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CHAPTER I 

A PRELUDE 



The e a r l y h i s to ry of Agra i s shrouded in mystery 

owing to the lack of l i t e r a r y and n o n - l i t e r a r y sources 

and Archaeological evidence, which a re not a v a i l a b l e 

p r i o r to the twelfth century A.D. But s t ray numismatic 

and archaeological f indings in and around the area shed 

reveal ing l i g h t towards the ex i s t ence of an e a r l i e r 

town a t the s i t e krtown as Yamaprastha, i t i s sa id t h a t 

the foundation of Agra was l a i d during the re ign of 

Ugrasena and i t was held in g r e a t reveirence by Hindus 

being the scene of incarnat ion of Vishnu, i t i s corrobo­

ra ted by Abdullah the author of TSrlkh-i D^udl, when he 

w r i t e s , "the Hindus a s s e r t t h a t Agra was a stronghold 

in the days of Raja Kans, who ruled a t Mathura and who 

confined everyone tha t d i sp leased him in the f o r t a t the 

1. Cf. Atkinson, E.T. and F isher , ?.H. (ed) : S t a t i s t i c a l 
Descript ive and H i s t o r i c a l Accoxmt of the North­
western province of Ind ia , v , V I I I , Agra D i s t r i c t , 
Allahabad, 1884, pp. 577, 715. Several theor ies have 
been propounded regarding the der ivat ion of i t s name, 
some are being derived from Aga ( f i r e ) , Agwira (encl ­
osure for f i r e ) , agara (a s a l t p i t ) , agra ( f i r s t or 
pr ior ) , agara (house of h a b i t a t i o n ) , agala (bar for 
keeping a door c losed) , Agravana (one of twelfth 
fo res t s of Brajmandala), Agrawal (a subcaste of the 
Vaisnyas) and Age-rah (the s i t e t h a t i s ahead on the 
way. C a r l l e y l e , A . C . L . : Archaelogical Survey of India 
Report, Vol. IV, Calcu t ta , 1905, p . 137: Keene, H.G,. 
A Handbook for v i s i t o r s to Agra and i ts neighbourhood, 
Ca lcu t ta , 1899, p . l ; La t i f , S.M., Agra H i s to r i ca l and 
Descr ip t ive , Ca lcu t ta , 1899, p . l . 



former p l ace , so t h a t in counrse of time i t became aw 

es tab l i shed s t a t e prisonl ' 

P r io r to i t s being the c a p i t a l of the Lodls , 
2 

Sgra was included as a pargana in sarXSr of Biana. 

The f i r s t muslim r u l e r who r e a l i s e d Agra 's s t r a t e g i c 

geographical and economic importar^ce and made i t h i s 

m i l i t a ry headquar te r s , was Sikandar Lodi (1489-1517). 

NiSmat-ullah says t h a t "to curb the violence in the 

sarkar of Biana, the SultSn, commissioned, in the 

year 911 A.H, (1505 A.D.) some j u i d i c i o u s and i n t e l l e c ­

tual men to explore the banks of the r i v e r and r e p o r t 

upon any l o c a l i t y which might be considered the roost 

e l i g i b l e " . Accordingly^ the explor ing par ty l e f t 

Delhi in boa ts and continued to' examine both s ides of 

the Jumna, u n t i l they ar r ived a t the spot where the 

presen t c i t y of Agra s tands . The s i t e a t t r a c t e d 

the exploring par ty which decided in favour of i t s 

s e l e c t i o n . On a personal v i s i t to the s i t e , SultSn 

Sikandar Lodi no t iced two e leva ted spo t s . He asked 

Mihtar Mulla KhSn, who was ca l l ed 'Naik' and commanded 

1. AbdullSh, T5rlkh-i DStidl, t r . E l l i o t and Dowson, 
London, 1867, Vol.IV, p .450. 

2. NiSmat-ullah, Tarlkh-i-Khan-i- jahan Lodt, t r . 
E l l i o t and Dowson, Ca lcu t ta , 1955, Vol.V, pp.132-33, 



the royal barge, which of those two mounds appeared to 

him to be the most s u i t a b l e . The ^ a n r ep l i ed "Age-

rah" , t h a t meant the one in advance .The SultSn smiled 

and said/ 'The name of t h i s c i t y then sha l l be , 'Agrah* 

He then repeated the fa t iha and in an auspic ious moment 

issued orders for founding the c i t y . Besides the 

geographical importance of the bank of r i v e r Jumna . 

and thus the nearness with the r i v e r undoubtedly 

f a c i l i t a t e d abundant water supply, which could be 

fur ther improved b^ digging wel ls on the bank of r i v e r 

Jumna, which was flowing from North to South Eas t . 

The r i v e r alsd offered oppor tun i t i e s fo r 

development of t r ade routes to Agra, Ajmer as well 

as passage for eastward t r a d e , while in ths fa r 

north lay Himalaya making the passage of t rade from 
2 — the north-west to Eastern region d i f f i c u l t . Agra 

was a su i t ab l e po in t for d i s t r i b u t i o n of t rade from 

north-west and south and west for cross ing the r i v e r 
3 

to Benaras and pa tna . 

1. Niafnat-ullah, o p . c i t . , Vol.V, pp. 132-33. 

2. Habib , i r fan , An Atlas of the Mughal Empire; 
P o l i t i c a l and Economic Maps with Detailed notes 
and Bibliography and Index, New Delhi,1982, Sheet 
0-6. 

3 . Ib id , 0-B. 



After the ho^Ia, the Mu^hale took Agra AS t h e i t 

c a p i t a l and const ructed many bu i ld ings in t h a t c i t y . 

Blbur added numerous ed i f i ces to Sgra a f t e r 15 26,^ 

Babur informs us t h a t many towers were b u i l t on Agra-

Kabul road in order to f a c i l i t a t e the conroxinications. 

The^e p i l l a r s e x i s t even today although in a dilapl4tet«d 

condi t ion , HumayQn, probably because of h i s sho r t 

and troublesome ru le could no t add much to the c i t y 

except one mosque which bears two Persian i n s c r i p t i o n s 

Jated 1530 A.D.^ 

The house of Surs continued to hold Agra as 

the sea t of c a p i t a l , Sher Shah as a g rea t bui lder^ 

r e a l i s e d the importance of good communication for 

running the government and fo r development of t rade 

and commerce. He, the re fore , ordered many l ink roads 

to be constructed which connected Agra with o the r 
3 

p a r t s of the EmJ>ire. 

1. eabur, BlburnSroa, t r . BerverJdge, A.S . , V o l , I I , 
London, 19 21, pp.475-6. 

2. Cunninghum, A. , Archaeological Suryey of Ind ia 
Report, V_1V pp, 100-101? Begum, Gulbadan, 
HumayOnama, t r . Beveridge, A .S . , London, 1921, p.98, 

3. J o s h i , E.B. ( ed ) ,U t t a r pradesh D i s t r i c t Gazet teer , 
Agra, Lucknow, 1965, p .44 , 



After the Surs, Akbar formally made Agra h i s 

permanent c a p i t a l (Darul-Khllafat) and named i t 

AkbarabSd. Throughout h i s re ign the Emperor continued 

to con t r ibu te to the expansion and development of the 

c i t y . Among the bui ld ings t h a t were b u i l t by Akbar 

are Red Fort , Sikandara, Patehpur S i k r i , Hans Mahal, 

mausoleum of h i s Hindu wives, B i r b a l ' s palace e t c . 

The grandeur of t h i s c i t y can be well a sce r t a ined 

from the accounts of var ious t r a v e l l e r s , who came 

to the c i t y during the s ix teen th and seventeenth 
2 

c e n t u r i e s . 

As Agra became the admin i s t r a t ive headquarter 

i t s commercial importance as well as i t s importance 

as manufacturing-cum-marketing cen t re simultaneously 

developed. This q u i t e n a t u r a l l y At t rac ted merchants, 

craftsmen and o t h e r t rade p ro fess iona l s to flock 

in to i t and thereby make i t populous. The populat ion 

1. Cunninghum, A . , ASI, Vol . IV,r p p , 1 1 3 - 2 3 , 

2. Foster , William, Early Travels in India (1583. 
1619) oxford, 1921, p . 17 . 



of Agra during the seventeenth century was no l e s s 
1 then 500»000. Due to the expansion in the s i ze of 

V 2 

the ci-bf, ulrbanisation reached i t s zen i th . 

Agra apparent ly developed during the s ixteenti i 

and seventeenth c e n t u r i e s , So much so th^ t the c i t y 

out grew i t s previous l i m i t s , i:he growth of the c i t y 

was accompanied by the tinplanned e rec t ion of the 

bui ld ings t h a t made i t congested and in t e r spe r sed by 
3 

lane? and by- lane6 . p e l s a e r t while descr ib ing the 

c i t y says tdiat, ••The breadth of the ci-ty i s by no 

means so g r e a t a s the length , because everyoae has 

t r i e d to be c lose to the r i v e r bank, and consequently 

the water - f ront i s occupied by the cos t ly pa laces 

of a l l the famous l o r d s , which make i t appear gay and 

magnif ic ient , and extend for a d i s t ance of 6 kos o r 

3V2 Holland m i l e s " / 

1, F i t ch , Ralph., Nar ra t ive , ed . J .H. Ryley, Ralph 
Fitch^,,%g|a4<^'s,,pi9peey t^ 3;î :̂̂ a an,^,.,,^u^^, 
London, 1899; Hasan, S. Nurul , Agra, Encyclopaedia 
of l»lam, London, 1960, V-I, pp. 252-3. 

2, Jiixv^ Pi:fil^, Akbamama, V - l l , t r . Beveridge,_H, 
Ca lcu t ta , 1912, pp.117-18; A^tn-i^^Akbarl. V- I I , t r . 
j a r r e t , H ,S . , 2nd ed. rev ised by ^ .N. Sarkar, 
Calcut ta , 1907, p , 1 9 1 . 

3 , s a i i h Kambo; 'Amal-i-SSllh. v - m , Ca lcu t ta , 1912«-46« 
p«28« 

4 , p e l s a e r t , F, Reroonstratic of Franeisco Pe^saert^ 
t r . Moreiand, W.H., Delhi , p . 2 . 



According to Bemie r the c i t y was const ructed 

without any p lan , a s a r e s u l t most of the s t r e e t s 

bar r ing a few major ones, were sho r t , narrow and 

i r r e g u l a r and f u l l of winding c o r n e r s . 

Agra was not only the c a p i t a l of the Empire 

bu t a lso a major en t repo t with the eastward and 

westward t rade converging h e r e . Though ShajahSn for 

p o l i t i c a l and o the r reasons go t h i s c a p i t a l sh i f t ed 

to Delhi , none the less , i t had no harass ing impact 

over the popula t ion , ex ten t , t rade and commerce of 

the c i t y . A perusa l of i t s mint output shows t h a t 

the c i t y did not r e g i s t e r any f a l l in i t s economic 

s t a t u s , and th r ived as before . The coins minted in 

the c i t y of Agra dominated the output of the c a p i t a l 

t i l l 1686.^ 

I n s p i t e of the fac t t h a t ShShjahln made Delhi 

h i s permanent res idence , he did not loose h i s 

i n t e r e s t in Agra a t a i l . This can be p a r t i c u l a r l y 

1. Bemie r , F. Travels of the Mughal Empire, 1656-68, 
t r . Constable, A. London, 1934, p .263. 

2. Hasan, A.H,. 'Mints of the Mughal Empire' 
P . I . t ^ . C , p a t i a l a , 1967, p . 319. 
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seen from h i s keen i n t e r e s t in the cons t ruc t ion of 

TSj and the o the r bu i ld ings around t h a t area in 

h i s re ign . The importance of the area around Taj 

Mahal grew remarkably. Many of the houses were 

b u i l t e spec ia l ly for the use of persons connected 

with the mausoleum. The subsequent bu i ld ings were 

constructed p r imar i ly for t h e i r convenience. 

