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(ii)

The present study is intended to Pring et one plice
in the form of annotations all the significent litercture
that is aquailable in the field of history on ndinn

National Jonoress since 1885-1950.

Scope?

d1though the bibliography is selective in noture, 7
have endeavoured ny hest to cover all the aspects »7F the
history of Indian /Jational Congress. Some of the asprcts

covered, are:

First two decades (185-1905), Gancdhi's appearance on
the National scene, the Khilafat moverent (1920), the
Hon=cooperation moverent (1919-32), Simon Tonmrission{1927),
the Second Civil Disobedience movement (1970), ri-»'s
Jission (1942), Juit India fovement (1942) cnd ‘ount

Patton Plan (1947).

I em confident thaet this bidbliogranhy 1ill »e “elnful

to all those vho have sorme interest in the Fie’d o* ‘re
b2

history of Indiagn fatiornal “ongress. ‘ainl: rece-proh

scholors of this Field »ill find it very helnful,



(iii)

fethodology:s

Fhile starting mith this task a reneral survey of the
literature cvailable in inportent l1ikraries 1ike
dzad Library, 4ligarh fuslim University, 4ligerh, I 74
Librery, Jehru Jemorial .‘useum & Iibrary, iew ltelhi and
Osraniz University Likrary Zuderarad. Out of the nu he
of periodicals covering the field, only i portant onz were

selected for this pnurpose. A4 list of reriodicels cs been

given in the heginning.

Standords folliowde

ds far as possiltle, Indian standards reconmeniead for

bibliographical references (IS : 2781=196%) has Fe=en

o ol

follored and classified catelogue code (') of Jr.3,7.
Ranganathan has been followed for author hecding in the

nain entry.

The entries contained the follovwing itens of infor-

mationss

a) Serial nunbher

b) YName of the author

¢c) 7ull stop(.)

d) Title of contribution, including sub-title, if any
e) full stop(.)

F) Title of the periodical in abbreviated Fforr as
Jar as possible

g) Volume number



(iv)

h) Semi colon(;)

i) year

J) Semi colon(;)

k) Inclusive pages of the article.

Issue nunber is also included if the issues of the

volume are separately paginated.

Specimen entrys

SHITH (RT). Role of India's "Liberals"™ in the

nationalist moverent, 1915-47. 4sian Survey. &,7;

1968, Jul; 607-24.

bstractes

Indign Liberals, 1ho controlled the Indian National
Congress from its inception in 1885, suffered rapid decline
when the Congress was taken over by militant nationnlists
during the first Jorld #ar. The 1liberals had long held
a "moderate™ position between the opposed forces of
revolutionary exiremism aqnd Rritish imperialism. . rom
1915 onward they purposely assumed the role of mediators
between Congress militants and the British governnent.

Ry 1947 the liberals were reduced in number and popularity

to survive as a party after India'’s independence.



(v)

Arrangement

The articles dealinr with distinct subject hecding
are listed by subject-wise in alphaheticol serrence,
Under the specific subject headings, the entries hnve heen
nade alphabetically by cuthor. The entries are scorially
nunhered. In certain cases a logical helpful seqrence 18

applied, wherever necessary.
Index:

The part III of the bibliography contains A4uthor aond
title inderes in alphabetical sequence, Tnch inder nuides
to the specific entry/entries in the bibliogranhy. I
hope they will be found very useful for consult~tion of

the bibliography.

List of abbreviations useds

AI0C 411 India Congress Connittee
cre Congress Torking Comnittee
e Indian National Congress
N7rp Vorth Test #Frontier Province.

List of journals docurented:

4¢s dnmrita Bazar Patrikq
dsian Frofile
Adsian Recorder

Asian Review



blj
L)

dsian Survey
Adustralian Journal of Politics and History

Bombay Chronicle

Capital
Congress Bulletin
Current History

Economics and Political Veekly
Economic Studies

Zcononic Times

English Review

foreilgn Review

Gandhi lfarg

Hindu
Hindustan Review
Hindustan Times

Indiac Quarterly

Indian & Foreign Review

Indian Zconomic & Social HAistory Revien
Indian Erpress

Indian Nation

Indian Journal of Political Science
Indian Political Science Review

Indian Journal of Politics

International Journal of Contemporary Sociology

International Studies

Journal of Political Studies

A



e

Koloniale Studien

Link

Hainstream
Jodern Review
loslem Forld

National Herald
Hineteenth Tentury

Organiser

Pacific Affairs
Parliarmentary Affats
Pairiot

Political Science Zeview

Sikh Review

Social 4tlantic Juarterly
South 4sian Recorder
Statesran

Swarajya

I'ribune

forld .'omorrow
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PART ONE
INTRODUCTION
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HISTORY OF INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (1885-1950)

The birth of Indian National Congress (INC) narks

the beginning of the first countrywide attempt at

nation building in India. Congress started as an
organisation of country's elite and educated middle
classes with the sole ain of securinn constitutiongl
reforms from the IFritish Governrent. ZThe narty grev in
strength and size under the inspiring leadership of the
founding fathers like 4.0. Hume, 7.C. Panerjee, 2Jadabhal
Jaoroji, #illiagm Fedderburn, R.:!. Saquvani, Radruddin

Tyabji and others.

Thus the country was prepared in ren as 1ell ns
materiaels for the formation of a national orconisction,
Hany Indians from different parts of the country -
Dadabhal Jeoroji, Justice ZFanade, Pheroseshah ehta, 7.,
Teleng, R.if Saypani, .U, Yajnik, Tadruddin Tobit,

G. Subramaenian and 5. Subramaeina lIyer, 4nand “herlu,
Yo, Paner ee, Surendra //ath Ranerjee, .Incnda ohen “o0Se,
Lal Hohan Ghose and Kali Charan Fanerjee - *ad sinulta-

neousliy hepun to »lanthe setting up of an 411 India

lotionalist Organisation, d4.0. Hume tooi a concrote

step and brought together at the country. e aimed at
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providing a safety valve to the increasing populer
discontent cgainst the Aritish itule. owever, this is not
the whole truth., If Hume wanted to use the Jonsrress as

a safety valve, the early Congress lenders hored to use

%]

him as a 'lightning conductor'. The verious objective

L

of the Congress were outlines within the frore work of the

ideas rnd aqttitude ofthose who forrmed the ner organisation,

The "irst Two Decqdes (1885-=1905).

