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My present study is concerned with the history of
Gujarat from the beginning of the Muslim rule at the close
of the thirteenth century to the end of the reign of Mehmud
Begarah in the early sixteenth century. This history of
Gujarat passed through three phases. In the initial phase in
1306-7 s.D., Gujarat became a part of Delhi Sultanate. In the
second phase in 1407 A.D. Gujarat emerged as an independent
Xingdom. The third phase deals with the reign of Mehmud
Begarah (1459 to 1511 A.D.) in vwhioh periocd Gujarat was on

its olimax.

Chapter one of this work deals with the estadblishment
of the Turkish rule in Gujarat. After the conquest of
Alauddin Khalji, Gujarat was ruled by a number of Governors
on behalf of the Delhi Sultans. It continued to be a part
of Delhi Sultanate till the disintegration of Tughlaq

dynasty.

The mecond Chapter discusses the emergence of the
Sultanate of Gujarat. The weak Tughlay Sultans lost their

control over the outlying provinces and Timur's invasion in



1398 A.D. broke all the link between the centre and
province. In 1407 A.D. Zafer Khan, the last Governor
of Gujarat, at the suggestion of his nobles assumed the knsigwe oF
1y aunel areland
xexally - himgelf as an independent Sultan under the litle of

Mugaffar Shah.

The third Chapter begina with the history of the reign
of Mehmud Begarah who ruled over Gujarat for more than
£ifty years from 1459 A.D. to 1511 A.D. As a great warrior,
he conquered many couniries ard expandeld the boundary of
Gujarat, He was also extolled by the contemporary writers
as a most effecient administrator whose interest for the
velfare of his subject became legendary. His pover was
established and maintained by a well organised army. It is
said that in the last year of his reign it consisted one
lakh scldiers.

The fourth Chapter deals with the socio-religious and
economic condition of Gujarat under the reign of Mehmud
Begarah such as the languages, customs, religions food
habits, dresses and source of sntertainment of the people,

and trade and commexrce of Gujarat,

The last Chapter discusses the progress of learming in
the reign of Mehmud Begarah, Though Mehmud Begarah had
never received a systemetic education, he had gained consi-

Mtn g
dexrable knovledge by his constant essociation with lesmrning,



fle made many madargag and patronised foreign scholars.
Persian literature flourished and many works were translated

into persian from Arabic during this period,

The main sources of evidence that I used in the writing
of this dissertation are the major contemporary sources in
persian like Tarikh-i-Sadr-i-Jahen, Zamina-i-Mather-i-

Mehmud Shahi of Shamsuddin and Tarikh~i-Gujarat of Sharfuddin
Many contemporary travells of ¥arthema, Nicolo Conti, Nikitin
and Barbosa have been consulted which provided us the clear
and vivid information regarding the trade and commerce during
the reign of Mehmud Begarah. Some of the contemporary works
which vere composed little earlier or later than the period

under review,have also been utilized in our study.

My workt is the result of the sassistance and advice of
my supervisor Mr. I.H. Siddiqui, to whom I am grateful., I
am especially grateful to Dr. Z.A. Desai, Director(epigraphy)
Archaeological survey of India, Nagpur, who rendered me one
valuable assistance in making available inscriptional
evidence, which are not available even in the persian

source bhooks.



EXPANSI P _MUSLIM N GU. T

0f all the States of Indian subcontinent Gujarat was
c/ulu‘nq'/hi Micld & Hoey
the richest with—its beginning., Its prosperity always

attracted the Sultans of Delhi, Before the conquest of
Alauddin Khalji all the expeditions that were made by the
Delhi Sultans to Gujarat were only for plundering not for
conquest. In 1178 A.D. Muhammad Ghouri made an expedition
againgt the Rai Bhim of Gujarat and was defeated and forced

to retreat by him.l

Muhammad Ghouri as well as his succésaor Qutubuddin
Albek and Iltutmish never made any serious attempts to actually
make a territorial conqueat of Gujarat., Perhaps the reason for
this lay in the fact that the Delhi Sultans reaslised that
governing that distant province like Gujarat would be too much
of a strain both financially and militarily on the central
administration in Delhi, Gujarat was however too rich that it
could not be ignored. The Delhi Sultans, therefore resorted
to the practice of making frequent military incursions into
that State for the purposes of plundering its vast wealbh,

1. Minhaj-i-3iraj, Tabgati Nasgiri ed. Abdul Hay Habib, Kabul
1963 Vol.I, p.229, VoT.II, p.404,



Qutubuddin invaded Gujarat in January 1197 A.D. and
avenged the Sultan's (Muhammad Ghouri) defeat by defeating

Bhim Deva and plundering his Gapital.l

Having obtained much
booty he returned to his country. After Qutubuddin his
successor Iltutumish sent an unsuccessful expedition against

the King of Nahrwala.2

under the command of Malik Tajuddin
Sanjar.’ When Ghimsuddin Balban became the Sultan of Delhi
in 1266 A.D., he was advised by his ministers to make an
attack against the prosperous province of Gujarat to acquire
its treasure. Barni writesthat ' The intimate friends of the
Sultan, such as Adil Khan, Tabar Khan and others of the old
Shamgi slaves~-—vme=—- often said to him ~—— govereigns like
Qutubuddin Aibek and Shamguddin our former patrons conquered
Jhain, Malwa, Ujjain, Gujarat and other distant countries

and carried off treasure and valuables and elephants and

horses from the Rais and Ranas".4 At that time however there

1. Hasan Nizami, Tajul Mathir, Transcribed copy of Ms. p.503,
Hasan Nizami writes that Qutubuddin Aibek sent this booty
to Ghazna in respect of his master.

2. Ojha Rajputana ii p.462 Cf. Habibullah, foundation of
Muglim Rule in India.

3. Saiyad Abu Zafar Nadvi, Tarikh-i-Gujarat Delhi 1971
p.11.

4. Barni, Tarikh-i~Feroz Shahi, ed Saiyad Ahmad Khan Asiatic
Society of Bengal 1862, p.50.



was some fear of Mangol invesions from the north and this

prevented Balban from turning his attention to Gujarat.

The great imperialist Alauddin Khalji also sent 2 large
army under the commend of Ulugh Khan and Nusrat Khan to
plunder Gujarat in the year 1298 A.D.1 When the news of the
arrival of the Turkish army reached Rai Xaran, the King of
Gujarat, he consulted his ministers who advised him to leave
the Country, and come back after the Turkish army returned
to Delhi after plundering Gujarat.Z

Ministers to Rai Xeran showed that all the expeditions which

The suggestion of

had been made by the early Sultans of Delhi were only for
the purpose of plunders.

Rel with his daughter Deval Devi fled to Deoglirl where
he got refuge with Ram Deva.3 His entire property and Harem
was left in his Capital Karan's wife Kamla Devi and many
other valuables fell into the hand of Turkish army. From
Nahrwala the Turkish army moved into Somnath pattan and
demolished the temple of Somnath? which had been built a
fresh after it had bheen destroyed by Mehmud of Ghagni. From
Somnath pattan the Turkish army reached the rich sea port of
Cambay which had a large numbers of rich foreign merchants,

1. Barni writes that Alauddin Xhalji ascended the throne in
the year 1296 A.D. and in the third year of his reign he
sent this expedition, It means thies expedition took the
place in 1298 A.D. Op. cit p.251.

2. Isami, Putuh Salatin, ed. A.S. Usha Madras 1948 p.252.
3. Isami op. cit p.252,
4. B&I‘Hi. 00. cit 902510



AL
of Cambay they acquired a large quantity of Jewels and
precious articles. They also took & slave Hagzar Dinari
from the merchant who later became the famous Malik Kafur.l

With a huge booty the Turkish army returned to Delhi.

S.C. Misra writes that after the retreat of the Tarkish
army no Governor was appointed to govern the conquered area.2
HEowever we find one inscription which indicates that after
this conquest one Governor Shihabuddin Ahmad, son of Muhammad
vas aprointed in Cambay. He was died in Oambay in 1299 A.D.3
either by natural death or by loecal people., Farishta's
account corroborates this view. He writes that the conquerors
appointed a Governor and leaving a part of the amy for its

defence returned towaids Delhi.4

Probably after the retreat of the Turkish army, Karan
defeated the Governor and killed him and succeeded to estab-
lish his rule once again. Due to the problems caused by the
Mangol invasion, Alauddin could not take immidiate steps to

replace the Governor.

1. 1Ibhia.

2. S.CéBMiara, Rige of Muslim Power in Gujarat, Bombay 1963.
p. 66.

3. Epigraphia Indica Arabic and Persian Supplement 1962
PP 3"‘4.

4, Farishts, Tarikh-in%riggta, Yoll ed Naval Kishore
Lucknow, 1905. P. 184.



Isami writes that when Alauddin became free from the
Mangol problem he sent Malik Ahmad Jhitan to conquer Gujarat
once more.l ¥hen Karan heard about the arrival of Ahmad, he
fled again., Along with his companions he reached Telingana
where he received shelter with Ludder Deo.2 At this time
Malik Ahmad captured Deval Rani, the beautiful daughter of
Raja Karan.’ Malik Ahmad stayed for a month or two in
pattan. Alauddin sent him oxrders to entrust the newly
conquered province to one of hie lieutinents and return to

Delhi immediately slong with Deval Devi.?

Now Alp Khan was apvoointed as a Governor of Gujarat.5

He administered Gujarat carefully for twenty years till he
was recalled in 1316 A.D. by Alauddin Khalji at the instiga-

tion of Malik Xafur and was unjustly put to death.6 The

1, There were many causes behind the Alauddin's eagerness
for the conquest of Gujarat. This ocountry was not only
fertile, had a great impoxrtamce for the trade. ¥With
the control over the western sea vorts.he could accumu-

late a lot of gold and silver brought by the traders
of foreign couniries. He ocould orgsnise his army by the
good horses which were imported from Arab, Iraq and Turk.

2. Isami op. cit p. 287,

3. Ibid.

4, Ibid.

5. Ibid p. 288,

6. Ibid p.339, Barni Op. cit p. 368,



murder of Alp Khan in Delhi caused wide spread anger among
the soldiers posted in Gujarat. They expreased it by rising

in arms against the Central authority.l

At the death of Alauddin in 1316 A.D. Malik Kafur
placed a young boy named Shihabuddin on the throne and him-

2 Now Malik Kafur sent a series

self became the Vice regent.
of expeditions under the officers of Kemaluddin Gara3 and
Ain-ul-Mulk Multani. However the former was murdered and
vhen letter was on his way, Kafur wes himself murderad.4
Having got the news of the new developments in the Capital
the general stopped and decided to wait till the situation

in Delhi stablished.

Shortly afterwards Prince Qutubuddin the Son of
Alauddin took up the reins of Government and ordered
Ain-ul-Mulk to proceed to Gujarat and to bring it back under
his control.’ Malik Ain-ul-Mulk resched Gujarat and estab-
lished peace. vwhen he completed his work, he was recalled

to Delhi and was given the robes of honour.

How Qutubuddin Mubarak Shah gave his father in law,

Mal ik Dinar, the title of Zafar Khan and sent him to govern

)

Gujarat. Zafar Khan egstablished such an excellent Government

1. Isami op. cit pp. 340-4l,

2. 1Ibid p. 343.

3. Barni ov. cdit p.369.

4. 1Ibid p. 349.

5. Isamli op. ¢it p. 354, Barni op, cit p. 388.
6. Ibid p. 360.

te



it

that the people forgot the days of Alp Khan.l

In spite of
his good administration Zafar Khan was recalled from Gujarat

within six months.

One Khusru Khen at this time enjoyed the Sultan's
confidence and he pursuaded the Sultan to execute his father
in law, Malik Dinar was executed without any raaaon.z Now
Khusru Khan's bdbrother, Hisamuddin was sent as & Governor of
Gujarat. He tried to bring about a revolt with the help of
parwarl community but he was imprisoned by some Amirs and
sent to Delhi.3 Now the Sultan sent Malik Wajihuddin Quraishi
as a Governor of Gujarat.4 During his tenure of office the
province enjoyed peace., He was also summoned from Gujarat

and rewarded with the title of Sadarul Mulk.5

6 and

Khusru Khan assassinated Qutudbuddin Mubarak Shah
having assumed the title of Nasiruddin became the Sultan of
Delhi but he too was murdered by a great noble Ghasi Malik

Tughlaq.

l. Barmi op. cit p. 389.

2. Barni op. cit p. 395.

3. Barni op oit p. 397, Farishta op. cit Vol.I p. 120.
4, PFarishte op. cit p. 126. Barni op. cit. p.397.

5. Barni op. cit p. 397.

6. Isami op. cit pp. 373.
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There was no survivor of Alauddin's family, and accor-
dingly the nobles enthroned Ghagi Malik who assumed sovereignty
under the title of Ghiassuddin Tughlaq Sheh in 1321 A.D. The
new Sultan sent Shadi to quell the rebels and bring Gujarat
into complete subjection but Shadi too was killed by the

rebels.l

The reign of Muhammad bin Tughlaq brought about the
revolts of foreign Amirs in Gujarat. Barni writes that the
Sultan patronised many foreign Amirs. The foreign Amirg
vho rebelled in Gujarat were holding the title of Amir-i-
Sadah (centurians).? This revolt broke out due to the murder
of eighty Amirs by Azigz Himmar, the Governor of Malwa. The
reason of the murder of these foreign Amirs was that they
were considered dangerous subjeot by Sultan Muhammad bin
Tughlaq. At the time of his departure for Malwa, Azigz was
glven special instructions by Muhammad bin Tughlaq about
these foreign Amirs., Bami quoted him as saying " If you
find at Dhar any of these Amirg, who are disaffected and
ready to rebel, you must get rid of them in the best way
you can."3 Aziz acted accordingly and murdered eighty of

ln IB&lﬁ. Op. 0115 pp- 410"'140

2. Bammi op. cit p. 495,
This term literary translated the Ag;g; of hundreds
vho were not however purely military officers, but
revenue officials responsidble for the collection of taxes
in groups of about a hundred villages each, who were
entitled to a commission of five percent on their collec-

tions. VWolseley Haigq, Cambg;%ge Higtoix of India Vol.III,
Cambridge University Press 1928 p. 1 N,

3. Barni op. cit pp. 504-5,



the foreign Amirs. The rebels got enraged, and looted the
royal treasure from the naib Wagir Muqbil who was proceeding

towards Delhil and murdered Azig Himmar.z

The Sultan could not tolerate this definnce of his
authority. He apnointed a new Governor Muisuddin3 and him=-
self marched for Gujarat at the head of an army to orush the
rebels. Having arrived in Gujarat he defeated the rebels
completely and reorganigzed the administration. He stayed
for some time at Broach and engaged himself in collecting
the tribute which had long been in arrears. BSarni writes

that the Sultan apnointed harsh collectors as an enstrument

13

of punitive action.4 He punished those who ocould be suspected

of helping the rebels,

After establishing peace in Gujarat, he started to
suppress an uprising in Daulatabad. In Daultabad the Sultan
heard that one rebellion had broke out in Gujarat under the
command of Taghi’ who was followed by the foreign Amirs end
the Mugqaddims of Gujarat. Leaving the affairs of Daultabad
in the charge of his lisutinent, the Bultan arrived in
Gujarat., He defeated Taghi at Eadi nearly twenty five miles

north-west of Aawal.6 Taghi fled to XKant Barahi and from

1. Ibid p». 507.
2. Ibid p. 508,
3. Barmi op. cit. p. 508,
4, 1Ibid p. 513,
5. Ibid p. 515.
6. Batd p. 523,



there he wrote to Rai of Junagarh requesting shelter. When
the Rai saw the strength of the Royal army, he decided to
make Taghi prisoner and deliver him up to the Sultan., Having
realized the intention of the Rai, Taghi fled to Thatta where

he got refuge with Jam.l

Due to the establishment of Bahmani rule in Daultabad
the Sultan gave up the deocision of going to Daultabad and
decided to restore his authority in Gujarat., His firast
attack was upon the iokharji Gohil of Piram whom he defeated
and distroyed the fortress of Piram.2 Seeing the power and
the rage of the Sultan, the Mukaddams, the Ranas and the
Mhhantg of Gujarat paid their homage to the Sultan and
received robes end rewards. Rana of Mandal slaughtered the
followers of Taghi and sent their heads to the Sultan.’ Now
the Sultan decided to recover his loss of Daulatabad by
conquering the fort of Junagarh. He attacked Junagarh and
captured the fort and a Governor was appointed to govern it.
The Rai was made prisoner. ¥With the conquest of Junagarh he

brought the whole of the coastal region of Sorath under his

8W.4

1. Ibid p. 519.

2., Rasmala I, p. 305-9 Cf., S.C. Misra op. oit p. 118.
3. Barni op. cit p. 520.