I t i s held t h a t during Akbar 's reign t h i s 

l o c a l i t y was known as nau-mahala where many of Akbar's 
2 

nobles const ructed t h e i r h a v e l i s . The area 

fu r ther developed with the cons t ruc t ion of the Taj 
3 

Mahal, around 1648 and was then given the name of 

Mumtaaabid, Talrganj i s probably the corirupt usage 
4 

of the same name^ a name which continues to the 

present day. 

1. Ahmad, M., Taj and I t s Environs, 1924, Agra, pp.64-66, 

2. Nevi l l e , H.R.. D i s t r i c t Gaze t tee r of the United 
provinces of Agra andoudh, V - m , 1905, pp. 217-8. 

3 , I t i s the custom in India when they bu i ld a ptiblic 
e d i f i c e , to make around i t a l a rge place for 
holding markets , Tavemier , J,B,, Travels in India 
1640-67, t r . V. Ba l l , London, 1889, I I Rev.ed. 
W. Crooke, London, ^-1, p . 6 4 , 

4 , Ahmad, M., o p . c i t . , pp. 64-66. 



Tbe populous suburb of Mumtazabad s t r e t c h i n g 

towards t^e south of Taj Mahal comprised of a 

complex of shops, serAis and houses of the merchants. 

For tunate ly some of the monuments have s t i l l 

survived though in a d i l ap ida ted condi t ion . Close to 

the mausoleum of MumtSz Mahal on the e a s t , j u s t on 

the banks of the r i v e r Jumna, a re the remains of a 

l a rge palace and the walls of the garden known as 

Taliyar-ka-baqlt icha, the red sand stone walls of 

LSI Diwar, the d i l ap ida ted ru ins of the palaces of 
— 2 

I^ln- i-Daurah and MahSbat KhSn, the tombs of Ahmad 

Sukhari , Diwanji Begum and the daughter of MahSbat 

j£han and the wal l s of BSdshahi High which i s a t t r i -
4 

buted to MahSbat Khan. 

1. Naheed Khan, TtiB layout plan of Taj Ganj Complex 
a Survey, P . I . H . C . , 1983, pp.315-19. 

2. Beale, T.w,, An Or ien ta l Biographical Dictionary 
ed. H.G. Keene, 1894, p .229 . 

3 . Ib id , p .354. 

4 . For the exac t loca t ion of these monuments see 
N e v i l l e , o p . c i t . , pp.217-18, S.h. Lat i f , Agra: 
H i s to r i ca l and Descr ip t ive , Ca lcu t ta , 1896, p . l 9 2 ; 
Moinuddin Ahmad, The Tai and i t s environments; 
19 24, pp. ; Syed Ahmad Mahararvi, Muragqa-i-
Akbarabad, 1930, p .57; Cunningham, o p . c i t . , pp. 
79 2-93. 
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Besides these there were o ther monuments, 

such a s tombs of Sat iunnisa j^Snum, Si rh indi Begum 

Gumbad Sahelian, Fatehpuri mosque and amosque and 
2 a Rauza on the East of the T§j , 

Towards the south of TSj Mahal, adjacent 

to S i rh i Oarwaza, there were four k a t r a s namely 

ka t ra p h u l a i l , ka t r a umar K^an, ka t r a jog idas and 

ka t ra Resham the f i r s t two Katras had a mosque 

each. 

Viewed in tl)e h i s t o r i c a l perspect ive the 

Taj ganj and the area around i t , forming one of 

the important suburbs of Agra, was economically and 

c u l t u r a l l y very r i c h . During the 17th century Taj 

ganj developed to become one of the p r i n c i p a l grain 

markets of Agra, Grain from the country side around 

i t was f i r s t brought here and then ca r r i ed to the 

c i t y . As commercial en t repot i t acquired i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

r epu ta t ion . Merchandise was brought from far and 

near by land a n d t t i v e r . Silk and s i l k goods used to 

come through Jumna from Bengal and then supplied to 

Ahmadabad and Sura t , Similar ly cot ton piece-goods 

1. Beale, T.W., Q p , c i t , , p ,353 . 

2. Mahrarvi, S.A,, o p » c i t , , p . 5 3 , 

3. Naheed Khan, o p , c l t . , p .319 . 
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were brought here to be purchased and t he rea f t e r 

sent to Sura t , The c i t y of Agra and the countrys ide 

around i t were prominent cot ton manufacturing c e n t r e s . 

Different v a r i e t i e s of cot ton t e x t i l e s w6re brought 

from Dariaganj, Khairabad, Lucknow, Lahore, Rajputana, 

patna and Bengal and Agra played the ro l e of terminus 

po in t . Whatever Agra received was supplied to Surat 

via Burhanpur r o u t e , in English Factoiry Records we 

have constant references to the cotton t e x t i l e 

procured by the English and o the r Europeans a t 

Tajganj. Epglish^East India Company and o the r 

European companies made t h e i r f ac to r s to r e s ide 

a t Agra permanently. 

The c u l t u r a l s ign i f icance of t h i s suburb 

l i e s in the f a c t t h a t i t quar tered the famous Taj 

Mahal known to the world as one of the wonders. 

Besides TSj there were many o the r beau t i fu l and 

magnlf icient bu i ld ings including r e s i d e n t i a l 

pa laces , s a r a i s , mosques and tombs. The area of 

Tajganj was surrounded by a l a rge number of beau t i fu l 

gardens, which unfortunately have e i t h e r per ished 

completely or a re a t po in t of ru in . 

1. See for example, English Faotozry Records 
(1646-50), p .220; EFI (1655-60), p .70 . 
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Our Pers ian chronic les unfor tunately have 

very l i t t l e to o f fe r about the grandeur of the area 

of the Tajganj, nor have they recorded the economic 

importance of Tajganj. They go on mentioning about 

Taj Mahal bu t have very l i t t l e to say about Tajganj, 

The European sources^ however/ p r a i s e amply the moniunental 

r ichness of Taji^anj and commend i t s economic 

s ign i f i cance . But in the European sources, too , we 

mainly have scanty and s c a t t e r e d remarks on our 

topic on the b a s i s of which i t i s very d i f f i c u l t to 

r econs t ruc t the p a s t h i s to ry of t h i s important suburb 

of Agra. 

The p re sen t d i s s e r t a t i o n , therefore i s based 

more on physica l survey of the Tajganj area and l e s s 

on l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l . Hence i t was desired t h a t 

inves t iga t ion based on the remains of bu i ld ings , 

names of s t r e e t s and hiohallas, loca t ion of market 

complex, l ay -ou t , rou te s , p o r t s and r i v e r feriies, 

loca t ion of s a r a i s and o ther e x i s t i n g bu i ld ings e t c . 

be made. The survey thu^ conducted has supplied much 

i n t e r e s t i n g information which i s no t ava i l ab le e i t h e r 

in Persian chron ic les or in Euorpean Records. 



CHAPTER II 

SETTLEMENT PATTERN 



As has been mentioned in the preceding chapter^ 

the l o c a l i t y of Mumtazabad, comprised o r i g i n a l l y of 

four k a t r a s , v i z . Katra p h u l a i l , Katra umar Khan, 

Katra Jogidas and Katra Resham. This e n t i r e complex 

of markets, i nns , mosques and o the r bu i ld ings was 

cons t ruc ted , according to the h i s t o r i a n s of ShShJahSn's 

per iod , alongwith the mausoleum of MumtSz Mahal 

under the supervis ion of Makaramat jQAn and Mir 

Abdifl Karim, a t a cos t of about 50 lakh rupees. 

Katra usua l ly was a p lace inhabi ted by a 

noble and h i s o f f i c i a l s together with t h e i r households 
2 and fol lowers . For ca te r ing to the needs of these 

people, there was a tendency for a gradual growth of 

a small market, which as time passed usual ly developed 

in to a big shopping complex, where goods of a l l 

kinds from the d i f f e r e n t c o m e r s of the empire 
3 

and o ther coun t r i e s could be purchased. The ka t r aa 

could acquire t h e i r names e i t h e r a f t e r the namies of 

nobles who were responsible for fotinding them or 

1. Lahori , o p . c i t . , I I , pp.324-30; S51ih o p . c i t . , 1 1 , 
pp. 370-75. 

2. Wilson, H.H. A Glossary of J u d i c i a l and Revenue 
Terms, Delhi , 1968, p.269 ( a ) . 

3. Lahori , o p . c i t . , n , p .329 . 
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they became famous a f t e r the names of the commo­

d i t i e s sold or manufactured t h e r e , 

our contemporary sources t infertunately 

are s i l e n t a s regards the p a t t e r n of se t t lement 

of the area around the Taj , As far as the four above 

mentioned k a t r a s of T l̂ggm-f a re concerned, no 

mention i s made by e i t h e r Abdxfl Hamid LShorl or 

Muhammad Sal ih Kambo, On the con t r a ry , reference 

i s made to four s a r a i s s i t u a t e d to the south of 

J i laukhana, which we may well presume, l a t e r came 

to be known as ihe above mentioned k a t r a s , when 

t h i s change of nomenclature came about we do no t 

know probably i t was a post-Mughal development. 

Each Katra was a square measuring 160 yards 

on i t s s ides with the three chowks on t h e i r respec­

t i ve three c o r n e r s . On the fourth comer of each 

of them was a ga te for entrance to the s a r a i . All 

the four s ides were l ined by 136 c e l l s , l o c a l l y 

known as BSdshShiyan, ea^h of which was fronted by 

a verandahs Wealthy merchants had a l so const ructed 

1, Wilson, o p , c i t , , p.269 ( a ) . 
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a la rge number of houses, s a r a l s and^ther bu i ld ings 

behind these royal s a r a i s . 

According to loca l t r a d i t i o n , i t appears 

t h a t Katra Phu la i l ( s i t ua t ed on the south-eas t 

°f Jilaukhana) was inhabi ted by people who indulged 

in the business of manufacture and sa l e of scen t . 

By the 19th century the area came to be dominated 

by the S h i ' i t e s , who then migrated to Pakis tan 

a f t e r i t s c r ea t ion in 1947. 

in the middle of ka t ra p h u l a i l i s s i t u a t e d 

a mosque which was cons t ruc ted in 1781 by a merchant 

named MazSr (Mirz&?) Sharif but appears to have 

been renovated since then. 

The road betwixt the S i r h i Darwaza and the 

p resen t l o c a l i t y of Mohalld Kaghazian, which divided 

ka t ra umar Khan ^nd Katra p h u l a i l was l ined with 

the shops of f l o r i s t s and Naqsha-nayls . A s izeab le 

number of these groups can s t i l l be found s e t t l e d 

in t h i s a rea , the whole area now being known as 

1. LShorl, o p . c i t . , I I , p .329 . 
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Mohalla S i rh i l^arwaza. 

I t appears from the l oca l t r a d i t i o n s , t h a t 

the octagonal p lace between the four ka t r a s vrhich 

o r i g i n a l l y was an open courtyard measuring 150 years 

long and 100 yards broad, was subsequently given to 

the family of the Qazi of Tajganj, and thus i t came 

to be known as Mohalla Qaziah. During I'Bth century 

the people l i v i n g there took to paper making and 

s e l l i n g and gradual ly following the profession of 

majority of i n h a b i t a n t s , the l o c a l i t y popularly came 

to be known as Mpfaalla Ka|giazian. 

To the west of Katra p h u l a i l i s ka t ra umar 

^han, which was perhaps founded by some noble , and 
2 

thus took i t s name a f t e r the same noble . i t i s 

a l l eged to have been inhabi ted by ,high ranking 

o f f i c i a l s . I t has a mosque which was constructed 

some time during Aurangzeb*s r ^ ign . Even now i t i s 

mainly inhabi ted by muslims. 