The history of the Congress during 1885 to 1805 may
be described as a period of petitions and preiyers for the
immedicte redress of urgent grievances in cdministrction,

T

while motivated a certain indealism in regard to Indiag'’

A

[47]

political aspirction., The lJationel “Tongresc used to ho

b

d
annual meetings. ihe number of delegates increased fronm
year to year in sSpite of the hostility of the 7ritish
Indian Government. The leaders mentioned above uigre
Iater called the .‘oderates. These Moderates or early
Indian nationalists believed that a direct srurole for
the political emancipation of the country waes not et
possible., 4ccordingly, their methods were in keeping
with their faith in PFritish lidberalisrs they helieved
in the peaceful presentation of their grievances tothe
Governrent in order to redress ther. The meithods of

violence, force, and bloodshed were Joreinn to their



genius. TFhey sent reculaer derutotions to "r’toin

to educate the Tritish public oninion in ‘niis's Towonr,

I~
]
Q
=
Q
[N
o~
O
3

alist lea’ers popularisesd the idec o7 sialcshi
as a means of »nronoting Indion indusiries a»’d ursed the
Governrent to reduce land revenue and cholich salt tor.
On econonic, political and woralgrounds, they puil for-

werd o derond for the Indianisation of the hirker nreias

'\\')

of adninistrcotive services. Along 1ith o de - ans faor the
sercration of the judiciary fror the erecutive, thoy

urged the Governr—ent to undertake and develor relfare
activities of the « tate., They oorosed all restrictions

on the freedom of Press ancd speech. The country nrotested
ancinst R.G. Tilak's grrest in 1897 on the orount of
sedition. This struggle for freedomn of Fress and sneech

hecane an integral part of the naotionalist strincle for

freedon,

Il

The British authorities turned rore hostile towards
the Indiagn Yational Congress. They now hegan publicly

to criticise and condenn it and its leclers. Trey dbran-
ded nationalists as "Disloyal Babus", "Jeditious Brahmins"
and "Violent Villains". They believed that the sn»read

of education had heen a major cause of the growth of
nationalism and so plans were set afoot to impose oreater

governnent control over it and to change its relatively
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liberal character. The Pritish authorities also pusked
Sfurther the policy of 'divide and rule' by encouraging
Sir Syed A4hmed, Khan Raja Shive Prasad and other pro-

British individuals to start an anti-Conaoress noverent.

Though the early lational /i'overment faoiled to achieve
concrete reforms in difrferent spheres, yet it succeeeded
in creating a wide nationael awakening. It trained peonle
in political work, popularised the ideas of derocracy
and nationalis, propagated a modern outlook and exnosed
before them the evil results of ZFritish rule. Erposing
the misrule of the Pritish, it established the political
truth that India must be rule in the interest of the

Indians.

Jilitant Nagtionalisnm

By the turn of the century, the genernal of discontent
had spread to the rurnl gentry, the peaseantry and the
workers. The situcition threw up a large num™er o’
leaders who were more radical in their demands ~nd who
helieved in a rather nilitant form of notionnliecm,

.

“hey came to be called extremists. There iere cany

reasons for the growth of militant naotioneiism, ec.r.,

disillusionment armong the politically concious peonle

mith the princiges of the dominant moderate Ilen”ership



and their methods, disappointment with the Indian

Council Act of 1892, tﬁe bitterness c gainst the PRritish
authorities due to terrible calamities like plaoue and
Sfamine, new reactionary British measures like the laqw
against sedition in 1898 and O7rficial Secrets ict 1899,
international events like revolutionary moverents in
Ireland, Russia etc., humiliation of Indians abroad,
eristence of ﬁi;itant nationalist school of thoucht with
its outstanding'représentatives, Bel Gangadher Tilak,
Bipin Chandra Pal, Aurobindo Ghose, Lale lajpat Fai and
others, growth of education and unenmployerent agnd the
policies of Lord Curzon. The Pengal Partition in 1905
acted like a push-button and militant netionalism appear-
ed on the scene. Fhen the partition of Pengal mwmas annou-—
nced in 1905 different sections of population - zaemmindaers,
merchants, lowers, students,,the city poor and even the
women - rose up in spontaneous opposition. The .‘oderates
led by Surendrae Nath Banerjee held demonstrations, hartal
and nmourning. They also organised the Swadeshi movement
and opened national educational institutions. Put all this
Jatled to yield any result and so the leadership of the
anti-partition movement passed to millitant nationalists.
The Congress split in 1907 at the Surat session between

the "right aend "left™ wings. The extremists, meeting

under the chairmanship of 4urobindo Ghose, rearfirmed their



belief in Swaraj, Swadeshi, boycotit and national

educgtion.

The British‘Government played the garme of "Jivide
and Rule®™ and tried to win over the oderates ~nd caome
up with the 1908 .‘orely-iiinto Heforws. Lhe “engnl
partition too was annulled in 19117. The reform increased
the number of elected members‘in the impericl Tedislative
Council and Provincial Councils but most of the —enhers
were elected indirectly., 4 system of separate electro=-
rates was introduced. It waes said that 1t was o step
to protect Muslim minority but in reality it maes a part
of the "Divide and Rule” policy. The .‘oderctes did not
give full support to the reforms but decided to cooperate
with the Government in working the reforns. Gracduclly
they 1ost the respect and support of the public an? were

reduced to a small political group.

Terrorist 7ing of the Fxrtremists

In spite of the vigour and comprehensiveness of the
national movement, when the partition of EBengal was not
repeated, the events following the partion accentuated
the revolutionary impulses of many young Indiens. ‘fony

ertremists believed that force and violence, nurder of

Buropeans, destruction of Government property and looting



of treasuries could alone drive the British out of

India. The young men were called "terrorists”. Ihey
became more active when partition of Bengal was being
contemplated. Sporadic murders of political ncture

took place from time to time. During the First orld
Far, the people were affected by the heavy tazxction and
scarcity of commodities and were willing to joln any
militant movement against the government., The Congress
could not satisfy them and so to channzslise their popular

discontent the Home Rule leagues were started.