4. 1Ibid p. H23.

iy
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After consolidating his power in the mainland and the
peninsula of Sorath, the Sultan started for Thatta in pursuit
of Taghi. When he was on the way of Thatta, fallen éét and

soon died in 1350 A.D. on the banks of Indus.l

After the death of “uhaminad-bin-Tughlaq when Ferog Shah
arrived in Gujarat he appointed Zafar Khan I as a Governor of
Gujarat by removing Nizamul Mulk.2 Zafar Khen died in Gujarat
and his eldest son took his place and title.3 His deputy was
Shamsuddin Anwar Khan. About 1376 A.D. the revenue received
from Gujarat had declined considerably and one noble Shamsuddin
Damagheni petetioned the Sultan that he was ready to pay the
forty lakh of tankas over and above the total revenue of
Gujarat along with one hundred elephants two hundred slaves
annually. Sultan Ferog Shah appointed him as a deputy because
Anwar, would not ready to pay the same ammount and Zafar Khan
remained as a Governor of Gujarat.4 Wolseley Haig writes
thet Shamsuddin Anwar Khan was dismissed along his Governor
Zafar Khan’ which does not seen to be correct because before

the appointment of Sikandar Khan no body was appointed as a

1. Ibid v».525.

2. Yahya, Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shahi, Bibliotheca Indica,
Calcutta, 31. p. 131,

3. Ibid
4. 1Ibid, p. 132,
5. Wolseley Haig op. eit p.182.
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Governor of Gujarat. Because Damaghani could not discharge
his duty, he, therefore, rebelled. The Sultan sent an army
against him and he was killed. After the death of Damaghani
Malik Mufarrah became the deputy to the Governor Zafar Khan.
Commissariat writes that Malik Mufarrah was appointed as a

1 Hovever there is an evidoncez to

Governor of Gujarat,
controvert this viev that Malik Mufarrah was the deputy Mugqti
of the Igta of Cambay at this time and not the Governor of

Gujarat.

At the time when Muhammad Shah son of Feroz Shah was
enjoying equal authority with his father, the received
complaints against the tyranny of Malik Mufarrah. He appointed
Malik Yaqub Khan, entitled Sikandar Khan3 as & Governor of
Gujarat. Sikendar Khan was murdered by Malik Mufarrah and
the igqta of Gujarat was granted to Zafar Khan who became the
Govemor of Gujarat after defeating Malik Mufarrah,

Westward Expansgion:

On the west some portions of the Coastal region in the
reninsula of Sorath had been subjugated at the time of
Alauddin's conquest which remained in the hands of the

l. M.S. Commissariat, History of Gujarat Vol.I Bombay
1938, p.46.

2. E.I.A.P.8.,, 1961 p.l1l3,

3. Farishta op. cit p. 266¢ Haji-ad-Dabir, ZafruL-Walih-b%-
Mugaffar Walih Vol.II tr. M.F. Lokhand Wala Baroda 1 ’
7.898,



Gujarat Governor till the emergence of the Sultanate of

Gujarat.

When Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq arrived in Gujarat, he
conquered the whole of the coastal region in the peninsula
of Sotath including the fort of Junagarh.! with the death
of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq, the Hai of Junagarh regained his
authority and captured the fort. He also establighed his
control over the coastline.2 In the reign of fexroe Tughlaq
about 1375 A.D. one expedition was sent against the local
Chiefs of Mangrol and brought it under his control.’ Mangrol
became the head quarter to administer the coastal region of

the penunsula of Sorath.4

The local Hindu Chiefs would frequently recover their
authority in the coasstal areas. Somnath pattan was atill
under the control of Hindu Chiefs. Zafar Khan the last
Governor of Gujarat attacked Somnath pattan and ravaged the

temple and established a thana thorn.s

1. Barni op, c¢it p.523.
2. S.C, Misra op. cit p. 122, \
3. Commissariat Vol. I, op. cit pp. T1-T72,

4, Epigraphia Indica Arabic and Persian supplement 1962,
P 4.
5. Niszamuddin Ahmad, Tabgati Akbari ed. B, De and Maulvi

Hidayat Husain, Calcutta, Bibliothece Indica 1935 Vol.III
p.87; Farishta, Vol,II op. cit, p.180.

bl



After the death of Zafar Khan, his grandson, Ahmad
Shah initiated the work of expansion. Commissariat writes
that Ahmad Shah levied the tribute from Gohels and by this
time the power of the Gujarat Sultan started to extend to

the Central plain of Kathiawar.l

The complete subjugation
of the peninsula of Sorath was completed in the reign of
the great Sultan Sultan Mehmud Begarah. He conquered the
fort of Junagarh and the port of Jagat and expanded the

boundary on the west till the Arabian sea.

Southwards Expansion:

With the conquest of Gujarat by Alauddin Khalji, the
Hindu Chiefs in the South from Navasari to Bombay became
tributaries to the Governor of Gujarat. In the reign of
Mubarak Khilji (1317-21 A.D,) Mahaim was conquered and a

2

thana was established there. One inscription found in

Konkan shows that it was governed by the Governor of Gujarat

in the late Tughlaq period. Even the grave of the son of
Malik Mufarrah is found in Konkan.3

18

The establishment of the independent sultanat of Gujarat

added much strength to the position of the Gujarat Sultan in

the Konkan. In 1429 A.D. Ahmad Shah established a garrison

under the captain of Kutb Khan at Mahalm near Bombay and

another garrison was established at thana.4

1., Commissariat Vol. I op. cit p.81.

2, Guzetteer of the Bombay Presidency Vol.XIII part II
Bombay 1882, p. 438.

30 E.1.A.P.8. 1966’ ppng-I.O; 1974 PP. 3"40

4, Nigamuddin Ahmad, op. cit, pp.117-19.
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When Mehmud Begarah ascended the throne he strengthened
his hold on the Konkan and about 1495 A.D. he devided Gujarat
into separate devisions and appointed Governors for each. In
the South he made thana the headquarter and Farhat-i-Mulk was
appointed to administer the deviaion.l

Eagtwards Expangion:

On the east Mehmud Begarah conquered the fort of
Champaner and founded the city of Muhammadabad. Now the
boundary of Gujarat on the east bordered the State of Malwa.

Northwards Expansion:

In the north Jalor wes a feudatory State under the
Gujarat Sultan. Probably in the reign of the Sultan Mehmud
Begarah the ruler of Jalor had dbecome turbulent. Therefore,
Mehmud Begarah conquered it and assimilated it in his
Kingdom and the Shig of Jalor was given to Malik Budhan to

be administered.z

Beaides the conquest of Mehmud Begarah there were a
large number of States around the Gujarat who were the
vessals of Gujarat Sultan and expanded the boundary of the
Gujarat Kingdom., The details of its boundary are given in
the book of Arabic History of Gujarat ~—— " From Muhammadabad
to Mandu and from Junagarh to Sindh; from Jalor and Nogor

l1.Sharfuddin, Tarikh-i-Guiarat Ms. No.162, Maulana Aszad Lidbrary
Aligarh p, 126; Nigamuddin Ahmad op. cit p.l53.
ZQEQI.A.PDSO 1974 po 370



to Sewalik mountains; from Baglana to Nasik Trimbek; from
Burhanpur to Karkun as far as river Narbada; from Idar to
Chitor and Kumbhalmer; from the Vest Coast of Hindustan to
Chewal".l Its political map did not change ¢till the eve of
Akbar's conquest of Gujarat. However ir 1580 A.D. Akbar
devided his empire in twelve gggggz and Gujarat was dismem-
bered. Its boundaries now returned to what were at the
beginning of the Sultanat period. On the north it was
bounded by the frontier Sarkar of Jalor, on the est by
Malwa, on the South by Maharashtra, while the Arabian sea
constituted its Western boundary.5

l. Haji-ad-Dabir Vol. I, op. cit p. 29.

2. Abul Fael, g%bar Neamah, Vol.III, Pt. I, Asiatic Society
of Bengal, Calcutta, 1886, p. 282.

3 Abgt4?azl, Ain-i-Akbari Vol,II, Naval Kighore, 1881,
Pe .

2o
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CHAPTER - II
EMERGENCE OF THE SULTANATE OF GUJARAT

The emergence of the Sultanate of Gujarat was the result
of the disintegration of Delhl Sultanate. The process of the
disintegration was atarted during the closing years of the
reign of Muhammad -bin-Tughlag, due to the disaffection and
rebellion brokeup in Delhi, the Capital. In the words of
Barni - " The rules for enforcing the royal schemes became
dailly more oppressive to the people. More and more people
became disaffected-—e—m==-~, The i1llfeelings of the people
gave rise to outbreaks and revolts. Due to the revolts
Sultan lost his hold upon the territories he posasessed.
Gujarat and Deogiri were the (distant) possession that

remained, " 1

The death of Sultan Feroz Shah in Oct. 23, 1388 A.D.°

wvas followed by a civil war causing anarchy. At this time,
prince Muhammad succeeded in capturing the capital city of
Delhi and ascended the throne by taking the title of
Nasiruddin Muhammad Shah.> 3hortly afterwards he decidet

1. Barni, op. cit p.471.
2., PFarighta, Vol.I, op. cit p.150.
3. TYahya op. cit p. 137.
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to replace the royal Governors in the provinces. The ¥Wali
of Gujarat against whom he had received complaintes, was
replaced by Zafar Khan in 1391 A.D.1

A firman was issued to Zafar Khan, conferring the
Governorship of Gujaratz on him with the high sounding title
of Asam-i-ﬂumayun.3 He was also honoured with a red canopy
and was presented a robe of honour on his departure in Febd 8,
1391 A.D.% Nizamuddin Ahmad writes that Zafar Khan was
conferred a royal umbrella end a red pavilion, which was

apecially reserved for the King.5

With the sppointment of Zafar Khan his son Tatar Khan
was kept at the court by the Sulten as his vazir as a pledge

for his father's loyalty.6

Zafar Khan defeated and killed Farhat-ul~Mulk Rasti
Khen at Kambhoi on Jan 4, 1392 A.D.! With this success
Zafar Khan started Muzaffar Shahi rule because he did not rule

as a Governor. He began the process of consolidation which

1. Bihamad Khani, Tarikhei-Muhammadi, MS. No. 65, f0l.427a
2. Sikendar op. cit p. 14.

3. Parishta op. cit p. 179.

4. Sikandar op. cit p.J4.

5. Nigamuddin Ahmad op. cit p. 83.

6. Farishta, op. cit. p. 179.

T. Sikandar op. cit p. 15.



<3

was appeared in the form of the independent Kingdom of

Gujarat,

After defeating Rasti Khan, Zafar Khan started to
crugh the power of those Rajput rulers who were the danger
for him., He made three military expeditions against the
powerful Rajput principalify of Idar, situated on the north-
east of Gujarat. The ruled of Idar was Rao Ranmal who
brought the whole of Bagad, the mountainous area on the

frontier of Gujarat, Rajasthan and Malwa under his rule.l

2 Nigamuddin

His first attack was led in 1393 A.D.
Ahmad gives the cause for this first attack in the above
mentioned year that Nasiruddin Muhammad Shah died and the
affairs of the Delhi came into confusion and most of the
Zamindars had become insurgent and the Raja of Idar also
withdrawn his head from the yoke of dapendence.’ Zafar Khan
defeated Raja of Idar in several severe battles. Therfore,
Raja was compelled to shut himself up in the fort, In a
very short time there was such acarcity and famine in the
fort that the house hold animals had to be used for food.
Ultimately Raja sent his eldest son t¢ Zafar Xhan to sue
for quarter.4 Zafar Khan took such tributes from him as he

wanted and raised the siege.

l. Rasmala I p. 310 Cf., S.C. Misra, op. cit p. 145.
2. Sikandar op. cit p. 16.

3. Nigamuddin Ahmad op. cit p. 85,

¥. PFarishta op. c¢it p. 179,
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His second expedition was led in 13%98 A.D. in which
he was accompanied with his son Tatar Khan.l At this time
Zafar Khan completely subdued Idar dut due to the arrival
of Amir Timur in the north India, Zafar EKhan did not consider
it expedient to remain far from his Capital. Thus at this
time too he took tribute from Rao Ranmal and retumrmed to
pattan.2 He led his final invasion against Idar in 1400-1 A.D.
and conquered it. There he established a thana and devided
this country among his nobles and returned to his capital

Pattan.3

In 1397 A.D. Zafar Khan attacked the infidels of
Mandalgarh, a dependency of Mewar. According to Farishta,
during the Government of Farhau-ul-Mulk, the Rajputs of
Mandalgarh acquired such strength as to expel the Muhammadans
from their territories, refusing also to pay the usual txibute.4
When Zafar Khan brought his military near the fortress of
Mandal, Raja shut himself up in it. Sikandar writes that
Zafar Khan beseiged fortress till one year and some monthc.s
In the end Raja begged for mercy. Zafar Khan raised the
seige on the condition fof payment on a large sum in gold

and Jewels.6

l. 8ikendar op. cit p. 20.

2. Ibid

3. Farishta op. cit p. 181. Nizamuddin Ahmad op. cit p.89.
4, Farishta op. cit p. 180.

5. Sikandar op. cit p.l8.

6. Farishta op. cit p. 180.
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With the death of Nasiruddin Muhammad Shah the control
of the Delhi Sultanate over out lying provinces ceased. 1In
the capital the rival princess began to fight for the throne
while the Govemors became independent. If our inscriptional
gources are to be believed, then it is cleared that during
this period of political anarchy, not only the Governors were
rebelling against the central authority (i.e. Sultanate ruler)
but petty officials were also asserting their independence
vigs-a~-vis their own provincial Governors as for example in
the case of Sorath., The ghigq of Sorath under the Governor-
ehip,Malik Yaqub had become independent in 1395 A.D.l Simi-
larly Malik Badra was the Governor of the shigq of Scrath in
1400-1 A.D. Malik Badra was succeeded in the Governorship
of Sorath by his son Malik Shah who took the title of
Malik-ul-Unre Muin-ud-Daulat Wad-ud-Din Malik Malik Shah.?