1. Ib id . 

2. 'At Xgra for Icatra perwez founded by pr ince 
perwez. see BanSrsldSs j a i n (1691), Ardha KathSnak 
(Hindi) ed. N.R. premi, Bombay, 1957, p . 3 5 . 
The example can be m u l t i p l i e d . 
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Katra Resham, s i t ua t ed on the south of ka t ra 

Umar ghan, was inhabi ted by c l o t h merchants and o ther 

businessmen and t r a d e r s deal ing with s i l k (raw), 

which was brought from Bengal by the r i v e r route to 

Agra and thence was ca r r i ed through land to 

Ahmadabad. Similar reference i s found for k a t r a - n l l 
1 2 

(indigo) a t Delhi, and Katra Resham a t Benaras , 

about which we d e f i n i t e l y know t h a t i t was a s i l k 

mart . We may l ikewise assume t h a t kat ra Resham a t 

Tajganj was a l so a s i l k mart . This ka t r a had a j a i n 

temple and a mosque of Aurangzeb's r e ign . Both the 

p laces are s t i l l in t a c t and give ind ica t ion t h a t 

during the 17th century the l o c a l i t y had a mixed 
charac te r as fa^r as i t s populat ion was concerned. 

To the e a s t of ka t ra Resham, i s s i t u a t e d 

ka t ra jogidas which was inhabi ted exclusively by 

the Hindus, mainly of p r i e s t l y c l a s s , bes ides 

Baniyas and j a i n s . A temple was a l so s i t u a t e d in 

i t . There can be two opt ions regarding the der iva t ion 

of the name of ka t r a Jog idas . The f i r s t may be 

1. K^airu-ddln Allahabad!, Balwantn§ma, HS.lOL Ethe 
483 f. 136 a , b . 

2. Kh5n, Ghulam Muhammad, Travels in Upper Hindustan, 
lOL, Ethe. 654, f.39 a . 
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t h a t as was the case with the majority of k a t r a s , 

i t was named a f t e r i t s b u i l d e r . Secondly the 

a reas might have been given to some J o g i , for we know 

t h a t Akbar had much respec t for the J o g l s . Thus the 

area came to be known a f t e r the Jog i s or Jog idas . 

But the f i r s t p repos i t ion seems more c red ib le than 

the l a t t e r * 

On the southern side of these ka t r a s i s 

s i t ua t ed the DalsJiini Darwaza which i s in d i r e c t 

alignment with the S i rh i DarwSza, which can s t i l l 

be seen from there i n s p i t e ofmodem c o n s t r u c t i o n s . 

I t i s held t h a t Dajjliini Darwaza was the gate 

through which ShSh jahSn would make h i s en t ry i n to 

the c i ty of Agra when he used to a r r i v e through the 

route of Riv6r jumna. 

The s t r e e t which runs between Chauk Kagliazian 

and purani Mandi a reas i s known as Malkau g a l i . 

There was a gate in t h i s l o c a l i t y , known as Qalandari 

Darwaza cons t ruc ted during the reign of Emperor 

Akbar, of which unforti^nately there are no remains 

to be found now. The place now i s covered with modem 

cons t ruc t i ons . Near t h i s g a t e , there was the 

mausoleum of |£hwaja Mir Hasan, the peer Murshid 
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of ShShjahan, which now i s popular ly known as 'Aap 

kS MazSr' . 

From Dakhini DarwSza, a s t r a i g h t road goes 

to Sarai j^am and Sarai Pukhta which form separa te 

neighbourhoods (popularly known as Katchi Sarai 

and pakki Sarai) where once tl^ere was a gate known 

as ShShl Darwaza. There are no remains of the same 

to be seen now. Only a few wal l s in a d i l ap ida ted 

condit ion can be loca ted . A huge graveyard of t h a t time 

i s also located on the East of Sarai Kham. 

Towards thfe sou th-eas t of Dalghini Darwaza 

i s s i tua ted Mohalla pak Tola, inhabi ted by kayas thas , 

Todar Das, the t r ea su re r of Emperor Shlijahan i s 

a l l eged to have l ived here , Mphalla Tulsi Chabutra 

on the North-East of Mohalla pak Tola, was inhabi ted 

by Kol is , Mehtars and p ichch ika r i workers. These 

people can s t i l l be found in t h i s area in a conside­

rable number. 

In Mohalla Bi l lochpura , which i s on the 

south-eas t of Mohalla Tulsi Chabutra, near Basai 

Kalan i s the tomb of Murtitaz Mahal 's mother which i s 

known as Rauza Diwanji Begum. A mosque b u i l t by her. 

i s a lso located c lose to i t . The bui ld ing of the 
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tomb i s in a ruined condi t ion . The mosque i t s e l f 

i s in a good condit ion and appears to have been 

renovated. The maqbara, we a re informed was b u i l t 

over an area of 50 b ighas . 

Near Sarai Khiam are s i t u a t e d the Tomb of 

Saiyid Lai ShSh and a Temple. The ru ins of the garden 

of Mahabat Khan (BSdshahi BSgh), JamSl Shah ka 

Takia and the shr ine of Imam Shah a re s i t ua t ed near 

Sarai puljhta. in ShahjahSn* s time the area beyond 

TSj Mahal formed the south-eas tern l i m i t of the 
2 

c i t y . There was another garden between TSj Mahal 

and the mausoleum of Syed j a i a i BuJsiiari which i s 

said to have belonged to ghSn-i Alam, who was a 
3 noble of Aurangz6b*s re ign . There had been grand 

palaces and gardens in between the f o r t and Tajganj 
4 

during ShShjah&n's reign , bu t a t p resen t there a r e 

no remains. 

1. T.w. Beale, o p . c i t . , p . l 2 0 ; Nev i l l e , o p . c i t . , 
pp. 217-18, 

2, Manrique, F . S . , Travels , 1629-43, t r . <-.£. 
Luard & Hosten, Hakluyt Socie ty , Ser ies 2, 
1927, London, Vol, I I , pp.167, 171-2. 

3 . Syed Ahmad Mahrarvi, o p . c i t , , p , 6 1 . 

4 , I b i d , 
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To the west of Mohalla Pak Tola, i s Kohalla 

Impeypura now popularly known as Gumbad or Gummat, 

I t i s said t h a t there was an octagonal bu i ld ing in 

t h i s l o c a l i t y , of which now only the dome (gumbad) 

surv ives . The whole l o c a l i t y i s thus known a f t e r 

t h i s gumbad and through loca l usage, i s erroneously 

c a l l e d mohalla Gturanat. Mohalla Garhiyan, inhabi ted 

by a predominantly muslim populat ion i s s i t u a t e d 

adjacent to Mohalla Gummat, 

The o the r l o c a l i t i e s (Mohallas) within TSJ 

ganj area were Hijupura, Tel ipara , Basai | ^ u r d , 

Nahar Ganj, Bajsal Kalan and Kolha i . 

Thus spanning over a l a rge a rea , the l o c a l i t y 

of Taj ganj was inhabi ted by a c ross - sec t ion of 

people belonging to various profess ions and 

backgrounds, Ca l l l g raphe r s , gem-dealers, f l o r i s t s , 

and perfume s e l l e r s - l i v e d side by side with the men 

of high b i r t h and o f f i c e s . The area though brought 

to i t s f ina l shape during the reign of ShShjahan, 

appears to have developed evers ince the reign of 

Akbar and j ahSng i r , The tomb of DiwSnji Begum and 

the gardenof MahSbat Khan s i t u a t e d on the s ide of 

Fatehabad Road bear testimony to i t s a r i s t o c r a t i c 

background. 



CHAPTER I I I 

TAJGANJ MARKET 



The Survey conducted revea ls t h a t the Taj 

ganj area from 17th century down to the end of the 

18th century was densely popula ted . I t emerged from 

a small market complex in f ront of the Taj i n to 

a b ig commercial centre for manufacturing goods, and 

grain market as we l l , Agra being the imperial c a p i t a l 

for most of the per iod of the Mughal ru le i t continued 

to be the focus of a t t e n t i o n for the manufacturers 

and t r a d e r s . The manufacturers and t r ade r s from 

far and wide wished to bjring t h e i r goods to Agra 

in expectat ion of higher p r i c e s and speedier d i s p o s a l . 

The t r aders knew t h a t a t the imperial c a p i t a l , 

they could procure chosen goods in abundance. Thus 

Agra throughout the 17th century continued to be 

the centre of b r i sk commercial a c t i v i t i e s , 

Agra had o ther advantages too . I t had an 

enormous h in t e r l apd around, abundance of raw 

mater ia l l i k e ind igo , sugar and cloth^which was 

supplied to the manufacturing cen t r e s of the above 

i n d u s t r i e s . Since these commodities were expor t 

items the f in ished goods from the manufacturing 

cen t res were brought to Agra and thence ca r r i ed to 

the po r t of Sura t , Transport to Agra both by land 
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and r i v e r was e a s i l y access ib le throughout iihe major 

p a r t of the y e a r . Land routes going to Agra and coming 

from Agra passed through l e v e l l e d planes so t h a t c a r t s , 

and domesticated animals loaded with merchandise could 

come and go throughoiit the year excepting temporary 

gaps during r a i n s . River Jumna being a perennia l 

r i v e r , was a v a i l a b l e for f e r ry ing the boats throughout 

the year . Merchandise from as f a r a s Bengal and Bihar 

was brought to Agra through Jumna, 

The TajganJ area in t h i s connection may be 

a t t r i b u t e d a very s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n , on the one 

hand i t was c lose to r i v e r Jumna and on the o t h e r , 

i t had l i nks to the land r o u t e s . The ferry on r i v e r 

Jumna, which developed in to Mumtazabad -Ghat near T5j 

Mahal was very c lose to the Tajganj and whatever 

merchandise was brought through the r i v e r and unloaded a t 

MumtazSbSd Qhat, was f i r s t brought to the mandi 

which i s a t p re sen t known as purani Mandi, The 

enclosure known as nakhSs was the place,where 

da i ly market used to be he ld . I t was very c lose to 

purani Mandi, Not far from puran i Mandi were two 

important s a r a i s known as Sarai pulchta and Sara i 

^anv 'Obv ibus ly these two s a r a i s were used for 

n igh t ha l t i ng by the v i s i t i n g merchants coming to 
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the City market. From purSni Mandi towards the 

East , there were two o ther mandls, Dalhiai (Dal 

Mandi) and Gurhiai (Gur Mandi), In between the 

mandis there were four k a t r a s , cortiprising the 

main market complex of TajganJ, where export bound 

merchandise could be procured. 

Some of the monuments which have fo r tuna te ly 

survived t i l l today can be used a s a valuable source 

of h i s t o r y . More important for economic h i s t o r y 

and the study of u rban isa t ion , a re the rows of small 

c l o i s t e r e d apartments which served as shops and 

warehouses - cum res idences in the v ic i i l i ty of Taj 

gan j , pe t e r Mundy wbile wr i t ing about the 

const ruct ion of Taj Mahal observes , 

"He (ShahjahSn) i n t ends , as some th ink , 
to remove a l l the c i t t i e higher caus6ning 
h i l l s to be made l e v e l l because they 
might no t hinder the p rospec t of i t , 
p l aces appoynted for s t r e e t s , shopps 
e t t c , dwelling commaunding merchants 
shoppkeepers. A r t i f i c e r s to inhab i t ( i t ) 
where they begin to r e p a i r and ca l l ed 
by her name Tage Gufij (Tajganj) ." 

1. p e t e r Mundy, Travels , i l , p . 213 . 
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Abdiil Hamld LShori a l so mentions the markets 

and commercial es tabl ishments in the area around 

the Taj, According to him, there was a market on 

the e a s t and west s ides of the j i laukhSna ( the 

p lace between the main entrance of the T5j and S i rh i 

Darwiza) which was meticulously planned. The 

por t i coes of these c l o i s t e r e d chambers, which served 

as shops were, b u i l t of red sand s tone, while the 

rooms themselves were cons t ruc ted with the help 

of br ick and lime mortar . The width of t h i s market 
2 

was 20 ya rds , on the south of t h i s j i laukhana was 
- - 3 

a four laned teSzar (char sQ) . 

The width of eas tern and western bazaar i s 

90 yards and of the northern and southern i s 30 yards, 

This four laned bSzaar was provided with a s a r a i 
4 

each on i t s four s i d e s . 