Some of the terrorist revolutionaries went akroad
and established centres in Europe. The Ghadr Party was
established in 1913 in US4 and Canada. Its members decided
to start an armed uprising in India in the wake of the
First 7orld Far in 19714. However, the Governrment cane
to know about it, arrested the leaders and punished them

severely.

4 colourful and inspiring chapter in the history
of the freedom movemnent was added by these terrorists.
Their desperate deeds and daring plans, cool action
and indifference to death won them a lasting place in
the menory of the nation. DBut they failed becouse their

movenent ‘was not well organised and it could not involve



the masses. 4 series of conspiracy cases, stern pengl-
ties qnd harsh law hroke their back., The terrorists also
did not have c common plan and a ceniral leadership.

The 'oderates and even some of the Extremists did not
agree with the terrorists but it is true that "they gave

us back the pride of our manhood”.

The Lucknow Pact (1966).

Fhile circumstances were forcing the Governrent to
see things from a new angle, a new way was shmon hy the
Lucknow Pact between the Congress and the :‘uslim league
in 1976, The nationalists had realised that the disunity
in their ranks was injuring the cause and thathey had to
put up a united front before the Government. IThe two
wings of Congress united in the Lucknow session., The
Congress and the 411 Indiq uslim league too -~ ank their
differences and put up common ploitical demands before the
Government. These developments had a tremendous effect.
Political enthusiasm was visible every wherer in the country.
Even the British Government felt it necessary to placate
the nationalists, and decided to appease nationclist opi-
nion and announed in August 1917 that its policy in Indiqg
was "th gradual development of self-government institutions

with a view to the progressive realisation of responsibdle

Government of Indicas an integral part of the 7“ritish



Empire®™. /lontagu Chelmsford Reforms were announced in
7918 but Indian nationalism was not appeased. It soon

entered its third phase - the era of struggle.

GANDHI APPEARS 05 THE NATIONAL SCEVE

Gandhi had waged a strong fight against racism in
South ifrica between 1894 and 1974, He returned to ’ndia
in 1975 and founded the Sabarmati Ashram ot ihmedadacd
in 1916, #hile in Lfrica hre had “eveloped a technigue
of nonular passive resistance a grinst discriminaotion -
the satyagraha - and he decided to cpply the same to
the Indian problem. Gandhiji's first experirent in
Satyegrahae cane in 1917 in Champaran, o disirict in Bihar,
The peasantry on the indigo plantations'in the district
was excessively oppressed by the Buropean planters.
7hen Gandhiji began to conduct a detalled inouiry into
the condition of the peasantry, the infuriated district
officials ordered him to leave Champaren but he defied
everything. The Government wags forced to cancel its
earlier order and ultimately Gandhiji succeeded in re;

dressing the grievances of the peasantry.

The Rowlatt Adct (1919).

The Rowlat ict passed in 1919 authorised the
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Government to imprison any person without trial and con-
viction in Court of Law. Along with other nationalists
Gandhiji was aroused by the Rowlatl Act. He founded the
Satyagraha Sabha whose members took a pledge to disobey
the 4ct and thus to court arrest and improsonment. .Jlarch
and April 1919 witnessed a rermarkable political awakening
in India. There were strikes and demonstrations - the
slogans of Hindu-Muslim unity filled the air. The Indian
people were no longer willing to submit to the degradation

of foreign rule.

Jallianwallagh Bagh

The Government put down the movement with a heaby
hand, the blackest stain on its record being the firing
on a meeting of citizens at an enclosed place called
Jallianwallah Bagh at 4mritsaer. Troops uder General Dyer
fired 1,600 rounds of ammunitioﬁ into the unarmed crowd
who had no means of exit. ZEven according to official
estimates 319 persons were killed and 1,200 wounded and
were left unattneded. ifartial Law was proclcimed on
Punjab, and the subsequent inquiries revealed a gruesone
picture of shooting, hanging, bombing from the eir and

extremely severe sentences passed by the tribuncls during
the reign of terror. A4 Sikh youth Udham Singh avenged

the Jallianwallah Bagh rassacre by killing O'Dryer, the

then governor of Anritsar.
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The Zhilafat Hovement (1920)

The part played by the fritisﬁ in the defeat of Turkey
and the dismemberrent of the Turkish Enpire in the 7irst
Jorld “ar offended the religious and historical senti-
ment of the Tuslinms, and caused the religious and histo-
rical sentiment of the uslims, and caused them to adopt
an aggessive anti-Rritish attitude. The two drother,
fohammed 411 and Shauqat 411 and faulana 4bdul Kalam
4zad organised a mass movement of the /uslims knomwn as the
Khilafat movement. The attrocities in Punjab had stirred
the whole country, and in the Khilafat movement Gandhiji
saw "an opportunity of uniting Hindus and ‘uslims as
would not arise in a hundred years"™. Thus he wholehear-

tedly espoused the Khilafat cause.

THE NON=COOPERATION MOVEIENT (1919-1932)

Gandhiji conceived the idea of channelising the power—
Jul cdrrents of this united mass movement soas to give
an impetus to the national struggle for independence. The
SpeciaZJCongress session at Calcutta in September 1920
approved Candhiji's plan for launching bountrywide non-

cooperation movement, People were asked to boycott

Government offices and schools to take to the constructive

programmes of Gandhiji. It was at this time that the
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Jamia Millia Islamia of 4ligarh, the 2ihar Vidyapith,

the Kashil Vidyapith and the Gujarat Vidyepith came into
existence., Hundreds of lawyers including Thittaraenjan
Das, Hotilal Nehru and Rajendra Prasad gave up their
legal practice. dAn important feature of the rovement ras
the burning of English cloth in bonfires, aend a spirit

of civil disobedidience and passive resitagnce arainst

the Government 1mas visible every where. .ore than 70,000
people went to joils. In the meantime sore old leaders
liek Fipin Pal, 4nnie Pasant and Jinneh left the “onrress
since they did not 1like the militant “orm of the struggle.
The Congress in its annual session at ihmedahrad (19271)
not only expressed its determination to continue the
programre of non-violent non-cooperation nith creater

vigour but took steps to organise civil disohbdeience.

