p . 35 . 

2. Ib id . 
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l i k e the work o£ the a r t i s a n s (hunarmadan) a t t a ined 

f reshness , p u r i t y , splendor and value l i k e the cheeks 

of the beau t i fu l and the tu l ip - f aced ones . Trees were 

grown in the environs which had formerly been the hab i t 

a t of r a b b i t s and j a c k a l s , and mosques (masjid) markets 

(bazarha) , ba ths (hamamats), ca ravanse ra i s (Karvan-

Saraha) and o ther f ine b u i l d i n g s (be^ajwere cons t ruc ted 

in the c i t y C.sahr)_". 

In the month of the year 1576-77 A.D. (984 A.H.),an 

another decree was issued for the cons t ruc t ion of market 

place from royal cour t (diwarvi-am) to the Agra gate of 

Patehpur S i k r i , ^ The market place was cons i s ted of the 
3 

rows of shops with lo f ty arches in the en te rances . 

As f a r a s the chronology of Patehpur S i k r i i s conce

rned i t i s d i f f i c u l t to e s t a b l i s h any c l e a r chronology. 

Nonl Fazl and Arif Qandhari s t a t e t h a t the Emperor did 

not o rder work to begin on Patehpur S i k r i u n t i l 1571 o r 

1. Ib id . 

2. I b i d . , p . 186; Patehpur S i k r i ; A Source Book (ed.) p ,3 5. 

3 . Tarikh^i-Akbari (ed.) p .186. 
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1 
two f u l l years a f t e r Salim«s b i r t h . A J e s u i t p r i e s t 

Anthony Won se r r a t e who was a t Fatehpur S ik r i in the 

ear ly years of 1580 ' s , adds t h a t the f i r s t s t r uc tu r e 

b u i l t by Akbar was a small country house of royal 

magnificience t h a t vjas subsequently enlarged in to one 
2 

of the pa l aces . At the end of 1571 Badauni, another 

Akbar 's h i s t o r i a n probably r e f e r s to the same house 

when he notes t h a t one of the pa laces a t Fatel.pur Sikr i 

had been completed. Work on the c i t y , though rapid by 

a l l contemporary accounts, continued well in to the 1570's . 

The Anup Talau was not completed u n t i l l a t e 1575 o r 

1576,* I t i s l i k e l y , too , t h a t many of the bu i ld ings 

described by Qandhari sxoch as Ivankhana, Chahar Suffa 

and Chaharkhana, "̂  which surrounded the courtyard with 

^« ^l<bar Nama ed. Vol. I I , p . 530; Tarikh»i-Akbari ed by 
Muinud Din Nadwi & o t h e r s , 1962, pp. 149-53. 

2. The Coirunentary of Father Monserrate, S.J, on h i s 
journey to the Court of AV^ar, t r . by J . S. Hoyland and 
Annotated by S.N, Banerjee, Oxford Univers i ty P ress , 
London, 1922, p . 36; Fatehpur S ik r i ; A Source Book (ed.) 
p . 26. 

3 . Muntakhab-.al-.Tawarikh (ed.) Vol.11 pp. 139, l40tFatehpur 
s i k r i : A Source" Book (ed.) p . 26. 

4. Muntakhab-al-Tawarikh (ed.) Vol .11, p . 204; Fatehpur 
S ik r i : A Source Book (ed. ) . p . 2 8 . ' 

5* Tar ikh- i -Akbar i , p . l 5 l . 
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the Auup Talau were not f in ished u n t i l then e i t h e r . 

The same i s t rue fo r the Ibadatkhana which was not 

begun u n t i l 1575c a°<^ fo r a large market to the nor th-
2 

eas t of the Diwankhana-i-An (1575-77) ; to one of the 

ga tes facing Agra and comprised a s e r i e s of shops and 

^^^ Chaharsuq were not even given u n t i l 1576-77 and 

the area was not s t i l l under constnoct ion in 1578-79, 

the Jama Hasjid was f in i shed according to a chronogram 
3 

of F a i z i in 1575 and according t o F i r i s h t a in 1576. 

Badauni mentions t h a t i t took five years to b u i l d the 

mosque and was completed by 1579-80 A,D, (987 A,H.) as 

the f i r s t Khutba was read by the anperor from i t s p u l -

p e t in the same year . Salim C h i s t i ' s tomb was not comp

le t ed u n t i l 1580. 

1. Akbar-Nama, V o l . I l l p . 1 5 7 . 

2. Tar ikh- i -Akbar i . p . l 5 0 , t h i s s t r u c t u r e i s a lso referred 
as Dwalatkhana. 

jaT:enpur a iKri ^ea . ; , oeiectea papers from the I n t e m a t i 
onal Symposium on Fatehpur S i k r i on October 17-19, 1985, 
a t Haward Univ. , Cambridge, 1987, p . 2 8 . 

4. Fatehpur S i k r i ; A Source book (ed.) p . 59 . 
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CHAPTER-II 

MAIN BUILDINGS INSIDE THE FORT 

F a t e h p u r S i k r i i s an e x c l u s i v e l y Akbari c i t y . I t 

was e r e c t e d in honour of t h e Shaikh Sa l 'm C h i s t i , who 

had p r e d i c t e d t h e b i r t h of h i - sons t o the c h i l d l e s s 

Enperor and a s such t h e p l a c e was c o n s i d e r e d an a u s p i 

c i o u s one . 

A masonary f o r t was e r e c t e d and two e l e p h a n t s 

ca rved in s tone a t one of i t s g a t e ( H a t h i Pol ) i n s p i r e d 

a s t o n i s h m e n t . I n s i d e t h e f o r t s e v e r a l r o y a l b u i l d i n g s were 

c o n s t r u c t e d and o u t s i d e t h e f o r t , t h e n o b l e s a l s o c o n s t 

ruc t ed a l a r g e nuiiOoer of t h e i r houses ( h a v e l i s ) and a t 

lower l e v e l t h e commoners c o n s t r u c t e d t h e i r h o u s e s . " I n 

t h e neighbourhood i s a t a n k , twelve kos in c i r c u m f e r e n c e , 

and on i t s embankment h i s Majesty c o n s t r u c t e d a spac ious 

c o u r t y a r d , a minar , and a p l a c e f o r t h e game of Chauqan. 

E lephan t f i g h t s were a l s o e x h i b i t e d . In t h e v i c i n i t y i s 

a q u a r r y of red s tone whence columns and s l a b s of any 

d imens ions can be excava ted under h i s M a j e s t y ' s p a t 

ronage c a r p e t s and f i n e s t u f f s a r e woven a numerous handi

c r a f t smen have f u l l o c c u p a t i o n " . 
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The roost ambitious a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r o j e c t of AWaar's 

reign was the c r e a t i o n of an e n t i r e l y new c a p i t a l c i t y 

a t Fatehpur S i k r i . ^ The whole complex of bu i ld ings in 

the newly founded c i t y was completed in a shor t per iod 

of about ten yea r s . The c i t y of Patehpur SiJcri was enclosed 

by a f o r t i f i e d bast ioned wa l l , covering a rec tangular area 
2 which i s almost two mi les long and one mile broad. 

The c i t y wall con t a in s a number of entrance ga tes 

leading to d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s such as on the eas tern 

side^ had Darwaza, Akbarabadi Darwaza, B i r /Sura j Darwaza. 

Chandan Darwaza^ and Qwalior Darwaza, in the western side 

Terha Darwaza and Aimeri Darwaza bes ides the main Delhi 

Darwaza, Delh i , Akbarabadi (Aqra), Gwalior and Ajmer 

ga t e s are ca l l ed on the b a s i s of the roads leading to 

these c i t i e s . The p a t t e r n of the cons t ruc t ion of these 

ga tes i s s imi la r except Akbarabadi o r Agra ga te . All 

these gates have been flanked by semi -c i r cu la r b a s t i o n s 

on e i t h e r s ides and a t the top loopholed in two t i e r 

e f fec t as in the wall a l s o . 

^' JPatehpur S i k r i , Source Book, p , 2 , 

2. Perey Brown, Indian Architecture^j.p.94, 

3 . E.W.Smith, The Moghul Archi tec ture of Fatehpur S ikr i 
Part-Ill, pT597 ; ' • 
Rizvi & Flynn, fatehpur Sikri, p,l6. 



19 

Towards t h e s ide of Agra and in t h e e a s t e r n s i d e of 

t h e c i t y a t P a t e h p u r S i k r i t h e roya l f o r t was c o n s t r u c t e d . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e main e n t r a n c e t o t h e f o r t i s t h rough Agra 

g a t e which l e a d s t o t h e b u i l d i n g known a s Naubat Khana 

(drum h o u s e ) . From Naubat Khana e n t r a n c e l e a d s t o a b u i l 

d ing known a s Diwan-.i-Ain o r Diyankhana and in i t s i n t e r i o r 

a complex of number of b u i l d i n g s l i k e D i w a n - i - k h a s , Stone 

Sea t and P a c h i s t Board, Abdar Khana ( G i r l s Schoo l ) , H iy ra -

i-Anup Talao (Tu rk i sh S u l t a n a s h o u s e ) , Anup Ta lso Hand~i» 

S h i r i n (Sukh T a l ) , T rea su ry of Gold and S i l v e r Co ins 

(JLnkh M i c h a u l i ) , The B n p e r o r ' a p r i v a t e roans : Diwan~i-Khas 

and Khi lwat Khada»i~khas, B a d q i r o r wind Tower (Panch 

Mahal ) , Sunahara Makan (Maryara*s House) , Zanana garden^ 

Naqina Mas j id , Ha ram Sera g u e s t house ( H o s p i t a l ) , upper 

b u i l d i n g s of the n o r t h e r n p a l a c e w a t e r works , H a t h i Pol 

(E lephan t ga t e ) o r c i r c u s ga tes* and beyond t o i t Hi ran 

Minar and Carvan S e r a i w i t h open c o u r t y a r d on one s i d e and 

t o the o t h e r s ide the main we l l of the wa te r works. 

Genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e i n n e r b u i l d i n g s of t h e f o r t s 

MAUBAT KHANA OR NAqQAR KHANA 

T h i s s t r u c t u r e was a l s o -oiown as Chahar sua l i t e r 

a l l y meaning a '•market place** and p r o b a b l y a marke t was 
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held around i t . The eas t west ax i s ninning from the Agra 

gate passes under two splendid t r i p l e arches (the c e n t r a l 

opening somewhat wider) faced with buff sand stone divided 

in to broad and narrow coarses and trimmed with red sandstone. 

But in my opinion i t i s Naubat Khana where drums were 

beaten to announce the a r r i v a l of the Emperor^ as i t i s 

s i tua ted outs ide Diwan-i-Am» which was a place of common 

audience h a l l . The gateways of t r abea te cons t ruc t ion and 

dressed beame are used. The enclosure i t s e l f aligned with 

the Agra gate i s 3 5 metres square, 

Both eas t and west gateways have a la rge open ga l l e ry 

above, covered by tv/o domed Kiosks centred upon the narrower 

archways. The stone s l abs f i t t e d to the ^a l le ry are to s t i 

mulate an archv/ay. These g a l l e r i e s are about 17,30 metres 

by 6,10 metres and are f i t t e d with stone benches fo r the 

musicians . The c a p i t a l s and p e d e s t a l s and the shaf t / as well 

as b racke t s are roughly carved. The carving i s simple and 

the designs of the carving do not suggest any specif ic 
regional inf luence, 

1, S,A.A. Rizvi and Vincent John Adams Flynn, Fatehpur 
S i k r i , forwarded by A.L, Basham, Bccnbay, I975,pp. 18,19. 
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2. DIWAN-I-AM (BARGAH-i-AM) (P la te S) 

This bu i ld ing i s re fer red in the contemporary 

pers ian sources with d i f f e r e n t names i. (^, Daifaar, 

Da rba r i Pad shahi, Dawlat Khai.a, Divan Khana, Sahat and 

Sahan. I t i s s i tua ted to the eas t of r e s i d e n t i a l palace s 

and South-west of Karkhana iii the front side of the 

royal f o r t . I t was a publ ic cour t where Emperor d i s p 

ensed j u s t i c e on a l l m a t t e r s before h i s sub jec t s . I t 

i s cons is ted of a rec tangular open quadrangle, flanked 

by c l o i s t e r s on a l l the four s ides . The c l o i s t e r s are 

s l i g h t l y above the ground l e v e l . The t o t a l c l o i s t e r i s 

cons is ted of one hundred and eleven bays surrounding 

the open cour tyard . The height of the platform of c l o i 

s t e r i s not uniform. I t i s poss ib le t ha t t h i s might 

have been purposely made to a l l o t the place to the 

mansabdars on the b a s i s of t h e i r ranks. The platfoim 

of the western c l o i s t e r s was the h ighes t followed by 

the north and the southern c l o i s t e r s and eas tern c l o i s 

t e r s are of l e s s e r he ight from the ground l e v e l . There 

are four ga tes however one entrance in the north western 

c o m e r remain c losed , and the r e s t three are used for 
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entering the building. The entrance in the western side 

was used by the Emperor, which is on the side of royal 

palaces in the in t e r io r . Almost in the centre of the 

western liwan a raised entrance gate in the form of 

an apartment i s made. In front of the entrance gate a 

raised platform for Bmperor's throne with carved perfor

ated screens on both the sides. 