1. Lahori , I I , p . 329. 

2. Ib id , The ba^ar on the eas te rn s ide has 
unfor tunately t o t a l l y disappeared whi l s t the 
remains of ba^Sr on the west s ide can be 
de tec ted , 

3. Lahori , I I , p,329; Sa i ih , I I , p . 294, 

4 . Ib id . 
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To quote LShori: 

"in these sa ra l e p rov i s ions of a l l kinds 
from d i f f e r e n t regions of the covmtry and 
a lso d i f f e r e n t kind of commodities, 
s p e c i a l i t i e s of the age and luxur ies af a l l 
k inds , brought from d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s of 
the world a r e pu t to s a l e " . 

The J i lau]^Sna enclosed within i t s four wal ls 

a s e r i e s of 128 rooms,which by appearance were 

probably shops. A survey of t h i s spot reveals t h a t 

these rooms were sometimes used to serve as shops. 

Lfihorl and SSllh in*form t h a t behind the royal 

s a r a i s / the r i ch merchani^s and t r a d e r s had 

Constructed a l a rge number of stone mansions (pukhta 

manSzil) in such a manner t h a t the area became a 
* 2 big c i t y (S^ahpl-kalan) we a l so gather from Lahori 

and s a i i h t h a t the p r iva t e merchants, too, had 

b u i l t t h e i r inns and o ther bu i ld ings in Mumtazabad 
3 

area a t t h e i r own expense. 

1. Lahori, II, p.329. 

2. Ibid; SSllh, II, p.294. 

3. Ibid, pp.168-9; Ibid, p.312. 
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The im portance of t h i s market in the 

v i c i n i t y of MumtSzabSd i s a l so r e f l ec t ed in one 

of the imperial farman issued by Shahjah§n in 

16 37. In the farman the anperor warned the e r r i n g 

Hutasaddis ( o f f i c i a l s ) of M\irotazafcad, who were 

obs t ruc t ing English goods and merchandise coming 

from the e a s t (pQrab) (obviously a reference to 

Bengal) and demanding an excess ive c e s s . I t was a lso 

ordered t h a t the mutasaddis should l e t pass the 

merchandise of the English from the ferry po in t (naka) 

of MtimtSzabad as well as o the r f e r r i e s on the r i v e r 

Jumna. 

During the 17th century M\imt5zabad i s 

mentioned as a reputed market for piece-goods and 

c o t t o n - t e x t i l e . The English f a c t o r s from Bayana 

wrote to the p r e s i d e n t a t Surat dated 16th November, 

1648, 

1 . MS. B.M. a d d . 24039 , f . 2 . ( S e e append ix -A) . 

2. The English f a c t o r ' s content ion was t h a t the 
English merchants frequenting the por t s 6f 
Surat and Breach paid the customary du t i e s 
a t these p o i n t s and they held a farman of the 
Emperor to the e f f ec t t h a t no one should make 
any o ther demands in r e spec t of t h e i r goods 
in any other place, see, EFI (1655-60), p.413. 
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"Has forwarded a l l th^ goods ordered 
ejccept indigo and ker r ibands (Khairabad) , 
the former not y e t f i t to be sent and 
the l a t t e r unprocurable a t Tajgundy". 

This shows t h a t Khairabadi c l o t h manufactured 

in Khairabad a town near Lucknow was brought to 

Ta: jganj for s a l e . 

Similar references are a l s o made by other 

English fac tors , Jesson, the English fac tor a t Agra 

wrote in August 1956 t h a t the l oca l merchants of 
2 

MumtSzabad were i n t e r e s t e d in t e x t i l e goods. 

Calicoes were purchased by the English f ac to r s in 

la rge q u a n t i t i e s and the demand for Agra c a l i c o e s 
3 

was g r ea t , while the piece-goods were exported 
to England. The English f ac to r s a l so t e s t i f y to a 

4 sound pos i t ion enjoyed by 'Taidgundi ' merchants . 

Tavernier a l so mentions about the l a rge bcLzaar of 

Tanjganj ' c o n s i s t i n g of s ix l a rge cour t s a l l 

surroxonded with p p r t i c o e s , under which are chamber? 

for the use of merchants and an enormous quan t i ty 

1. £FI (1646-50), p .220. 

2. Ib id , p .618-21 , 46, 57. 

3 . EFI (1651-54), p . 3 . 

4 . Ib id , p .122. 
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of cotton i s sold h e r e . 

The importance of t rade a t Tajganj mart may 

be Judged by the fac t t h a t the inahsGl (custom duty) 

c o l l e c t e d from shops and s a r a i s ttmoxinted to two 

lakhs rupees annual ly . The sum was reserved for the 

maintenance of Taj Mahal, payments to i t s a t t endan t s 
2 

and giving alms to d e s t i t u t e s . 

In addi t ion to the main market of Mtimtazabad, 

references a r e a l so found about cottanercial e s t a b l i s h ­

ments and shops in the surrounding a r e a s . Tib the 

e a s t of the Taj complex, near the T^l iar ka Baqhrcha, 

were the shops of b ig t r a d e r s in which commercial 
3 

a c t i v i t i e s were c a r r i e d on a l a rge s c a l e . on the 

sou th-eas t of Daljhini gate aroxand the mosque b u i l t 

by Diwanji Begum near her tomb, was a s e r i e s of 

nine shops. T i l l date they remain i n t a c t , and a r e 

now occupied by famil ies of workers and l a b o u r e r s . 

To the west of the TSj , the area from the 

f o r t to the Gwallor gate was mostly occupied by 

1 . Tavemier , 1, p ,90 ; See a l so Thevenot, p . 4 8 , 

2. Lahorl , o p . c i t . , i l , p .330; Sa l ih , a p . c i t , I I , 
p.294; Mundy, o p . c i t , , i i , p . 2 1 3 . 

3 . Tavernler, o p . c i t . , I , pp .90-91 , H.G.Keene, pp.77-8, 
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shops, markets, s t r e e t s and res idences of merchants 

with the tombsy mosques, gardens and s a r a i s . Traces 

of a few of these es tabl ishments i s found as 

l a t e as 19th century . 

Accounts of magnif ic ient markets and s t r e e t s 

b u i l t in t h i s area are furnished by many foreign 
2 

t r a v e l l e r s . As ea r ly as the re ign of j ahang l r 

we are informed t h a t the r e s i d e n t i a l qua ters of 

the merchants had become congested. Jahanglr a l s o 

r e f e r s to some double or t r i p l e s t o r i ed bu i ld ings 
3 

in t h i s a r e a . Many of the t r a v e l l e r s of the 17th 
century mention the commercial occupation of the 

inhabitants^ of t h i s a r e a . 

1 . A few years back when the road between the Por t 
and Purani Mandi (TSnjganj) was being cons t ruc ted , 
the remains of some w^re-houses were unear thed. 
They were then unlucki ly des t royed. 

2. See for example, P e l s ^ e r t , o p . c i t . , p . 4 ; Manrique 
o p . c i t . I I , p .157, B e m i e r , o p . c i t . , p .293; 
Tavernier , o p . c i t . , H , pp. 90-91 . According to 
the Keene t h i s area where Macdonal park i s s i t u a t e d 
now, was previous ly occupied by market and old 
palaces. Keene ap,cit^, pp .77-78 . 

3 . Tuzuk- i -JahanoIr l . o p ^ c i t . , i , p . 3 , E. Carlypn> 
In Fur thes t Ind, p .217 . 

4 . Ber»i^r^. , o j a . c i t . , , -. p . l f i * . Manrique, o p . c i t . , 
I I , p .151 ; Thevenot, p .47 ; Carlyon, p .217. 
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Tavemler found t h a t t h i s whole complex of 

Mumtizabad along with the mausoleum (Taj Mahal) was 

guarded by an eunuch who had 2000 guards under h i s 

Command, 

A persua l of the above evidences makes i t 

amply c l ea r t h a t the suburbs of Mtamlfazabad (now 

more popularly known as TajganJ) was an important 

commercial centre^ where a l l k inds of piece-goods, 

co t ton t e x t i l e s , s i l k , precious s tones , pea r l s 

and jewel lery were bought and so ld . T i l l the end of 

Aurangzeb's re ign t h i s area continued to be an Impor­

t an t commercial cen t re , v i s i t e d by foreign and i n d i ­

genous merchants for a number of commodities. Prom 

the waga^i-Alroer wa R^nthambore one may gather 

numerous references suggesting t h a t Ti>-jganj a l so 

served as grain market, on the o u t s k i r t s of the 
2 

imperial c i t y . 

1, Tavemier, op.cit.,l> p. 91 

2. Mundy, Q p . c i t . , I I , p .207. 



CHAPTER IV 

SARAIS AND MOSQUES 



Agra, being an Imperial capital and an 

important commercial centre, had many sarais scattered 

all along the city and the suburbs.Manrique 

- - 1 

mentions ninty caravan sarais xn the city. Thevenot 

on the other hand says that they were above "three 

score in number" i.e. sixty, some of w.ach, he says, 

consisted of six large courts with their porticoes 

"that give entry to very commodious appartments, where 

2 
s t ranger merchants have t h e i r lodg ings" . 

While deal ing with the four Ian. ed (Char-su ) 

b5zar a t Mumtazabad, Lahori , as s t a t ed e a r l i e r , 

mentions four s a r a i s . Each of these sa ra i had a 

chowk each on i t s three corners and the courtyard 

of each chowk measuring 14x14 ya rds . The fourth 

corner , says Lahori , had a g a t e . Two of these four 

s a r a i s were b u i l t of pakka lime a t the cos t of Royal 

exchequer. Each of these had 136 rooms in t h e i r 

courtyards and were 160 yards in length and b read th . 

1. Manrique, o p . c i t . , Vol. I I , p . 1 5 1 . 

2. Thevenot, o p . c i t . , p . 4 8 . 

3. Lahori , o p . c i t . , l i , p .329 . See a lso Sal ih Kambo, 
o p . c i t . , I I , p .294. 
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The o ther two s a r a i s were made on the same p a t t e r n . 

As has been a l ready pcjinted ou t , these s a r a i s , had 

enormous and r a re provis ions brought from d i f f e r e n t 

p a r t s of the Empire. Tavemier makes a mention of the 

Sara is near Taj Mahal ca l l ed '.Tasim Can' , which 
2 

presumably i s the same as mentioned by Lahor i . 

Manrique mentions a s a ra i near the Taj which was meant 
3 

for the Armenian merchants. 

Some of the o r i g i n a l c l o i s t e r e d apartments 

of the s a r a i s a t Katra Umar l^^n and Katra p h u l a i l , 

mentioned by Llhor i a re s t i l l i n t a c t and a r e being 

used e i t h e r for housing the people of t ha t area or 

as shops. A v i s u a l survey of these apartments show 

t h a t each of th^m was 3.58 mts wide and 3.18 mts 

long. These rec tangula r rooms were provided with 

two niches (tag) - the measurement of which i s not 

poss ib le e i t h e r due to l a t e r renovat ions or d i l a p i -
4 

dated conditions-* Constructed of b r i ck and lime 

1. Ib id . 

2. Tavemier , o p . c i t . , p .90 . 

3. Manrique, o p . c i t . , i i , p .15 2, 

4 . During my v i s i t to the area i was able to survey 
two rooms each in Katra Umat Khan and Katra phu la i l 
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mortar , the wal l s a re thick and surmounted with a 

c i r c u l a r dome l i k e roof. The verandah ^hich f ron t s 

each of these rooms i s 3,58 mts in width and 2.35 

mts in l eng th . The arcade of the verandahs i s a 

t r i angu l a r mihrab. The roof i s comparatively lower 

than tha t of the room and i s conica l in shape. 

From the e x t e r i o r these s a r a i s a re square, though 

from the i n t e r i o r they appear to be BaghdSdi 

octagon (musammin-i-Baghdadi) in shape. The ga tes 

of these s a r a i s have for tuna te ly survived. 