The peninsula of Sorath became independent in 1395 A.D.3

and Zafar Khan brought it back under his control in 1401-02
A.D., during his military expedition against Somnath pattan.
At this time, Zafar Xhan appointed a military post at Somnath

pattan.?

lo EoIvoPoSo 1962 pp.37-38.

2, 1Ibid 1968, p.23, The peninsula of Sorath became indepen-
dent in 1395 A.D. because one inscription indicates us
that in 1394 A.D. Sorath was under the control of Gujarat
Governorc EQIOAOP.SO 1953‘4, p.52.

3. After 1394 A.D. Zafar Khan had no link with the shiq of
Sorath because of the general disintegration. Wwhen Zafar
Khan completely crushed the power of the Raja of Idar end
became free from its danger, he brought the penunsula of
Sorath under his control.

4., Farishta Vol.II op. cit. p. 180,
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As there was no competent rule‘g after the fall of the
Tughlaq dynasty to consolidate the Delhi Sultanate, Zafar
Khan on the request of his nobles, sat on the throne in
1407 A.D. and assumed the title of Muzaffar Shah! and khutba
was recited in his name and the coins were also started to

be struck. He designated his grand son as his heir apparont.2

Now the question arises that why Zafar Khan assumed
Kingship at this time while he became independent for all
the practical purposes in 1393-94 A.D. at the time of the
death of Sultan Nasiruddin Muhammad Shah. Sikandar gives
the mein economic factor for this work. He says, when the
striking of coins and supreme authority were no longer
exercised by the house of Delhi, the nobles and officers
represented to Zafar Khan, at an suspicious time favourable
moment, that the Government of the country could not be
maintained without the signs and manifestation of kingly
authority. No one was capable of wielding regal power bdbut
himgelf; he was, therefore, indicated by public opinion
as the person who ought, for the maintenance of Mohammadan
religion and tradition, to unfold the royal umbrella over
his head, and to delight the eyes of those who longed for

1. Sikander op. cit p. 25. This means Zafar Khan by vote
and consensus of his nobles became the independent
ruler of Gujarat. He did not userp the kingship by
violence or other illegal measures.

2., PFarishte op. cit p. 182,
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1 e f£ind the same observation of

that beautiful display.
S.C. Misra. According to him, " The Tughleq$s had ceased
to 1ssue coins even essential for the economic 1life of the
country. It was widely felt that the new unit needed a

formal Sultan inorder to be formed into an independent.'' 2

Before 1407 A.D. Zafar acted as a Governor of Gujarat
which 1s testified through the inscription dated 1404 A.D.
at Mangrol which mentioned Zafar Khan as a Governor of
Gujarat.’ Zafar Khan, for the first time, was mentioned
es a Sultan of Gujarat through the inscriztion dated
1409-10 A.D. at veraval.® Earlier we find all the inscrip-

tions refering to Zafar Khan as a Governor of Gujarat,

At the end of the month of Safar A.H. 813/1410 A.D.
Ahmad Shah caused his grand father to be poisoned. The cause
wvas that Ahmad Shah discussed with some ulamag that " if one
peraon kills the father of another unjustly, ought the son
of the merdered man to exact to retal ation? Every one
angwered " yes'' and they gave their formal opinion. Ahmad
Ehan took the paper and kept it by him, Next day he went

1. Sikandar op. cit p. 25,

2. Misra 8.C. op. cit p. 155.

3. EBIAP3, 1962 p. 38.

4, 1Ibid, 1953-54 pp. 50-51, 1963 p. 1l.



to the city, made the Sultan prisoner and poisoned him:"l

We find Zafar Khen first as an independent Governor
and later as a Sultan of Gujarat. Because Zafar Xhan came
in Gujarat at the time when most of the chiefs of Gujarat
became insurgent and Farhat-ul-Mulk, the rebel Governor
encouraged them. Thus most of the time of Zafar Khan's life
went in consolidating his power by crushing the power of
local chiefs. Due to this he could not introduce any
administraetive measure during his 1ife time,

With the death of Zafar Khan and till. the acceasion of
Mehmud Begarah there were four Sultans namely Ahmad Shah,
Muhammad Shah, Qutubuddin Sheh and Daud Shah,

The independent Rajput States as Junagarh, Champaner,
Jhalawar, Idar and Nandot, which were around the Kingdom
of Gujarat, always tried to over throw the Muzaffar Shahi
dynasty. These States became the centre to refuge the
rebels against the Sultans of Gujarat. To over throw this
dynasty (Musaffar Shahi) they rebelled several times and
invited the neighbouring Sultan of Malwg to attack Gujarat

occasionally,

In 1400-1 A.D. though Mugaffar Shah conquered the fort
of Idar. However, we find that later Rso Ranmal regained

1. Sikandar op. eit p.27. Farishta and Nizamuddin Ahmad
write that Sultan Muzaffar became 111 dangerously and
seeing hies own end he nominated his grandson Ahmad Shah
and shortly afterwards died. Nisamuddin Ahmad op. cit
Pp. 94-95, Farishta op. cit p.182,

28



29

his power and gave the shelter to rebels against Ahmad Shah,
In 840 A.H./1436 A.D. Ahmad Shah marched against him. Raja
of Idar fled in the hills of Idar. After sometime he returned
and wished to redress and remedy what had happened and

behaved treacherously towerds rebels and having seized their
treasures and elephants sent them for the aervice of Sultan
Ahmed. He also sent the tribute.® But in 821 A.H./1418 A.D.
Raja of Idar again entered into the conspiracy led by Rajas
of Champaner, Mandal and Nandot against Ahmad Shah to invite
Hushang Shah of Malwa for conquering Gujarat. But the

2 In 829 A.H./

1425 A.D. Sultan Ahmad taking the excuse of tribute marched

conspiracy was opened by the ruler of Nagor.

to punish the Raja of Idar and founded a city of Ahmad Nagar
on the banks of Hatmati and buillt a fort there to check the
movement of Raja of Idar., At this time Raja of Idar was
defeated and killed by Ahmad Shah. Now Ahmad Shah entrusted
the fort to Rao punja's son, Rao Ranmal on the condition of
paying a heavy tribute.’ Thus we find that in the reign of
Ahmad Shah the power of the Raja of Idar was completely
crushed and since this time Idar's ruler never tried to
raise their head against the Sultans of Gujarat,

1. Sikandar op. cit pp. 38-39.
2. Ibid pp. 46-47.
3. Ibid p. 57.



In the reign of Qutubuddin Ahmad Shah Idar was attacked
once more but at this time the weak Raja of Idar to be
strengthend himself made the matrimonial relations with the
Sultan of Gujarat by giving his daughter in marriage to

Muhammad Shah and in return got the fort of Ider back.l

In the reign of Ahmad Shah, the Raja of Junagarh became

Lo

in surgent and gave the shelter to the rebel chief of Jhalawar.

In 1414 A.D. Ahmad Shah marched against him and compelled to
pay the tribute. Many Zamindars of the peninsula of Sorath
also submitted him. BSultan Ahmad left his two deputy Said

2

Abul Khan and Said Qasim to collect the tribute from Zamindars.

At this time Sultan realised that to bring the penunsula of
Sorath under his control, it is necessary to conquer the
country of Jhalawar which was on the border of mainland and

Sorath. Thus he conquered Jhalawar.3

The powerful chief of Champaner was also & grsat danger
to the Sultans of Gujarat, It was situated on the border of
Malwa and Gujarat. Ahmad Shah made repeated attecks on
Champaner and collected tribute from Raja but he never fully
conquered it nor could he included it in his Kingdom, When
Muhammad Shah ascended the throne he decided to conquer
Champaner, When he attacked Champaner, Rawal Patail its

1. Sikandar op. cit p. 63.
2. 1Inid, p. 44.
3. EIAPS, 1973 p. 24.



ruler retreated into the upper citadel of Pawagarh and
appeeled to his ally} the ruler of Malwa, for help. M
Mehmud Khelji marched as far as the border of Gujarat

and complelled Muhammad Shah to be retreated. He alsaso

failed to collect the tribute from the Raja of Champaner.2

In the reign of Sultan Qutubuddin, the successor of
Muhammad Shah, we find that Raja of Champaner joined Mehmud
Khalji, the Malwa Ruler in 1451, who attacked Gujarat.
Sultan Qutubuddin defeated both invaders and forced them to

be xm::t:ea‘lzed.3

Both independent States of Champaner and Junagarh were
reserved to be conquered by Mehmud Begarah., Many other amall
States that were semi-independent as Sirohi, Nandot and
Idar too lost their independence under the sovereignty of
Mehmud Begarah.

l., Raja of Champaner had made an alliance with Malwa ruler
and other Chiefs of independent Rajput States against
the ruler of Gujarat.

2., ©B8ikandar op. cit pp. 64-65,

3. Ibid,PP77-¢

3!
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On 11 June 1459 A.D. Qutubuddin Shah died and his uncle
Daud Bhah ascended the throne. He was however, dethroned by
his amirg soon later, for he was not oconsidered fit for the
throne, Imadul Mulk, the kagir, in consultation with other
amirs, brought Fateh Khan, brother of Sultan Qutudbuddin and
placed him on the throne on the first day of Shaban in 863AH
June 18, 1459 A.D. The newv Sultan assumed the title of
Mehmud Sheh.® A% this time Mehmud Sheh was only 14 years old.
At the time of his coronation, Mehmud Shah distributed many
Iraqi and Turki horses valuable robes, awords and daggars,

one crore of Tankas among his noblaa.z

He was called Mehmud Begarahs. There woere two views
among the people of Gujarat about the word Begarah. Pirstly
moustaches of the Sultan were s0 big and twisted like two
horns of the Ox, In Gujarat such an Ox is called Begarah,
Secondly in the language of Gujarat 'be' mesns two and 'garh’
means fort. As the Sultan had conquered the forts of
Junagarh and Cham»aner he was oalled Bogarah.4

1. Sharfuddin, op. cit., p.2a. Sikandar, on. cit., p. 93.
Eizam:ddin Anmad Vol.III, op. cit., p. 173. Farighta,Vol.IlIl
0'9. c t'. p‘

2. Sharfuddin op. cit., p. 2b, Nigamuddin op. cit., p. 135.

3+ Sharfuddin op. eit., p., 2a, Bikandar op. oit., »D. 95.
4, Ibid.



The military annals of the reign of Mehmud Begarah
conntitute a record of uninterrupted success extending
over a veriod of half a century. Before him, three
foremost hindu principslities in Gujarat Junagarh,
Champaner and Idar had managed to survive the invssions
of their territories by the Sultans and retained theilr

geni~-independent status as feudatory states.

Hehmud Begarah chalked out a well~-conceived plan
for the expansion 0f his Kingdom which his predecessors
had failed to do. He made succesasful efforts to conquer
and annex all the Rajout principalities one by one.

Conquegt of Bawar:

Mehmud Begarah led his first military expedition
egainst the fort of Bawar and the port of Dun situated
between Gujarat and Xonkan which were still in the hands

There is a controversy about his nickname Jegarah,
Farishta writes that due to his conquests of two
forts of Junagarh and Champaner he was oalled Begarah.
Nigamuddin Ahmad accepted the other view and writes
that Begarah means a cow whose horns turn upwards and
then curl round. His moustaches of this shape and

on this account he has been named Begarah.
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of Hindu Zamindars.l The Rai of the fort of Bawar had
one thousand villages under his control. Many of these
Hindu Zamindars had been causing damage to the ships

that visited the OGujarat ports. In 1465 A.D. the Bultan
attacked the fort to punish the xabellioga Chiefs and
defeated them, The Ral was forced to surrender., The
Sultan captured Ial and took himself to Ahmedabad but
after some days he sent him (Rai) back with robes and
honours to0 adminiester the country after fixing the amount
of annual tribute to de paid.z

Qonquent of Jupagarh:

The prosperous peninsula of Sorath had been the
object of the Muslim rulers envy ever since the annexation
of Gujarat to the Sultenate of Delhi during the reign of
Alauddin Khalji. Though the capital of the Lal of Junagarh
was often occupied by the muslim rulers yet the power of
the Rai's was never completely broken and they reasserted
their indpendence in this peninsula,

1. BSharfuddin op. cit., p. 56. Nizamuddin Ahmed op. cit.,
o, 141. Farishta Vol,II, op. oit., p. 196,
Sikendar called it the fort of 3armd, p. 1173,
Haj=-ad-Dabir also called it the fort of 3arud, p.l1l7.
Commigaariat writes the two forts of Sharot and
Parnera and sgeaport of Daman, p. 181.
Sir VWolseley Haig writes the hindu ochiefs of Pardi
near Damen, p. 305.

2. Sharuddin op. cit. p. 6a, Kizamuddin Ahmed op. cit. p.l42.



The attempts to conquer the fort of Junagarh which
wa3z continued by Sultan Ahmad Shah was completed in the
reign of his grandson Sulten Mehmud Begarah.

The conquest of Junagarh was not so easy because
Junagarh was protected and fortified by nature. It was
situated in the centre of a range of granite hills whioch
guarded its aporoaches and it was protected by a belt of

i The capture of

deep forests which surrounded it.
Junagarh fort vwas a dream that Mehmud cherished even vhile
he was yet a prince. During the reign of his grand father
he led an exendition against Junagarh in 1441 A.D.° When
he became Sultan he detemined to conquer Junagarh, There
vere three reasons behind this conquest of Junagarh, The
firat cause was economic., He was esger t0 amnex this
prosperous penunaule of Borath.3 There were many seaports
that contributed to its importance and prosperity. From

the commercial point of view it was the link between

1. B8ikandar op. cito’ p. 118,

2, Z.A., Desai, " Persimn and Arabic Epigraphy of Gujarst
Historical significance" , op. cit., p. 56.

3. Sikandar gives some details ebout the penunsula of
Sorath. He writes, ' And what a country is Sorath. As
if the hand of heaven had seleoted the cream an esaence
of Malwa, Khanadeah and Gujarat and had made compendium
of all the good people of the world, and had picked
out the noblest and vigorous of men from three countries
named and collected them together into one standard, as
a touchstone of the countries of the vWorla®, p.ll5.



Gujarat and foreign countries. Mehmud was also eager to
put &2 atop to the pirecy practised along the coasatal por@a.l
g8 it drained avay a considerable amount of wealth which

could have gone into the state's coffer.

#rom the political point of view it was equally
necessary to congquer the Junagarh fort. The hail and the
Zemindars of Junagarh had always tried to oveithrow the
Mugaffar Shah rule in Gujarat., Therefore Mehmud Begarah
realiged that for the defence of his Empire it was necessary
to conquer this fort.