The p i l l a r s of the c l o i s t e r s are simple. The western 

side p i l l a r s are with square base, octagonal shaft and 

again square cap i t a l . The p i l l a r bases and shafts are 

decorated with f lora l motif. The roofs are f l a t and of 

perfect t rabeate s tyle . The drooping eaves have been con

structed on a l l sides of the c l o i s t e r towards the central 

courtyard. The brackets of eaves are two t i e r in fonn, 

where lower par t consisted of a hanging upper t i e r in 

the form of elephant trunk. In the l ine of the p i l l a r s 

above the drooping eaves are the hooks. Each bay of the 

eastern, western and southern side consis t of a rectan

gular bay probably used by the mansabdars for keeping 

the documents. Western side does not have such recess. 

Each bay has second row of the p i l l a r s which i s in the 
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l ine or pa ra l l e l to the f i r s t row, and half of these 

p i l l a r s are inside the walls. The brackets supporting 

the beams are similar to those supporting the exterior 

beams. Above the roof the parapet i s decorated with f lo ra l 

motif. The roof above the Emperor's seat i s sloping, one 

resembling the thatched roof, and the roof of the rectan

gular entrance gate is vaulted. The roof of the varandah 

to the west of t h i s rectangular room i s also thatched 

type. 

The only noticeable decoration i s found in the per

forated screens of red sand stone on b c h the sides of 

the 5mperor's seat with f lora l and geometrical designs 

(arabesque )in the form of in t r ica te designs. The carving 

of these screens i s f inest in technique and probably 

borrowed from Gujarat. 

The ent ire building of Diwan~L-Am i s in the t r ad i 

t ional Indian s tyle with c l o i s t e r s as main s t ructural 

par t of the building. However roof of the place of 6mpe-

ror '6 seat has been made according to Bengal architecture 

1. Discussed in de ta i l in the next chapter. 
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and the roof of the rectangular entrance gate in the 

tradition of Sultanate architecture, 

3. DIWAN..I-.KHAS (Plate 9 A) 

Div>an-i-khas i s s i t ua t ed to the South-West to 

Diwan-i-;to> in the inner c i r c l e . I t i s a square chamber 

with i t s s ide measuring 13-1? metres ex te rna l ly and 8.74 

metres i n t e r n a l l y in a double storeyed e f fec t frcni ou t 

s ide .^ A huge column, decorated with f l o r a l and geometri

c a l des igns of red sand stone s tands in the cen t r e of 

the chamber and 70.9 cm wide beams r e s t s on i t from the 

corners of the chamber. The column i s of s ing le shaft 

of stone f i t t e d to a separa te base about 20 cm above the 

base . The shaft of the p i l l a r i s square a t lower l e v e l , 

octagonal in the cen t r e and sixteen sided a t the top, 

which i s profusely carved. This column i s surmounted by 

mul t ip le (36) b racke ts f ixed in c i r c u l a r arrangenent 
2 

support ing the c i r c u l a r balcony. This balcony is joined 

by small b r idges ( g a l l e r i e s ) which come out from each 

c o m e r of the square. Probably the c i r c u l a r balcony kept 

1. E.W. Smith, The Moghul Archi tec ture of Fatehpur S i k r i , 
Pa r t I , p ,22 ; Percy Brown-Indian Arch i tec tu re , Vol. 11, 
p .96 ; S, A.A. Rizvi and Vincent J . A, Flynn desc r ibes 
t h i s bu i ld ing as Jewel House and r e j e c t s the name 
Diwan-i-khas without giving us any reasonable explan
a t ion (Fatehpur S ik r i , pp . 38-39). 

2, See d e t a i l s in the next chapte r . 
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6mperor*s seat while the adjoining ga l l e r i e s were occupied 

by the minis ters . 

This building stands on a 76 cm high p l in th and 

has four entrances 2,20 metre wide in the centre of each 

facade with windows f i l l ed in with beautiful l a t t i c e work 

on both sides of the entrances of northern and southern 

facade and on t he i r sides recesses are present. In the 

thickness of the wall of the chamber, 2,22 metre steep 

s t a i r cases are present in the north-west and south-east 

corner of the structure. These s ta i rcases leads to the 

roof and the balcony 71 cm in width which runs around the 

structure in the in te r io r and exter ior of i t on the level 

of the beams leading to the p i l l a r s from a l l comers of 

the building. This balcony further strengthens the double 

storey effect of the building. Just above the ga l l e r i es 

there are cornices in the north-west and south east corners. 

The socket holes in the threshold and l i n t e l s of a l l 

doorways, appear most probably to have been closed by 

doors. 

A low stone ra i l ing surrounds the balcony. Above 

the balcony a simple eave sup orted by the pa i r of brack

e ts is effective. The roof i s almost f l a t but a t each 
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c o m e r a s i n g l e l a r g e k i o s k i s made. The dome of the 

k io sk r e s t s upon the o c t a g o n a l b a s e . As a whole in o u t e r 

appearance t h e b u i l d i n g s u g g e s t a p e r f e c t combina t ion of 

t r a b e a t e and a r c u a t e s t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

Another remarkable f e a t u r e of t h i s b u i l d i n g i s 

foujxl in t h e form of e x t e r n a l double w a l l s w i t h w a t e r 

c h a n n e l s between the two. The w a t e r flowed in t h e s e c h a n n e l s 

d u r i n g t h e summer season which kep t t h e i n t e r i o r c o o l . T h e s e 

c h a n n e l s a re cove red from a l l s i d e s and a r e no t v i s i b l e 

t o t h e v i s i t o r . T e c h n i c a l l y , t h i s i s medieva l system of 

a i r c o o l i n g the b u i l d i n g d u r i n g t h e summer. 

4 . PANCH MAHAL (HAWA MAHAL ) ( P l a t e s , l 0 , l l ) . 

I t i s t o t h e sou th -wes t of Diwan-i-Khas and i s 

a f i v e s t o r e y e d s t r u c t u r e . Ground f l o o r measures 21.59 

m t s , wh i l e t h e e n c l o s i n g w a l l 32 f e e t h igh . I n l e n g t h 

t h e r e a r e IQ p i l l a r s and b r e a d t h t h e r e a r e 9 p i l a r s except 

in n o r t h - e a s t e r n c o m e r the two p i l l a r s a r e no t p r e s e n t . 

The p i l l a r s a r e a t a d i s t a n c e of 223 cm from each o t h e r . 

On t h e ground f l o o r t h e r e a r e t h r e e rows of two p i l l a r s 

and t h e s e p a i r s of p i l l a r s a r e a t a d i s t a n c e of 5 cms. 

The p o i n t where t h e s e doub le rows of p i l l a r s meet a re fou r 



27 

p i l l a r s at the point where there are four p i l l a r s 

in the f i r s t row ot the e^^stem row, a thick 

wall s t a r t s from the east towards the northern structures 

and from th i s point two single p i l l a r are present in the 

wall instead of two p i l l a r s or double p i l l a r s . These pa i rs 

of p i l l a r s are in the f i r s t row from the east , third row 

from the north and western side. Thus on the gixjund floor 

are 88 p i l l a r s instead of 84 p i l l a r s as E,W, Smith gives 

in his book.^ F i r s t storey has 56 p i l l a r s and these are 

jus t above the p i l l a r s of the ground floor and f i r s t two 

rows from the north and west have been l e f t in the f i r s t 

storey. Second storey has 24 p i l l a r s above the p i l l a r s 

of the f i r s t storey; and the f i r s t row from the north and 

f i r s t and second rows from the west of the f i r s t storey 

has been l e f t in the second storey. The third storey has 

12 p i l l a r s and here the f i r s t and second row from the 

north and f i r s t row from west has been l e f t . Finally the 

fourth storey or the top most storey has a cupola on 

the four p i l l a r s (on the middle p i l l a r s of third storey). 

1. E.W. Smith. The Moghul Architecture of Fatehpur Sikri , 
Par t I , p , l 4 . 
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This structure thus gives pyramidal effect from northern 

and western side, 

Ground floor- I t measures 21,59 mts by . 16.81 mts 

and consis t of 88 p i l l a r s . Ttie base of the p i l l a r s i s 

Square with each side of 3 7 cm and base i s 23 cm from 

the ground level i . e . 23 cm high. Rest of the p i l l a r i s 

l9 cm (base of shaft is I9 cm and cap i t a l i s 30 cm and 

Shaft i s I48 cm). The base of shaft and capi ta l are square 

each side measuring 29 cm and 37 cm respectively. Shafts 

are octagonal in shape, 

F i r s t storey i s 16.39 mts in length and 11,61 mts 

in breadth. I t i s the structure of 56 p i l l a r s decorated 

with different motifs. To study the p i l l a r s of the f i r s t 

floor numbers are given to them from south eastern comer, 

Column is monolithic in nature measuring l87 cms (20 cm 

base of shaft, 130 cm shaft and 37 cm capi ta l ) based on 

25 cm high base. Base of double p i l l a r s measures 79 cm 

by 37 cms with a space of 5 cm giving effect of separate 

base for each p i l l a r , VJhile ether single p i l l a r s have 

Square base with i t s side of 37 cms. The brackets are 

seen on the top of the cap i t a l s to support the beams, 
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Base of four p i l l a r s (at two poin ts ) i s single and is square 

in shape v;ith i t s side of 79 cm and space between the base 

i s of 5 cm to give effect of separate base for each p i l l a r . 

The shafts of the p i l l a r s are mostly octagonal. The four 

p i l l a r s in north west corner have c i r cu la r shaft. No two 

p i l l a r s are exactly a l ike . P i l l a r no.l of the f i r s t storey 

i s monlith and and effect of division of the shaft i s given 

by s l ight projection of red sandstone. The capi ta l and base 

i s rectangular. Capital i s single and i s decorated with 

f lora l design. Half of the two p i l l a r s are inside the wall. 

The two p i l l a r s (eastern and v.sstem p i l l a r ) of p i l l a r 

no. 2 are similar, the difference i s in the decoration of 

the cap i t a l . The square cap i ta l i s decorated with f loral 

design of eastern side of the p i l l a r while the square capi

t a l i s octagonal a t i t s base and on the lower side of i t s 

four corners elephant trunk i s engragved and the four 

sides are decorated v/ith kalash motif having lotus in the 

middle of i t s side with f loral design of the height of the 

Kalash, P i l l a r no.3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th are same. The 

octagonal shaft, base of the p i l l a r s i s free from any design 

and cap i ta l i s decorated with f lora l design; and in no,6th 

hanging buds at the base of the cap i ta l are present while 
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in no. 7th we also see Cust̂ ^TcL. Apple (Sharifa) shaped 

design. Shafts of northern end southern p i l l a r no. 8th 

is decorated with same geometrical and f lora l design. 

Capital of the northern side of the p i l l a r i s decorated 

with f lora l design and the top corner shows the trunk of 

elephant while on the bottom of each comer hanging 

Sharif as are present. Southern p i l l a r ' s capi ta l is deco

rated with mango t ree and the western side of the capi

t a l of t h i s southern p i l l a r shows a man plucking f ru i t s . 

The shaft to the p i l l a r no,9th i s decorated with f loral 

design and the cap i ta l i s decorated with banana t ree on 

each side of the cap i ta l and f lora l design f i l l i n g the 

res t of the space. Hanging f lo ra l design from the tcp 

of the comer i s also seen. The shaft of the p i l l a r 

no. loth i s divided into two, lower and upper par t . Lower 

par t is octagonal and half pa r t of the upper shaft i s 

also octagonal while half of the rest shaft i s multiedged 

(16 sided) and the res t i s c i r cu la r . All four sides of 

the cap i ta l shows a Kalash with a f r u i t and with diffe

rent p lan ts on i t s sides. The shaft of 11th and l2th 

p i l l a r i s same. The difference i s in the decoration of 



31 

the cap i t a l . Capital of 11th i s decorated with squinches 

on each sides of the corners while cap i ta l of 12th p i l l a r 

i s decorated with f lo ra l design. The shaft of p i l l a r no. 

I3th i s same as 2nd and cap i t a l is decorated with f loral 

and geometrical design, the base giving the effect of 

lotus . The shaft of l4th, l5th (half of the p i l l a r i s 

inside the wall) and 6th i s l ike 2nd p i l l a r . The capi ta l 

of l4th and l5th (northern side) i s decorated with f loral 

design and on l4th p i l l a r cap i t a l show kalash on i t s 

comers . The cap i ta l of 16th p i l l a r i s decorated with 

f lora l and geometrical designs. The shaft of l7th and 

l8th p i l l a r i s l ike lOth p i l l a r . The capi ta l of l7th 

p i l l a r i s decorated with f lo ra l and geometrical design 

with Kalash motif on each comer while tha t of l8th i s 

decorated with tree with f r u i t s on each side and on 

corner multiedged p i l l a r s (5 sided ) are there. Of 

p i l l a r no.l9th the shaft i s divided into lower and upper 

par t . Lower par t i s monolith, with two pieces effect, 

and half of the upper par t shows squinches while res t 

i s c i r cu la r and cap i ta l is decorated with squinches. 