Aroxind 1.5 km to the south of the Dakhini 

Darwaza, near MahSbat Khan's BSg[h, a re s i t u a t e d 

the ruins of a grand s a r a i , popular ly known as 

Sarai pukhta, the d i l ap ida ted remains of which s t i l l 

surv ive . The s a r a i p resen t ly has become a densly 

populated colony. Yet some of i t s ou te r wal l s 

and a few rooms on i t s south-western side have 

survived to t h i s day. During a phys ica l survey of the 

a rea , I could examine three such c l o i s t e r e d rooms 

of the s a r a i . Constructed on the same pa t t e rn as 

those of the four aa ra i s a t Mumtazabad, the inner 

rooms are 4 mts . in length and b read th . The verandah 

s i t ua t ed in the f ront of these rooms i s 4 mts . wide 
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and 2 mts long. According to the people of the a rea , 

the sa ra i once had two g a t e s , one of which was 

s i t ua t ed on the south, Thfere a re no remains of 

e i t h e r of the g a t e s . Here too, the inner wal ls of 

the rooms were provided with n i c h e s . Each of t^e 

wal ls of the rodms of t h i s sayai measures 30 inches 

in width. What was the exact area of t h i s s a r a i , 

i s impossible to say due to l a t e r recons t ruc t ion 

over i t . 

Apart from t h i s , we a re informed t h a t 

between the s a r a i Pukhta and Fatehabad road, was 

Constructed y e t another sarajl knpwn as Sarai Kham 

which as the nabe suggests must have been cons t ruc ­

ted of mud and wood. Though we do not have any 

remains of the same now, the area i s s t i l j i popular 

by t h a t name. 
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MOSQUE 

o r d i n a r i l y mosques were b u i l t w i t h - i n t h e 

l o c a l i t y and t h e town w a l l s . Being comiminity 

p r o p e r t i e s they were g e n e r a l l y b u i l t by p u b l i c o r 

community c o n t r i b u t i o n s . In some c a s e s , however, we 

have ev idence of t h e i r hav ing been c o n s t r u c t e d by 

t h e Emperor, n o b l e s and r i c h men. They servedamany 

s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s p u r p o s e s . 

To t h e s o u t h - w e s t of Taj Mahal i s s i t u a t e d 

the F a t e h p u r i M a s j i d . P a t e h p u r i was t h e t i t l e of 

one of the wives of Shah Jahan who b u i l t a mosque 

each in Agra and D e l h i , i t i s a smal l b e a u t i f u l 

mosque of red sand s t o n e , t he facade of which has 

been r e l i e v e d by whi te m a r b l e , which b e a r s no 

i n s c r i p t i o n o r Quranic a y a t s . There i s a smal l 

b i r q a on the s o u t h - w e s t s i d e of t h e sahn. I t h a s 

t h r e e Shahjahani a r c h e s on each s i d e s of t h e facade 

and four o c t a g o n a l l y developed b a s t i o n type 

k i o s k s , reminding one of the o c t o g o n a l b a s t i o n s of 

I t imad ud D a u l a ' s tomb. The facade h a s two t u r r e t s 

on bo th s i d e s . The merlons a r e of a s p e c i a l 

1 . Syed Ahmad Mahra rv i , o p . c i t . , p , 5 5 , Moinuddin Ahmad, 
o p , c i t . , p . 74 . 
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anthropomorphic type. The whole structure is 

surmounted by a bulbous dome, which has been 

capped by an inverted lotus over which there is a 

marble kalai finial, above which there is a jam. 

The floor has been divided into suff with black 

marble, which can accomoda^te seats for a congr­

egation of 176 people. It is built on a high plinth 

which has araadeis on three sides. The length and breadth 

of the mosque is 38x130 feet. Infront, there is a 

coutyard measuring 55x103 feet. The plinth has 11 

verandahs with 5 chambers on the east, 7 verandah 

with 3 chambers on the South and on the north 

there are 7 arches with 3 chambers while the fourth 

side has a wall only. The mosque was furnished with 

high quality paintings, and colours with a beautiful 

inlay work in the entrance, ihere was a stone hauz 

in the northern direction of the mosque which is 

renovated since then. The northern gallery of the 
2 

mosque was used by mosaic workers a s t h e i r workshops . 

Towards t h e e a s t e r n w a l l of the Taj 

e n c l o s u r e iiS a mosque which was in the ru inous 

1 . Syed Ahmad Mahra rv i , o p . c i t . , p . 5 5 . 

2 . Cf, Ahmad, o p . c i t . , p . 7 4 , 
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condi t ion and has now been renovated^. The facade 

of which i s flanked by t u r r e t s which i s capped by 

tappering guldasta mot i fs . Now i t i s l oca l l y known 

as Sandli masjid* 

In ka t r a p h u l a i l there i s another mosque 

which was cons t ruc ted in 1196 A.H./1781 A.D. by a 

merchant (sau4agar) with the name of Maz5r Sharif 

(Mirza S h a r i f ? ) . In 1288 A.H./1871 A.D. Buddhu 

l^an, the stSbedar had added a c l o i s t e r (verandah) . 

The bui ld ing i s qu i t e ord inay . The western wall of 

the i n t e r i o r chamber has an i n s c r i p t i o n on a marble 

s tone, bear ing the date 1073 A.H./1662 A.D. The man 

who had t h i s insc r ibed i s not known. 

Near the Shifa I$h3na in t h i s l o c a l i t y i s 

s i t ua t ed a mosque constructed during the re ign of 

Aurangzeb. The only d i s t i ngu i sh ing charac te r of 

t h i s mosque i s i t s s ize and i n s c r i p t i o n , otherwise 

the bui ld ing i s qu i t e o rd ina ry . The i n c r i p t i o n i s 

located a t the top of the g a t e . Unfortunately the 

name of i t s b u i l d e r i s i l l e g i b l e . However date 

provided i s 1094 A.H./1682 A.D. i t i s a so l id 
3 

mosque with three arched ways. 

1. A.S.I. Report Vol.IV, p.192-93. 

2. Syed Ahmad Mahrarvi, op.cit., p.58. 

3. Ibid, p.58. 
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In Mohalla Billochpura the mosque which 

s t i l l survivejB, i s said to have been b u i l t by the 

mother of MumtSz Mahal, Diwanji Begum. This b e a u t i ­

ful red sand stone s t ruc tu re i s r a i s ed over a 

p l i n t h of 14 f e e t . I t cons i s t s of 15 arches and 

measures 64x34 f e e t , i t has a cour tyard of 64x55 

fee t with a (wt^zu) tank. The facade i s flanked by 

two side a r ches . Above the main facade there a re two 

minare t s . Above the main s t r u c t u r e there a re three 

domes one in the middle and one each on the s i d e s . 

There are four k iosks with ShShjahSnl a rches . 

On i t s In t e rna l middle mihrab (arch) i s engraved 

the aya t^a l -ku r s l with the date l088 A.H./1678 A.D. 

I t appears t h a t t h i s stone i s a l a t e r add i t i on , on 

the southern s ide of the mosque there i s a s e r i e s 

of nine shops. 

Near the mausoleum of Syed j a l S l BulshSri 

another mosque i s s i t ua t ed b u t i t i s a very small 

one and ha i 1-argely been renovated. 

1. Moinuddin Ahmad, o p . c i t . , p .102; Syed Atma.d 

Mahrarvi, o p . c i t . , p . 57 . 
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Agha Kh§n Khwaja Sara who was the fauj dgr 

of the haweli Akbarabad, the c a p i t a l andwho 

held a mansab, of 5,000 during Shah j ahSn ' s time i s 

said to have b u i l t a mosque. This i s s i t ua t ed a t 

a dis tance of four furlongs from the e a s t gate of 

the chowk of thfe Rauza and adjacent to Bakri Mandli-

I t i s a grand mosque with th ree mihribs under which 

there i s a tahkhSna. There i s a beau t i fu l dome 

(Gximbad) on the roof in the c e n t r e . Now t h i s mosque 

i s in a very poor condit ion and some por t ions of 

Southern p a r t have fa l l en down. 



CHAPTER V 

OTHER BUILDINGS 



The survey has helped to l oca t e and iden t i fy 

some of the h i t h e r t o l e s s e r knovm monximents around 

the Cdiij . I t i s unfortunate t h a t h i s t o r i a n s and 

a rchao log i s t s have not given them the importance 

they deserve. Though some of them have withstood 

the ravages of t ime, nvany are on the verge of 

e x t i n c t i o n . As some of them have been completely 

ob i i t e r a t ed / any h i n t of t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l ex i s t ence 

i s poss ib le only from the p lace niames which s t i l l 

a re continuing. Local t r a d i t i o n s which pass from one 

generation to another have a l so helped in s i f t i n g 

gra ins from Chaff. 

Any study of the Taj would be incomplete 

without a proper study of the monuments around i t . 

This Combined with the casual t reatment these 

monuments have received by the hands of h i s t o r i a n s 

have convinced of the aweful neces s i t y of l oca t ing 

and ident i fy ing them. Hence i t i s a humble beginning 

by no means exhaus t ive , ye t o r i g i n a l . 

To the west of the gate of Taj Mahal and 

the north of Fatehpuri Mosque, i s s i tua ted Gumbad 

Sahelian o r maqbara Sahelian, The s t ruc tu re i s made 
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of red sand stone and b u i l t on a high p l i n t h 

square measuring 152 f ee t , i t i s a beau t i fu l 

actrigonal monument, each side having a length of 

9 f ee t 8 inches . In the middle of i t there a re two 

graves made of marble, having no ep i t aph . The la rge 
Q 

tomb measures 6V2x2r-2 x2 f ee t and the smaller 
9 11 

4 -T-s x2 Y5 x2 f e e t . These graves a re supposed to 

be of the personal a t tendants or f r iends of Mumtaz 

Mahal. The south and e a s t s ides of the p l i n t h have 

a long running arcade , fronted by beau t i fu l mu l t i -

fo l i a t ed ShahjahSnl a rches , conta ining 18 arched 

doors and 10 chambers. The middle of the southern 

side has the s t a i r case comprising of 9 s t e p s . The 

higher side of the p l i n t h has a b a l u s t r a t e running on 

a l l the four s i de s , the four corners of which have 

been broken by octogdnal k i o s k s . On the main 

s t ruc tu re both red and buff s tones have been used 

for colour c o n t r a s t , the f i r s t ins tance of which is 

found in Fatehpur S i k r i . The arches of the octagonal 

s t ruc tu re has small nooked shafts from which the 

s p i r a l l i n g decora t ive in t rados springs to the key 

s tone . Seven f a l s e arches have been provided with 

red sand stone per fora ted screens while the eighth 

side has the en t rance . A t u r r e t r i s e s from each 
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s ide of the a r ches . The dome i s l a t e Shah j ahSn i , 

onion shaped^ the top of which i s surmounted by 

an inverted l o t u s over which there i s marble k a l a s . 

The magbara of Sati-un Nisa Kh§num i s 

s i t ua t ed in the south-west of Jilau]ch5na and to 

the e a s t of Patehpuri mosque. Sat iunnisa was a 

s i s t e r of T a i i b - i amuli/ on whom jahSngir had 

conferred the t i t l e of poiet l a u r e a t e , and wife of 

Hakim Nas i ra . She was a woman of l i t e r a r y a b i l i t i e s 

and cour t ly manners. She devoted he rse l f in the 

service of Mumtaz Mahal a f t e r the death of her 

husband and then she was en t rus t ed with the education 

of Jahan Ara Begum. After the death of Mumtaz Mahal, 

Shah jahSn appointed her the chief supervisor 

of the royal harem. She died in 1646 a t Lahore 

and her body was t rans fe r red and bur ied in south 

west comer of cho|c, according to royal order t h i s 

mausoleum was constrvicted a t the expense of 30,000 

and a v i l l a g e (mauza) was assigned to bear the 
2 

expenses of maintenance and u r s . On the e a s t 

s ide , there i s a square cour tyard of 137 fee t each. 