The third cause was the religious one. Sultan Mehmud
inherited not only the military genious but also the fierce
religious biogotry of his grandfather Ahmad Shah. He
conquered Junagarh because he wanted to spread Islam in
Sorath. He was more interested in converting the Eai then
in getting the throne., He promised Rai to give back his
dominion with some more districts but only after the latter
accepted Islam.? During his final expedition, Hai Mandalik
of Junagarh petitioned that he was prepared to pay any
tribute whioh the Sultan might order. The Sultan is said
to have replied * All my energies are at present directed
to raise the atandard of Islam in this country, after

bringing it into my possession, so that the institutions

l. &Zikandar cp. cit., p.116.
2. OJikandar op, cit. p. 121.
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of Islam might be established here. I have no other object
in view, excent the introduction of Islam and the capture

of the fort.t

One inscription dated 1470 A.D. at Junagarh shows
that Mehmud Begarah was ordered to connuer the fort of
Junagarh by Seint Sheikh Zamal in a dream,’ It is also
stated that once Sultan dreamed that the holy prophet
presented him a magnificent banquet of the most delicate
viands., This dream was interpreted by the wise men as @&
sign that he would soon accomplish a conquest by which he
would obtain great tzaasures.5 Which was proved by the
capture of Junagarh.

Sultan Mehmud made three military expeditions sgainst
the Ral of Junsgarh and in his final expedition he emerged

successful. The Rai of Junagarh emnd his ancestors had ruled

the countyy for many generationa, He was a powerful ruler.

Two thousand and two hundred villages were under his mle4

and he had s large armmy of thirty six thousand aoldiera.s

1., Nigamuddin Ahmad op. cit. p. 146.
2. EJ.I.A.P.3, 1953, ». 62,

3. Sharfuddin op. cit., p. 6Db.

4. 1Ibid p. Ta.

5. Haji~ad=-Dabir o». ¢it., p. 18.
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In BTL A.H./1467 A.D.l Menmud Begareh made his first
attempt to capture Junagarh. At this time he prepared his
army well., He ordered the treasurer to take gold coins
wvorth five crores with him, He gave an order to arsenal
that he should take with him one thousand and seven hundred
swords of Egypt, Yemen, Africa and Khurasan., He instructed
the master of horses that he should keep ready one thousand
Arabi and Turkish horsoa.z In this expedition Sultan
defeated the Rai and compelled him to pay the tribute.>
His second expedition was sent in 872 A.H./1468 A.D.4 The
ostensible cause of this expedition was that Sultan Mehmud
was informed that Rao Mandalik still enjoying royal authority
and continued to cover his head by a canopy and placed valu-
able ornaments on his arms and neck publicly. Actually
Sultan wes simply waiting for a pretext, and this report
enabled him to undertake another expedition, He sent the
arny t0 Junagarh and ordered that if Mandalik came forward
with submission, they should not interfers in any with his
country otherwise his country would be plundered. Wwhen Rai
Mandallik heard about the arrival of Sultan's army, he

l. Niszamuddin Ahmad op. cit., p. 143. Haji~ad-Dabir
op. oit., p. 18,

2. B8ikandar op. c¢it. p. 119.
%« Nigamuddin Ahmad op. cit., p. 144.
4. 1Ibid.



immediately submitted and sent the canopy and other golden
ornaments with the fixed amount of tribute. The army
returned and the Sulten distributed these ornaments among

his court dancers and singern.l

Sultan Mehmud reduced the powexr of the Rai of Junagarh.
by making repeated attacks against him. In 1469 A.D. he
gert one more expedition to ravage the country of Borath.a
Now Sultan Mehmud wae completely prepared to conquer
Junagarh and was waiting for an opportunity to attack. This
oprortunity came to him when Rai Mandalik kidnaped Manmohini
the beautiful wife of Vishal (Wagzir f Rai). The ravangeful
vagir advised his master to replace the old provision with
fresh stock. ¥hile this operation wes uanderway the wazir
informed Sultan Mehmud about the empty store andinvited him
to attack Junagarh.” At the end of 1469 A,D. Sultan attacked

Junagarh.4

1. B8ikandar op. cit., p. 120¢g Farishta op. ocit., p. 197.
Acocording to Haji-ad-Dabir Mehmud Shah wrote a letter
to Rao Mandalik forbiding him to use insignia of
royalty and the Rao accepted it, »n. 19.

2. Nizamuddin Ahmad op. eit., p.l45.
8ikandarx OPe. cito' PeDe 120-21.

3« Sikandar oP. Oit.. PP, 122-23.

4. Sharfuddin op. cit., p. 86; Nisamuddin op. cit., p. 146
Sikandar, ». 120-21.
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Before this final invasion Sultan distributed five
crores Tankas of gold and silver among his soldiers inoluding
two thousand and five hundred Turki, Iraqi and Areb horses,
five thousand Jewesled swords and two thousand daggars and
seven hundred Joweled belts.l When Sultan reached Sorath,
Ral met him personslly and stated that he had remitted the
tribute regularly and had been an obedient vassal of the
Sultan. He also agreed to pay wvhatever amount of tribute
if the Sultan would withdraw his army. But the Sultan did
not agree and expressed his objective of introducing Islam in
the country Sorath and offerei the Rai the choice between the
svord and Islam.3 The Ral found himself in a dilemma and
remained silent. Haji-ad-Dabir writes that Sultan enid the
Hai " you are now in my protection. You need not $el any
fear or damage; go back to your fort and think twice as to
which is 8 better course for you." 4 The Rai returned the
fort of Junagarh. Hext day the Sultan moved forward and
encamped close to the citadel of Junagarh and beseiged it.

1. Shazfgddin op. cit., p. 9a, Nisamuddin Ahmad op. cit.,
. 146,

2. Sharfuddin op. cit., p. 9a, Sikandar op. cit., p. 146,
Nigamudding Ahmad op. cit., p. 146.

3. Haji-ad-Dabir op. cit., p. 19, Commissariat Vol, I
op. cit., p. 167.

4, Haji-ad=-Dabir on. c¢it., p. 19.
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After a hard fighting, Rai Mandalik prayed for mercy.
He surrendered the fort of Junagarh and hinmself took shelter

in the fort of Girnar.l

After some days when HKai found no
elternative came down and handed up the "eys of the fortress

to the Sultan,

The conquest of Junagarh was celebrated for many days by
beating the drums.Z
given the title of Khan-i-Jahan,’

Rai Mandalik embraced Islam and was

In order to secure and consolidate his conquest Mehmud
Begarah remained for s considerable time at Junasgarh and
devoted his time to improving ites beauty. He gave it the
name of Mustafabad, To propsgete the tenets of Islam,

1. Sikandar op. cit., D. 122; Sharfuddin op. cit., p. 9b;
Farishta ODe 01top D 198} Nizeamuddin Ahmad OPe. aitt.
P. 147,

2. Heji-ad-Dabir op. cit., p. 20.

3. Sharfuddin writes that Rai embraced Islam due to the
effect of the Sultan's pleasant manners and praise-
vorthy morals.

¥ith the above mentionel reason Jikandar gives another
version of the story of conversion. One day Rai went
to Rasulabad where his holiness Sheh Alam lived. He
vag many horses and elephants and men assembled taere
and inquired what amir lived there. He was that his
holiness Shah Alam resided there., He¢ was converted

by him, op. ecit., p. 123,
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Sultan Mehmud invited holy Saiyads and men of learned in
doetrins of the frith from every city in Gujarat and gave

them an honoursble residence in Sorath.l

By founding Mustafabad Sultan Mehmud fulfilled hies
two objects. First he neutralized the strength of the
Eejputs who were very powerful there and second he made a
centre for the propagation of Islam throughout the peninsula.

Eutch Expedition:

In 1471 A.D. Sultan Mehmud led a successful expedition
against the country of Kutch. He defeated its ruler and
established peace on the condition ¢f the payment of heavy

2 There was no economic cause behind this expedition

txribute.
because the soil of this country waes not fertile. Its water
was salty, therefore the land was not capable of cultivation.,
This invasion was motivated only by the religious geal
because the Sulten was interested to introduce Islam in this
country. To spread the Islam, he took some of thelr chiefs

with him to Mustafebad to teach the tenets of Islam.-

The Sultan did not annex this country and left it as
a tributary atate because it was too far to be administered.
He considred it a foolishness to keev a stronz army in that
country which produced nothing.

1., Sikandar op. cit., p. 25.
2. ©BSharfuddin op. cit., p. 106. Farishta op. cit. p.199.
3. Ibid.
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Congue of the of ats

In May 1473 A.D' Mehmud Begarsh led an expedition
against the port of Jagat® and the Island of Beyt
Shankedhaza which was still now under the possession of
Hindu Rajput rulers. There were thrse causes behind the
expedition of the port of Jagat. Firstly he wanted to
exnand his dominion. His plan to bring the whole of the
veninsula of Sorath under his control could not be completed
without the annexation of the port of Jagat. It was situated
on the boundary of Sorath. Therefore it could impose a
danger for the Sultan's new conquest of Junagarh and could
be a centre for the r»ebellious activities against the
Sultan of Gujarat.

Secondly Gujarat's trade which was the backbone of iias

econony was in denger because of the robbery ard piracy.g

l. Nigamuddin Ahmed op. cit., 7. 150; Heji-ad-Dabir op. cit.,
P. 23,

2. In Tarikh-i=-Gujerat, Kirat-i-gikandari and Tabqati Akbari
this port ia written Jagat and in Arabic History of
Gujarat it 1g written ac Dwarka which was the centre of
vorship of loxrd Krishna and used by the hindw of all
over India, p. 23.

3. In Tarikhei-Gujarat this Island is mentioned as 3eyt,
De %%g. In Mirat-i=3ikandari it is mentioned Shankodhar
po []

4. Sikandar op. cit., p. 129.
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This Island had salty water thersfore the agricultural pro-
duction was not possible and therefore the main source of
the livelihood of its inhabitants became robbery. To protect
its seatrade from this, it was necessary to conquer the port

of Jagat.

The immediate cause for the Sultan's march against the
vort of Jagat wvas a complaint by Mulla Mehmud Samargandi
vho was plundered and his women was kept by the piarates.
Mulla returned with his two sons and approached the Sultan

who promised to help him.l

Due to tre above mentioned reasons Sultan attacked the
port of Jagat., The infidels fled from Jagat and reached to
Island of Beyt Shankodhar. Sultan with his army reached
the Island and attacked the fort of Beyt Shankodhar. Haja
Bhir fled from the fort of Beyt Shankodhar dbut he was
captured by the Sultan's army.z Having arrived in
Hustafabad,Sultan called Maulana and delivered him his wife.
He entrusted Raja Bhim t0o Maulana and asked him to punish
kaje in vhatever manner he wanted, Shrfuddin writes that
at the order of Maulana Raja Bhim was dragged to Ahmadabad

near Muhafiz Xhan vhere he was slanghterad.3

1., Sharfuddin op, Qito. Pe 11b. Sikandar oD, cito. pp.128-29-
Kizamuddin Ahmad opn. oit., p./50

2. Sharfuddin op. c¢it., p. 12a. Sikander op. cit., p. 130.
Kigamuddin Ahmad op. cit. p. 152,

3. Sharfuddin op. cit. p. 12a. Sikandar writes that Lhaja
wvas dragged around the city of Ahmadabad end then his
bodylggajgut into pieces at the instance of Maulana
pP. -Jl.
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With the conquest of Jagat the boundary of the Gujarat
Kingdom touched the shores of the Arabian aea ean the wWest.

Conguest of Champaners

After the subjugation of the whole peninsula Sultan
Mehmud diverted his attention towards the other side. KNow
he wished to conquer Champaner which was on the boundary of
Gujarat and Malwa, During the reign of Mehmud Begarah
Champaner was held by the strong and powerful Rajput ruler
Rai 3anahi. The strength of his army was sixty thousand®.
e had made an alliance with the ruler of Malwa againat
the ruler of Gujarat. This proved & great danger for
Mehmud Begarah and he realiczed that the conquest of Champaner
vas absolutely necessary. During the time when Mehmud Begarah
was getiling Junagarh affairs, the Rai of Champaner tried to

organise & revolt in Baroda and Dabhoi which proved unsuocoasful?

Before conquering Champaner, Mehmud Begerah carriesdout
his tried practice of ravaging the country in order to
reduce the power of the ruler of Champaner. In the year
1482 A.D. in consequence of an unusually severe drought
that preveiled in Gujarat, thousands perisghed owing to the
scarcity of grain. The Sultan's officer Malik Sudha in

1. Farishta 1)+ 1 cit., P 201,

2. Sik;gdar op. oit. p. 125, Haji-ad=-Dabir op. cit.,
P .



the Lasulabad territory carried out a plundering raid in
Champaner country in search of supplies. When he came

near the fort, the Ral of Champaner came out and attacked
him. The Malik wes defeated and many of his men were killed
and two elephants and some horses belonging to the Sultan

1l This incident became a pretext

wvere seiged by the Rai.
for Sulten Mehmud to invade the Cahmpaner. The Sultan
congldered that the time was favourable for the conquest
of Champaner, His armies were also eager to invade
Champaner as it meant an escape from a region of famine to
one in whioch food and other provisions were more easily

available,

The Sultan setout on the march towards Champaner and
vhen arrived at the town of Baroda, he was met by aseveral
envoys from the Raja of Champaner who offered peace terms
and submitted that both the elephante which had been wounded,
had become disabled; but he was willing to send two other
elephants loaded with gold. The Sultan did not accept the
terms and declared that negotiation could take place only
by the swords and daggaru.z Now Sultan advanced towards
the fort of Champaner and heseiged it. The helpless ruler
of Champaner sent his minister Sur to Sultan Ghiasuddin
Khal ji of Malwa and asked for help promising to pay one lakh

l. ©Sikandar op. cit., ». 135. HNimamuddin Ahmad op. ecit,,
pg 158‘ Haji-ad-ﬂabir opt Oit-, pt 260

2, 8ikendar op. cit. p. 135; Nizamuddin Ahmad op. cit.,
VD 1589,

e



of Tenkas for every stage in the march of his army.® The
ruler of Malwa agreed immediately to the offer and marched
to the help the Champaner forces and encamped in the twon
of Yalchah, VW¥hen this news reached the Sultan Mehmud, he
left a portion of his army to continue the seige, and him-
self marched with a large army and encamped at Dohad which
vas on the frontier between Gujarat and Malwa. Hehmud Khalji
congsidered it unwise to face such a powerful ruler, e
therefore used the excuse of having to consult the Ulamap
sbout his assistance to the Rel of Champaner against a
muslim ruler. The Ulamasprohibited him for doing so and
Mehmud Khalji immediately went back to Mandu,>

The retreat of the ruler of Malwa confirmed the victory
of Mehmud Begarah, When he returned from Dohsd, he construc-
ted a Jama Moequo3 at Champaner whioch was the symbol of his

firm determination to conquer the fort of Champaner,

1. Sharfuddin op, cit., p. 1l5=a.
Sikandar op. cit., p. 136.
Nigamuddin Ahmed op. cit. p. 160.

2. Sharfuddin OpPe. cito. p. 15a.
Sikandar op. cit., p. 136,
Nigamuddin Ahmad op. cit., p. 160,
farishta op. cit., p. 202.
Haji"ad"D&bir op. eit., n. 26,

J. 1Ibid.
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After hard fighting of long duration on Nov. 21, 1484
Mehmud Shah achieved victory and his army entered the fort.
The army slaughtered many hinduas., Rai Banahi and his brother

1

Dungarsi were wounded seriously and becae prisoners of the
Sultan. Both wounded prisoners were brought to Sulten. The
Sultan asked the Raja as to why he continued to fight for

80 long. The Raja replied boldly that his family had been
in the possesaion of this territory for very long, and that
by losing it he would bring disgrace to his family.® Sultan
entrusted the Raja of Champener and his brother Dungarsi to
Muhafiz Khan for healing their wounds. After some time when
Muhafiz Khan informed Sultan that their wounds had healed,
the Sulten ordered to brought them before him. He asked
them to accept Islam but they refused. In consultation with
the Ulama in 890 A.H./IY9SA.D. Sultan gave the order for
their execution and thus closed the chapter of the Champaner

dynasty.