The Akalimovement in Punjab, the .‘oplah's anti-zomrindari
movenent in Kerala, the peasant uprisings in Asam valley,
United Provinces, Rihar and Orissa bore testinony to

the fact., Gandhiji aennounced on 1 February 1922 that

he would start mass civil disobedience, includinoe non-
payment of tares, unless the political prisoners were
released within seven days and the Press freed from

Governnent control. Dut the Chauri Chaura incident proved
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a hindrance to the civil disobedience moverent. 4
Congress prbcession of 3,0007peasants clashed mith the
police at Chauri Chaura, and the angry crowd attached and
burnt the police station causing the death of 22 police-
men. Ganhiji took a very serious view of the incident
and decided to suspend the nationalist movement. The
Congress Committee passed a resolution stopping all »ncti-

vities which could lead to vilation of lauw,

The Swarj Party (1922)

Ganhiji's decision to call off the civil disobedience
mobement created disilzusioﬁment everyvhere., otilal
Vehru, C.,R., Das and .7,C. Kelkar formed a new party - The
Suaraj Party - in 1922, Adfter the death of C.R, Das in
1925, the Swarjists drifted towards a policy of cooperation
with the Government leading to dissensions within the

party. The party vanished in 1926,

dnother Phase of Terrorism

In the meanwhile the relations between the Hindus
and fluslim were greatly affected; first due to the suspensign
of civil disobedience movement and secondly, the trans—
Jornation of Turkey into a secularist state under Koral

Pasha which put an end to the Khilafot movement. 4 revival
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terrorims carme up. 4 draratic nanifestation of revoiu-
tionary terrorist cctivity was the essissination of a
British Police Officer, by Rhagat Singh, Azad and

Rajguru whom they mistook for the one who hed enrlier
ordered lathi-charge on a demonstration led by 7ol Tajpat
Rai. Chandra Shekhar 4zad, Surya Sen, Rajouru, Jatin
Das, Sukhdev and nany ot ers resorted to terrorist
activites. Bhagat Singh and P.K. Dutt threw a bonb

in the Central lLegislative Assembly on 8 4pril 1929 to

protest against the passage of the Fublic Sarety Pil1.

The éritish autorities were hard on terrorists.
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev cnd Rajguru were erecuted on 23
Jarch 1931 despite popular protest. Chandra Shekhar Azad
wos killed in a shootling encounter with the police, Surya
Sen v qs arrested in February 1933 and hanged soon mjfter.
In farch 1929, 31 prominent trade union and comrunist
leaders were arrested and after a trial (leerut “onsniracy
case) lasting four years sentenced to long periods of

imprisonment. IThe terrorist movement waned cfter 71934.

Simon Comrission (1927)

In lovember 1927, the Rritish Government arpointed
the Indian statutory comrnission, popularly known as the

Simon Commission to enquire into the working system of
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Government, the growth of education, developmnent of
representative institutions in British India and suggest
further constitutional reforms. All the members of the
Commission were Englishmen. This announcement was prote-
sted against by the Indians. They decided to boucott
the Commission which was greeted with hartals and black-
flag demonstrations underthe slogan "Simon Go RPack”,

The Government used brutal suppression and police force
to break the popular opnosition. It wgs while leading

a demonstration against the Simon Comwission thot lala

Laojpat Rail received a ftel lathi blow.

The boycott of the Simon ommission probided a oreat
opportunity for the restoration of amity betweern different
commnunities and political parities. Political cctivity in
the country was also revived. 4s a reply to the challenge
thrown by Lord Rirkenhead to the Swarjist Party to produce
a Constitution for India all the parties (the Concress,
the luslim league, the Ziberal ‘"ederation, the “oderate
wﬁo had earlier seceded from the Congress) held a confe-
rence first at Delhi end then at Pune., The conference
appointed a sub-conmittee to prepare o draft Constitition
for Indig- ffotilal Nehru headed the comnittee and submi-
tted the report which came to be known as the lNehru

Report. Responsible form of Government in which the
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erxecutive should be responsible to a popularly elected
legislature, a sovereign Parliament with two Houses, no
reservation of seats for any community in Punjab and
Bengal, and the attainment of Dominion Statlus as the next
step were some of the recomrmendations ofthe Vehru Report.
But all parties of the convention which met towards the
end of 1928 did not concede the claims made by Jinnah on
behalf of the Muslims. He, therefore, Jjoined the .fuslin
League uhich did{not see eye to eye with the Congress.

The Hindu Jahasabha denounced the Reportl as pro-iuslin,

Thus it marked the growth of communalisn.

L4

Poorna Swargi (1929}

Gandhtji returned to active politics in 1928, In
the !ladras session, held in 1927, the Congress had declared
complete national independence as its goal. Neverthless,
the all parties convention, and later the Connress, agreed
_to accept the Dominion Status if granted before 31 Decemher
1929. But if the Government falled to do so, the Gongress
would demand complete independence. The Governnent did
not concede the demands and thus the Congress session
held in December 1922 at Lahore passed a resolution dec-
laring poorna swaraj to ke the Conoress objective. On 31

December 1929, the newly adopted tricolour flag of freedonm
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was hoisted and it was declared that 26 January should

he celebrated everyyear as the Independence Day.

THE S3C0ND CIVIL DISOREDIENCE NOVESENT (1930)

4s the Governrent paid no attention to the demands,
Gandhiji started the Civil Disobedience movement on 12
Mfarch 1930, He left the Sabarmati Ashram on footogether
with about 76 followvers for Delhi, a village on tre
Gujarat sea—-cost. Here Gandhiji broke the Selt law vhich
symbolised Indians' refusal to l1ive under Rritish made
laws and thereforre and British rule. The rovement
spread and everywhere in the country neople joilned
hartalis, demonstrations, and the compaign to boycott
foreign goods and to refuse to pay tares. In the north-
western corner of Inda under the leadership of Zhan
Abdul Ghaffar Kran (the' orontier Gandhi') the Pathans
too joined the struggle for freedom. Two platoons of
Garhwall soldiers refused to open fire on rass demonstra-
tors even though it meant facing court martisl and long
terms of imprisonment. Thus nationalism started penetrating
the Indian armny as well. The Governnent adopted stern
measures repression. According to officiacl fipures thre
were 29 cases of firing resulting in 7103 killed and
420 injufed and 60,000 people were imprisoned in Jless

than ¢ year. Indiscrimate and merciless beating of ren
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and women formed a feature of the repressive compaign

undertaken by the Government.