1. Lahorl , o p ^ c i t . , Vol .1 , p . 1 5 . 
2 . Shahnawaz Kj}5n, o p . c i t . , Vol .11 , pp.791-92. 
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In the centre of t h i s courtyard there i s an 

a r t i f i c i a l fountain of which each s ide i s 22 f e e t 

and 3 inches . There are 24 arches around, each 

51/2 fee t wide. The main chamber i s an octogon, 

each side measuring 111/2 f e e t . Seven arches have 

been closed with a network screen of red sand s tone, 

while the eighth has the en t rance . The walls up to 

lya ra are made of marble. The ins ide-of the arched 

roof i s faced with red s tone . The middle of the 

main chamber accomodates the grave , which s tands 

on a pla t form. I t i s profusely decorated with arabesques, 

on e i t h e r s ide of the entrance t he r e i s a s t a i r c a s e 

with 15 s t e p s . The 18V3 fee t high walls of the 

octagon has a beau t i fu l while marble dome. Each 

side of the octagonal s t r uc tu r e has three t u r r e t s , 

thus making the t o t a l as 24, each 8V4 fee t h igh . 

The western wall conta ins nine red stone screens , 

measuring 64 f e e t long and 9 f e e t high, capped 

with p innac l e s . There are two chambers and a h a l l 

for the a t t endan t s and keepers of the tomb towards 

the south. The wal ls and c e i l i n g of t h i s bu i ld ing 

are decorated with f l o r a l d e s i g n s . But how-ever 

the lower p a r t s are in a very d i l ap ida ted cond i t ion . 
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In the sou th -eas t c o m e r of the chowk 

Mumtaz Mahal and in front of the tomb of Sat iunnlsa 

Khanum, there i s a tomb which i s sa id to be of 
1 

S i rh indi Begxim. This i s b u i l t exac t ly on the same 

p a t t e r n as t h a t of Khanam's maqbara. The 

measurement of the var ious p a r t s of the s t r u c t u r e 

are exact ly the same, except t h a t the grave of 

Satiunnisa i s dfecorated with stone f l o r a l work, while 

S i r h i n d i ' s with mosaic only . The monument f e l l in 

a very bad condi t ion and therefore has in g r e a t e r 

p a r t been repa i red since then. 

Outside the Eastern gate of the Taj^but in 

c lose qua r t e r s there i s a beau t i fu l mausoleum and 

a mosque. We a r e no t in a p o s i t i o n to iden t i fy 

the same, as i t i s b e r e f t of any i n s c r i p t i o n . But 

typologica l ly i t i s akin to the tomb of S i rh ind i 

Begum. Hence i t i s assumed t h a t i t was b u i l t during 

the reign of Shah jahan and belongs to one of h i s 
2 3 

queens or to a lady attendant of MumtSz Mahal . 

1. Beale, op.cit., p.353. Sirhindi was the title of 

the queens of Shah jahan, who was a native of 

Sirhind. She built a garden in Agra and a mosque 

outside Lahori gate in Delhi, no traces of which 

are left now. 

2. Cf. Syed Ahmad Mahrarvi, p.53. 

3. Cf. Moinuddin Ahmad, p.73. 
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The main chamber i s an octagon^ measuring from 

ins ide 9 fee t i l inches , i t i s made of red sand 

stone and has a r o t a t i n g yerandah on a l l the e i g h t 

s i d e s , consisting of 24 a rches . Each side has been 

enclosed with pe r fo ra ted sc reens . There are three 

t u r r e t s on each side thus making the number of 24, 

The main s t r u c t u r e i s roofed by a beau t i fu l white 

maltrble dome, the top of which i s surmounted by an 

inve r t ed lo tus with Kalas ' p innacle .To i t s western 

side there i s a mosque with three domes. There i s 

a marble slab in the cen t r a l chamber which i s very 

a t t r a c t i v e and b e a u t i f u l . The monument, i t seems, 

was embeded with prec ious s tones which have been 

scooped out by varidals. I t has a l so been given a 

f a c e l i f t . • " • 

To the e a s t of the Taj, near the banks of 

Jumna i s a tonib Which i s a l l eged to be t h a t of 

Sayyed j a l S l Bulsijarl, who was the son of Sayyed 

Mohammad Ahmad BUlihlrl Rizvi and a descendent of 

Sayyed Ahmad Kabi r . He came to Agra during the 

reign of Shah jahSn . The Emperor had special 

reverence for him and as a r e s u l t he was awarded 

1, Canningham, o p . c i t . Vol.IV, pp.192-93, 
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a mansab of 4000 in 164 2 and was appointed the Sadr-

i - k u l . After some time he was promoted to 6000. 

He died in 164 7 . The author of Muraqqa-i AkbarSbad, 

i d e n t i f i e s t h i s mausoleum as t h a t of the Shaikh, I t 

was s i t ua t ed on a high p l i n t h and had a small mosque. 

Now i t l i e s in r u i n s . The mausoleum of Sayyed 

ZiSuddln B a l l ^ i was b u i l t next to i t . 

Sayyed Ahmad Bukh^rl was the b ro ther of the 

ce lebra ted J a i a i Bukhari and was among the d is t inguished 

manshaikhs of ShSh JahSn 's r e i g n . His tomb i s located 

near Haveli | ^ a n - i Dauran Khan, people had g r e a t 

reverence towards him. The mar.zSr has no ka tba . lix 

the courtyard of the dargah there i s a varandah and 
2 

hundreds of g raves . 

The rea l name of ghan-i Dauran ^ a n Nusrat 

Jung was ^ w l j a Sabi r . He was in royal service since 

the time of Shah Jahan and served pr ince Shah Jahan 

as a personal a t t endan t and in 2nd R.Y., was awarded 

the t i t l e of Nas i r l Khan and a mansab of 3000, 

1 . Syed Ahmad Mahrarvi, o p . c i t . , p .60 ; Moinuddin 
Ahmad, o p . c i t , , p .96 ; T,w. Beale, o p . c i t . , p,356 
i s of the opinion t h a t he was buried near the 
gate of the c i t y of Delhi , 

2. See also. Syed Ahmad Mahrarvi, o p . r l t , , p .56 ; 
r.W. Beale, o p . c i t , , p ,354. 
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After the conquest of tiie Fort of Daulatbad he was 

r a i sed to the mansab of 5000 and given the t i t l e of 

KhSn-i DaurSn Kh5n. He died of the woxinds i n f l i c t e d 

by h i s personal a t t endan t , a Kashmiri Brahmin in 

1645, To the e a s t of Taj Mahal and near the mausoleum 

of Syyed Ahmad BulshSri, was b u i l t h i s grand palace 

and a garden. This palace i s loca ted on the banX 

of riverjumna, the wall of which i s made of ShahjahSnl 

b r i c k s phased by lime p l a s t e r . Red sand stone i s used 

on the octcjgonal bas t ion in order to break the 

monotony of grey looking lime p l a s t e r . The f i r s t 

f loor of the bas t ion i s surmounted by an octagonal 

k iosk . From a r c h i t e c t u r a l po in t of view i t s gate and 

a three s to r i ed bas t ion are worth seeing. 

The .garden of Khan-i Alam was s i t ua t ed between 

the f o r t and the mausoleum of Sayyed J a l a l Buljjiari. 

fflhe r ea l name of Kban-i Alam was Mirza BarJsburdar, 

who was given a mansab of 200 during j a h a n g i r ' s 
* • 

1 
reign and l a t e r on was honoured with the t i t l e of 
Khan-i Alam in the 4th year of J a h a n g i r ' s r e i g n . 

1. M. Athar A l i , The Apparatus of Empire, O.U.p. 
Delhi, 1985, p .356 . 
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In the 6th year , was sent to Shah Abbas l i of Iran 

as an ambassador and in recogni t ion of t h i s Embassy, 

was promoted to the rank of 5000. During Shah j a h a n ' s 

re ign , he was r a i s ed to 6000 and was appointed 

governor of Bihar , Due to old age one lakh rupees 

was assigned as pension and a f t e r some times he 

died and was bur ied in h i s own garden, which was 

enclosed by a high wall with a gate on the western 

s i d e . In the middle of the garden a lamp pos t 

(chioigidan) was located on a high platform (chabutra) , 

which i s be l ieved to be the grave of | ^ a n - i Alam 

bu t there i s no epi taph (tawiz) on i t now. on the 

northern side there i s another chabutra , on which 

there were 7 graves made of s tone , bu t bears no 

ka tba . The mound appears to be the s i t e of a 

magnificient bu i ld ing , which i s demolished now. 

Beneath the garden there i s an underground chamber 

(tahkhana) by the r i ve r s i d e . 

Between the Red Fort and the Taj, Muqarrab Khan 

Deccani b u i l t a l a r g e , grand and lof'ty bu i ld ing a t 

a g r ea t c o s t , Muqarrab Khan whose rea l name was 

Rustam Khan Bahadur Piroz Jung , was o r i g i n a l l y 

1. M. Athar A l i , o p . c i t , , p.369 
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in the serv ice of'Ni^armi'l Mulk of Deccan. In the 

eighth year of ShSh j a h a n ' s re ign he held the t i t l e 

of Rustam 2[han and in the 23rd year t h a t of Feroz 

Jung, He was r a i s ed to a man gab of 3000 in 1656. 

A.D, and was sen t the province of Kabul as governor. 

During the b a t t l e of Samugarh he sided with Dara 

and died in 1658 due to severe wounds. His proper ty 

was conf iscated by Aurangzeb and given to Hussain 

pasha Islam ^ a n , a furk . The bu i ld ing was l a t e r 

on acquired by the B r i t i s h government. In 1872 

Giinningham v i s i t e d the s i t e and wrote, "This 

bui ld ing i s now in a t o t a l l y ruinous and d i l ap ida t ed 

condit ion only some of i t s towers and a por t ion of 

the empty she l l of the wa l l s , being now s tanding. 

Never theless , i t i s s t i l l decidedly the l a r g e s t , 

l o f t i e s t and nob le s t looking ru in about Agra, and 
2 

well worthy of a v i s i t " . p r e s e n t l y nothing can be 

seen except a heap pf ru ins ( t i l a ) and now a park 

e x i s t s t h e r e , 

in the v i c i n i t y of mauza Bas'ai, in Mohalla 

Bi l lochpura, survives the e i g h t sided ruined 

1 . ASI, o p . c i t , , p , 

2 . Shahnawaz Khan, o p , c i t , , V o l . 1 1 , p p . 2 7 0 - 7 6 . 
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s t ruc tu r e of Diwanji Begum's magbara. Diwanji 

Begum was the daughter of Kljawaja Ghiyasuddin 

Qazvini and wife of Mirz^ Abul Hasan Asaf l ^an . 

She was the mother of MumtSz" Mahal. The tomb 

building^ of a radius of 28 f e e t , was const ructed 

during the re ign of Jahang i r . Nearby a mosque i s 

s i t ua t ed which i s said to have been const ructed by 

the Begum. The maqbara was b u i l t in the midst of a 

garden which spread over an area of 50 bTghas. Ihere 

were four huge wel l s on each of the four comer of 

the s t ruc tu re which stood on a r a i sed platform 

having e igh t a rches on each of the e igh t s i d e s . 

There are three a i r wel ls each on the four corners 

and one each in the middle of a l l the four s i d e s , 

thus in a l l making 16 a i r we l l s for the undergrotind 

chamber (taljkhana) . Subterranean apartments equipped 

with large fans to provide r e l i e f from excessive 
t 

hea t of the day were p a r t of every hojse in I n d i a . 
This kind of underground chambers ex i s ted in Baghdad 

2 
and tenth century c i t y of Qum in I r a n . Excavations 

1. Bernier , o p . c i t . , p .247. 

2. Michall , G, Archi tec ture of the Islamic World, 
New York, 19 78, p . 202> 
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have unearthed such chambers known as Sardab 

in Samarra the n in th century c a p i t a l of Abbasid 

Caliph Muhtasim. The grave stone of the tomb has 

a l so disappeared. The o r i g i n a l grave was in the 

v a u l t . 

MahSbat J^an, whose t e a l name '-ras Zamana 

Beg, was the son of Ghor Beg - a na t ive of Kabul. 