P i l l a r no. 20th i s l ike l9th here cap i t a l i s decorated 

with geometrical and f lora l design. The northern and 
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Southern side of p i l l a r no. 21st are ident ica l . Here 

shaft i s monolith decorated with some f ru i t (Sharifa). 

Capital i s decorated with Kalash on i t s side and i s 

also decorated with geometrical design. The shaft of 

the p i l l a r no,22nd i s l ike that of p i l l a r no. 8th, 

The capi ta l i s decorated with Kalash an^ Sharifa on 

i t s sice and a pot vjith inver-^ed lotus i s a t the base 

of each comer of the cap i t a l . The shaft of no. 23rd 

i s octagonal and i t i s divide^ into upper and lower 

pa r t . Each side of i t i s decorated with f lora l design. 

The capi ta l i s decorated with banana tree on i t s side 

and depiction of bunch of f ru i t on each comer of the 

cap i t a l . The p i l l a r no. 24th i s same as lOth. The shaft 

of p i l l a r no,25th and 26th i s l ike that of p i l l a r no. 

2nd. Capital of p i l l a r no. 25th i s decorated with 

squinches and geometrical design while no.26th i s 

decorated with f lora l and something hanging on each 

side. The shaft of the p i l l a r no. 27th i s octagonal and 

i s divided into upper and lower par t . Each side of 

upper par t i s decorated with chain and be l l nictif and 

the capi ta l i s decorated with geometrical design. The 

shaft of 28th p i l l a r is similar to that of 2nd. Half 
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of the p i l l a r i s inside the wall and the capi ta l i s 

decorated with Kalash motif on each comer. Shaft 

of the v/estem p i l l a r , of p i l l a r no* 29 i s same as 2nd. 

Here upper par t of the shaft of eastern p i l l a r shows 

division of upper shaft. The cap i ta l i s same as no. 1 

and shaft of eastern p i l l a r of p i l l a r no. 30th i s jus t 

l ike 2nd and we find depiction of squinches on the 

cap i ta l while shaft of western p i l l a r resembles the 

shaft of lo th , and cap i ta l shows f loral design. The 

eastern and western p i l l a r s of p i l l a r no.3l are ident

ica l . Base of the p i l l a r s i s octagonal and shaft i s 

monolith. Shaft i s divided into upper and lower par t 

by Square shaped moulding. This lower and upper par t 

are further divided. Lower par t i s twice divided by 

projecting the octagonal sides and upper par t i s like 

upper shaft of p i l l a r no.10, Capital i s decorated with 

f lora l design. Both the p i l l a r s of p i l l a r no.32, 33,34 

are ident ica l . The p i l l a r no.33 and 34 are same in every 

respect. The shaft of p i l l a r 32,33 and 34 i s l ike that 

of p i l l a r no. loth. The difference i s seen in the-division 

of the shaft of 33rd p i l l a r which i s with f lora l design 

in octagonal shape. Capital of p i l l a r no.32 shows banana 

tree on each and bunch of i t s flower at each comer. 
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Capital of 33 and 3 4 i s decorated with f loral design. 

P i l l a r no.35 has four p i l l a r (a,b,c,d) and 

the p i l l a r no.a and b are ident ica l . The base of shaft 

i s square and shaft i s not ident ica l . Monolith effect 

i s given by decorating i t with serpentine design. The 

capi ta l shows different t r ees on each sixie and f r u i t s 

at the comers . P i l l a r no, c and d are ident ica l . Here 

shafts are divided with octagonal (encarved with serpen

tine design) effect and lower and upper shafts of them 

are decorated with serpentine designs. Capital shows 

squinches. Thus on the p i l l a r s of the f i r s t storey we 

see mostly f lora l and geometrical designs, and also 

banana t r ees , f ru i t s , be l l and chain motif, serpentine 

design and squinches. The columns of t).^ second;^ third 

and fourth floor are octagonax and quite plain. Each floor 

i s protected by a parapet, parapet of the f i r s t storey 

i s decorated with geometrical design. But parapet of the 

second and third storey are in the form of perforated 

screens with geometrical and f lo ra l design, while par

apet of the fourth storey i s l ike tha t of the f i r s t 

storey. The whole structure demonstrates the perfection 

of the trabeate s tyle . The presence of cupola in l a s t 
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Storey p3x»vides i t a b e t t e r e f f e c t . The inver ted l o t u s 

motif with p innacle crowning the dome i s in p e r f e c t 

haunony with the dimensions of the copola , 

5. ASTROLOGER'S SEAT (Pla te 3 , D ) 

In the western side of Diwan-.i-.khas i s a small 

square Kiosk which i s mentioned as a s t r o l o g e r s sea t . 

I t i s ra ised on a pla t form, about 2,72 mts above the 

leve l of the p a c h i s i c o u r t . .The s t ruc tu re i s square in 
2.75 m. 

plan and each side measuring • At each corner of the 

Structure a square p i l l a r i s made, u l t imate ly changing 

the s t ruc tu re in the form of a l a rge Kiosk. All the 

p i l l a r s are of s imi l a r design where the lower half of 

the shaf-c i s square and the upper half i s octagonal,The 

d iv i s i on of the shaft in to lower and upper half has been 

made with f l o r a l mot i fs . The p e c u l i a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

fea ture of t h i s s t ruc tu re i s the f ront and side view of 

the kiosk. On each side we find the s t r u t s mou-ding 

emerging frota the middle of the upper half of each p i l l a r 

and the two meeting in the middle of the beam. These s t r u t s 

are carved b e a u t i f u l l y out of two p i ece s of s tone. 

1. D e t a i l s about the o r i g i n of t h i s type of the Kiosk in 
the next chap te r . 

http://Diwan-.i-.khas
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T h e s e s t r u t s a r e i n t h r e e t w i s t and a r e of s e r p e n 

t i n e fo rm. The f i r s t t w i s t e m e r g i n g from p r o b a b l y c r o c o d 

i l e • s m o u t h and e n d s a t a s q u a r e m o t i f h a v i n g b e l l shaped 

m o t i f on i t s u p p e r and l o w e r s i d e s . The n e c k of t h e 

c r o c o d i l e a l s o shows h a n g i n g b e l l m o t i f . The c a p i t a l of 

t h e p i l l a r s i s o c t a g o n a l d e c o r a t e d w i t h f l o r a l d e s i g n and 

above t h e c a p i t a l a r e t h e b r a c k e t s , w h i c h a r e s i m p l e . 

S u p p o r t i n g t h e beams and t h e d r o o p i n g e a v e s on a l l t h e 

f o u r s i d e s . The roof i s v a u l t e d and i n a p p e a r a n c e g i v e 

t h e e f f e c t o f domed r o o f , t h e b a s e of wh ich from t h e 

e x t e r i o r i s d e c o r a t e d w i t h f l o r a l d e s i g n , g i v i n g t h e 

e f f e c t of t h e p a r a p e t and on t h e t o p i t i s sunnoun ted by 

an i n v e r t e d l o t u s m o t i f w i t h a p i n n a c l e , 

6 . THE AI;KH M I C H A U L I ( THE TREASURY) 

I t ' s name Ankh M i c h a u l i i s t h e l o c a l name g i v e n 

by t h e p e o p l e and a s s u c h , h a s b e e n m e n t i o n e d by , £ . W , 

Smi th i n h i s r e p o r c . The b u i l d i n g may b e e i t h e r t r e a s u r y 

o r f o r some o t h e r s p e c i f i c p u r p o s e of t h e c o u r t . 

The b u i l d i n g c o n s i s t s of t h r e e rooms , a c e n t r a l 

o b l o n g one 5 , 1 0 m t s by 7 m t s w i t h i n t h e w a l l s v/hich 
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are 48 cms in t h i cknes s , with two o t h e r s of corresponding 

s i ze , p ro j ec t ing a t r i gh t angles to i t , and connected 

by a narrow passage 87 cms in width. In t he eas te rn side 

entrance gate i s provided. The whole s t r u c t u r e i s in 

arcuate s t y l e . Above the l i n t e l s of the door ways are 

deep window openings f i l l e d in on the ou t s ide with stone 

t r a c e r y . The roof of the c e n t r a l apartment i s f l a t and 

divided in to f i f t e en panels by means of stone beams supp

orted by the carved s t r u t s r e s t ing on moulded c o r b e l s 

p ro j ec t ing from the wal l . The bottom of each s t r u t i s 

decorated with the head of a trunked monster from whose 

open jaws serpent ine s c ro l l emerges. The d i f f e r e n t panels 

a re ornamented by b e a u t i f u l l y carved flower bosses in 

high r e l i e f . The c e i l i n g s over the o t h e r rooms are concave 

a t the side but are f l a t in the middle. They are a lso 

divided up into pane l s by f l a t r i b s and enriched by flower 

p a t t e r n . The roof i s f l a t made with beams and above the 

Lime mortar p l a s t e r covers , 

7. THE HOSPITAL : 

Like the e a r l i e r bu i ld ing t h i s s t ruc tu re near the 

t r ea su ry bu i ld ing i s a l so known as h o s p i t a l according to 

loca l t r a d i t i o n , which seems t o be wrong. The presence of 

a h o s p i t a l ins ide the f o r t premises does not s u i t accord

ing t o the Mughal cour t custom and t r a d i t i o n s , 
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I t i s at tached t o the western wall of the 

t r ea su ry , and s tands on the nor thern side of the 

quadrangle. I t was gable roofed and divided by stone 

p a r t i t i o n s in to twelve separate rooms, three o r four 

of which s t i l l e x i s t s , each o^ which measures i n to 

4.25 mts by 2,88 mts . On the south side was a spacious 

varandah 3,40 mts in width covered by f l a t roof supp-

r ted on stone l i n t e l s over square s t o n e . p i e r s . There 

was another wing on the west of the quadrangle on 

which side are the t o i l e t s and rec rea t ion grounds. The 

varandah was 3,20 mt in height and to the underside of 

the ridge of the main roof measure 4.75 rats. The roof 

was cons t ruc ted of sol id s labs of stone in f l a t form. 

The ridge was of sol id s tones b e a u t i f u l l y wrought on 

the underside and rebated out to receive the s labs 

forming the roof, and the j o i n t was concealed by a 

stone ins tead of a lead o r a zinc f l a sh ing , crudely 

carved with water leaves in high r e l i e f . The i n t e r i o r 

wa l l s were th i ck ly p l a s t e r e d and around the doors and 

windows were pa in ted oimamental borders in red and 

whi te . For the hanging of c l o t h e s s lender stone brack

e t s were inse r t ed on the s ides of the doorways and the 

recesses , and were carved to represen t the b u s t s horse-

head. At the south-west side of the quadrangle i s a wide 
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and h igh gateway, f l anked on one s i d e by a double s t o r i e d 

chamber, which was used as a g a t e house , 

8 . KHWABGAH (SAHN-i..KHAS) : 

Th i s conp lex h a s been mentioned by Abul F a z l a s 

D a u l a t K h a n a - i - k h a s complex which a l s o c o n t a i n s a t ank 

known as Anup T a l a o . T h i s complex i s in e n t i r e south s ide 

o v e r l o o k i n g t h e c o u r t . I t i s a complex of s e v e r a l b u i l d i n g s , 

h a l l s , c l o i s t e r s (varandahajs) , t e r r a c e s , p a v i l i o n s and 

c u r t a i n e d p a s s a g e s a l l b u i l t i n t h e red sand s t o n e . The 

main b u i l d i n g of t h e Khwabqah h a s f o u r d i s t i n c t s e c t i o n s 

on t h e ground f l o o r . In one of i t s h a l l in the sou thern 

s i d e two s t o r e y e d e f f e c t i s g iven by double c e i l i n g on 

t h e p i l l a r s . 