The Round Table Conference (1930, 1931, 1932).

The strike and the boycott hit the Rritish comnunity
hard, and the Government, unable to suppress the novement
by force, adopted conciliatory measures. The "ritish
Governnent sumrmoned in 1930 the “irst Round Table ~on e-
rence of Indian leaders and spokesran of the "ritish

™

Government to discuss the Simon Commission leport. Tut
the fational “onoress boycotted the ‘onerence and 1its
proceedings proved abortive. L'he Governrent nor made
attempts tonegotiate an arreement with the Congress., Ihe
Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed in 19351. Ihe Covernrent
agreed to release those political prisoners vho hod
renained non-violent, while the Congress suspended the
Civil Disobedience movement and agreed to take part in
the Second Round Table Conference, moverent and anreed
to take part. any Congress leaders opposed the pact.
Gendhiji went to Englend in September 1931 to « ttend the
second Round Table Conference but the Governrent refused

to concede the hasic nationalist derniand for freedom on

the basis of the immediate grant of Dominion Status. On

1

coning back to India, Gandhiji resumed the Jivil !

~

is=—

obedience movement.
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The British aquthorities now tried to crush the
Congress. The police indulged in naked terror and
comnitted innumerable atrocities, on the freedom fioh-
ters.ters, Over a lakh satyegrahis were arrested, the
lands, houses and other property of thousands w1as
confiscated, MNationalist literature was banned. The
Congress officially suspended the movenent in ./qy 1937

and withdrew it in Yay 1934.

The Third Round 7able Conference was held at the
end of 1932, without the participation of the Congress.
Its discussions eventually led to the passing of the

Government of India Act 1935,

The Tomnmunagl Award (1932).

Since the Second Round Table Conference jfailed to
achieve results, the Rritish Government announced its
constitutiona’ proposals. The establishrnent of a separate
elzctorate for the weaker classes, which forrned a nart
of a Communal Adwards given by Ramsay .'ac Donald In
dugust 1932, provoked Ganhiji, then in jail, to under-
take ¢ fast unto death. The reult was the Foona Fect
which nearly doubled the number of seats reserved for the
Scheduled Castes, to be filled by a common joint electo-

rate out of a panel of names originally chosen by ther clona
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THE CONCRESS JINISTRIES (1937-1939)

The 7ivil Disobedience was virtualiy abardored
in 71934. The.Congress once nore decided to work the
reforms introduced by the 4ct of 1935. It swept the
polls in the elections held at the beginning of 1037,
The Mfuslims desired to form a coclition ninistry mith
the Congress in each province, but the Congress refused
to admit into the .'inistry anyone who did notl subscribe
to its creed. The cleavage between the “ongress and the
ifuslim Iggue widened and Jinnah publicly declcored that
the ".fuslims can expect neither justice, nor fecir play
under Conpress Government". JiHdowever, the Tonrress formed
Jinistries in 7 out of 11 provinces and its cdministration
too was highly successful. Severael welfare neasures ere
initiated, Soon a "left ving"” developed within the
Zongress and its great strength became manifest when its
leader Subhas Chandra Pose defeated even Candhiji's

nominee for the Presidency. Subhas Chandra Zose ulti-

mately resigned and formed a new party, the “ormwar EBloc.

The 1930s witnessed the rapid growth of socialist
ideas within and outside the Congress. Tithin the Zong-
ress this tendency was reflected in the election of

Jawaharlal Nehru as President for 1936 and 1937 and of
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Subhas Chandre Rose for 1938 and 1939. Cutside the

Congress the socialist tendency led to the growth of
the Communist Party under the leadership of F.C Joshi
and the foundation of the Congress Socialist Party by

dcharya farendra Dev and Jayeprakash Narayan.

The national movement spread to the princely states
too where people, now began to seek demomcratic rights
and popular governrments. The Congress supnorted these
movements and urged the princes to introduce democractic
representative government and to grant fundamental civil

right.

The political situation was feirly tranquil until
the outbreak of "rold Yar II in 1039, when the ‘onnress
took exception to the fact that ndia vas dranged into
the Far without her consent, On this issue the ‘onrress
ninisters resigned in Cctober-lovember 1935, On & iupust
1940 the Covernment ofiered i) to set up after the ¥aor
a representative body to dsvise a new Constitution for
India ii) to enlarge the Viceroy's Brecutive Jourcil
by nominating additionael Indign nermbers, anﬁ'iii) to
appoint a "¥Far Advisory Council™ consistins of represen-
tatives of Pritish Indic and Indian States. Tut os the

Congoress wanted atleast a provisioral national goverrnrent
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as the Centre, the "Augcust offer" seemed unscetisfectory
and so in October 1940, an individual civii disobedience
compaion was started under the leadership of .‘eratlra

Gandhi.

Cripps ./ission (1942)

The deadlock between the Congress and the Pritish
authorities continued for a year and a half on the inter-
national scene. ‘hen the Japanese, afier overrnning
Thailand, were rapidly advencing in Nurna, the Iritish
made a conciliatory gesture. dJapan occupied Rrngoon on
8 ilarch 1942, This brought the Far to India's doorstep.
The British desperately needed India's cooperation in
Far and to secure it, sent to India in ilarch 1942, a
mission headed by a cabiret minister Sir Stafford “ripps.
Cripps came to India on 22 ifarch 1942, After Iong discu-
ssions with Indian leaders he put forward the proposals
enpisaging that (a) Indig should be given the Dominion

Status after the ar (b) during the Far period, the

Defence portfolio would remain in the hands o7 the -
Viceroy, except that, all other subjects would be trans-
ferred to representative Indians and, {c) after the

the terminationof the ar, a Constituent Asserbly would
be set up to decide the future of India. Yhe Tonporess

as well as the Cripps //ission ended in complete failure.
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Quit India ifovement (1942)

The 411 Inida Congress Commititece met in FPombayon
8 Adugust, 1942, and passed the faemour”"Quit Inida"”
resolution and proposed the starting of a nass struggle on
the widest possible scale. Although the Congress had
not i ade any actual preparations, the Governrment ecid-d to
strike immediately. In the early hours of the rorning of
dugust 9, all the Toncress leaders were arrested and
the Congress'was declared an illegal body. A4s there 1as o
Zomplete lack of leadership and organisation, violent
riots and aessault and sporadic disorders, such as the
cutting of telegraph ond telephone line, darmaging of
railway tracks, stations etc., occurred on a large scale
in different parts of the country. These individual acts
of angry defiance soon swlled into a revolt. he Govern-
ment reacted sharply and let loos a reign of terror.
Lathi charges firing and mass arrest becanne such o common
feature that the country was transformed into a police
state. Punitive fines and summary sentences bhecame the
order of the day. The Government succeeded in putting
down this shori-lived but intense revolt but not bejore
over ten thousand people had died in police and military
firings. However, the revolt secured two things: i) it
gave utterance to India's anger against imperiaelism, and

it) it assured the British rulers that the ~ays of
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imperialist domination of India were numbered.