After the conquest of Champaner Sultan Mehmud founded
a new clity there and gave it the name of Muhammadabad. The
foundation of Muhammadabad protected the Kingdom of Gujarat
from the danger of aggressive attacks of the Malwa rulers.

1. Sharfuddin op. cit. p. 15b., Sikandar op. cit., p. 136.
Nizamuddin Ahmed op. cit., p. 161.
Farishts op. cit., p. 202.

2. Sharfuddin op. cit., p. 15b.

1y
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He also constructed the unique citadel of Jahanpanah and
laidout beautiful gardens. The charge of the oity of
Muhammadabad was entrusted to Muhafig Khan.1

Conguest of the fort of Bhamex:

Bhamer had a strategic position on the regular route

from Gujarat to Deccan during the Sultanate period.

The fort was conquered by Imadul Mulk Isan Sultani, bdbut
the date of its conquest is not given in any persian source
book., Our inscoriptional sources inform us that the fort of
Bhamer was conquered in 1481-2 A.D. by Imadul Mulk.2

Conguest of Jalox:

Our contemporary persian sources do not inform us about
the oconquest of Jalor by Mehmud Begarah excepting the
following anecdote. Before the conquest of Champaner
Mehmud Begarah despatched Imadul Mulk to Jalor and Sanchor
to conquer it. Kesim Khan was sent with him. At the end
of the firet dey's march they made their stay near the
shrine of Sheikh Haji Zakariya. Here Mujahid Khan son of
Khudwanda Khan, with his cousin Sahib Khan entered the

1. Sharfuddin op. cit., p. 15b, Sikandar op. cit., p. 137,
Nigamuddin Ahmad op. eit., p. 162.

2. E.I.A.P,S. 1972, Do 28,



1 But by this story we

Kaisar Khan's tent and murdered him.
do not find any information whether Mehmud Shah conguered

Jalor or not.

Some ingcriptions configftha conquest of Jalor and
Sanchor by Mehmud Begarah. It is clear by the inscriptions
that Jalor was not conquered at the time of above mentioned
expedition. It was conquered after the conquest of
Champaner in another expedition. The charge of the ghig of
Jalor was given to Malik Buddhan son of Salar entitled
Hablul Mulk in 1506 A.D.>2

Administration:

The civil administration of Mehmud Begarah was very
good. He constructed many sarais and inns for the comfort
of travellers. He also constructed many mosques and colleges
for the public utility., He chalked out & plan of planting

the trees on the road side for the comfort of travellers

1., BSharfuddin op. c¢it., p. 13b, Jizamddin Ahmad op. oit.
P. 157, Farishta op. c¢it., p. 201, Haji-ad-Dabir op. cit.,

P. 25.

2. E.I.A.P.S. 1974 p. 35, After the conquest of the port
of Jagat, Mehmud Shah devided his country into separate
divisions as Sonkhir, Kodhra, Beyat and Jagast, Kiz(Maie),
Ahmadabad and Mustafabad. At this time we do not find
any division of Jalor,

3. 8Sikandar op. cit., p. 101,

§e



and encouraged the people for this work by giving the awards.
Sikandar writes that if in any town or village he saw an
enpty shop or a house in ruins, he would ask the owner the
reason, and if necessary, would provide what amount was

needed for its rzstoration.l

M#hmud Begarah was & great politician., He followed the
nractice of frequently transferring his amirs, so that there
vas noptime for them to organise any kind of rebellion
ageinst him.2

In his judicial administration he was an absolute
monarch and could tolerate no opvosition. In one case we
find that he punished his favourite nobles Malik Haji and
Kalu and their property was included as part of Khalsa 1and3

He became a powsrful Sultan due to his well organised
army. He made a four years plan to expand his army. By this

plan he assigned the whole revenues of Gujarat for the upkeep

51

1., 1Ivid., p. 105.

2. Sharfuddin op. cit., p./2 , Farishta op. ocit., plcr
Nigamuddin Ahmad op. cit., p./s3 After the conqusst of
Jagat when Sultan Mehmud found that the Amirs were tired
of the continual expeditions, and due to change their
residence from Ahmadabad to Mustafabad and were in a
mood to rebel. He therefore made some appointment of
the Amirs to divert their attention so that they have
no leisure to organige to rebel.

3. Sikandar op. cit., p. 114, He is said to have administered
poison to hias own son for the lack of morality.
Sikandar op. cit., p. 169.



of his army and gave up his own orown villages for four
yeara as a contribution towards the enlarged expanses of

the army, defraying his personal expenses from the treasure
left by the former Sultans. He spent two third of all the
treasure on rewards and food supplies for the army during
these four yoars.l He ordered that none of his soldiers
should borrow money at the interest., He aprointed a separate
treasurer who was responsible to give advances to the needy
soldier and recover them according to arrangement. He used
to say " If the Muslamans borrow money at interest how shall
they be able to fight." > He mede order that the land of
every anir or soldier who died remain under the control of
his son, in the case of those having no male issue; half

of their land would go to their daughters and if he had no
daughter a certain asllowance would be given to the dependants
of the deceasod.3 His army had increased so much that in

the last year of his reign it consisted one lakh aoldiers.4

1' Ibido. ppo 112"'1150
2. Sikandar op. cit., p. 104.
3. 1Ibid,

4, Zafrul Walih bl Muzaffar Walih Vol.I op. cit.,
P. XXXIII. Introduction.
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Sultan Mehmud had also a strong naval force., He always
kept battleships in readiness at different ports of strategic
importance. By this naval force Mehmud Begarah conquered
the port of Jagat and defeated Malabari pirates.® The naval
force of Gujarat during this time was its greatest strength.
This is testified by the fact that even the portuguesec

could not face this force and were defeated in 1507 A.D. 2

On account of the above mentioned conquests and
administration of Mehmud Begarah we reach the conclusion
that this Sultaen was the best of the Gujarat Sultans as a
ruler as a8 warrior and dispenser of justice. It was the
reign of Mehmud Begarah when the Sultanate of Gujarat was
acknowledged as an independent Kingdom by the Sultan of
Delhi. The Delhi Sultan sent the Sultan of Gujarat some
presents as a token of friendship which testified the

independent status of the ruler of Gujarat.3

The another of Tarikhe-i-Gujarat compares his sovereign
Mehmud Begarah with his name sake Mehmud of Ghazne. He
writes that Sultan Mehmud also had a slave know as

1. 8Sikendar op. cit., p. 131.

2. 1Ibid., p. 148, Sharfuddin op. cit., p.19b
Haj i~ad-Dabir OP. cit. » Do 34.
Shamsuddin Op ) cit oy pp . 97"'98.

3. ©Bhamsuddin op. eit., pp. 102-3, Sharfuddin op. cit.,
Pe|9b » Nigamuddin Ahmad op. cit., pp. 1712,
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Ayas~-i~Sultani but he had no FPirdousi who ocould write the
Sultan-nemsh in imitation of Shahnamah,’ Sikendar writes
that like Changez Khan, he was never defaateﬂ.z Contemporary
persian sources tended to neglect his weaknesases and defeats
end glorified his success. IFor example we¢ find no mention
on of his defeat at the hanis of the portuguese in 1509,

vhich has been documented only by European aourcos.3

1. 8harfuddin op. cit., p. 20a.
2. Sikander op. cit., p. 104,

3. F.C. Danvers, " The Portuguege in India'London 1894
PP L] 1 99"200 .

Re3. Wwhiteway, The rige of Portuguege Power in India
London 1916, p. 124.
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LIFE AND CONDITIONS IN THE REIGN OF SULT B

Since the early times Gujarat being a coastal State
had enjoyed the privilege of being visited by foreign
travelles, merchants and scholars. Therefore, it had
contact with men of different languages. During the

medieval period in Gujarat, Arabic, Turkish, Gujarat,
2 3

1

Sanskrit™ and persian” languages were spoken by the Gujaratis,

The dress of the Gujaratis men consisted of a long shirts
jacket, turban and trousers,4 vhile the dress of women included

a shirt, trousers and ucart.s In public places the Mualinm

1, Durate Barbosa, The Book of Durate Barbosa Vol.l
tr. Mansel Longworth Dames, Hakluyt Society, London
1918 p. 121,

2. ¥We find eome inscriptions of the l4th and 15th century
in which either Sanskrit on old Gujarati was employed
along with Persian which were used to convey the public
royal orders or instructions and often occourred in works
of public utility.

Z.,A. Desai, " Persian and Arabic Epigraphy of OGujarat

and their Historical Significance® Lec vere
in the H;gtOfﬁ Department of i’.5. Unive , Baroda 1980
p.75, unpublished.

3. With the eatablishment of the Turkish rule in Gujarat
Peraian came into existance. In the inscriptions of 1l4th
Century we find Persian along with the Aradbic langusage,
but this is sporadic. With the emergence of the Sultanate
of Gujarat Persian reached its prime position.

4., S.A. Nadvi, Gujarat ki Taemuddani rsfggg, Azam Garh, 1962
p.184. Sultan used t0 wear a spec turban wvhich consisted
~ diamond in the centre. Nadvi op. cit, p.185.
5. Ibid.



women used burga and the Hindus wrapped themselves up in
long garments (Chadar) covering their heads.t Barbosa
gives the description of the dreasses of the Hindu merchants
of Chewal saying that some wore & shirt and went naked with
a cloth round their middle, end nothing on their feet or

2

head. Some Hindus of Cambay used to grow very long hair

like women, twist it up on the head into knots a2nd wear

turbanas over it. They were fond of wearing ornamenta.3

Both Hindus and Muslims used to wear flowers in their ha&r.4
The nobles or the people of high families were fond of
wearing precious garments. Even the servants of nobles used
to wear expensive cloths like Zarbagqf and Makhmal. Sikandar
writes that the sweeper of Malik Ayar (noble) used to wear

good quality clothes named Chiken and gagargag.s

The Gujarat Muslims used to eat the meat of ell kinds
except those forbidden by Islam. Besides meat they used to
eat bread, rice, vegetables and fruits.® The Hindus aid not
eat the meat of any animal. They prepared their dishes with

Y )

vegetables and fruits.! Khichri (a mixture of rice and pulse)

1. Bearbosa, op. cit, p. 114.
2, 1Ibid.

3. Ibid, p.113

4. 1Ibid, p. 141.

5. Sikandar op. cit, p.143.
6. Barbosa op.cit, p. 121.
7. Ibid, pp. 1l1ll-112,



was the favourite dish of the Gujasratis, both Hindu and
Muslims. Shakrana (a mixture of rice, sugar and ghee)
was the other favourite dish of the people of Gujarat.l
The nobles and the people of high families got their meals
prepared in Turkish and Persian fashion.z Dinner was
followed by pan and applying of acenta.3 The Gujaratis
were extremely fond of chewing the pan. This is testified
by the fact that during the reign of Mehmud Begarah,
Bahadar Gilani of the Deccan blocked the trade route of
Cambay and betelnuts could not be imported from the other
countries, the Gujaratis started to use the seeds of date
instead of betelnute.4 Sultan Mehmud was also fond of

chewing the pan.5 Wine drinking was common among the elite¢6

Yehmud Begarah used to take the poison for 1ntoxication.7

Sikandar gives some intereating details about the meals of

l. Nadvi op. cit p., 182,
2e Sikendar OPe oit Pe 1430

3. Ibid. Sikandar writes that Malik Ayaz (the noble) used
t0 order his servants to blow a trumpet which was the
signal for everybody who was hungry to present himself
at the table cloth. From the head to the foot the table
wvas served in a impartially equal style. PP, 142-143,

4. Sikandar op. cit p. 145.
5. Varthema, Itinerary of Varthema, London 1928, p.108.

6. O38ikandar op. cit pp. 209-210,

7. Varthema op. cit p. %’Aceording to a Barbosa, Mehmud,

from his childhood, had nourished on some poison so that
if a fly settled on his hand, it swelled and immediately
lay dead. Barbomsa op. cit p. 1l22.
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Sultan Mehmud. He writes that " The quantity of food he
used to eat was one Gujarati maund, the seer of which
consisted of fiteen Behlulis. After taking his regular
neal, he used to take five seers of parched rice as dessert
and at the time of retiring to rest he used to order two
plates of samosas to be placed on each sides of his bed, of
which he used to sup whenever he used to get up from his
sleeping during the night. Immediately on getting up and
saying his prayers, he used to breakfast of Mecca honey, a
cup of ghee and one hundred and fifty golden plantains.l

The houses of peonle depended on their social and
econonic class. The poor people could afford their houses
only with titles but rich people could buildwith brick, lime
and other precious thinga.z Some people used to prepare the
foundations of stone, and of considerable breadth, while the
walls had hollow spaces betveen.3 Teak wood was specislly

used for the roof of the houses.‘

1, Sikendar op. cit p. 96.

2, Abul Fasl, %1n-i-Akbg£L Vol.II, Haval Kishore Lucknow
1881, p. 114,

3. 1bld

4. Ali Muhammad Khan, %1;,51:—1-&%41, Vol.I, ed. Syed
Nawab Ali, Baroda 1927, p.l18.



The religious rites of the Hindus included the woxrship

of idols, phenomena of nature and coins.l The customs of
Batiz and .l’mxhﬂ.r'3 were prevelent among the Hindus., The
Muslims had the tradition that when a child was born, the
agan wag recited into his ears. At the time of the death
g@rains and cash were distributed as a token of respect to
the memory of deceased porson.4 One inscription dated
1389 A.D. at Hangrol indicates that the practice of the
recitation of the Quran for the salvation of the deceased
person which vas called Khatma-i-Juran was in popular
practice during this period.5 People used to visit the

shrines of saints to receive their blessings. There they

1. L. Stermbach, " Gujarat as known to medieval Europe" ,
PEQQQQQLEB! Qf Ingiﬂn Higtogx Qoggtegg. 1944' Pe 294,

2. licolo Conti, éndga in the fifteenth Century ed. R.H.
Major, London 4, p.5,

3e Hajigad-nabir op. c¢it p. 27, Nizamuddin Ahmad, op. oit
p. 161.

4, Z.A. Desai, " Mirat-i-3ikandari as a source for the study

of Cultural and Social Conditions of Gujarat under
Sultanate, " Tournal of the grient§; ;gg%%gg&g Vol.10,
Ro.3. HM.3. Univeraity 3aroda 1 s Po .