The d i f f e r e n t p o r t i o n s of t h e s t r u c t u r e h a s been 

ment ioned w i t h d i f f e r e n t h y p o t h e t i c a l names such as 

g i r l ' s school o r Madajcsa, l i b r a r y o r Kutubkhana. o f f i c e 

o r D a f t a r Khana and t h e c e n t r a l h a l l a s Khwabqah. The 

so c a l l e d Tu rk i sh S u l t a n a ' s p a l a c e i s a l s o p a r t of 

Khwabqah. These b u i l d i n g s have been p r o f u s e l y d e c o r a t e d 

w i t h mural p a i n t i n g s . The i n l a y c a r v i n g i s a l s o of ve ry 

s i ^ e r i o r n a t u r e . Some of t h e t e bu i ld ing . - a re a s f o l l o w s . 
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A. THE GIRL'S SCHOOL/MADARASa : 

I t i s t o t h e n o r t h - w e s t t o Khas Mahal / Khwabqah 

measur ing 10 .50 mts by 5.20 mts c o n s t n i c t e d w i t h square 

s tone p i e r s , i t i s c o n s i s t e d of two chambers one measu

r i n g 6.9 5 mts by 4.10 mts and the o t h e r s m a l l e r one 4.50 

mt s . by 2 .48 mts , w i t h a c l o i s t e r on n o r t h e r n s i d e . The 

s t r u c t u r e i s p l a i n and s imp l t and p r o b a b l y s u i t a b l e for 

e d u c a t i o n to the p r i n c e s s , 

B. S i m i l a r l y a n o t h e r b u i l d i n g i s ment ioned a s D a f t a r 

Khan a, c o n s i s t e d of one room w i t h a d i a m e t e r of 8.65 

rat, in wid th and 13.52 mts in l e n g t h . The w a l l s c o n t a i n 

r ece s sed a r c h e s and o r i e l windows suppor ted on c o r b e l 

b r a c k e t s , 

e . The t h i r d s t r u c t u r e of t h e complex i s so c a l l e d Turk ish 

S u l t a n a ' s p a l a c e which has a l s o been i d e n t i f i e d a s l i b r a r y 

o r Khutub Khana. I t i s c o n s i s t e d of a sraall chamber s u r r 

ounded by c l o i s t e r s ( v a r a n d a h s ) . The most s i g n i f i c a n t 

f e a t u r e of t h i s chamber i s i t s heavy i n l a y c a r v i n g of 

i n t r i c a t e g e o m e t r i c a l and f l o r a l d e s i g n s from top t o 

bot tom in the i n t e r i o r a s w e l l a s e x t e r i o r s i d e s . The 

o u t e r columns making the c l o i s t e r a r e ranged i n t o e i g h t 

p a i r s one o p p o s i t e each in t h e c o m e r s of the w a l l . 
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9 . HAREM SERA 

T h i s c o m p l e x c o n t a i n s t h e p r i n c i p a l Harem Sera 

known a s so c a l l e d J o d h b a i ' s p a l a c e , S o n a h a r a Makan 

o r M a r i a m ' s h o u s e ; M a h a l - i - I l a h i o r so c a l l e d B i i t o a l ' s 

h o u s e . The whole c o n p l e x w a s o r i g i n a l l y e n c l o s e d by a 

c u r t a i n w a l l o r s t o n e s a r a p a r d a on a l l s i d e s t o keep t h e 

M&r€m S e r a i n a c c e s s i b l e and i n t a c t . 

PRINCIPAL HAREM SERA OR SO CALLED JODH B A I ' S HOUSE; 

( P l a t e s 1 2 , 1 3 ) ; 

I t was o r i g i n a l l y a f i v e c o u r t y a r d p a l a c e . B u t 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y a t p r e s e n t we f i n d o n l y one p a l a c e w i t h 

s i n g l e i n n e r c o u r t . The g a t e i n t h e n o r t h e r n s i d e i s i n 

t h e form of an a r c h e d g a t e w i t h o n e g u a r d room on i t s 

e a c h s i d e . I n s i d e t h e e n t r a n c e g a t e an i n n e r p o r c h i s 

c o n s t r u c t e d w h i c h l e a d s t o t h e i n t e r i o r c o u r t . On a l l 

t h e s i d e s o f t h e open c o u r t y a r d s e p a r a t e c h a m b e r s have 

b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d . I n t h e n o r t h - e a s t e r n s i d e a c l o i s t e r 

w i t h t h r e e o p e n i n g s and second s t o r e y i s made w i t h 

s t a i r c a s e s i n t h e s i d e s . On o t h e r s i d e a l s o t h r e e o p e n 

i n g c l o i s t e r s i n t h e c e n t r e a r e made . Thus i t i s a d o u b l e 

s t o r e y e d b u i l d i n g h a v i n g s u i t on a l l s i d e s . The l i n t e l 
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and a r c h combina t ion of the g a t e s i s b e a u t i f u l l y 

b l ended . In t h e upper s t o r e y o r i e l windows ( Jharokas ) 

over l ook ing t o the o u t e r c o u r t a r e p r o v i d e d . In the 

i n t e r i o r a s e r i e s of o r i e l n i c h e s have b e e n made in 

t h e w a l l s of the chambers and the p o r c h a l s o . The 

o u t l i n e of t h e s e n i c h e s have been ca rved w i th f l o r a l 

and g e o m e t r i c a l m o t i f s . The c e i l i n g s of the ground 

s t o r e y a r e f l a t b u t t h e f i r s t s t o r e y r o o f s a r e s l a n t i n g , 

domed and f l a t a c c o r d i n g t o the s t r u c t u r a l needs . The 

upper s t o r e y i s composed of fou r square domed rooms 

a t t he f o u r c o m e r s . The domes a s w e l l a s the pyramida l 

r o o f s ( s l a n t i n g ) a r e in t h e i r e x t e r i o r faced w i t h glazed 

b l u e t i l e s which p r o v i d e sands tone b u i l d i n g . The p i l l a r s , 

b r a c k e t s , s t r u t s and hanging e a v e s a l l a re s t r i c t l y in 

t h e t r a b e a t e s t y l e .The b u i l d i n g i s c o n s i d e r e d a s the 

r e s i d e n c e of p r i n c e Sal im^s mother v;ho i s wrongly men

t i o n e d a s J o d h b a i which was n e i t h e r h e r name o r t i t l e . 

Her t i t l e was i i a r iam-uz-zamani . There fo re t o c a l l i t 

J o d h b a i * s p a l a c e i s h i s t o r i c a l l y wrong, 

KHAS MAHAL OR SO CALLED MARIAM*S HOUSE i ( P l a t e - 9 , b ) 

I t i s s i t u a t e d t o the n o r t h - e a s t d i r e c t i o n of 
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p r i n c i p a l .harerase^ra. The bu i ld ing i s multichambered 

and s ingle s toreyed. In the southern s ide th ree 

rooms in the eas t -wes t ax i s has been made in f ront 

of the middle, main c e n t r a l h a l l , which i s surrounded 

on a l l i t s three s ides by open wide c l o i s t e r s . The 

i n t e r i o r of the rooms are decorated with mural pa in

t i n g s dep ic t ing contemporary scenes. The co lour s are 

deep b lue , red predominated with gold t h e r e f o r e , giv

ing i t the name of Sunhara Makan. In the upper i n t e r i o r 

wall of the northern side a p o r t r a i t of an European 

lady has been depicted which probably' gave i t the seconc 

name of Mariam's house (Mary's House). The pyramidal 

domed roofs of the chamber are i d e n t i c a l to the roofs 

of Harem sera bu i ld ing . 

MAHAL-I-ILAHI OR SO CALLED BIRBAL'S HOUSEi (P la te I4) 

I t i s another separate s t ruc tu re of the Ha rem-i-Sera 

probably known as B i r b a l ' s house. I t i s s i tua ted in the 

north-west corner of the royal complex. I t i s corrprised 

of four rooms and double storeyed. The whole bu i ld ing 

has been cons t ruc ted with red sandstone. The rooms are 
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in te r connected with each other through open doorways 

and oblong porches of entrances. The ce i l ings of the 

rooms are f l a t while the roofs of the entrance porches 

are of pyramidal type of domes with two pinnacles on 

e i ther sides. 

In the second storey two rooms have been construc

ted which are carved with c i r cu la r domes, crowned with 

inverted lotus pinnacle. The wide eaves supported on 

three t i e r brackets are proportionate to the height of 

the f i r s t storey wall while the eaves of the second 

storey are analler supported by simple brackets. The 

carving of the walls and niches both in the in te r io r 

and in the exter ior are of the f ines t form from tech

nical point of view. The motifs of carving are generally 

f lora l and geometrical designs. 



CHAPTER>-III 

BUILDING OUTSIDE THE F O R T ' 

A) RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS; 

1 . MASJID-I-SANGTARASHAM OR STONE CUTTEpfs ŜOSQUE t 

T h i s b u i l d i n g i s t h e f i r s t s t r u c t u r e c o n s t r u c t e d 

a t S i k r i p r i o r t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e r o y a l c o n p l e x 

of p u b l i c and p r i v a t e b u i l d i n g s . T h i s b u i l d i n g i s s i t 

u a t e d i n t h e w e s t e r n s i d e of t h e Jama M a s j i d ' s compound. 

The who le s t r u c t u r e o f t h e mosque h a s b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d 

w i t h r e d s a n d s t o n e and i s composed of an open c o u r t y a r d 

m e a s u r i n g 2 3 . 4 0 x 1 6 . 8 5 m t s and t h e main p r a y e r h a l l 

on t h e w e s t e r n s i d e of t h e c o u r t y a r d . The h a l l ' s m e a s u 

r e m e n t a r e 1 6 . 8 5 m t s x 6 . 8 5 m t s . On t h e s i d e o f t h e 

c o u r t y a r d and t h e f a c a d e of t h e h a l l c o n t a i n s wide 

d r o o p i n g e a v e s s u p p o r t e d b y s e r p e n t i n e b r a c k e t s . The 

h a l l i s o b l o n g i n n a t u r e and d i v i d e d i n t o two c o n p a r -

t m e n t s b a s i c a l l y i n t h e t r a b e a t e s t y l e i , e , p i l l a r 

and beam p a t t e r n . T h i s i s t h e f i r s t b u i l d i n g where 

R a j p u t a n a and G u j a r a t i n f l u e n c e i s v i s i b l e ( Main 

d i s c u s s i o n i n t h e n e x t c h a p t e r ) . 

2 . JAMA MASJID : ( P l a t e 15) 

T h i s mosque i s s i t u a t e d on t h e w e s t e r n s i d e of 
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the royal complex of fort palaces and in between an 

entrance gate is provided in the eastern side. Accor

ding to the ground plan the mosque i s consisted of 

deep western liwan, covered by three domes and in front 

a grand pis taq or por ta l in the screen. In front of 

the liwan an open courtyard surrounded by c l o i s t e r s 

on a l l the four sides v/ith entrance gate in the centre 

of each side. The southern gate however i s t a l l e r and 

larger in dimensions known as Buland'Darwaza. 

The dimensions of tho mosque are 87.85 metres by 

19,80 mts externally, excluding the bast ions on the 

north and south exterior angles. The great por ta l in 

the centre , 24,40 mts high to the top of kiosks and 

21,35 rats to the c res t of the embattleraented parapet 

i s 17,95 mts across. I t projects 3,05 mts into the 

courtyard in order to form an effective frame for a 

grand recessed archway, 14,60 mts high whose proportions 

are emphasized by the p la in white marble surface of 

the spandrils, relieved by a single red sandstone 

roset te on e i ther side. The buff sand-stone of the 

outer frame of the arch i s relieved by geometric 
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t r a c e r y , mostly white , arranged i d e n t i c a l l y with the 

Badshahi Darwaza (on the eas te rn s i d e ) . 

In the facade or screen of the mosque the 

decora t ion of the deeply recessed arched entrace 

(which i s 10.50 mts wide by 7.75 mts deep ) i s not 

o r i g i n a l ; nor i s the f ine marble f loor of the porch 

and the p r i n c i p a l prayer-chamber which was l a i d in 

1606 by Nauwab Qutbud Din Khan Koka, J a h a n g i r ' s f o s t e r 

b ro the r . 

Walking i n t o the domed prayer chamber we see 

t ha t the ou te r aspect of the bu i ld ing does j u s t i c e 

to i t s splendid i n t e r i o r . The c e n t r a l chamber i s 

12.20 mts square; the g a l l e r i e s on e i t h e r side 28.65 

mts long, and 19.92 mts wide, roofed by two domes. The 

c e n t r a l dome r i s e s from an octagonal base , which c a r r i e s 

a s ix teen sided drum divided in to for ty e igh t pane ls 

painted in f l o r a l arabesque. Four of the s ides of the 

octagonal base are supported over a rches , t h a t to 

the west being f i l l e d with masonary to foan the western 

wall of the rnosque, the o t h e r four are borne by e lab

ora te coi±>elled pendent ives , with s t i l t e d arches on 
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t h e i r outer faces terminating in a styl ised bud, the 

main surface is decorated in narrow horizontal sec

t ions , carved with lotus leaves, rose t tes or diaper 

pa t te rns . The ce i l ing of the domes are pointed with 

a swirling f lora l pat tern of extreme beauty, the lead

ing colours, much faded but in some places are deep 

royal blue, pale sky blue, chocolate, and brown red 

a l l on a background of white. 

Before the v i s i t o r there stands, r is ing from the 

floor, a small mai±>le niche/the mihrab, recessed some 

1.30 mts from the face of the wall, ^ entagonal in sh^pe, 

and covered by a l i t t l e seiui-dome, i s a splendid spec

imen of t rad i t iona l decorative a r t . On e i ther side of 

i t i s a ana H e r mihrab, and to the r ight stands the 

pu lp i t (mimbar), a simple marble s tructure of three 

steps, 

from ei ther side of the centra l chamber one can 

pass into the north and south a i s l e s , through three 

arched openings. The cent ra l are higher than the others. 

Each wing i s divided into three ha l l s , provided with 



49 

a c e n t r a l mihreb f l anked by two sma l l e r or:'.es,All, except 

t h o s e in the n o r t h e r n most h a l l which a r e u n i o n s c r i b e d 

a r e d e c o r a t e d wi th Quranic v e r s e s e x t o l l i n g t h e v i r t u e s 

of p r a y e r and good d e e d s . 