During the years 1942-45 there was no major poli-
tical activity. Subhas Chandra Rose, who had escaped
from India in 1941, nade contacts with Germany and Japan.
In FPebruary 1943, he left for Japan to organise an arned
struggle against the British rule with Japanese help.

In Singapore, he formed the Azad Hind fauj (Indian
National Army) to conduct a military compaign for the
liberation of India. Fith the collapse of Japan in the
7ar during 1944-45, the IN4 too met defeat, and Subhas
Chandra Rose is said to have been killed in an aeroplane

accident on his way to Tokyo.

Gandhiji was released from prison on grounds of
health in oy 1944. e held a series of discussions with

"

Jinneh but no agreement was reached. Lord Frovell, who

succeeded Lord Tinlithgow as Governer General in Octoher
1943, floew to‘iondon in Mdrch'7944 and carie bock with‘
the proposal that the members of the Council, rith the
exception of the Viceroy aond the Comiender-in="hief
should be Indian selected from amongst thre leaders of
Indiagn Political porties, on a basis of parity retreen

Juslims cnd the so—-called caste 7irnlus. 4 con‘ference to

select the personnel ras sunmoned at Sinla, but it broke
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down as the Congress and the League could not corme to

en aoreement.

Cabinet :’ission Plan (1946).

After the Second orld ¥ar, ILabour Perty care to
power in Priton. he IV'4 had surrendered to the "ritish
after the collapse of Japan, aend a number of its oificers
were tried in Indiag for treason. lot only the Congress
but the entire poiitical leadership of the country rose
against the triagqls, The IN4 Officers were convicted after
the court martial but the Government had to vield to the
~electrified public opinion and ultimately set these offi-
cers free., The trials once agailn assured the British
authorities that India no could longerbe sctisfied with
false and vague promises. There was more evidence for
reaching this conclusion. Ihe revolt of the Indiarn naval
ratings at Bombay in February 1946, widespreed discontent
and strikes in the Indian Air Force, a strike by the
Indian Signal Corps at Jabalpur, had all proved this heyondd
doubt. Furthermore, strikes, hartals and demonstrations
were being held all over British India and werespreading
to the princely states also., The British therefore decided
to transfer power to India and sent the Cabinet ifission.

It consisted of Lord Pethick Lawrence, Sir Stafford Zripps

and 4.V. Alexander, met the Indian leaders to negotiate



i Y LN AVNDDE ] S yuna i vgiuno T ysuly WPIVEL sy PAOT] o\ i jogiuy
I ¢ ,,;.,.,., ;..\ \ ..\.:::«\ .\:A\:\.\,\\? ,,:‘_ .,\,,\\,J: () \\\\ \::\,.\ Nﬁ\v\ i\:,N. rl .:::~\\?t /.,T.Z:.\‘_ ,2\\




26

the handing over of pouwer and recommended i) ¢ Union of
India comprising EFritish India and the Indian itates,
ii) the federal centre should have control over defence,
defence, foreign affeairs and communications, ii1i) the
division of provinces according to three groups, 1iv)
setting up of a Constituent Asserbly to draft a Cors ti-
tion and v) the establis ment of an interirm national

-
‘
il

government by the reconstitution of the 7Viceroy's Trecutive
Council from aemong the leaders of the different pariies.
The Tuslim League acceplted 1the proposals but criticised

it particularly on the issue of Pakistan. An interim
government was finally formed by the Conoress in JSeptemher
1946 with Jawahatlal Nehru heading the Council of .'inisters.
Juslim League too joined it in October 7946, but decided
not to participate in the Constitution meking. The Fritish
Prime .'inister Clement Attlee announced that the “ritish
would quit Indig by June 1948, and appointed lord Mount-

batten as Viceroy of India.

Jauntbatten Plan (1947).

Lord Luois founthatten was sent to India and he
assumed office as Viceroy on 24 ‘arch 1947. On 7 June
came the broadcast laying down the method by which power

would be transferred to Indian hands. Fith the Partition
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of the country, the western areas ojf Punjab, the Zorth-
7est Frontier Province, Sind and Baluchistan and the
eastern half of Zengal and Sylhet district in Assar were
to form the new indepdent state of Pakistan, ,which would
be inaugurated sinultaneously with India. The historic
pronoucncenent was received with mired jfeelings by the
public. The Hindus and nationalists deplored the vivse-
ction of Indila, while the fuslims of the League were not
only fully satisfied with the "truncated and moth-eaten

Pakistan”, as Jinnah once described it.

Thus the division of India was announced nuch to the
sorrow of the Conaress, and much to the joy of the Huslinm
League. The Indian independence Act was rapidly was
passed through the Farliament, withdrawing all 2ritish
power from India and vesting it in the Dominions of India

and Pakistan., Freedom came on Augustis, 1947.

The history of the Congress after independence 18 no
less facinating then the story of its strugole for freedow.
The greatest achievenent of the party ajfter indepecndence
has been its success in retaining the confidence of the
people, Hehru provided the dynarmic lealership. e piloted

the march of socielism in the country.

“he post independenceera has notonly accelerated the
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inner momentun of the (ongress but has helped il to grov
fron strength to strength. The Congress has had its

ups and downs, its troubles and tribulations, but it has
energed triumphant out of its struggle for political
Ffreedom and 1s constantly endeavouring to fulfil its
socio-economic programmes. The history of this hundred
years old organisation is a rich and long history of
service to the people. Today the Conoress represents

the nation on the rnarch-march towards pecce, proaress

and prosperity.