5 Z.A. Desai, " Peraian and Arabic Epigraphy of Gujarat
and the Historical Significance,% op. ¢it p. T5.

¢



prepared food and offered at the shrinee.l

During the medieval period teachersused to impart the
education in Madarsag. Bemides the institutions some
teachers used to teach the children on the road side under
the shadow of traee.2 Probably these children had poor
parents who could not admit their children in the Hadargas.
During this periocd mostly Islamic education was given to
the children Hafiga-i-Quran was popular among the Hualima.3

The Muslims were allowed to marry as many wives as they
could maintain. Husbands could divorce their wives by
paying a certain amount which was fixed at the time of
marriage called 'gggg;'.4 Among the Hindus the men and women
used to marry at very young sge. According to their social
customs Brahming and Banias could have only one wife but

Rajputs were allowed more than one.5

The people were fond of playing, singing and dancing.
Polo and chess were the popular gamea during l5th century.
Even the nobles and Sultan used to play these games. In
the reign of Mehmud Begarah Khudwand Khan Alim had no equal

1. Z.Aé6Doaai, Journal of the oriental institute ov. cit
Pe e

2, Sikandar op. cit p., 152,

3. B8ikendar, op. cit p.p. 208-209.
4. Barbosa op. cit, pp. 120-121,
5. HNicolo Coati op. cit. p. 20,

Go
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in polo.1

Sultan Mehmud was fond of singing and dancing.

In his reign musicians and dancers were given financial
assistance by the State. When Mehmud Begarah acquired
precious arnaments from the Rai of Junagarh, he distributed
these among the court dancersand aingers.z Mehmud Begarah's
interest in muaic is testified by the fact that a violen was
made specially for him.3 In the Hindu families guests were

entertained by singing and dancing at the time of marrigges.4

Hunting was another favourite pastime of the people of
this period. They used to hunt tigers, elephants and catch
fishes. Sultans were also fond of hunting. They established
a separate department of hunting. The officer of this
department was called Amirui-Shikagg.s In the reign of
Mehmud Begarah Moramli, Rajripla and Sorath were the main
hunting places.6

Gujarat emerged as one of the richest Kingdom in
Hindustan during fifteenth century. Several factors helped
its rise. Being a penunsula it had developed & chain of
excellent ports along with the ooaat7 and becams & centre of

1. BSikandar op. cit p. 165.

2, Sikandar op. ecit p. 120, Farishta Vol.II, ov. ¢it p.197.
3. Sikandar op. cit p. 141,

4. Barbosa op. cit p. 117.

5. Nadvi op. cit p. 42,

6. Ibia,

7. The comstal line was from Somnath Pattan (the northern parts
of Fathiawgr) up to Konkan (South of to-day's 3ombay),



overasea trade. Secondly to & large extent Gujarat's socio

economic growth was shaped by its natural rescurces.

Abul Pagl writes that in Gujarat only Jowar and Sajra
vere produced and wheat, rice with many other food grains
vexre imported from neighdburing ragions.l However, we have
the statement of the European Traveller Barbosa who vieited
Gujarat in 1513 A.D.2, attested to the cultivation along the
coastal region of wheat barley, millet, rice, vegetablee
and many other fruits which were produced to feed its large
population and to be exported. This suggests that cultiva-
tion was confined mostly to the fertile coastal belt.

Gujarat's cash crops included cotton, indigo and opium,
Its other export commodities were spikenard, myroblans, lac,

insence, tutenag, borax, carnelian and timber.3

Although CGujarat was & prosperous State even prior to
the 15th century, the Sultans of Gujarat made successful
efforts to develop the economy and resources of the Kingdom
and it become a power to contend with the suboontinent. 1In
the words of Denison Ross " The Sultans of Gujarat were
autocrate but they ruled their Kingdom with benevolence.

They strove hard for progress snd advancement of the Kingdom.
Gujarat was the most prosperous Kingdom in Indias under the
beginning rule (Sultanate), They founded oities, constructed

1. Abul Faszl op, ci%, p. 114.
Barbosa, oOp. cit. PP.154=55,

3. S.A.I. Tirmizi, Some Agpects of Medieval Gufarat Delhi
1968, p.2.

¢
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buildings, rare architectural beauty, encouraged agriculture
and gerdening by importing flower and fruit bearing plants,
rromoted commerce and industry, inoreased iuternational

trade, maintained diplomatic relations with foreign countries,
built boats and ships, expanded territory, adminiatered the
Kingdom with justice and equity and raised tho states of

Gujarat"™, 1

Aaw
In particular the reign of Mehmud Begarah the expansion

and many sided developments of Gujarat, which was in no small
measure due $to the personal initiative of the Sultan himmelf,

In order to make the study of the socio-economic condi-
tion of Gujarat during the reign of Mehmud Begarah we shall
have to take into consideration all the factors that were
regponsible for its develonment., This includes the develop-
ment in agricultural production, urbanigation, Industriliza-

tion and expansion of trade and commerce.
ure and e H

dMehmud 3egarah brought a revolution in the field of
agriculture which solved his all economic problems. He
devoted considerable attention to0 agricultural developument,
In his reign it has been observed that'alllthe land was
brought under cultivation. We find the result of this

l., Hajji-ad-Dabir, Zafarul Walih-bi-Muzaffar Wa Alih Vol.I
tr. M.F. Lokhand ¥Walah Baroda 1974 p.XXXII (intr.)
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enlarged cultivation in the reign of Musaffar Shah II, the
son of Mehmud Begarah, Ali Muhammad the author of Miratei-
Ahmadl writes that sgriculture was encouraged to such an
extent that once the inhabitants of a place complained to
Mugaffar Shah II that there was no place left untilled for

1 Even the soldiers were paid half

2

their cattle to grase.
their salary in the fom of a plot of land. In his reign
cultivators enjoyed very good position. It is said that
corn was never so cheap in Gujarat as it was during the

reign of Mehmud Begarah.5

Hortioulture was a favourite hobby of Mehmud Begarah.
He launched an ambitions scheme of laying out gardens, whioh
led to a general improvement in the quality of mout of the
fruits and flowers. It is said that in his reign many seeds
and saplings weres imported from various oountrias.4 The
famous garden of Firdous which was ten miles in length and
two miles in breadth and the garden of Shaban were laidout
by Mehmud Bagarah.5

Horticulture was a pastime of the rich and during this

period nobles also tock intersat in it. Imadul Mulk Asas

6

planted a garden around Asaspur. Sultan Mehmud encouraged

l. Ali Muhammad Khan, op. cit., p. 72.
2. Sikandar, op. cit., p. 58.
3. 1Ibid, p.1l04.

4., Sikandar, ov. cit., p.165, During this period seeds of
melon and saplingas of the fig and of the solid bamboo
was imported from Deccan and Bijanagear,

5. 1Ibid,,p.105,
6. Ibid., p. 167,



the culture of fruit trees by giving rewards and therefore
the common people also took interest in vlanting fruit
trees., Fruit trees such as pomegrants, Xhirins, Jambus,
Gulars, Cocoanuts, Bels anJHohwaa were grown in Gujarat
owing to the interest taken by Sultan Mehmud Begarsh in
ﬁorticultuxe.l

The laying out of gardens as our evidence suggests,
required high technical and artistic skill., A pereon of
Khurasan laidout & special garden for Mehmud 3egareh.
After this a Gujarati carpenter named Halu laidout an
equally beautiful garden apposite the Khurasani garden.
Sultan rewarded both men amply for their ak111.2

Hew Citiegs

Mehmud Shah founded many nevw cities. Mehmudabad3 near
Ahmadabad was founded by him, After the conquest of Junagarh
he laid the foundation of a new city and named it Mustafabad.®
There he constructed many lofty buildings. Vhen he conquered
Champaner he laid the foundation of new city Muhammadabad
and fortified it.5 We find the evidence from inscription on

the founding of one more city, Mehmud Nagm:'6 by Sultan Mehmud

l. 1Ibid., p. 105.

2. Ibid., p. 139-40.

3. Sikandar, op. cit., ». 133.
4., Ivid,, p. 125.

5. Ibid., ». 137.

6. Annual Reports of Indian Epigraphy 1968-69, p.98. It
was founded in 1487-88 in the neighbourhood of Dohad.



which however ia not mentioned in the Persian source booka.

Besides Sultan many nobles also took interest in the
foundation of towns and gasbas. The town of Rasulabad was

founded in 1507 near Rajkot district by one noble Nigam son

1 Khudwand Khan Alin founded a new town

2

of Tamachi Jam.
Alimpur to the south of the city of Ahnadabad. There are
many other towns as Daryapur3rounded by Darva Khan in the

north of Ahmadabad, Kalupur founded by Haji Kalu‘, Agagpur

founded by Imadul ijulk Asaas, Tajpur founded by Taj Khans.

Sarangpur founded by Imadul Mulk Sarang.7

industries:

Hedieval Gujarat was highly developed in the field of
industries. The township of Usmanpur in the vicinity of
Ahmadabad contained more than 10,000 of workers employed in
various induatries.a The important industries were of
Textiles, Indigo, paper, leather works, stone works and

metal works.

1., Ivii., p. 99.

2. Sikandar, op. cit., p. 165,
3. Ibid.,, p. 166,

4, 1Ibid., »n. 168,

5. Ibid., p. 167.

6. 1Ibid.,

7. Ibid., p. 168,

8., Kadvi, op. cit., ». 196,

€¢
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Textiles:

As cotton waa the staple crop of Gujarat, the textile
industries flourished and cotton cloth was manufactured in
great quantity. White Cotton fabrics which were manufactured

in Gujarat were of very high quality.l Febrics of mixed

cotton and silk was also manufactured here.

Cambay was the centre for the manufacture of both cotton
and silk stuffs. Ve have Varthema's evidence which link
Cembay's prosperity with its cotton and silk manufacture.

He says that from Cambay every year forty or fifty vessels

were loaded with silk and cotton stuffs for foreign countries.>

Silk stuffs such as coloured velvets, satin and taffeties

were manufactured here and exported to other conntz'ias.3 A

good quelity of cotton muslin was woven in Cambay. In
Cambay different types of oclothes such as Talaech (long gown
half cotton and half silk), kiota (blanket) Xhan(a sort of
satin) were also menufactured nere.* Silx camlets of good

quality and carpets of great thicikness were slso manufactured

in Oambay.s

1. HMarcopolo " The Trevels of Margopolo®” New York, 1930
pp. 306~7, Marcopolo writes that in Gujarat the cotton
plants wvere of two varieties. The first type of cotton
waa of a coarse quelity and it could not be spun, it
was only for quilting. The second type of cotton was
suitable for muslina and other manufactures of extra-
ordinary fineness, Barbosa, op. cit., p. 1l4l.

2. Varthema, op. cit., p. 110,
3. Barbosa, ¢p. cit., 141.

4. Nikitin, Indie in the fifteenth century, ov. eit., ».19,
5. 3arbosa, op. cit., pp. 129=141.
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Coloured cotton or calicos manufactured at Cambay was
of extraordinary fineness. Due to its proximity to the
areas where indigo of high quality was produced, the cloths
from various parts of Indias were brought for dying in blue

1 Calicos of good quality was also manue

and black colours.
factured at 3roach which is testified with the statment of
Tavernier that River Narbada at Broach was widely renowned
for centuries as possessing s veculiar nroverity for bleaching

Callcos-z

igo Indust 3

Sarkhe] near Cambay was the great centre for indigo
production; was manufactured in the form of bhlue stone colour
at Cambay.3 This refined indigo was exported to the foreign

eountries.4

Leather ¥Yorks:

In Gujarat wild cattles were found in great abundance,
thus the production of leather and dressing of skins becanme
an important occupation of Gujarstis. Skins of animals were
dressed here and vessels were loaded with them which were

gsent to different Arabd countriea.s Extremely delicate and

l. Tavernier, " Iravelg in India''Vol.I, tr. V. Ball London
1889, p.66.

2, 1Ibid., also see Vol., II p. 6.

3. Nikitin, op. cit., p. 19, Marcopolo op. cit., p. 308.
4., Barbosa op. cit., pp. 154-55.

5. Marco Polo, op. cit., ».306.



aoft coverlets for heds were made of red and blue leather
which were stiched with gold and silver threads.l They
(Gujaratis) vere expert in making beasutiful red and dlue

€9

leather exquisitely inlaid with figures of birds and beasts.>

Hotal Works:

Gujaratis were expert in metal work. Copver, quick
silver, vermellion, lead alum, madder, gold end silver
vere imported from Mecca, Aden and other parts of Arab
conntriea.3 Gujaratis artisans used this metal in manu-
facturing ornaments, emdbroidered and damascand work. The
gold and eilver thread embroidery of Gujarat was considered
of the finest in India.4 Leather articles were also stiched
with gold end silver thrcad.s Cughions were ornamented

here with gold and silver thread.6

Stone Workg:

Precious stones like carnelians, calcedony end

sardonixes were found in Gujerat. From these stones ornaments

were made of diverse fashions, Hilts of short swords and
daggars were also made from these precious atones.7

1. 1Ibid., p. 307.

2. George M, Moraes,® larco Polo and his contribution
to the knowledge of India", Proce of Indi
figtory Congress, 1944, p. 203 nas-of indlen

3. Barbosa, op. cit., p. 130.

4, Marco Jolo, op. cit., p. 306.

Se Ibido. P 307.

6. 1Ivid.

7. 3Barbosa op. cit., p. 144,
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Paper Industry:

During fifteenth century Gujarat manufactured good
quality paper. NKicolo Conti mentions that when he wvisited
India in 15th century, palm leaves were used for writing
in other parts of Indias while the inhabitants of Cambay
usged paper} ‘his means that in the fifteenth century paper
industries were eatablished in Gujarat. The various manu-
gcrints of the medieval period confirm the eatablishment
of the paper industriss in Gujarat,

Ahmadabad was the centre for naper manufacture.z Besides
Ahmadabad, Cambay and Pattan also produced good quality peaper.
Paper made at Pattan was known ac Patani paper. 3rown naper

wvag nanufactured for the business ec:mmmn:l.t_wf.'5

Gujarat ertisans were also expert in many other works.
The horn of rhinoceros was a precious commodity which was
used for the manufacturing of necklaces and ornamenta.
These horns waere alao used for making barrels, carrying

vater on Journoy.4

l. %Nicolo Conti, op. cit., v. 13,
2. U.A.KE, Ghauri and kehman, * Paper Technolcgy in medieval

India"™ Indian Journal of History Scienge, 1966 p. 138.
3. Ibid.

40 ﬂikitiﬁ, Op. 01t., p. 200
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Irade and Commerces

Trade and commerce was the backbone of the prosperity
of medieval Gujarat., Especially in the reign of Mehmud
Begarah the trade was flourished very much. In his reign
there were eighty four ports in Gujarat. This fact was
recognized even by the poweful Sultan of Delhi, Sikandar Lodi
who used to say that while the powsr of the King of Delhi
rested on wheat and Jawar, the foundation of the Eingdom
of Gujarat rested on corals, pearls as there were eighty

four ports under the Sultan of Gujarat.l

The trade and shipping in Gujarat was mainly in the
handas of foreign merchants Chiefly Arabs. Besides Arabs
there were other Muslim merchants of Iran, Imaq, Turkey,
Alexandria, Damascus and many parts of the north India.2
At the time of the arrival of Varthema in 1507 A.D. four
hundred Turkish merchants were residing in the great port of
Div.3 There were also many local merchants, both Hindu and

Muslims. Barbosa mentioned that in the port of Rander there

l. Ali mammad; 0348 Oitc, P 27.

2. Barboss op. cit., p. 120, B8Some inscriptions inform
us that in the 14th century there were Irani merchants
of diffexent nigbag as Al-Bammi, Al-JQaswini, Al-Irbili,
Al-Hamadani and Al-Kazruni., One pnjipba of Iraq, Al-Basri
vaa also settled in Gujarat. =zI.A.P.S3. 1971, pp. 5,7,
13, 15, 40, 45.