The f l a t r o o f s of t he s ide h a l l s a r e suppor ted on 

p i l l a r s a f t e r t h e t r a b e a t e s tyle ,- the s h a f t s a r e f i r s t 

Square in s e c t i o n a t t he v e r y t o p . Although n e i t h e r the 

d e c o r a t i o n of t h e s e columns n o r the form of the c a p i t a l s 

fo l low any e a r l i e r I n d i a n model. However, they a r e c l e a r l y 

w i t h i n the Hindu t r a d i t i o n . Th i s d e l i b e r a t e i n t r o d u c t i o n 

of Hindu e l emen t s of d e s i g n i n t o t h i s g r e a t moSque i s an 

example of the c a t h o l i c i t y of A k b a r ' s e c l e c t i c mind. 

3 . TC^B OF SHAIKH SALIM CHISTI; ( P l a t e 6) 

The tomb b u i l d i n g i s s i t u a t e d in the n o r t h e r n s ide 

of the c o u r t y a r d of the Jama Mas j id . The p l a n i s simple 

Square chamber measur ing 14 .60 mts on each s ide and s u r r 

ounded by a ga l le i ry of 1.80 mts wid th which i s enc losed 

by l a t t i c e work. The whole s t r u c t u r e i s made w i th wh i t e 

m a r b l e . 
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I t s tands on a marble p la t form 9l»4 cm high. On 

the south sice i s a p o r t i c o 3.42 mts by 3.04 mts which 

i s approached by a broad f l i g h t of white mariole steps 

from the pavement in f ront of the shr ine . On the nor th

eas t and west s ides of the grave chamber are windows. The 

grave stands in the cen t r e of the chamber, the sarcopha

gus. The cenotaph chamber r i s e s above the verandahs which 

are 3.8l mts in he igh t . I t i s surmounted by a red sand

stone dome, veneered on the outside with a greyish marble, 

o r i g i n a l l y coated with cement. The dome i s c a r r i e d on 

a s ix teen sided c rad le supported on a drum of arched pen-

den t ives thrown across the i:^per angles of the room. For 

a he ight of 1,15 mt, the i n t e r i o r wa l l s are l ined with 

white maible, above t h i s they are of red sandstone f i n i 

shed off in cement, pol ished to Imi ta te marble and then 

decorated in colour . The s ides of the drum supporting 

the cupolas are decorated but the underside of the 

cupolas i t s e l f i s unadorned. I t ' s nakedness however i s 

completely hidden by a r i ch c l o t h covering suspended from 

the penda t ives , over the wooden canopy above Shaikh Salims 

cenotaph in the c en ere of the chamber, 

The e x t e r i o r s ides of the wal l s ore veneei^d l i ke 

the i n t e r i o r , with white marble, and each side i s divided 
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in to three bays . The two ou te r bays, in each instance 

are pane l led , and the borders of the pane ls are of 

deep chocola te coloured ma dale . Between t h i s panel and 

the c e i l i n g are th ree small perpendicular pane l s , with 

fo i led arched tops , enclosed by deep chocola te mari^le 

border picked out with white l i n e s . In some ins tances 

epergnes f i l l e d with flowers are pa in ted upon the pane l s . 

The f ee t of the epergnes are red and b lue and the moul

ded d i sh and the vase over are of gold. The long oblong 

pane l s beneath the inscr ibed ones are divided in to th ree 

small pane l s by upright d i v i s i o n s of c oco la te coloured 

maible, enclosed by a sunk border of white marble sur r 

ounded by another in choco la te . 

The middle of the three bays in to which the face of 

the wall of the cenotaph chamber i s divided i s p ierced by 

a very p r e t t y arched window opening f i l l e d in with geo

me t r i ca l marble t r ace ry surrounded by narrow bands of 

chocola te marble. The p i e r s on each side of the window 

p r o j e c t about an inch from the face of the wall and the 

shaf t s are in one piece of marble. Belov; the c a p i t a l s are 

small hooks from which lamps are being hung a t n ight to 

i l lumina te the shr ine . The bases and the c a p i t a l s are 

p l a i n l y moulded and the c a p i t a l s unl ike those in Raja 

Bii±>al«s house, b u i l t a l i t t l e before Sa l im ' t tomb, are 

unadorned by carv ing . 



52 

The f loor of the chambe- i s l a i d in marbel mosaic, 

and the p a t t e r n , a geometrical one. The m a t e r i a l employed 

are white marble, Khatto, and a b r i , from Oesalmere near 

CJeypuT and one of a pecvil ias t i n t , vhicU v a r i e s cons ide 

rably between a dark neu t r a l t i n t and b lack , known as 

sangmusa, v;hich comes from Alwar, 

The e x t e r i o r of the entrance i s wholly of white 

marble and e n t i r e l y f i l l s the c e n t r e of the three bays 

in to which the e x t e r i o r of wall of the cenotaph chamber 

i s divided. The jambs are p l a i n , but the a r c h i t r a v e s and 

spandr i l s are b e a u t i f u l l y ornamented in co lour with s imi l a r 

designs to those upon the inner spandr i l s . 

Over the l i n t e l of the door i s an exquiste fan

l i g h t of p ie rced white maitole. The a r c h i t r a v e s are 

r i ch ly decorated in coloui:. The ou t e r doorway leading 

from the porch in to the galleiry o r perambulatory round 

the cenotaph chamber i s veneered with l a t t i c e . The mee

t ing r a i l i s half octagonal in sec t ion , and the s ides 

are carved with the chevron p a t t e r n , broken a t i n t e r v a l s 

by carved s tops with small iron spikes p r o j e c t i n g from 
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the centre of each. The door i s secured on the outside 

by a rough iron chain and eye through which an enormous 

iron padlock, fastened by a snap spring passes. The 

spandrils above the door are sunk out, and th outer 

band i s deint ly carved with an interlacing f lora l scrol l . 

The architraves are similarly t reated, but the scroll is 

larger and more elaborate. The scrol l only extends to 

a level of the ^ r ing ing of the arch. 

The porch in front of the doorway measures some 

3.50 mts by 3.35 mts the outside of the p l in th . I t i s 

of the same height as the facades and projects at right 

angles to the south front. I t i s ceiled by marble roof 

supported on l i n t e l s of the same mater ia ls , the ends of 

which res t upon four armed brackets upheld by twelve 

sided p i l l a r s . The shafts ofthe p i l l a r s are in two pieces 

of ma dole and the sides are carved with the chevron 

pat tern . One jo in t occurs 25.5 cm above the top of the 

base and the other about an inch below the necking at 

the top of the shaft. The cap i ta l i s in three t i e r s , one 

projecting beyond the other, and in each t i e r are sixteen 

small sunk oblong panels, separated from each other by 

narrow headings. 
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Projecting from the two outer sides of the shafts 

are unusual shaped s t ru t s supporting moulded brackets 

receiving the ends of a marble p la te running pa ra l l e l to 

the walls of the toirib to which the underside of a deeply 

projected drip stone i s notched. The s t ru t s are •S« shaped. 

Like s t ru t s project from the screen walls ofthe shrine and 

carry a drip stone round them. These s t ru t s are of octagon 

section and spring from the front side of small d ies , t e r 

minating in round leaf-carved knobs. Th^y become less and 

less in diameter as i t approaches the top, where i t i s cro

wned by a richly moulded cap i t a l , diagonally placed in some 

cases. They are cut of solid pieces of marble and are s t r e 

ngthened by octagonal stays inserted beneath the twis ts , 

and to afford them additional strength, the in te r spaces 

between the stays and the backbone, are f i l l ed in with 

carved tracery, which i s generally geometrical and in 

Some cases flowing pa t te rns take i t s place. 

The marble drip stone above the top of the porch i s 

continued round the sides of the shrines and i s supported 

on a seriesof ' S ' shaped brackets projecting from the 

front of square p i l l a r s between the screens enclosing 

the ambulatory, (de ta i l s in the next chapter) . 
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B) OTHER KL&.::ELL.AI^EOUS BUILDINGS 

Besides the main b u i l d i n g s of the f o r t complex 

and ou te r r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s , a large number of 

o the r b u i l d i n g s of miscel laneous nature were c o n s t r 

ucted around the f o r t and Jama Masjid complex. Gener

a l l y these b u i l d i n g s c o n s t i t u t e the res idences of the 

nobles , servant q u a r t e r s , inns for the t r a v e l l e r s , 

f a c t o r i e s (Karkhanas) and publ ic ba ths (hamaras) and 

a lso a watching towere (minare t ) . The houses of the 

nobles and q u a r t e r s of the se rvan t s are almost in ru ins . 

However some of the i n t a c t bu i l d ings a re ; 

1. P r i n c e ' s Nursery 

2. Karkhana (mint house) 

3. Servant q u a r t e r s / ba r racks 

4. I n n s / Carvan Serai 

5. Minaret (Hiran Minar) 

1. PRINCE'S NURSERY : (P la te 16) 

On the no r th - ea s t e rn side of Jami Masjid complex 

i s a s ingle bu i ld ing which i s probably the house where 

Sal im's mother stayed before h i s b i r t h . The bu i ld ings 

ou te r dimension i s 20, 62.mts long 12.07 mts wide with 

a platform in f ron t of i t , which i s about 65 cm above 

the ground l e v e l . 
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In the I n t e r i o r i t i s cons i s t ed of a s ingle large 

room in the cen t re with the measuronent of 8.62 mts 

long and 5.40 mts wide flanked by rooms on i t s eas t and 

west measuring 5.40 mts long and 5.40 mts wide and 

in f ron t a c l o i s t e r (Varandah) which i s most su i t ab le 

s t r uc tu r e according t o c l ima t i c cond i t i ons . The entrance 

gate and roof are pure ly in t r abea t s t ay l e . The entran

c e s of varandah have been changed from t r a b e a t e type t o 

arcuate type with mu l t i fo l i a t ed arch. This type of arches 

are innovat ions of Emperor Shahjahan per iod , the re fo re , 

i t seems t h a t i t might have been rennovated by him. 

Main room has three en-Lrances in the p i l l a r e d 

varandah which i s 10.47 mts long and 4.17 mts wide, 

This varandah has two rows of p i l l a r s . The f i r s t row 

has four double p i l l a r s . Eastern and western p i l l a r s of 

second row are in the wal l of side chambers of the 

varandah and main room re spec t ive ly . Side chambers and 

adjoining rooms of main room are double scoreyed v;hile 

varandah and main room are s ingle storeyed of the height 

of the b u i l d i n g . Two s t a i r c a se s are provided in side 

chambers to go up s t a i r s , and upper side chambers and 
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rooms are connected with a ga l l a ry 72 cm. wide a t the 

height of the f i r s t s torey in the connect ing wall of 

the varandah and the room, 

Doiible s torey e f fec t i s given t o the main room by 

providing arched openings above the en t rances 'o f the 

main chamber and a t the same he ight arched openings are 

a l so provided in the southern wall of the main room, 

most probably for c ros s v e n t i l a t i o n . The nor th of the 

side chambers of the varande!! have o r i e l windows with 

f l a t roof and drooping eaves above the opening. The 

f i r s t s torey of these side chambers have arched opening 

in the l i ne of the b igger mu l t i f o l i a t ed arched opening 

and in the l i n e of side openings of these side chambers, 

rec tangula r space are provided for fresh a i r in the f i r s t 

s torey on both s ides of the b igger arched opening,Shafts 

of the p i l l a r s of varandah are multiedged (12 sided, 

each side i s of 9 cm) and monolith. These p i l l a r s are 

based on s ingle rec tangula r base, 

2) KARKHAKA (MINT HOUSE ); (Plate 17) 

The Karkhana i s a r ec tangu la r bu i ld ing s i tua ted 

to the n o r t h - e a s t of Diwan-i-Am with two ent rances in 
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the Southern s ide . The wall of t h i s bu i ld ing are 1 mt. 

th ick and i t s length and breadth including the th ickness 

of the wall are 104,87 mts and 98.92 mts r e spec t ive ly . 

The quadrangle of the Karkhana measures 75.35 mts long 

and 69,40 mts wide which i s surrounded by c l o i s t e r s 

on a l l s ides covered with shallow domes. The c l o i s t e r s 

are 13.76 mts wide. Northern and Southern c l o i s t e r s 

have t h i r t e e n arches while eas te rn and western c l o i s t e r s 

have twelve such arches . The c l o i s t e r s are const ructed 

by four rows of p i e r s and p i l l a r combination which are 

1.50 mt in height and are surmounted by two rows of 

shallow domes. P i l l a r s of f i r s t row and those of second, 

t h i rd and four th row are same in a l l the four s ides of 

the bu i ld ing . I n t e r n a l row of p i l l a r s i , e, tne fourth 

ro'w of p i l l a r s are b u i l t such t h a t _a po r t ion of them i s 

ins ide the wall and 98 cm of the p i l l a r i s outs ide the 

wall i , e , the width of the p i l l a r of the four th row i s 

98 cm (outs ide the wall) and the breadth of these p i l l a r s 

i s 2 mts and these p i l l a r s show r i g h t angular cu t (36 cm 

length and breadth-) on both s ides . P i l l a r s of t h i r d and 

second rows are same in measurement and with a gap of 

75 cm. These p i l l a r s i . e, of leading to domed roof which 
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aga in i s covered by a r a i s e d r e c t a n g u l a r s t r u c t u r e 

f u r t h e r surmounted by domed s t r u c t u r e . One ru ined 

s t r u c t u r e 13.71 mts wide paveinent run a c r o s s t h e 

quad rang le towards the s t a i r c a s e s in t h e n o r t h 

e a s t e r n c o r n e r of the f i r s t opening . Ruins of p i l l a r s 

of the c l o i s t e r s , f i r s t rov7S of n o r t h - w e s t e r n c o r n e r , 

g i v e s t h e impress ion of s t a i r c a s e s a s a re in n o r t h 

e a s t e r n c o m e r . The lower c e i l i n g and the t h i c k n e s s 

of t h e w a l l were made f o r smooth f u n c t i o n i n g of t h e 

f u r n a c e s t o me l t the m e t a l s f o r making the c c i n s , 

3) BARRACKS 

P a s s i n g th rough t h e E lephan t Gate and fo l lowed 

by a n o t h e r g a t e , t o the north- of Bi i±>a l ' s p a l a c e two 

s t r u c t u r e s s t and , which a re in t r a b e a t e form wi th 

s l a n t i n g t h e a t c h e d type of roof. These a re p r o b a b l y t h e 

b a r r a c k s and guard house s , which a re sugges ted by t h e i r 

l o c a t i o n and a r c h i t e c t u r e . The s t r u c t u r e w i t h i t s f r o n t 

to t h e south has t h r e e o p e n i n g s in the sou th . The 

n o r t h e r n s ide i s b u i l t i n s i d e the o u t e r w a l l of t he f o r t . 