COICLUS IO

The Indian l/ationcl Conoress thus established was
intendend to be a body of all Indians irrespective any
distinction of religion, race, caste and creed. It had
no written constition at that time, but its ideology
was to ventilale the grievances of the people of India
and to discuss in an orderly and peaceable manner questions
of the vital importance afrfecting their well-beino. The
assembling of Sindhis, Punjabis, Bengalis, .‘adreasis,
Gujaratis, ilarathis, Parsis, Harvadis, Hindus and
Huslims under the same roof and for a common object, is

by no means a trifling thing.

—0=-0~0~-
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'NDIA, CONGRESS PARTY, DE!OCRACY

"MORRIS~-JONES (WH)., Parliament and dominant Party:

Indiagn experience. pParliamentary Affairs. 17,3;1964,

Sum; 296-307.

There can be one dominant party regime which, so far
Jrom rending parliament.feeble, actuelly makes for its
strength and vigour. WFithout the Congress Party there
could have been a successful imposition of goals and the
capacity to gain acceptaﬁce of those goals. Ifhe retentive
capacity of Congress has held together many regional and
sectional interests. Congress by its hold over and feelim
SJor rual society and by its power as government party
has been able to absordb the worlds of uillage politics and

to integrate them,

HISTORY
GRAHAYN (BD). Conmgress as a rally: An image of leader-
ship. South 4sian Recorder. 6,2; 1973, Jan; 111=24,

There is a certain consistency in the way in which
the Congress leaders have seen and edplained the relation-
ship between leadership, party and people. IThe Congress
has had to abandon the politics of consensus to tre

extent of adnitting organised opposition - the alliance

of reaction and left extremists. Put, it is agreed here,
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old theme of the Congress as a rally persists, idealizing
nationaglism, and then sociaelism, as a pilgrimage. The
analyssis of this theme by study of the public statements
of the Congress leaders, suggests a number of areas in

which further research would be illurinating.

HALAVI4 (KD). Congress left today. Link. 10,7; 1967,
dug 15; 60-=2.

Congress was divided between "right and left"., The
Congress was born at a time which marked the bheginning of
the end of the British Emnpire in India. In the early stages
the party was divided between the /foderotes and Extremist
wings. They were known as the No-changers and the Pro-
changers. tany left the camp of Hotilal Nehru and joined
Jawaharlal Nehru, who brought the ideas of socialism and
internationalism. The chief characterisitc of the Indian
National Congress has been to carry with it all kinds of
heterogeneous elements, aiming at a broad pattern of
socialism, There were differences among the leacders them
selves. 4 clear cut picture of the "Right and left”

emerged in the Congress during the period 1932-48.

HALHOTR4A (Inder). Hundred not out. Times of Indig. 1985,

Hay 123 4;a-h.

Discusses that Indian Naticnal Congress has been a great

organisation. It has been the instrument of India’s
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freedom and the pioneer of the liheration movements in
Adsian and Africa. Its greatests leader, Gandhi, was a
side tracked; his rformidable lieutenant, Patel, mentio~
ned only in passing if at all. So wes Tilak, who was the
first procliam "Swaraj is my birthright™ The Alibrothers
who spearheided the non-cooperation novement were totally
ignored. Gokhale was not given much attention.. Nehru
played significant role, after Gandhi, in the country's

affairs for almost seven decades,

KAaW}7A St~vGH, Congress is a movement. Hindustan Times.

1985, Dec 28; 9.

Birth of Indian lational Congress was nore by accident
than by desg>n.. Hume wanted to make the Congress an
instrument for achieving independence. The organisation
has the same character as long as Hume 1lived. It change
a little after death & with the arrival of Gandhi in the
twenties. The Congress has never been a party in the
known sens, for it had nocadre, no light sceening proce-
dure. It was a movement, a tornado, which swept the
country, taking in its fold. Persons of all parties,
political persuasions and social status. The turning
point in Congress history came in 1979 when the Jallian-
wala Ragh massacre took place.. It sparked off a massive

moverent all over the country. The Congress has not

changed much since Hume. It continues to be an umbrella
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party, and a movement in spite of emergence of regional

groupings which cannot be called parties.

MILITARY INFLUENCE

FELLS (4.) Dynamics of institutional power: The

Congress party and the military in Indie. Internationgl

Journagl of Contemporary Sociology. 11,15 1974; Jang34-43.

Political and economic decline of the Congress Party
government is outlined, and the growth and the poleéntial
of alternate political and non- political groups are
assessed, with special attention to the growth of military
influence. It is concluded thaetthe military is the only
national organisaetion at present that is potentially
capable of rule should the congress party fail to conso-
lidate its power. As the instrument of force for the
government, however, or even in a post-coup position of
power, the army may not be adequate to the task of pre-
serving unity in fece of growing regionalism. The
continued demise of civililan politics may therefore,

lead to further partitioning of the subcontinent.

OBJECTIVES

BMARGAVA (#L). BEvolution of Congress, HNational Hergld.
1985, Aug 11; 9:d-e.

In the Indian National Congress met at Borbay in

1885, it was just an informal gathering of certain well
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known men. The airs and objectives of the Congress

were for the first time made clear in Hume's speech in
1888, He had 1laid down the basis jfor the jfutire

Congress constitution. It waes laid down thaet the pro-
vincial organisations were to be given the largest latitude
to determine the franchise and the mode of election of
delegates, but no ofricial would be alloved a vote.

At the second session at Calcutta proposal to frame a
constitution and rules for working the Tongress was
deferred for future occasion. The Hfadras Congress in
1887 became more thoroughly representative and nationcl
in chkaracter. The Lucknow session of Congress in 1899
had given a skeleton and the Lahore Congress put flesh
and blood in the organisation. For the first three
session of the Indian XNational Congress, no formal
resolution was adopted for appointing a general secretary
Hume was appointed as General Secretary at the 4llahabad

session in 1888,

ORGANISATION , DEVELOPHYENT

YATHUR (Girish). ®ill Congress live for another hundred
years? Link, 28,21; 1985, Dec 29; 10-2.