5. Varthema, op. cit., p. 92,
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were alli the local Muslim merchants.l In Rander there
was one community of Muslim merchants called gggg;;xg?
who was engaged in the t:adegkimber. The local Hindu

merchants were called 3ani 9.3

In 1507 A.D. Varthema observed that three hundred
ships of different countries would reach the port of
Cenbay every year.4 Thus it can be said that in the
fifteonth century and early sixteenth century Gujarat was

the major centre of active commercial activity.

Among the food crops wheat was imported from Malwa

5 Among the commercial

and Ajmer and rice from D2coan.
commodities some spices as cardamom, pepper, cinamon meace,
nutmegs and cloves and other things an wax, sugar {Jagra)

2 A arge quantity

cocoasnuts were imported from Malabar.
of cinamon wes also imported from Golombo., ' Sugar called
Jagra (palm sugar) and cocoanuts were alsc imnorted from

North India.®

1. Barbosa op. cit., p. 146,

2, E,1.4.2,3,, 1971, p. 24.

3. 3Jarbosa, op. cit., p. 113,

4., Varthema, op. cit., p. 1lll,

5. Abul Fagl, op. cit., p. 114,

6. Barbosa, op. cit., op. 128-29, 137.

Te Dan;;rs. F.C. Portuguese ndia Vol.I London 1894,
po 40

8. 3arbosa, op. cit., p. 177. Though in Jorth India
cocoanut was not produced in sbundance hut Sarbosa's
evidence testified that North Indian merchants brought
cocoanute in Gujarat and took in return cotton, horses
and many other things.
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Me?‘&,/S
Mehtaly such as copper, quick silver, vermelion, lead,

alum, madder, gold and silver were imported from Mecca and

Adan.l

The major immort among cash crops was raw silk, Jeri-
culture was not practiced in Gujarat because neither land
nor the climate was favourable for its production. From
the earliest time Gujarat was dependent on Chinese material
of raw silk.z Chinese procelaim also formed a luxury item

of import in Gujarat during this poriod.3

The principal exports of Gujarat were raw cotton and
textiles. The other major exports were precious stones,
indigo end hidea.4 Ormamnets of diverae fashion made from
precious stones were in great demand in Arabia, Persia,
Portugal and in north India.s Minor exports consisted of
gingelly oil, worm-wood, incense, ovium and certain other
drugs and medicinal products unknown to Europeans but which

wvere greatly esteemed by the people of Malacca and China.6

The province of Gujarat possessed thick forests rich
in many varieties of wood. Thus the timber became an

important commodity of export from Gujarat which was used

1. Barbosa op. cit., p. 130. See also Mareco Polo pv.307-8,.
2. Barbosa, op. cit., p. 128,

3. Sikandar, op. cit., p. 164,

4. HMarco Polo, op. cit., pp. 306--308,

5. Barbosa, op. cit., pp. 143144,

6. Ibid., p. 154.



especially for house building and ship duilding. Teak wood
was especially exported for the purpose of ship building-l

There were also exports and imports of exotic animals
and birds in Gujarat. In Gujarat there vere so many horses
that Barboéa called it the Kingdom of horsea.z These horses
were exported to other regions such as Malabar and North
India in large soaln.3 These horses were not of good dbreed
thus bvetter horses were imported from Aradb countries, Iraq,
and Tuzkoy.4 These horses were re-exported to other Indian
Xingdoms. Elephants were imprted from Malabar. Hhinoceros
vas vide spread in North India snd was exported to Gujarat.5
Among the birds the common parrot and herons were exported

to North India.®

l. Tirmizi, op. cit., p. 2. The aship builders of Arabia
carried timber from Gujarat for the purposes of
ship building. 8. Magbul Ahmad " Commercial Relations
of Indie with the Arad World. amic cultu
v°1t XXXVIII' 30.2. 1964’ p. 14 L]

2. 3arbosa op. e¢it., p. 119.
3. Ibid., pp. 127, 137.
4, Sikandar, op. cit, p. 144.

5. Shamsuddin, Zamima-i-Mathir-i-Mehmud Shehi, transc:ibed
copy of the Ma. Madina Munawara Book No.l2l, p. 1l02.

6. Shamsuddin writes that Sultan Sikendar Lodi (the Sultan
of Delhi) sent as a matter of special friendship, one
palr of rhinoceros to Sultan Mehmud Begarah and in
return he sent some parrots, Arahbian horses and herons
to Sikandar Lodi, p. 102.

T4
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¥ith the above description we can say that during the
reign of Mehmud Begarah the prosperity of the country seems
to have reached its culminating point. It is said that
nmost of the elegant handicrafts and arts practised in
Ahmadabad were introduced under this monarch's pzotection.l
It would be fetting to conclude with the observation of
Sikandar who commared Gujarat to a pexfect man? under the
reign of Mehmud Begarah. Although this statement is doubt-
less an exaggerated one, we can neverthless say that
Gujarat under Hehmud Begarah did achieve a level of

vprogsperity which was not attained earlier.

1, 8ikandar, op. cit., p. 140,
2. Ibid.



The establishment of the independent Sultanate of

Gujarat gave & great impetus to the progress of learning
and literature. The Sultans of Gujarat not only encouraged
trade and commerce but patronised equally men of letters
and the arts. The last independent Governor of Gujarat,
Zafar Xhan welcomed those who fled from Delhi during the
invasion of Amir Timur in 1398 A.D. to seek the shelter in
Gujarat., Gujarat became a heaven for savants and scholars
vho had fled from Delhi and found much encouragement for

1l

the further development of their scholarship. Among these

enigrants Shaikh Ahmad Khattu and Qutb~i~Alam deserve

special mention.? It 1s to be noted that this influx must

have introduced a new element into the society of Gujarat.

l, Hizamuddin Ahmad VOInIIx. OP. Oito. p.89.

2. Al-Badeuni, ﬁggﬁ;!ﬁa%iggg%ggggggg Vol.I, Calocutta 1868
P, 270. Our inscriptional sources inform us that
before the establishment of the independent Sultanate
of Guiarat, many savants of foreign countries visited
Gujarat., One Emigrant Shamsuddin Muhammad who died in
Cambay on 16th Oect. 1307 A.D. is described on his grave-
" The savant well-versed in the subtlties of knowledgep
the leading teacher and pursuer of truth and the Mufti
of the sections and groups." EIAPS 1971, p.9%.

T¢
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The keen intereat of the Sultans of Gujarat in the
promotion of learning testified through the fact of the
establishment of the many madarsag in their reigns., We
£ind that during the reign of Mehmud Segarah many padarsas
vere running to impart education to the children of the
common folk, These madarsas were -~ madarsa of Rarkhej;
Madarsa of Khan Sarwar; Madarsa of Shama Burhani; Madarsa
of Magar of Sheikh Hisamuddin; Madarsa of Qagi BSahibd,
Madarsa of Sheikh Matta; Madarsa of Shah Alam and Madarsa
of Muhammad-bin~Tahir, The above mentioned madarsas were
founded by the predecessors of Mehmud Begarah.l Sultan
Mehmud Begarah also founded many madarsas. Though we do not
f£ind any information sbout any particular madarsa founded
by him, his keen interest in the construction of madarsas
is testified by the fact that he constructed a madarsa-oum-
guest house near Madina gate of Mecca and called 4t
Al-Kambayatiyya after the name of the famous commercisl city

and port Kambayat (Cambay).2

1. Saiyad Abu Zafar Nedvi, t=kti-T T
Agamgarh 1962, pp. 195-8,

2. Z.A., Desai, 'India and the near East 13th and 15th
centuries' Hélgk Ram Fgl;o;tgtigg%giggg Delhi 1972.
P. 218, Ibn Fahd, one foreign scholar who enjoyed
the patronage of Mehmud 3egarah intimates us about
this madarsa-cum-guest house,
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The Sultens of Gujarat also established many Qutud
Khanahg for the progress of learning. Sultan Ahmad Shah
established one Shahi Qutub Zhanah., In 1451 A.D. Bultan
Muhammad Shah distributed the books of this Shahi Qutub-
Khanah to the students of the madarss of Shama Burhani.
Madarsa of ghame Burhani also consisted a famous library
which had some books of the Shahi Jusub Xhanah, Sheikh
Ahmad Khattu and Hazret Shah Alam had their own libraries,
consisted many books, which wers not available any whereel

else.l

The Sultans of Gujarat especially encouraged Ielamic
education. They invited traditionists from foreign countries.
Many great traditionists came to Gujarat from Mecoca to teach
the Hadith. B8Sir Demison Loss, writes that Gujarat was the
firat place in Indie where the Hadith literature was taught,>
Many madarsas were founded especially for the purpose of
teaching Hadith literature., Maulana Nuruddin Ahmed Shiragi;
Jamaluddin Muhammad-bin-Umar-al-Habashi; Jamaluddin Muhammad
bin Abdur-Rahim; Jamaluddin Muhammad-bip—Ali and Majid-ud-Din
came end gettled in Gujarat. Shalkheal-Muttaki, Shaikh
Tayyib Sindhi, Shaikh Abdullah, Shaikh Rahmad-ul~lah were

the other traditionists who visitel Gujarat to teach Hadith

1. Nadvi op. cit., ppr. 218-20,

2 -i h bi Mugaffar W 0D, 0117., pomIIc
!%ntrnﬁuotion)
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literature with a view to propagate 1%%

sducation there were also other subjeots, includeéd

Besides Islanioc

Astrology, History and Sciancee.2 There were also many
madarsas for the technical education. From these madarsas
even the illiterate children could get education. Especially
the labourer's children used to get education from these
institutiona., Consquently they worked in any technical

field which they get hold of.>

Though Mehmud 3egarah was illiterate yet he patronised
men of learning. During his reign a foreign ascholar Muhammad
al=fisri, generally known as Ibn Suwaid had profound knowledge
of religious lore., He received the title of Malikeule
[fuhaddithin or Prince among the Traditionists.by Sultan

1. 1Ibid.

2. BSir Denison Hoss writes that during 1l4th to 16th centuries
Sultans of Gujarat patronised arts and sciences to such
an extent that it is diffioult to find its garallel in
that period. - 3p. ocit., p. XXXII (Introduction).
Astrology and Aixtronomy wers patronised by the atate. No
step wvas taken without choosing as auspicious time for
1t. In the reign of Mohmud 3egarah a nodle, Thudwand
Khan acquired fame as & great Astrologer - Sikandar
op. cit., v. 124: in fact that Astrology was so
important as a branch of knowledge as to even influence
division of state, would indicate that it must have been
a subject of study in madarsas of the time.

3. HNadvi op. cit., pp. 216-17,



Mehmud Begarah, Probably due to his deep religious knowledge
he was given the Jigya Department to be adminiotezad.l Abdul
Qasim~bin~Ahmad, also called Ibn Fahd was anothar scholar
vho enjoyed the patronage of Mehmud Begarah, He studied at
Mecca, Cairo and Damascus. At the time of his arrival he
brought with him the copy of Fathul-Bari transcribed by his
father and presented it to Sulten,>

Besides the above scholars many others arrived in
Gujarat and became court chroniclers. They wrote the
achievements of their soversign in the form of the history.
These historians were Abdul Husain of Tun, Abdul Karim
Himidih, Payd Allah Bimbani, Shamsuddin Zirak of Shiras and
Sharfuddin Muhammad Bukhari. DBesides the Muslim Scholars
Mehmud Begarah also patronised Hindu scholar. Uday Raja,
the great Banskrit Poet got patronage of Mehmud and composed

his work Mahamudasuratranacharita in praise of his aoveraign.3

Growth of Pergian Literature:

Prior to the establishment of the independent Sultnate
of Gujarat, we do not find any work compiled in persian.

l. Dar K.I,.,, " Cultural and Literary activities of the
Sultans of Gujarat® leprinted from

Gujarat Research Society 1948, p. 1ll.

2. Z.A. Desai, " India and the near east during 13th and
15th century" op. oit., p. 221.

Be Ti:gizi, Some agpeots of medieval Gujarat Delhi 1968,
P .

Q¢
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However extant inacriptions give us an idea of persian
writing and literature in the early atage of its development.
Previous to persian, Arabic as a language was popular among
the Muslims in Gujarat. We find all the insoriptions before
fourteenth century in Arabic. One inscription dated 1312 AD
ia the earliest record in which persian is used as a medium
but sporadiclly slong with Arabic.® This iadicutes that

it was only after the conquest of Alauddin Khalji, that
persian came into popular usage in Gujarat., All the early
insc.iptions show that Persian, in its grammer and literary
usage was still crude and undeveloped. The sentences are
incomplete snd grammatically incorrect and do not oconvey

2 Bome inscriptions of the period of

any clear expression.
Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq 414 show some improvement., When we
come to the inscriptions dated 1331 A.D., we find that
persian use is of very high standard., Dr., Desal surmised
that this text could have been composed only by one who was
well versed in persian, in all probability an Iranian

emigzant.3

At the beginning of the 15th century the number of
scholars who wrote in persian increased consideradly. Their

style and the content of their work reflect the erudition,

l. Z.A., Desal " Persian language in the pre- Sulimete
%gggript%onu of Gujarat®, Indo Iranica Vol.XX, Caloutta
P. 21,

2. Ibid pp. 21-22,
3. Ibid., p. 23.



The inascriptions dated 1403, 1404 and 1405 are without
eny mistekes or inappropriatneas of expression which show

the further progress in persian language of this poriod.l

The language of the proge sections of the above ing~-
criptions are not of the literary quality.z The inscriptions
give details on the particular building under construction,
the name of the builder, the date of the construction and
in some cases the name of the ruling monarch as well., Our
evidence suggests that whereas poetry had reached a certain
level of development, the development of prose lagsed behind.
The metrical inscriptions give some idea of the quality of
the literary out put of the early medieval period. As
compared with prose the persian of the versea i1s of a high
standaxrd. They do not suffer from the same clumsiness of
expression as many of the prose inacxiptiona.3 One inscripe-
tion dated 1287 A.D. informs us about a literary man of high
merit, He is Zainu'd Din Ali-bin~Salar whose pen name was
Salar1.4 The Persian ghasal and Rubais on his marble
epitaph shows his literary talent.5 After this we find

l, Ivid., 25.

2. Ibia,, 20.

3. Ibid., 25.

4 BEoI.A.Pe8. 1961 pp. 19-21,

5 Indo Iranica op. cit., p., 22.
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insoriptions containing persian verses in the reign of
Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq and Feros Tughlaq., The text of these

veraes is of a high order.l

From the analysis of the above insoriptions containing
the verses we can say that during Khalji and Tughlaq period
and even bhefore it there were many learned men of persian
literature. It is surprising hovever that they did not

compose texts on the many monuments of the time.