He was a famous noble during the re igns of Jahanglr 

and Shah jahSn and died in 1634 A.D. His house was 

constructed on a p l o t of land of 50 bighas on the 
2 

bank of r i v e r Jumna. Hardly any remains of the same 

e x i s t now. The Badshahi Bagh near Sarai pukhta i s a t t r i ­

buted to him. Only the d i l ap ida t ed remains of the 

wal ls of t h i s garden can be sfeen now. I t a l so has 

the mausoleum of Mahabat Khan?s daughter and the 

remains of a mosque. The s t r u c t u r e has been v e r t i c a l l y 

divided in to four square and ho r i zon ta l l y in to seven 

square panels with mid r i b s . Each panel has been 

decorated with six mu l t i fo l i a t ed b l i nd decorat ive 

a rches . This kind of decoration runs along with the 

four sides of the s t ruc tu re broken by four s lender 

1. Creswell, K.A.C.^ Early Is lamic Architecture^ 
B r i t a i n , 1958, p .285 . 

2. Beale, o p . c i t . , p .229 . 
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nook shaf ts provided on the four corners of the 

b u i l d i n g s . The en tabula ture i s decorated with 

t u l i p motives. The mausoleum i s roofed with a wagon 

top arch, the ex te rna l side of which i s framed 

by four s lender t u r r e t s , A l i n t e l and beam entrance 

i s provided from the e a s t . The s t r u c t u r e has a l so 

an underground charttoer. 

* * * 

The Tajganj area thus -^^s very r ich in 

monuments. I t headquartered a l a rg6 number of bu i ld ings 

including tortbs, mosques* r e s i d e n t i a l pa l aces , 

a^rptis and gardens . The survey has revealed t h a t 

tJie h i s to ry of a decl ining town or c i t y or suburb 

may be pieced together on the b a s i s of the names 

of i t s s t r e e t s , bj izars, roads , remains of the bu i ld ings , 

maunds and o the r archeological evidences . Ihese 

sources of information become extremely important 

in the absence of ample contemporary l i t e r a r y 

information. The Taj area of which a physical 

survey was undertaken as a case s tudy,has provided 

very i n t e r e s t i n g information. The l i t e r a r y sources , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y the Pers ian have very l i t t l e t o o f fe r 

on the area under study* A. survey of the area end the 
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arcnaeological evidence suggests t ha t the TanjganJ 

l o c a l i t y was once a very prosperous and f lour i sh ing 

suburb and commercial centre and an important 

gra in mart, 

IciKjganj which o r i g i n a l l y came into being 

as a provis ion market in f ront of the Taj/ subsequently 

developed in to a commercial cen t r e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

r e p u t e . I t was v i s i t e d by merchants from a l l p a r t s 

of India and abroad for procuring the merchandise 

which used to flow froifa the prominent manufacturing 

c e n t r e s in the Enjpire - Agra being s i t ua t ed a t a 

commercially s t r a t e g i c p o i n t . As has been 

pointed e a r l i e r in Chapter l , the merchandise meant 

for export and bound for Surat neces sa r i l y had to 

pass through Agra, Similar ly whatever Bengal and 

Bihar had to provide to Ahmadabad and Surat had 

to pass through the markets of Agra J 

From Waqa-U Ranthambhore wa Ajmer, we have 

the evidence t h a t in addit ion to being a commercial 

c e n t r e , Tajganj a l so developed as one <5f the major 

grain mandi, c a t e r i n g to the needs of the imperial 

c a p i t a l , A number of merchants and banj^ras 
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supplied the food grains to the mart from the 

area arotind Agra. 

As a r e s u l t of th is trade and commerce, the 

Tajganj loca l i ty developed into a full-fledged 

suburb. The large number of buildings referred to 

above, indicate that during the 17th and 18th centuries 

TSjganj must have been heavily, populated. The large 

number of mounds which are scattered a l l over the 

area are c lear proof of the buildings which ea r l i e r 

would have dotted thd area. 

Similar to the loca l i ty aroiand I S j , there 

must have been a large number of other urban centres 

of which nothing arwery l i t t l e i s known to h i s tory . 

In the absence of the l i t e r a ry sources, a physical 

survey of those areas, if undertaken, may yield 

the much needed and interest ing information and 

help us to reconstruct the his tory of the Mughal 

urban centres . 



I L L U S T R A T I O N S 



P l a t e I : A : C lo i s t e red Apartment (Badshahian) 
a t Katra P h u l a i l . 

B : Another view of the same • Mark the niches in 
the wa l l s . 
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P l a t e I I : A ; Pukki Sarai : view of a ruined 
apartment . 

B : A view of the arch of the varandah 
Connecting the apartment a t pukkl 
C j a r ^ a ^ 
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Plate II : C : View of the inner chamber of an 
apartment at pukki Sarai : mark 
the circular roof. 



Plate III : A : Fatehpuri Mosque : A General view 

B : Central Aj-ch of the Fatehpuri 
Mo sque 
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P l a t e Iv' : ^ : The Mosque of Dixi/anj i Begum : A 
Genera l view 

B : The Dome of t h e mosque w i th k a l a s h and 
p i n n a c l e . 
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P l a t e V : The Mosque f a c i n g the Rauza Sahe l ian 

P l a t e VI : The Remains of the Have l i of Khan-i 
Dauran Khan. 
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P l a t e VII The r u i n s of the ou te r wal ls of the 
garden of Badshahi Bagh. 

P l a t e VIII : Entrance Gate o t Katra Phu la i l 
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A 

P l a t e x^ ; A : Gumbad Sahe l i an : A General viu.-j 

b : uuaiDaa oane i i an : --i view OJ- tiie 
onion shaped dome. 
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P l a t e X : Rauza Sahe l i an ; A Genera l view 

P l a t e XI . The r u i n s of the Tomb of Diwanji Begum 
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P l a t e XII ; A :The mausoleum of Shah Ahmad Bukhar i 

B : Another view of the same 
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P l a t e X l l I : A The square Tomb of Mahabat 
Khan ' s d a u g h t e r . 

Ht/^H 

"^— nm 
j;^^ ^ H 
rr̂  H I 

^^m "" 
^ ^ %d. .ji^^^^^^B^^^^ 

^ 'l̂ H 

B : Ent rance to the i n n e r chamber i n tihe 
Tomb of Mahabat Khan 's daugh t e r 
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Appendix - IcA 

Farpian of Snahiahan: 

ĵ ii 1 ^ * ^ , 1 I I • • ' 
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APPENDIX -.IB 

TRANSLATION 

Text of the memorandum (yad^ash t ) i s s u e d on 2 1 s t of 

the l l a h i month of Shahr iwar , l o t h R.Y. f a l l i n g on 

monday 2nd J a m a d i - u l awwal, 1047 A.H. ( i . e . 2nd Sep. 

1637 A . D . ) . During the o f f i c e of V i z a r a t (prime 

i^^inistership) of I q b a l paoah R l f a t wal j a l a l (Mukka-

•ramat l^an) and in the t e n u r e of the waqi^ navTs 

of I n a y a t u l l a h , the humbles t of t he s e r v a n t s of 

the c o u r t . 

That , t h e p e t i t i o n has been made to the 

e x a l t e d and s a c r e d (Emperor) t h a t the Engl i sh 

Company i s pay ipg the ushur in accor(tonce wi th the 

i m p e r i a l r e g u l a t i o n ? . They (aLready) p o s s e s s an 

e x a l t e d and f e l i c i o u s farman to the e f f e c t t h a t , 

a t no p l a c e , any o t h e r t a x , be c o l l e c t e d on t h e i r 

goods , and merchand i se . Al l t h i s t ime ( d e s p i t e the 

a f o r e s a i d farman) the o f f i c e r s . (Mutasaddig) of 

Mumtazabad e t c . a r e o b s t r u c t i n g t h e i r ( t h e Engl ish) 

goods and merchandise coming from the d i r e c t i o n of 

the E a s t ( p u r a b , r e f e r e n c e h e r e to a r e a s of Benga l , 

B i h a r and Or iSsa) and a r e demanding from them the 

c e s s e s ( I k h r a j a t ) , which impose on a l l o t h e r merchants 

and t r a d e r s . 
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The World commanding and sun ( l ike) 

i l luminat ing order (hukm) has been issued t h a t from 

whichever province of the empire t h e i r (English) 

goods came for sa le and purchase and to whatever 

region these a re taken, the o f f i c e r s of Mumtazabad 

and Co. e t c , should not o b s t r u c t t h e i r ( the English) 

goods for Zakat, Kharch e t c . I t i s a l s o ordered t h a t 

they should l e t pass the merchandise of the s a i d 

company from the fe r ry po in t of Mumtazabad as well 

as from o ther f e r r i e s to fords on the r i v e r yamxina. 

The o t h e r sharb ( t e x t renewal) (orders) t h a t 

the o f f i ce r s of Mumtazabad and Co. should not 

obs t ruc t ( theEnglish Company). 

Dated 3rd November, 1637 h.D, 
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AyPENDIX - I I 

We have noted in Chapter I I I o f th i s d i s se r t a t ion^ 

on the testimony of Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahori , t h a t the 

revenues of t h i r t y v i l l a g e s amounting to fo r ty lakhs of 

dams together with the r en t of the s..ops in the bSzaars 

and the s a r a i s const ructed around the I S j , amoxuiting 

to two lakhs of rupees were s e t as ide for the upkeep 

of a mausolevim and the Char i tab le i n s t i t u t i o n s a t tached 

to i t . The following are some of the passages from a 

f^iman discovered and t r a n s l a t e d by ^han Bahadur M. 

ZQfar Hussan in 1941 and pxiblished in journa l of the 

Allgarh H i s t o r i c a l Research I n s t i t u t e , Volume I , 
wfeich 

numbers 2, 3, 1941^ supports LShor l ' s s ta tement . 

I t makes a reference to the t reasury and the mushrif 

of the mausoleum and ind ica t e s to a separate department 

responsible for the admin is t ra t ion of the aforementioned 

endowments. The farman a lso makes i t c l e a r t h a t a 

co l lege for the teaching of the Holy Quran was a t tached 

to the tomb which ert^loyed severa l Haf izes . The farman 

i s issued under the seal of FarruXh' Siyar , 

Translat ion 

"In the name of Allah who i s most merciful and 

compassionate , . . 

Seal; Abu Zafar Muitnuddin Mohammad Farru tos iyar 

alamgir Sani . . , Ihe f i r s t year , 1125 . , , , 
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"At t h i s auspicious time the g lor ious 

Farman, netSessajy to be obeyed, i s issued t h a t a f t e r 

the demise of A<ja isma'Il, Hafiz Moljammad Hasan, son 

of Muhammad Husain, has been rece iv ing one rupee 

da i ly punctual ly from the t reasury of the b r i g h t 

mausoletom of the k ing , who i s asylum of pardon, has 

h i s abode in paradise (deceased) and i s of exa l t ed 

d ign i ty ( e n t i t l e d ) Hazrat Pirdaus Ashian ( i . e . Shahja-

han) , may pa rad i se be h i s r e s t i n g place and h i s 

grave f ragran t , s i t u a t e a t the town of Wuistaair-ul 

Mulk AkbarSbSd, on the condi t ion of h i s teaching the 

Quran to the neo-Muslims, the award being hal f a rupee 

in excess to the emolximents of o the r Hafizes employed 

a t the a foresa id mausoleum. I t has been granted accor­

ding to the endorsements 

"Memorandum dated Wednesday the 12th of Safer, 

the 5th year of the august access ion , corresponding to 

1123 Hijra and agreeing to the 12th of the month of 

Aban, with the endorsement of one who i s worthy of the 

kindness and beneficence, the recif>ient of the favours 

of the Lord, the Sadr of exa l ted d ign i ty named Sayed 

Amjad Ktian Sadr - i j ah in awd. during the .Macriah 

Nlaqari of Abdifl Aziz, the s lave of the sublime cour t , 

i t i s hereby recorded t h a t the imperial order was issued 



74 

t h a t since the death of Aqa Isma'll , Hafiz Muhammad 

Hasan, son of Muhammad Husain, had been rece iv ing 

from the t reasury of the b r i g h t mausolexim, situaterf 

a t the town of Mustagle-'Ul Mulk AkbarlbSd, ha l f a 

r u p e e . . , , for h i s l ive l ihood subjec t to the condi t ion 

of h i s teaching the Quran to the neo-Muslims a t the 

aforesaid mauisoleum in excess to ha l f a rupee allowed 

to o ther Hafizes employed t h e r e , and the same has been 

granted . I f he possesses any o the r income anywhere 

no dedectidn should be made on account of i t . wr i t ten 

on the 28th of Zul-Hijja of the 5th year in confirmation 

of the memorandum.... 