This s t r u c t u r e i s based on tv;o rows w i t h s ix r e c t a n g u l a r 
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p i l l a r s in each row made of red sand s tone. Beams are 

based on moulded base and to r a i s e the he ight of northern 

side another rec tangular p i l l a r i s made above the beam. 

Slant ing roof i s supported by s l an t ing r i b s of red sand 

stone based on northern p i l l a r s and southern p i l l a r s . 

Taking from e a s t , western p i l l a r s are a t a d i s t ance of 

183 cms and the d i s t ance between southern and northern 

p i l l a r s i s 3 51 cm. The length of the base of the p i l l a r s 

i s 75 cm, breadth 3 5 cm. Length of shaft i s 168 cm and 

height of the c a p i t a l i s 32 cm. Thus the length of the 

p i l l a r i s 236 cms. In the nor thern well a t the height 

of 125 cms from the f loor r ec tangu la r recess with length 

153 cm, height l30 cm, and depth 78 cm i s provided between 

the p i l l a r s , probably to keep a r t i c l e s . The s t ruc tu re i s 

made of red sand stone and the roof i s thatched type 

made with stone s l abs . The o ther bar rack i s to the south

eas t of the prev ious ba r rack . I t i s open from northern, 

southern and western s i de . One eas tern side i s the westexn 

well of the mosque for the royal l a d i e s . This s t r u c t u r e 

i s based on th ree rows of p i l l a r s . Distance between 

western and c e n t r a l row i s 25 cms and between c e n t r a l 
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and e a s t e r n row i s 300 cms. F i r s t row from t h e n o r t h 

i s a t t h e d i s t a n c e of 220 cms from second row and r e s t 

a r e a t t h e d i s t a n c e of 180 cms. P i l l a r s of f i r s t n o r t h e r n 

row and w e s t e r n row a r e 164 cms i s l e n g t h . Base of p i l l 

a r s a r e of cube shape measur ing 3 5 cms and h e i g h t of 

t he c a p i t a l i s 32 cms. Length of f i r s t iuv,' from n o r t h 

and wes t i s 132 cms and l e n g t h of s h a f t of r e s t e i g h t 

p i l l a r s i s 215 cm. Whole s t r u c t u r e i s covered wi th s l a n t 

ing roof on f i r s t two rows from the n o r t h and wes t and 

r e s t i s covered w i t h f l a t r . o f . S t r u c t u r e i s based on 

p i l l a r s and beams of red sand s t o n e . Beams a r e suppor

t e d by s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t e d c u t , in t h e shape of a r c h , 

K h a p r a i l s a re f i x e d on s l a n t i n g roof in such a way t h a t 

I t g i v e s t h e e f f e c t of K h a p r a i l moulding on t h e s l a b . 

E x i s t i n g v;all upto t h e p l i n t h l e v e l and s lope paved w i th 

s tone g i v e the impress ion of boundry w a l l and way t o 

the s t r u c t u r e . L o c a t i o n and a r c h i t e c t u r e of the s t r u c t u r e 

s u g g e s t s i t t o be t h e guard house of t h e f o r t , 

CARVAN SERAI 

The s t r u c t u r e of Carvan S e r a i i s s i t u a t e d n e a r 

Hiran Minar, The s t r u c t u r e i s in a form of f o u r t e r r a c e s . 
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The d i f f e r e n t t e r r a c e s have been made due t o t h e s l o p i n g 

n a t u r e of the rocky p l a c e where i t i s made. The formal 

gateway i s i n t h e c e n t r e of n o r t h - w e s t e r n s i d e . I n s i d e 

the e n t r a n c e g a t e i s an a l cove p r o b a b l y t h e s e a t of t he 

pe r son who was i ncha rge of t h e s e r a i . In t h e c e n t r e an 

open coux t yard i s surrounded by rooms on a l l t h e four 

s i d e s which were used fo r r e s i d e n t i a l p u r p o s e s . In f r o n t 

of the rooms varandah w i th p r o j e c t e d eaves (Chhaj ja) i s 

made, 

The a r rangement xs same in a l l t h e t e r r^ e s , 

Probably the h i g h e r t e r r a c e was used by t h e t r a v e l l e r s 

of h i g h e r c l a s s and t h e subsequent lower t e r r a c e s by the 

d i f f e r e n t lower g r a d e s of the p e o p l e . Thus a c l a s s d i s 

t i n c t i o n seems to have been kep t in mind whi le c o n s t r u c t i n g 

t h e s e r a i f o r g e n e r a l p v ± ) l i c ' s u s e . 

HIRAN MINAR 

I t i s s i t u a t e d c l o s e to ca rvan s e r a i . I t s t a n d s 

on p l a t f o r m of red sands tone 21 .88 m t s . by 21,82 mts and 

2 ,98 mt s . in h e i g h t . On t h e middle of t h i s p l a t f o r m i s 

a n o t h e r p l a t f o r m which i s o c t a g o n a l I . I 5 mts h e i g h t and 
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11,55 mts in diameter . The tower i f measured from the 

ground i s 21.28 mts in he igh t . The lower por t ion of 

i t i s octagonal i . e . upto the -he igh t of 3.90 mts with 

4.63 mts diameter . Than 8.43 rats of i t i s c i r c u l a r and 

t a p e r s as i t moves to the top and the top of i t i s 

crowned by a honey combed c a p i t a l , 1.82 mts in depth 

end 5.15 mts in diameter . This i s suricunded by a 

per fora ted stone r a i l i n g enclosing a ga l l e ry above the 

c a p i t a l , reached by an i n t e r n a l s t a i r ca ses having f i f ty 

three s teps . The minaret i s crowned by an octagonal 

domed cupola. 

The c a p i t a l above the tower i s in four s tages , 

p ro jec t ing one beyond the o the r , crowned by a prominent 

abacus. The so f f i t of the abacus i s carved with a c o n t i 

nuous chain , the l i n k s of which are of an i r r e g u l a r octa

gon shape f i l l e d with ra ised geometrical deuLces. The 

f ront i s c h i s l l e d with s l i g h t l y sunk leafage and over 

t h i s i s a moulding enriched with carved ornament. A 

j a l i ba lus t rade surmounts the whole. 

The s ides of the octagonal base of the tower are 

oblong, surmounted by a carved c r e s t i n g in buff and red 
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coloured stones. In the centre of the four out of the 

eight sides are raised panels, longer than wide , with 

arched tops, carved with a de l ica te and in t r i ca t e geo

metrical pat tern in re l ief . Both the sides and the top 

are of a buff sandstone which combine wi_h the red stone 

ground. The crest ing above the oase of the tower, and 

the eight slender p i l l a r s in the angles of the octagon 

are also in buff coloured stone. The p i l l a r s are moulded 

at top and bottom and the shafts between the base and 

capi ta l are carved with a che-uron pat tern . Upon the other 

four sides of the base are oblong shaped panels extending 

down to the chamfered p l in th a t the bottom which i s inlaid 

with horizontal bands of buff coloured stone. The entrarxre 

to tht tower faces the east and i s approached by a f l ight 

of steps leading from the ground to the raised platfrom 

upon which the tower i s b u i l t . The exter ior side of the 

c i r cu l a r minaret contains geometrical designs of c i r c l e 

and s ta r which keeps sockets and in these socket the horn 

of anti lopes have been inserted. Probably t h i s r,.lnaret 

was used as a watch tower. 



CHAPTER^IV 

WEST INDIAN ( RAJPUTANA AND GUJARAT) ABCHITECTURAL 

INFLPEHCE. OH THE BUILDINGS OF FATEHPUR SIKRI 

The b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s of F a t e h p u r S i k r i 

s u g g e s t t h a t t h e work v a s a conbined e f f o r t of a l a r g e 

number of s tone c u t t e r s , masons and a r t i s a n s of the 

d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n s of I n d i a ; Owing t o i t s s i z e and t h e 

i^eed w i t h which t h e b u i l d i n g s were c o n s t r u c t e d , a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e number of a r t i s a n s had t o be employed and 

t h e l o c a l g u i l d s of c r a f t s m e n p r o v i n g i n s u f f i c i e n t , 

l a r g e number were r e c r u i t e d from o t h e r p a r t s of Eitperor* s 

domin ions . Thus t h e s e p r o v i n c i a l g roups of t h e a r t i s a n s 

b r o u g h t w i t h them t h e r e g i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s , 

£toperor Aldsar r e c r u i t e d l o c a l a r t i s a n s of t h e l o c a l 

'Jamuna.Chambal region* a s w e l l a s from Malwa Gu ja r a t 
2 

and Ra jpu tana , and o t h e r r e g i o n s a s Abul Faz l ment ions 

i n t h e Ain»i»Akbar i w i t h r ega rd t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 

Agra f o r t , "His ma jes ty h a s b u i l t a f o r t of red sands tone 

( a t Agra ) the l i k e of which t r a v e l l e r s have no t r ecorded , 

I t c o n t a i n s more than f i v e hundred b u i l d i n g s of ma senary 

1, Percy Brown, I n d i a n A p g h i t e c t u r e (Buddhis t and Hindu 
p e r i o d ; , p , 9 4 , 

2 ,R ,Na th , A r c h i t e c t u r e of F a t e h p u r S i k r i . p p . 1 2 , 1 7 , 
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a f t e r the b e a u t i f u l des igns of Bengal and Gujarat which 

master ly s cu lp to r s and cunning a r t i s t s have fashioned as 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l models". However, Abul Faz l did not make 

above type of the statement regarding tV i bu i ld ings of 

Fatehpur S i k r i . ^u t the study of the bu i ld ings suggest 

t h a t in some of the b u i l d i n g s , the role of Guja ra t i and 

Rajputana a r t i s a n s played v i t a l and dcroinant r o l e . The 

a r t i s a n s from Kalwa-Gujarat and Rajputana region were 

as exper t in working in wood as in stone and could e a s i l y 

t r a n s f e r the wooden forms in the stone as i s v i s i b l e in 

the red sanc3 stone b u i l d i n g s of Fatehpur S i k r i . Gujara t i 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s which developed in the l 5 t h cen

tury bu i ld ings a t Ahmadabad iare ac tua l l y borrowed from 

the 11th and 12th century A,D. J a i n a r c h i t e c t u r e of 

Etojputana i . e . Dilwara group of temples, Nagda terrpel 

and vaishnav t enp le , k i rad in Mewar CUth c . A.D,) . 

The above s ty le of s t r u c t u r a l form of p i l l a r s , b r a c k e t s , 

s t r u t s , beams and c e i l i n g s was probably i n t r o d u e d for 

the f i r s t time in Surya temple, Modhera near Baroda, 

^* Ain-i-.Akbari. Vo l .11 , pp. 179-80; R. Nath, His tory of 
Mughal Arch i t ec tu re . V o l . i , p . l l . 
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(11th c, A.D.), The carving and s t ructural focn of the 

p i l l a r s , s t ru t s and cap i t a l s of Surya tensile almost seems 

to be the prototype of Dilwara temples mainly. As Surya 

temple at Modhera (Baroda) and Dilwara temples (Mt.Abu) 

are of the same period and of similar type of the carving 

and s t ruc tura l forms i t seems tha t the a r t i sans were 

conunon to them. Thus these are Jain archi tectural features 

of Rajputana and Gujarat which were appreciated and adopted 

by the Sultans of Gujarat l a t e r on in the i r buildings during 

the I5th century. 