With the establishment of the independent Sultanate of
Gujarat many savants and leamed men were attracted to the
Kingdom of Gujarat due to the liberal generosity of the
Sultana. Thege leaarned men of Islamic countrics were well-
veraed in persian language and were given every possidble
encouragement by the SBultana, Therefore, the persian
literature made special progress under the patronage of the
Sultans of Gujerat. BS8pecially in the reign of Yehaud Begarah
there was so much influx of persian historians, who aiormed
the court of Mehmd Begarsh. In his reign persian historians
vere mostly court chroniclers and recorded the achievementa
of their sovereign in persian, In the reign of Mehmud
Begarah we find following historieal worits in persian which
vere designated by the authora after the name of their

sovereign.

l. Indo Irenica op. cit., p. 27.
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Parikh-i-Mehmud Shahi of 7 Bimbanils

Fayd Alleh Bimbani, was one of the great ascholars of
the reign of Mehmud Begarah., He was the court chronicler
and held the post of Sadr-i-Jahan, He wrote one book
Tarikh-i-Mehnud Shahi which is also called Tarikh-i-Sadr-i-
Jahan at the instance of Mehmud Begarah and dedicated it
to him, It 18 a2 universal history of Islam from earliest
time to 907 AH/1501 A.D, Besides Tarikh-i-Sadr-i-Jahan he
wrote many other dbooks as Majma-an-Nawadir, Khulsat al-
Hikayat and Dasturul Huffas (a commentary of the quan).z

Abdul Karim Nimidih was the first writer who wrote the
universal history of Islam in hias book Tabgati Mehmud Shahi.
It included the hiatory from the very dawn of creation to
905/1499-1500 A.D.

1. Fayd Allah Bimbani, z§s$§$:L:§2k!!§.§2£§1. Transoribed
copy of manusoript Ho. 157.

2, Tirmigi, M.B., " Are Tabqati Mehmud Shahi, Mathir-i-
Mehmud Shahi and Tarikh—i-Sadrui-Jahan identical?"®
dial greas Allahabad 1947

3¢ Abdul Karim, Tabqati Mehmud Shahi, MSS, in the Library
of Eton Codlege, No. 1603 Academy of Selences of
Uzbek Soviet Sccialist Republic, Tashkent, M3.No. 38.
of.lgizmizi, Some Aspects of Medieval Gujsznt op. oit.,
Po .



The author was born in 1439-40 A.D. in Hurmusz., In
1458+~1511 he was sent on a miassion to the court of Sultan
Hehmud Begarah of Gujarat and there he compiled his book
Tabgati Mehmud Shahi,

Mathirei~Mehmud Shahi of Abdul Husain of Tun':

¥athir-i-Mehmud Shahi 4is the dynastic history of the
Sultans of Gujarat, Abdul Husain, the author enjoyed the
natronage of Bahmani Minister Khweja Mehmud Gavan.a Aftex
hias patron's death he ocame to the court of Mehmud Begarah
of Gujarat. At the instgnce of Mehmud Begarah he compiled
his book and entitled it as Mathirei-Mehmud Shahi after

the name of hisg sovoruign.3

Jamima-i-Mathir-i-¥ehmud Shahi of Shamguddin Muhammad Ziraks*

"It is to be regret that we find this work without any
Adentification of its author beyond the fact that this author
enjoyed the patronage of Mehmud Begarah and wrote his book,

l. Abdul Busain, Mathir phoud _Shehi, MS. in the Common-
wealth Relations Of 1ce q0.3842, cr. Tirmigzi, Some
Aspects of Medieval Gujarut, op. cit., p.24.

2. Abdul Husein op. ecit., f,, 116b cf, Tirmigi op. oit.,p.24.

3. Tirmizi op. oit,, p. 24,

4. Shameuddin zirak, famime-i-Mgthip-i-Mehmy shehy trens-
cribed copy of the M3, Xutub Khanah, Axi{ H Madina

Munawarah Book No. 121.
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Mathir-i-Mehmud Shahi at the instance of his sovereign,
According to Muhammed Chausi that this woric is composed
by Sﬁamsuddin Muhammad Zirak, who came from fShirae during
the reign of Mehmud Begarah. Hel
with the literary point of view this work is of standard.

gave the argument that

The author seems to be a master of similies, illustrations,
allegory and metaphors like Shamsuddin. This book contains
the hiagtory of the last two decades of the reign of Mehmud
Begarah, This is the supplement to the Mathir-i-Mehmud
Shahi of Abdul Husain of Tun. Abdul Husain ends his book
vith the year 1486 A.D. and Shamsuddin begins his book with
the despatch of an army against Bahadar Gilani in 1490 A.D,
In this supplement we find the history of the foreign
relations of Gujarat with Deccsn, Delhi, Egypt, Persia and
also with the Portuguese,

Tarikh-i-Gujiarat of Sharfuddin Bukhari®

Though this work is compiled in the reign of Musaffar
Shah II° yet it contains the history with the birth of Zafar
Khan to the death of Mehmud Begarah. The author in most of
the cases, was an eye witness of the events he describes.

Therefore we can say that the author also enjoyed the

1. .uaammad Ghausi, Gulzar-i-Abrap urdu tr. Ujjain 1326 AD
7,224, cf., Tirmizi op. oit., p. 37.

2., Sharfuddin Bukhari, x;;g%gg;:ggigggg. Msulana izad
Library Aligarh K8, No.l62,

3. Ibid., p. 200,



patronsge of Sultan Mehmud Begarah but he compiled his
booﬂ'after the death of his sovereign under the patronage
of his successor Musaffar Shah II.

Besides above writers we find the informations sbout
other writers and poets of the period of Mehmud Begarah by
the diary of saint Haszrat Shaeh Alam dated 1475 AD. only one
out of the total 7 volumes of the Jumat-i~Shahiyya, a diary
of the weskly public audience which the saint Hazrat Shah
Alam used to give on fridays, mentions about the writers and
poets in persian - only those who had personally their
respects to the saint or were his contemporaries; also these
inform about literary activities in the period of Mehmud
Begarah.2
prominent writer who wrote Madariju'l Ma‘arif. Next we find

By this diary we find ‘"at Salyyad Uthman was a

Maulana Sheikh Abdul Latif son of Jamaluddin of Nahrwala,
He wrote Zadu'l-Ashqin-fi-Sabili's Sadigin.’ Another
contemporary writer of the saint, Mir Salyyid Kamal Qasgwini
of Broach is reported to have written a commentary on the
Asmau'l Asrar of his spiritual guide, the celebrated Deccan
saint Hagrat Saiyyad Muhammad Gisu Daras of Gulbargs.*

1. In the preface author deacribed about the three Tabqaa.
In vhich first Tabga contains the history of Zafar, the
second Tebqa contain the history with the accession of
Ahmad Shah, the third Tabga begins with the deposition
of Dzud Shah and enthronement of Mehmud Begarsh, Of all
thnge three Tabgas we find only last Tabqa,

2. Z.h. Desai, " Ganj-i-Mp'ani of Muti'i' Iran Societyj2
Celcutta 1970, p. .

3. 1Ibid.
4. Ibia,, p. 63.
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The other writers, mentioned in diary were Maulana
Sa'du'd-Din wvho wrote a commentary on the Maqasid, Maulana
Fazlu'llah gon of Ziye Abbasi, a scion of the reputed
Bimbani family of Gujarat wrote the Jawahir-i-Jalall, and
Sheikh Paridu'd-Din Muhammad son of Daulat Shah wrote the

Kunug-i~fuhammadi, a c¢ollection of maltuzat.l

Persian poetry also snjoyed a good position in the
reign of Mehmud Begarah, Ahmad Shah is said %0 have been

2 The royal chronicler of

endowed with poetic genius,
Ahmad Shah, Hulwi of Shiraz was also a great poet and wrote
the achievements of their master in vsrsoa.’ His work
Tarikhe-i-Ahmad Shahi, in the form of mathnawi is quoted by
the author of Mirat-i-Sikandari. In the reign of Mehmud
Begarah Fayd Allah Bimbani, the court chronicler was a great
poet of the time. A large number of persian poets of thisas
period is mentioned in one volume of the Jumat-i-Shahiyya,

a diary of the Gujarat saint Hagrat Shah Alam. Malik
Mehmud Pyara, Maulana Khwaja of Hahrwala, Husaini, Maulana

Sadru'd Din Husain and Allah Diya Sarf-i-Jahan are mentioned

l., Ibid., 63.
2. Sikandar op. cit., p.62.
Je Ibid., Pe 3.
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1 Khudwand Xhan known

in the diary of Hagrat Shah-i-Alam,
as Malik Ilm (the learned Malik) was the father in law of
Sultan Muhammad, had a great knowledge of persian poetry.
Salyyad Alif Khan was also a great poet of the reign of

ahmud Begaxah.3

2

In aspite of such a diverse literary activities, the
reign of Mehmud Begarah failed to produce a poet of note in
tradition of Amir Khusraw, the best poet of medieval period.

Mehmud Begarah had keen interest in the persian transg-
lation of Arabic work. In his period the famous Biographical
Dictionary of Ibn Khalikan was translated into persian by
Yusuf Ibn Ahmad under the title of Manzar af Insan and
dedicated it to lehmud Begarsh in the year 14845 A,.D,
During the period Ibn lyad's Eitad Ash-shifs was rendered

4

into persian by Ibn Arraah.s The work Al-Hignal-Hagin of

1. Z.A. Desal, " Ganj-i-Ma'ani of Muti'i" op. cit., p. 63.
2, Sikasnder op. cit., p. 102, ‘

3« Dar M.I. op. eit., P. 16.

4, Dar M.I. op. cit., 110,

5. Sikandar op. coit., p. 110,
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Ibn Jazari of the period of Ahmad Shah was also tranasoribed
into persian by Abu Bakra of Broach in the period of Mehmud
Begarahl. A persian translation of Mira'atu'l~Jinan of
Yafi-i was made under the order of Sultan Mehmud by Abdul
Hay of Tun.2 A commentary on the holy Quran entitled
Dastural-fluffez was written by Fayd Allah Bimhani and wee

dedicated to Sultan Mehmud Begarah.3

The various scholarly works on theology, astronomy,
history and poetry testify to the notable promotion of
learning and literature in the reign of Mehmud Begarah,

1, Z.A, Desal, " Ganj~i-Ma'ani of Muti'i" op. cit., p.b64.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
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GONCLUZION

Although the foous of our study is the reign of
Mehmud of Begarah (1559 - 1611 A.D.), it was necessary
to deal in some detail with Gujarat in the days of Delhi
Sultanate and to examine the historical circumstances in
which Gujarat emerged as an independent regional Kingdom,
The latter period representsa qualitatively distinct
phase in Gujarat's history; its high point was reached
during the reign of Mehmud Begarah. While this was, no
doubt, mainly the result of a combination of historical
factors, both political and Econémic, the exceptional
personal contribution of Mehmud Begarah also played an
izmportant role.

Gujarat must have been one of the most prosperous
provinces under Delhi Sultanate. Delhi Sultans used to
receive heavy amount as a revenue from Gujarat. Shamg=i-
Siraj Afif tells us that in the reign of Feroz Tughlaq
revenue received from the iqta of Gujarat amounted to two

ozorna.l With the decline of Delhi Sultanate following

1. Shams-i-Siraj Afif, W' ed. Maulvi
Vilayat Husain, Bibliotheca Indica, cutta 1891 p.

a1



the death of Feroz Shah Tughlaq, and the invasion of
Timur, a general process unfolded wherein the out lying
territories broke away from the central authority and
their Governors assumed independence. The origins of
Gujarat as an independent state lay in similar circums-

tances.

The new Sultans of Gujarat embarked upon a policy
of expanding their territories, the process reaching its
climax under Mehmud Begarah's rei-n. In his reign,on the
east Gujarat's boundary expanded esdbranoing champage% and
reached uptil the boundary of Malwa; on the south it
stretched up to Hahim or the present day Bombay; on the
vest extended to the Arabian Sea with conquest of the wvhole
of the peninsula of Sorath inocluding the port of Jagat; on
the north Jalor fell within ite boundaries.

Reforme of radically new type were introduced in
Azmy Organisation by Ahmad Shah which remained in force in
the reign of his grandson, Mehmud Begarah., Each soldier
vas given a plot of land as incentive to remain in the army
and fight when called upon. Two more important measures
that introduced by Sultan Mehmud, Firat the land of every
Amir end Soldier who died was inherited by his son; in the

case of those having no male issue, half of their land would

g0 to their daughters and if they had no dsughter, then
certain allowance would be given to the dependents of the
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deceased. Secondly he ordered that none of his soldiers
should borrow money at the interest. He appointed a
geparate treasurer to give advance to the needy soldier

and to recover loans, He chalked out a four years plan

to expand his army. In this scheme the entire revenues

of Gujarat were assigned for the upkeep of his army. Sultan
Mehmud gave the crown lands (Khalsa) for four years as a
contribution fowards the enlarged expanses of the army,
defraying his personal experses from the treasure left by
the former Sultans. During these four years two third of
all the treasure were spent on rewards and food supplies
for the army. It is said that in the last year of his reign
the army consisted one lakh soldiers., While in the beginning
it consisted only seventy thousands soldiers,

According to the author of Mirat-i-Ahmedi, the total
revenues received during the reign of Musaffar Sheh III,
the last Sultan of Gujarat was 5. 5 crores 62 Lakhs. We
can assume that the revenues must have been greater than
this during the reign of Mehmud Begarah, as the Gujarat
Sultanate had reached its maximum territorial extent at
that time and received tribute from a number of conquered
territories. By now (with the reign of Mugaffar Shah III)
the territorial extfit of Gujarat had shrunk consideradbly.
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It is said that corn was never so cheap in Gujarat
as was dquring the reign of Mehmud Begarah because he paid
8 oconsiderable attention towards agriculture. He launched
an ambitious scheme to encourage horticulture, Different
kinde of plants of fruit trees were imported from various
countries and peopls, who used to plant the trees were
rewarded, He founded many cities as Muhammadabad at
Champaner, Mustafabad at Junagarh, Muhammadabad near
Ahmadabad and Mehmud Nagar near Dohad and adormed these
with lofty buildings and beautiful gardens.

In the reign of Sultan Mehmud trade was flourished
very much due t0 the large number of excellent ports., This
faoct was also accepted even by the Sultan of Delhi, Sikandar
Lodli who used to say that the pivot of the King of Delhi
rests on vheat and Jawar while the foundation of the King
0of Gujarat is on corals and pearls because there are sighty
four ports under the Xing of Gujarat. The highly developed
textile craft of Gujrrat can be traced to this period. While
cotton fabrics both fine and coarse and others printed in
pattern were woven, 8ilk stuffs such as coloured velvets
satin and taffeties were manufactured here and sxported to
other countriea. 0Calicos prepared in Gujarat were of
extraordinery fineness. The Gujaratis were also expert in
crafte such as, Metal working, Stone ocutting =mnd Leather
goods manufacture.paper technology was also developed in
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Gujarat during 1l5th century. Gujaratli paper was made by
advanced methods. It was exceedingly white and glosay.
Many different varieties were manufactured and exported

to different countries.

Though Sultan Mehmud was illiterate yot like Akbar
he patronised men of letters. His fame as a generous
patron of learning reached all the Muglim lands and
consequently attracted a large number of savanis and
scholars of differentcountries from the Islamio world.
Learned men from Yemen, Hijaz, Egypt and Persia adormed
his court and eulogise the achievements of their sovereign
in the form of the History. He comstructed many madarsas
for the progress of learning.

Sultan Mehmud had ushered a reign of prosperity,
happiness and all round Qevelonment, The people of Gujarat
developed an elegant culture in the reign of this glorious
Sultan. Due to the marvellous progress during the reign
of this Sultan, Sikandar compares Gujarat in respeot of
perfection to a perfect man.
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