Discesses that when the Congress was born in 1885,
associations of English educated gentimen had been formed
at Calcutta, Hadras, Poona, Bombay. However, as the

years passed, some of the leaders of these association
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often went bekhind the areas of their influence, contacted
each other and toured upto Punjab. This made them aware
of the need for a national platform to focus attention on
all India issues. The Indian Nationol Congress came into
beiﬁg despite those who insisted on keeping public life
in India fragmented. ifodern day apologist of British impe
rial rule havetaken panes in trying to establish that the
Congress was an all Indiae coalition of regional forces.
The Congress was not such a coalition. It was a national
forum. The article also says that only the puradt of

the anti-imperialist and liberationist path can restore
the symbiotic relationship of the Congress and the Commu—
nist. Jawaharlal Nehru assimilated best anti-imperialist

traditions.
QUIT :Nul4 RESOLUTION

SHANKAR (Girija), Congress Socialist Party and the "Quit
India"™ resolution of 71942. In: INDIAN [TISTORY CONGRESS.
Proceedings. Ed by BR Grover and RP Dua. 3%;.1972;512=-3,

This presents an account of the Congress Socialist
Party efforts to press the Congress to take advantage of
the warsituation and launch a mass cilvil dis-obedience
movement in order to compell the British to leave the

country. It also discusses with some deteils the various
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pulls of events before the final pessing of the "Juit
India” Resolution by All India Congress Comnittee in August
1942, The Conoress Socialist Party consisténtp stood for
for starting this kind of movement and to the Sociallst, the
civil dis-obedience movement was meant only to be a prelude
to a final armed revolution to get the country out of the
foreign yoke., The failure of the British Governrent to
respond favourably to the Congress demands, growing anti-
British and Pro-Axis feelings among the people. The "Quit
India Resolution® demanded "immediate ending of the Dritish
rule in India® was in effect acceptance of a plicy which

the Congress Socialist Party was clamouring for c¢ long tine.

STATE REORGANISATION O'DONNEL CO!MI/ITTEE

10. DASH (SC). States Reorganisation Commission and Orissa.
Ind, J. Polit, Sci. 16, 4; 1955, Oct. D€C; 336-51.

India inherited illegitimate provincial boundries. The
geographical situation became much more complicated by the
merger of the neighbouring Indian states and by the formation
of States Union and centrally administered areas. Before
independence the Indian National Congress declared more than
once its faith in the linguistics provinces. But the Conaress
cold-shoulder~d it in the post-independence ~“ays. The decision
to set-up the state reorganisation comnission care ¢S a

sequel to events culminating in the formation of the state
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of Andhra. This makes a detailed study of the clairms of
Orissa an neighbouring states in the 1ight of the reco-
mmendations of the O'Donnel Committee and the State Re-

Organisation Comrission.

FREEDO!! [FOVTNENT, ANERICAN ATTITUDE

SHRIVASTAVA (BEK). American attitude towards the Indian

National !fovemnent. International Studies., 14,3; 1975

Jul-Sep ;5 529-30.

dmerican inerest in India. began with the rirst

stirrings of nationalism in India. It starts »ith the

partition of Rengal in 1905. There was a change in the
American official attitude which the United States had
oficially displayed towards India before. Lala Lajpat
Rai played an important role in the United States for
the Nati-nal Movement. After theentry of the United
States #n the war, the Indians were moved by the hope
that the principle of self determination enunciated by
President Foodrow WNilson was going to be extended to
their country and their hopes : ere to remain un-fulfilled.
The government of the United States : as immensely
concerned with British sensibilities and did not deésire
in the least to offend them. In 1925, the American
Council at Bombay interviewed with Gandhi and he advised
him to exercise greater discertion in intervening indi-

viduals, associations with whom, in view of their
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political believes, might give rise to embarassment.

ARNY

12. HABIBULLAH (E). Indian Army's. Role in Indiag's “reedom

Hdovement. Organiser. 32, 25; 1980, JXNov 9; 13-5.

1857 is reglly the date which marks the date of divorce
of Indian army and its master, the East India Company,
It wgs a pyrhic victory for Bngland; because they parted
company with those very sepoys who had won the empire for
them from #adras to #ultan. They fell back on tie back-
ward and less civilised areas of the Punjab and XNF#P
Queen Victoria Fmpress, became the first British .‘onarch
in Hdistory to call herself anything more thaqn 4ueen or
King of England. The Indian soldiers emerged from Forld
Far II as heroes with a reputation next only to thct of the
Russiagn soldiers. It wes only the soldiers that showed
soltdarity throughout. But odr politics played into

British hands also.

CONGRESS PARTY

13. THURTLE (Epmnest) . Congress stands for freedon.
Bombay Chronicle 1935, Dec 29; 9:a-b.

On the occasion of the Indian National Congresses’
Sifteith anniversary of the inception, the writer greets

to the organisation which stands for the freedom of the
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Indiaen people from foreign tutelage, and in expressing the
hope that their work of liberation will be crowned with

success in the not distant future.

SITARAY4A (S Pattabhi). Saga of inspiration and Sacrifice.
Hindu, 108, 52; 1947; dug 15; 23: a-d.

States that India's freedom has not been the exclu-
sively conception or drawn of any single political party.
It is a compendious erpression of a whole nation'’s longing.
The Congress is but the vociferous mouthpiece, the organ and
limp of such a nation in bondage. The Congress which was
groping in the dark when it was s tarted in 7885, began to
feel and find its wey in a comple of decades (1905),
broaden its vision and widen its outlook as it conveived
Home Rule &finaly rose to the attitudes of Swaraj. The
Sfirst twenty years of the Congress witnessed the laying
of the foundation of the edifice of Swaraj. The Congress
has attempted to oust the foreign powers successively by
physical, intellectual and moral forces. IThe congress
started different movements to secure freedom. "Quit
India” was Gandhi's war cry, raised on 4dpril, 18, 1942,

and British Quit India on Adugust 15, 1947,

SUBRAYANIAY (C). Event to learn new lessions. Econonic

Times. 12,2763 1985, Dec. 29; 5: a-d.

Describes that the centenary of the Indian Netional
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Congress is being celebrated throughout the country not
only by those who are in the Congress party today but
also by all who participated in the freedom rnoverent of
Indian Vational Congress. This celébration should not end
with any festivities, mee