Anong the Dilwara group of temples, Viinal temple 

i s in tact and provides us a l l the d e t a i l s . The exterior of 

the temple has no special archi tec tura l character but the 
2 

in te r ior i s ful l of the charac te r i s t i c features. The 

central feature i s a columned ha l l covering an octagonal 

space or nave produced by an arcade of eight p i l l a r s . The 

arcade i s of great in te res t as i t s shape and carving has 

been applied in the similar pat tern in the Surya temple 

at Moahera (Baroda), 

1.Indian Architectare (Buddhist & Hindu Period ) , p»l l9; 
James feraussoi^# History of Indian and Eastern Archit-
icture p . 527, 

2, Indian Architecture (Buddhists Hindu Period), p.121. 
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The Islamic heri tage of Gujarat was based mainly 

on the preceeding fif teen centur ies of rul« by Hindu kings 

in which Hinduian^ Jainian and Buddhism flourished in 

different a rchi tec tura l s t ructures . In 1411 A,D,, Alroadabad 

was founded by Sultan Ahmad Shah, which became the capi ta l 

of Gujarat, The buildings of the c i ty are different in 

nature (mosques and tombs) from the e a r l i e r buildings, 

yet they are identical in carving decoration as well in 

formation of s t ructural pa r t s with Jain temples. 

The e a r l i e s t Islamic buildings of Gujarat were 

found before the foundation of Ahmadabad. These buildings 

are mainly mosques constructed with the old material of 

demolished Hindu and Jain temples with cer ta in irapix)vis-

at ions, as has happened a l l over India in the i n i t i a l . 

phase of Islamic (Turkish), Conquests. The ijami mosque at 

Bharoch (1322 A.D.) and Cambay (1325 A.D,) i l l u s t r a t e 

the style of the archi tec ture . The Jami Masjid at Bharoch 

i s ent i re ly in the trabeate style based on beam, bracket 

and p i l l a r s tyle with an open prayer ha l l , i t s roof 

supported by richly carved p i l i a i s , derxeved from Hindu 
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and Oain tanple a rchi tec ture . The Jamt masjid a t Cambay 

i s Toore Islamic in appearance and in technique of cons

t ruct ion. The facade of the prayer ha l l shows three 

well proportioned arched openings, the cent ra l one i s 

t a l l e r while the side ones are smaller. However, the 

hall i s made in trabeate style with bracket, beam and 

p i l l a r s tyle . The courtyard has two water tanks under

neath i t a typical ly Gujarati feature. In front of the 

screen in the open courtyard i s a four p i l la red par i t ion 

covered with a dome on the l e f t side. The pavilion p i l l a r s 

contain carved serpentine s t ru t s emerging out on the upper 

half of the p i l l a r s to support the beam have been borrowed 

from the Jain tenple architecture (plate 3A), The so-called 

as t ro loger ' s seat a t Fatehpur Sikri i s i t s copy except 

the change in the form of s t ruc t s and the shape of the 
2f\ of temple 

dane,( Plate/)it i s t o t a l ly ,style (deta i l discussion will 
follow in l a t e r pages). 

Similarly, the buildings of Patehpur Si i r i may 

be compared with other Gujarati buildings to i l l u s t r a t e 

the influence of Rajputana & Gujarati a rchi tec tura l fea

tures . 

However, p r io r to i t the survey of some of the 

inportant buildings of Ahraedabad i s essent ia l as these 
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buildings belong to l5th century and the buildings of 

Fatehpur Sikri derived d i r ec t Ijnpact fccm these buildings. 

The ea r l i e s t mosque in Ahmadabad i s Ahmad Shahi mosque 

b u i l t in 1414 A,D, in the south west comer of the fort . 

I t seems that i t was the pr ivate mosque for the worship 

of Sultan only. The mosque i s a copy of the e a r l i e r 

described Cairibay mosque on smaller scale. I t i s consisted 

of a arched prayer ha l l screen of three arches with central 

bay raised above the level of the remainder, but the in te

rnal arrangement i s completely in t rabeat styl-^ with 

elaborate and t a l l e r p i l l a r s . In these p i l l a r s two t i e r 

effect i s provided by adding capi ta l in the middle of 

two shafts i , e . upper and lower and thus the height of 

the ce i l ing i s suff icient ly increased (Plate 1 B). On 

the side comers of the cent ra l arched entrace massive 

t u r r e t s with c i r c u l a r platform a t the top supported by 

two t i e r brackets are again borrowed from early Gujarat 

feature . The domes of the mosque are also prototypes of 

Diiwara temple (Vimal Shah's tanple ) as they have been 

constructed with concentric rings (coijaelled domes ) 

and not on accurate style.The other mosque Halbat Khan*s 

mosque and Shakar Khan's mosque are plane.but corbelled 



71 

domes con t inues . The mosque of Saiyed Alam i s inpo-

r t a n t due t o c e n t r a l a r c h ' s c o m e r s t u r r e t s o r b u t t 

r e s s which con ta in semi -c i r cu la r p l a t fonns supported 

by heavy coitoelled b r a c k e t s , which l a t e r on developed 

in the Gujarat type of mina re t s . The Gujarat s t y l e of 

a r c h i t e c t u r e achieved pe r f ec t i on a t the time of Sultan 

Mahraud 'Begra* who founded the c i t i e s of Junagarh, 

Chanpaner and Mahmudabad; b e s i d e s the cons t ruc t ion of 

a number of bu i ld ings a t Sarkhej and Ahmadabad, During 

t h i s per iod the minare ts were fu l ly developed and 

tonto a r c h i t e c t u r e was a l so es tab l i shed and the e a r l i e s t 

evidence i s found in the tomb and mosque of Saiyyid 

Usman a t Usmanpur (Ahmadabad) propably belonging t o 

1460 A,D., Subsequently during the reign of Sultan 

Mahmud Shah, g r ea t a r c h i t e c t u r a l advancement took 

p lace in the cons t ruc t ion of tombs and mosques a t 

Sarkhej , The g rea t complex known as Shah Alam (mosque 

& tomb) began in 1475 A,D. a f t e r the dea th of Saint 

Shah Alam, Later Wahmud Shah a l s o ccxjstrvcted h i s 

own tcatib as well a s h i s w i f e ' s (Bibi Rajbai) tomb 

near the tomb of Shaikh Ahmad Khattu. Both the tombs 

are of Guja ra t i s t y l e where s ingle chamber i s covered 
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by a domed roof but the chanjber i s surrounded by 

a gallery which i s enclosed by stone-perforated 

screens and covered by a combination of f l a t and 

domed roof. Another in teres t ing building i s Mahroud's 

palace a t Sarkhej, which i s en t i re ly constructed in 

trabeate s tyle . The palace i s two storeyed and 

mainly constructed with p i l l a r s , except the cent ra l 

and side arched entrances, res t of the entrances are 

in architrave foriru The upper stojfey also contains 

or ie l balconies supported by heavy and bold two t i e r 

brackets . The facade of the palace towards the side 

of the tank with staircase, i s very in?)Osing (Plate,r44) . 

During t h i s period roinorets were also developed 

in the mosque archi tecture i . e , mosque of Wahfiz Khan 

at Ahmadabad (one minaret a t each comer of the 

screen). During the period of Muzaffar Shah I I , we 

again find fur ther development in the archi tecture . 

The complex containing the tonto and mosque of Shah 

Alam was probably constructed around 1532. Both 

t:he buildings have been described as most beautiful 

buildings of Gujarat, The minarets of the rocsque are 

sv^erb in carving and s t ruc tura l foim with c i r cu la r 
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balconies between the successive storeys. These 

c i r cu la r balconies are supported by finely cajcved 

brackets (plates 4A,5A,B). Similarly the tomb of 

Shah Alam i s also one of the f inest Specimen of 

the tomb architecture a t Ahmadabacl, The tomb b u i l 

ding i s consisted of single chamber covered by a 

domed roof. This chamber i s surrounded by double 

screened type corr idors , made with p i l l a r s and 

white ma dale perforated screens between them. In 

the inner corr idor twelve p i l l a r s are used while 

the outer one has twenty p i l l a r s . The entrance to 

the tomb chamber between the marble screens i s made 

with lintel/beam and above i t torna type decoration 

above the gates of tombs 6nd mihrab of the mosques 

i s one of the most important feature of Islamic 

architecture of Gujarat which i s purely based on 

Jain tenple architecture of the ea r l i e r period. 

Another feature of the tocnb i s i t s port ico on the 

western sides in front of the outer co r r ido r ' s 

entrance to the tomb building (Plate 6B), Shaikh Ahmad 

Bukhar's tomb at Sarkhej, Saiyyid Usman's tomb at 
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S a r k h e j , Sa iyy id Usman's tomb a t Usraanpur, Rani 

RL^vati* s Tomb a t Mirzapur and tomb of Ranx 

Sab ra i a t Ahmadabad a re a l l i n t h e same p l a n as 

t h a t of t h e torrib of Shah Alam, 

F i n a l l y , we f i nd a l a r g e number of tombs b e l o 

nging t o the mughal p e r i o d a f t e r t h e c o n q u e s t of 

Gu ja ra t by Emperor Akbar, Such a s t h e toirib of 

Qutbuddin Muhammad Khan a t Barodaj tomb of Mir Abu 

Turab and Shaikh Wahiduddin a t Ahmadabad, But a l l 

t h e s e b u i l d i n g s do no r e f l e c t the e a r l i e r G u j a r a t i 

s t y l e , which was based on o a i n Templer s t y l e s , 

GUJARATI IMPACT ON THE BUILDINGS OF FATEHPUR SIKRI: 

The survey of t h e b u i l d i n g s and c o n p a r a t i v e study 

sugges t t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g s of Fa t ehpu r S i k r i a s s i m i 

l a t e d G u j r a t i a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s a long w i t h t h e 

e x i s t i n g n o r t h I n d i a n f e a t u r e s , G u j a r a t i a r c h i t e 

c t u r a l i n f l u e n c e i s found i n t h e f o l l o w i n g b u i l d i n g s . 

1, STONE CUTTER'S MOSpUE (MASJIl>-I-SANGTARASHAM)which 

was made f o r the use of a x c i s a n s , masons, and worke r s 
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who were recruited for the construction of Fatehpur 

Sikri*s bui ldings. In t h i s moeque monolithic s t r u t s 

and serpentine brackets were used in the facade to 

support the broad and slanting eave (Chajja). These 

s t ru t s are of red sand-stone. Though the red sand

stone i s the harder stone yet the s i ru t s have been 

cut and carved so tenderly tha t they surpa«s the i r 

v.'ooden prototypes. These are more or l e s s in *S' 

shape and serve dual purpose of support as well as 

decoration. Similarly in the in te r io r seven arches 

given in the screen (Western wall) are to ma shaped, 

which have been borrowed from torna or kirtiinukha 

shape of Hindu and Jain tenples of Bajasthan and 

Gujarat, For making these to ma type of arches 

makara shaped (crocodile) have been generally used 

to add the decorative effect in the arches. The 

above specific shapes of s t ru t s , brackets and torna 

type arches have been d i rec t ly taken from the Muslim 

architecture of Gujarat region as these are found 

in the l5th century Gujarati buildings i , e . Rani 

1, R. Nath, History of Mughal Architecture, New Delhi, 
1994, p , l88 . 
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S i p a r i ' s mosque, Ahmadabad, Jami Masjid, Dholka and 

Shaikh Jodh«s Masjid Anhilwara. These Gujara t i 

f ea tu res were introduced in the p r e s e n t mosque by 

the Guja ra t i a r t i s a n s obviously who were employed 

in the cons t ruc t ion of Fatehp^ir S i k r i , I t i s the 

e a r l i e s t bu i ld ing of Akbar where serpent ine s t r u t s 

and b r a c k e t s have been used as a d i s t i n c t fea ture 

of the a r c h i t e c t u r e , 

2. JAMI MASJID t 

The l a r g e s t congregat ional mosque i s pure ly a 

r e l i g i o u s bu i ld ing bu t i t cons t ruc t ion i s b sed on 

the corrbination of t r a b e a t e , corbe l and acruate 

s t y l e s p a r t i c u l a r l y in the process of the phase of 

t r a n s i t i o n below the domes of the liwan. The liwan 

which measures 87.78 x 19.81 m i s divided in to 

several sectionsv/i th the use of p i l l a r s . The p i l l a r s 

and the foiro of t h e i r shaf t s are t o t a l l y new to 

nor thern Indian mosque a r c h i t e c t u r e . The l a r g e r shaf t s 

of the p i l l a r s have been made by jo in ing two shaf ts 

with one above the o the r and a square c a p i t a l betw

een them. These p i l l a r s seura t o be the prototype of 
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l iwan p i l l a r of t he Jami Mosque Caihbay and Ahmad 

S h a h ' s mosque a t Ahmadabad whix:h was on Hindu 

temple a r c h i t e c t u r e ( P l a t e 1 B ) , Thus the a r r a n 

gement of p i l l a r s i n t h e s a n c t u a r y h a l l of t he 

mosque h a s been d e f i n i t e l y i n f l u e n c e d by t h e above 

mentioned mosques of G u j a r a t . Second impor t an t 

f e a t u r e of G u j a r a t i a r c h i t e c t u r e i s i n t h e form 

of underground t a n k s . Jama Masj id a t F a t e h p u r S i k r i 

i s t h e f i r s t mosque of mughal p e r i o d v h i c h c o n t a i n s 

w a t e r t a n k s ^ between t h e open c o u r t y a r d i n the p a t t e r n 

of Jami Mas j id a t Catribay (1325 A.D,) which c o n t a i n s 

two, underground w a t e r tfanks. The above p a t t e r n i s 

a l s o fo l lowed in t h e mosque of Ahmad Shah ( I 4 l 4 A,D,) 

a t Ahmadabad. 

3 . TOMB OF SHAIKH SALIM CHISTI : 

In the c o u r t y a r d of Jama Masj id x a t e h p u r S i k r i 

1 . James Ferguson , H i s t o r y of I n d i a n and E a s t e r n 
A r c h i t e c t u r e , r e v i s e d e d i t i o n , D e l h i , 1967 ,pp .527 . 

2 , T u r u k i ~ J a h a n q i r i , V o l . 1 1 , p p . 71-72 , 

J 

VAX. 
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on the northern side, t h i s extremely beautiful white 

marble building was constructed during the period of 

anperor Jahangir around 1616 A.D, The building i s 

consisted of a single square chamber in square plan 

measuring 14.43 mts in each side. In t h i s square 

tocnb building the cent ra l single chamber measuring 

14.48 mts each side i s surirounded by a corridor on 

each side and entrance gate of the chamber i s on 

southern side. Again in front of the corr idor in 

southern side i s a porch or port ico technical ly 

resembling the ardh-mandap o r muM -̂mandap of the 

temple archi tecture . Another significant feature i s 

the wide eaves with sainting nature surrounding the 

exter ior of the whole buildings. These slanting 

eaves (Chfiajja) have been supported by gracefully 

designed stiruts, again similar in shape and carving 

to the s t r u t s of Ahraadabad tomb archi tec ture . Each 

s t ru t s springs out from the centre of the p i l l a r to 

support the eave. These s t ru t s are serpentive in 

form and support the beam as well as the outer 

eave. They are refined copies of the brackets of 

the Stone Cutters Mosque, obviously based on the 

Gujarati patteim. 
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Besides the s t r u t s and b r a c k e t s the most impor

t a n t fea ture of the tomb bu i ld ing i s i t s ground plan 

based on the I5 th c Guja ra t i tonib of Ahmadabad, The 

ground plan of the Guja ra t i tomb was cons i s t ed of 

a s ingle chamber covered by a domes roof and t h i s 

chamber surrounded by a c o r r i d o r made with the help 

of p i l l a r s . In some of the tombs we find two c o r r i 

dors surrounding the chamber, inner and o u t e r bu t 

both of the^e made with the help of p i l l a r s and the 

space between the p i l l a r s f i l l e d up with stone l a t t i c e 

work mainly in the form of arabesques. On one side 

of the c o r r i d o r a p o r t i c o o r porch was provided which 

was a l so made with the help of p i l l a r s , s t r u t s and 

b r a c k e t s , genera l ly these were carved and in the 

serpent ine foim. The e a r l i e s t example of t h i s type 

of p lan i s the tomb of Sayyid Usman (1460 A,D,) a t 

Uananpur in Ahmadabad and followed in the l a t e r tombis 

of Darya Khan (a m i n i s t e r of Mahmud Shah), tomb of 

Azam-Kuazzam in Ahmadabad, but both these toBbs are 

of b r i c k s there fore s t r u t s of J a i n temple type are 

miss ing , however the ground p lan i s l i k e the tomb 

of Saiyyid Uanan, 

The tomb of s a in t Burhanuddin Qulb-i-Alam, who 

died in 1452 A,D. i s made in stone. This tomb 
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con ta in s inner chamber surrounded by broad inner 

arcade on a l l s i de s and a narrow arcade on the 

outer s ide . On one side of the o u t e r arcade i s 

the entrace porch. 

The f i n e s t exanqples of tomb a r c h i t e c t u r e are 

the tomb of Khattu and tomb of Mahraud Shah a t 

Sarkhej, 

To compare the groud p lan and ou t l ay of the 

tomb of Shaikh Salim C h i s t i , the tomb of Shah Alam 

(1532 A,D,) i s the b e s t example. This tomb bu i ld ing 

has been descr ibed as one of the most b e a u t i f u l 

bu i ld ing of Gujarat ( p l a t t 6B). The tonb of Shaikh 

Salim C h i s t i ' s ground p l an as wel l a s i t s e l eva t ion 

has been mainly copied from the tonib of Shah Aleon* 

The Gujara t i influence i s f u r t he r provided by 
2 

the account of the Tuzuk- i - Jahangi r i , which mentions 

1, Catherine B, Asher- New Cambridge His tory of Ind ia , 
p»56. 

2, Tuzuk*.JU.Jahanqiri, pp . 71-72, 
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t h a t rv¥)ees f ive l a c s were spent on i t s cons t ruc t ion 

and Qutbuddin Khan Kokaltash made the maitole r a i l i n g 

(mahjar) round the cen t i ry, f l o o r and dome, Qutbuddin 

Khan brought a r t i s a n s from Gujarat who were t ra ined 

in Gujara t i a r c h i t e c t u r e and main f e a t u r e s in the 

toirib of Shaikh Salim C h i s t i have been der ived from 

the tomb of Shaikh Ahmad K h a t t u , a t Sa rke j . 

4) ASTROLOGER'S SEAT : 

The so-ca l led A s t r o l o g e r ' s seat in the royal pa lace 

complex i s a lso a prototype of Rajputana-Gujarat a r c h i 

t e c t u r e . This s t r u c t u r e i s a sna i l p i l l a r e d pav i l ion 

covered by a domed roof. The pav i l i on ds made with 

the help of four square p i l l a r s , which support the 

above beam. From the upper half side of the p i l l a r s , 

serpent ine th ree t i e r s t r u t s emerged which support 

the beam as well as the o u t e r eaves. This s t r uc tu r e 

i s t o t a l l y a copy of the pav i l i on of the Jama Masjid, 

Carnbay cons t ruc ted in 1325 A.D, ( p l a t e 3A,B), 

1, Ih id , New Cambridge His tory of India« p , 56. 
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•rĵ e only change in Ast ro loger ' s s e a t ' s pav i l i on i s 

the shape of the dome. In the pav i l i on of Jama 

Masjid the shape of the dome 4fi shallow pointed 

while here i t i s a pyramidal dome, Howevei, the 

source of carved serpent ine s t r u t s of the Jama 

Masjid pav i l ion i s e a r l i e r J a i n temples (Dilwara 

temple, Mt, Abu). 

5 . . D2iW/̂ v.I~KHAS : 

The bu i ld ing of Diwan-i^Khas in i t s i n t e r i o r 

con t a in s a s ingle p i l l a r which i s crowned by a c i r -

c u l a r pla t form and the pla t form i s sv5>port€d by the 

b racke t s (36) emerging out from the upper shaf t of 

the p i l l a r . They have beer b e a u t i f u l l y designed and 

bear the unmistakably the Gujarat stamp according 

to R. Nath, But R,Nath could not cor robora te h i s 

statement by any Gujarat bui ldingf . I n my opixkion 

the c i r c u l a r p la t fonn and i t ' s supporting b r a c k e t s 

drew i n g j i r a t i o n from the c i r c u l a r ba l con i e s of the 

minrate of the Gujarat mosques. The Shnh Alaro's mosque 

a t Ahoaadabad Has constxructed towards the c lose of 

1. Mughal Arch i t ec tu re , Vol, I I , p , 2 5 1 , 
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the l 5 t h century and i t s minra te contaCns four c i rcu^ 

l a r ba l con i e s supported by the b r a c k e t s in two t i e r 

e f fec t (p la te 5A ) . In t h t same s ty l e bu t with more 

refined b r a c k e t s are the ba l con i e s of the Sidi B a s h i r ' s 

mosque a t Ahmadabad ( P l a t e . 5B), The ba l con ie s of 

these mosques suggest c l o s e a f f i n i t y with the c i r c u 

l a r seat of the Diwan-i-khas p i l l a r , the only change 

i s in the form of more ref ined b r a c k e t s with four 

t i e r e f fec t (p l a t e 4B), Thus t h i s p i l l a r a n d : i t s c i r c u 

l a r crowning sea t a l so seems t o be under the Gujara t i 

in f luence , 

6) DIWAN.I-AM : 

The l a t t i c e work of the Diwan-i-Am on the r i g h t 

and l e f t s ides of the iiiperor* s sea t resembles with 

the l a t t i c e work of Shaikh Salira C h i s t i * s tomb. 

The only d i f fe rence i s of the s tone. In the tomb of 

the Shaikh Salim C h i s t i l a t t i c e work i s in white 

maitole while in Diwan-i-ftjn , i t i s in red sand stone, 

bu t the des igns of both the s t ruc tu re s are compara

t i v e l y of the same type . These l a t t i c* -work resemble 

wlththe l a t t i c e work of Mahmud Shah's tomb a t Sarkhej 
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( P l a t e 2 ) , Thus a g a i n even in t h e l a t t i c e work 

G u j a r a t i i n f l u e n c e i s a l s o v i s i b l e . I t seems t h a t 

t h e whole b u i l d i n g ' s c l o i s t e r s were made by t h e 

l o c a l a r t i s a n s a s i t ' s p i l l a r s and beam i n t r a b e a t e 

s t y l e a r e s i m i l a r t o l o c a l s t y l e . Bu t t h e s l o p i n g 

roof above t h e s e a t of the Etapror i s of Bengal t y p e 

whi le t h e l a t t i c e work on t h e s i d e of t h e s e a t i s 

of Gu ja r a t t y p e . 

7 . KHWABGAH COMPLEX : 

I n t h e Khwabgah complex, t h e r e i s a doub le 

s t o r i e d s t ruc tu i fe which i s s i t u a t e d on t h e w e s t e r n 

s ide of Anup T a l a o , T h i s s t r u c t u r e h a s been made 

w i t h two l a y e r s one above the o t h e r of p i l l a r e d a r c h 

i t r a v e w i t h f l a t r o o f s . Th i s s t r u c t u r e i s a g a i n of 

new t y p e in t h e complex (Plat^e lA) and a p p e a r s in 

Mughal a r c h i t e c t u r e f o r t h e f i r s t t ime,However, 

such type of b u i l d i n g s were common in G u j a r a t i a r c h 

i t e c t u r e a t Sarkhe j and Almadabad, Malmud Shah* s 

p a l a c e a t Sa rkhe j ( p l a t e A ^ ) and Mahmud Begra's 

p a l a c e a t Sarkhej a r e i n t a c t p a l a c e s of t h e p e r i o d . 

^» MuQhal A r c h i t e c t u r e , V o l , I I , p , 2 3 2 , 
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Though t h e r e i s a d i f f e r e n c e in t h e f acade of 

Khwabagah and t h e p a l a c e s of Sarkhej y e t t h e 

g e n e r a l o u t l o o k of t h e facade resemble t o a 

g r e a t e x t e n t . T h e r e f o r e , i t seems t h a t t h e idea 

of double s t o r eyed c o l l o n a d e s t r \ x : t u r e of Khwabgah 

was a l s o p r o b a b l y i n s p i r e d by t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e 

of G u j a r a t p a l a c e s , 

8) SO-.CALLED JODH BAI'S PALACE i 

TO (So-cal led Jodh B a i ' s p a l a c e i s t h e l a r g e s t 

and w e l l p r e s e r v e d b u i l d i n g . I t i s an enc losed 

p a l a c e hav ing an e n t r a c e g a t e i n t h e middle of t h e 

e a s t e r n w a l l . I t i s a double s t o r e y e d b u i l d i n g having 

f o u r s u i t s . The e n t r a c e g a t e i s f l anked on b o t h t h e 

s i d e s by ca rved n i c h e s and above the n i c h e s 1 B t h e 

upper s t o r e y o r i e l windows ( Jharoka ) have been 

c o n s t n i c t e d . 

The n i c h e s in t h e i n t e r i o r of t h e e n t r a n c e g a t e 

have been d e c o r a t e d w i t h t h e t o m a d e s i g n of J a i n 

t emples of Gu ja r a t in t h e min i form. S i m i l a r l y t h e 

w e l l l a i d o u t o r i e l windows in t h e upper s t o r e y 

j u s t above t h e e n t r a n c e g a t e a s w e l l a s i n t h e e a s t -

wes t c o r n e r s of t h e b u i l d i n g s have been borrowed in 
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t o t a l i t y from the Rajputana palace archi tecture of 

ch i t t o r of Rana Kumbha's reign. As i t was the 

principal Haram Sera and probably Enperor's wives 

of Rajput race were accomodated, the decorated 

nitches and o r i e l windows were conciously made to 

su i t t h e i r t a s t e . In the i n t e r i o r decoration, the 

carving of the b e l l and chain motif has a lso been 

derived from the Hindu temple archi tecture of Raj-

putana and probably the general plan of the palace 

has been influenced by the Man Mandir palace of 

the Gwalior fo r t . 

Thus the above mentioned buildings suggest the 

complete assimilation of Gujarat! axxrhitectural 

features in the buildings of Fatehpur Sikr i , The 

fusion i s so perfect tha t a new s ty le of a rchi tec

ture has been developed, which never took place 

in the ea r l i e r period. Thus the architecture of 

Patehpur Sikr i also i l l u s t r a t e not only ca tho l ic i ty 

of the Snperor but also h i s genuine and conscious 

urge to combine the regional features of h i s domi-

nion in the imperial bui ldings. 

1, Mughal Architecture, Vol , I I , p.217, 
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