"Note from the Waga-i-Nigar-i Kal to the e f f ec t 

t h a t i t i s according to the r e c o r d . . . 

"This g lo r ious Farman has been wr i t t en according 

to the e n t r i e s in the Waqiah.. . 

"Note from Sadr-us~Sudur Amjad Ktian Sad r - i -

jahan to the e f f e c t t h a t an increment of half a rupee 

da i ly has been g r a n t e d . . . 

"From the r epo r t bear ing the seal impression 

of Mukhlis Kban BahaTdur i t t r an sp i r ed tha t Aqa Isma'll, 

who had the honour of rece iv ing f i f teen rupees per 

month for the education of the neo-Muslims and o the r s 
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in teaching the saCred Quran died , the a foresa id 

Hafiz (Hafiz Muhammad Hasan) i s appointed to t h a t 

pos t on half a rupee da i ly sub jec t to %he condi t ion 

of h i s performing the above-mentioned d u t i e s . I t has 

been reported to His Majesty t h a t a Memorandum 

bearing the sea l impression of Muhammad Azam, the 

diccountant of the a foresa id mausoleum, has been 

received r e l a t i n g t h a t Aqa isma'i l , the teacher of 

the Neo-Muslims and o t h e r s , who, according to the 

s e r v i c e - r o l l , received h i s pay from the treasury-

of the mausoleum, with e f f ec t from the beginning of 

Rajab, the year 32 (of Shahjahan's reign) Aban, t i l l 

the 4th of Rajab, the 18th year of the reign of His 

Majesty Ktjuld Makan (Aurangzeb) , died on the 5th 

of the same m o n t h , , . . 

"Prom the Daroghagi o f f i c e , , , i t was reported 

to His Majesty t h a t during the reign of Khuld Manzil 

(Shah Alam Bahadur Shah i) one rupee a day punctua l ly 

was granted for the l ive l ihood of Hafiz Muhammad 

Hasan, son of Muhammad Husain, with e f fec t from the 

death of Aqa lsma*ll. The g lo r ious farman in r e spec t 

of i t i s submitted for a f f ix ing the blessed s e a l , , . 

The royal mandate has been i s s u e d . . . has been e n t i r e l y 

granted. The s e a l . . , , has been a f f ixed" . 



TAJGANJ AREA 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

I . PERSIAN SOURCES 

Abdul lah , Tarlkh-1-Ds?udl, E l l i o t and Dowson, H i s t o r y 
of I n d i a a s t o l d by i t s ovm H i s t o r i a n s , Vol.IV, 
London, 1867, 

N i a m a t - u l l a h , Makhzan'-i Afghani , E x t r a c t s , t r . E l l i o t 

and Dowson, Vol .v , London, 1867, t r . N. Roy, 

C a l c u t t a , 19 58 . 

Babur , gahiru 'ddln Mohammad, Blburnama, t r . A .S , Beveri -

dge, 2 Vo l s , London, 1921 . 

Gulbadan Begum, HumayOn NSma, t r . A .S , Beve r idge , 

London, 19 2 1 , 

Abi!?l P a z l , AkbamSma, t r . H. B e v e r i d g e , 3 v o l s London, 

1921. 

AbutL F a z l , A*In~i Akbar l , t r . Blochmann, ( V o l . I ) , 
« •• liiiiM m^Kmmmmtmm ill 

j a r r e t ( V o l s . I I and l l i ) C a l c u t t a , 1867-77 . 

j a h a n g l r , Nuruddin , Tuzuk-i J a h S n g l r l , t r . A. Rogers 
and H. Beve r idge , 2 v o l s . London, 1909-1914. 

l i a h o r l , Abd\fl Hamld, pSdshahnama, 2 v o l s , B i b l i o -
theca i n d i c a , C a l c u t t a , 1866-72. 

Kambo, Muhammad S a l i h , Aroal-i S a l i h , 3 v o l s . C a l c u t t a , 

1923-39. 

ShShnawSz Khan, Maa th i r -u l -Umara , 2 Vo l s . t r . H. 

B e v e r i d g e , 1913. . -

i ^ a i r u d d i n A l l a h a b S d i , Balwantnama, MS lOL E t h e . 4 8 3 . 

Waqa-'i Ranthambhor wa Ajmer, A.iJ. 1678-80 MS. t r a n s ­
c r i p t copy in Research L i b r a r y , H i s t o r y 
Department , Al igarh Muslim U n i v e r s i t y , Al igarh 



77 

Farmans^ n l s h i n s a n d p a r w a n a s MS. B . M . a d d . 24039 

( R o t o g r a p h ^ D e p a r t m e n t o f H i s t o r y , A.21.U.) , 

I I . OTHER HISTORICAL WORKS 

GJiulSm Muhanunad KhSn, T r a v e l s I n Upper H i n d u s t a n lOL. 

E t h e , 654 ( M i c r o f i l m i n D e p a r t m e n t o f H i s t o r y , 

A.M.U.) . 

B a n a r s I DSs J a i n , Ardha k a t h S n a k a ( H i n d i ) , e d , N .R . 

P r e m i , Bombay, 1957 

I I I . EUROPEAN ACCOUNTS 

F o s t e r , W i l l i a m , E a r l y T r a v e l s i n I n d i a (1583-1619) 

o x f o r d , 1 9 2 1 . 

F i t c h , R a l p h , N a r r a t i v e , e d , J . H . R y l e y , R a l p h F j t c h 

E r i g l a n d ' s p i o n e e r t o I n d i a a n d Burma, London, 

1 8 9 9 . 

F o s t e r , W i l l i a m , ( e d . ) The E n g l i s h F a c t o r i e s i n 

I n d i a , ( 1618-1699) 13 V o l s . A C a l e n d e r o f 

d o c u m e n t s i n I n d i a o f f i c e a n d B r i t i s h Museum, 

O x f o r d , 1 9 0 6 - 2 7 . 

p e l s e a r t , F r a n s i c o , R e m o n s t r a n t i e , t r . W.M. M o r e l a n d 

and p . G e y l , j a h a n g i r ' s I n d i a , C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 2 5 . 

Man< r i q u e , F . S . , T r a v e l s , V o l , I I , T r a v e l s i n A s i a / 

e d . R . C . Temple , H a k l u y t S o c i e t y S e r i e s , London, 

1 9 2 7 . 

T a v e r n i e r , J . B . , T r a v e l s i n I n d i a , 1 6 4 0 - 6 7 , t r . V, B a l l , 

2 v o l s . London , 1889 , 2nd R e v i s e d e d , W. Crookes 

London, 19 2 7 . 



78 

Mundy, p e t e r , T r a v e l s . V o l . 1 1 , T r a v e l s in A s i a , e d . 
R.C, JCerriple, Hakluyt S o c i e t y S e r i e s , London, 
1914. 

Jean de Thevenot , Re l a t i on de I ' l n d o s t a n , ed . S.N, 

Sen, The Ind i an T r a v e l s of Thevenot and C a r e r i , 
New D e l h i , 1949. 

B e r n i e r , ? • / T r a v e l s in the Mughal Empire, 1656-68, t r . 
A. C o n s t a b l e , r e v i s e d e d . V . A . Smith, London, 
1934. 

Carlyori , E*, i n F u r t h e s t I n d . , N a r r a t i v e , e d . C, 
Sadrie'y G r i e r , London, 1844. 

IV. REFERENCE WORKS 

S t e i n g a s s , F . , A Comprehensive P e r s i a n - Eng l i sh 

P ic t iona i ry i n c l u d i n g t h e Arabic words and 

p h r a s e s to be met w i th P e r s i a n L i t e r a t u r e . 

New D e l h i , 1981 . 

Wilson, H.H,^ G l o s s a r y of j u d i c i a l and Revenue 

t e rms , 2nd e d . De lh i , 1968. 

Ca t t enoz / H.G, , Tables de concordance des e r e s c h r e -

tenne e t H e g i r i e n n e , 2nd e d . Rabat , 1954 

(Xerox copy in Department of H i s t o r y , A.M.U.) , 

B e a l e , T.W., An O r i e n t a l B i o g r a p h i c a l D i c t i o n a r y , 
ed* H.G. Keene, 1894. 

Atkinson, E . J . and F i s h e r , F .H. ( ed . ) S t a t i s t i c a l , 
D e s c r i p t i v e and H i s t o r i c a l Accoxant of the 
North Western p r o v i n c e s of I n d i a , Vol .VII 
Agra D i s t r i c t , A l l ahabad , 1884. 

N e v i l l e , H.R. , Agra G a z e t t e e r , Al lahabad , 1905. 



79 

N e v i l l e , H.R. , D i s t r i c t G a z e t t e e r of the Uni ted 

p r o v i n c e s of Agra and oudh - Supplementary 

Notes and S t a t i s t i c s , V o l . V I I I - Agra 

D i s t r i c t , 3 v o l s . A l l ahabad , 1914, 19 24, 1934. 

J o s h i , E.B. ( ed . ) U t t a r P radesh D i s t r i c t G a z e t t e e r s 

Agra, Lucknow, 1965. 

Cunningham, A . , A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Survey Repor t of I n d i a , 
W)l. IV (Agra ) , Va ranas i , 1966. 

H a b i b , I r f a n , An A t l a s of the Mughal Empire; P o l i t i c a l 
and Economic Maps wi th D e t a i l e d Notes and 
Biography and Index . O . u . p . De lh i , 1982. 

A l l , M. Athar , The Apparatus of Empire - Awards of 
r a n k s , o f f i c e r s and t i t l e s to the Mughal 
n o b i l i t y 1574-1658 O.U.P. New De lh i , 1985. 

V. MODERN WORKS 

(A) BOOKS 

Ahmad, Moinuddin, The Taj and its environments, Agra, 

1905 and 1925. 

Brown, Percy, Indian Architecture (Islamic period), 

Bombay,1975. 

Caroll, David, The Ta.1 Mahal, London, 1972. 

Creswell, K.A.C., Early Islamic Architecture, Britain, 

1958. 

Desai, Z.A., Kaul, H.K., Taj Museum, Archaeological 

Survey of India, New Delhi, 1982. 



80 

Gupta, I . P . , Urban Glimpses of Mughal I n d i a - Agra the 
I m p e r i a l C a p i t a l (16 th and 17th c e n t u r y ) , Delh1, 
1986. 

H a v e l l , E . B . , Handbook to the Taj a t Agra; ^ i k a n d r a , 

Fa tehpur S j k r l and the Neighbourhood/ C a l c u t t a , 
1904, 1912, r e p . New D e l h i , 1970. 

i r w i n , W., The army of the I n d i a n Mughals, London, 
1903. 

Keene, H.G. , A Handbook f o r V i s i t o r s to Agra and i t s 

Neighbourhood, C a l c u t t a , 1899. 

L a t i f , S.M., Agra; H i s t o r i c a l and D e s c r i p t i v e , C a l c u t t a , 

1896. 

L a i , Kanwar, The Ta j , New Dell^i, 1965. 

Mahrarv i , S .A. , Muraqqa-i Akbarabad,(Urdu) , Agra, 1930. 

M i c h a l l , George , A r c h i t e c t u r e of t h e i s l a m i c World, 

New York, 1978. 

Singh, M.P. , Town^ Market , Mint and p o r t in t h e Mughal 
Empire, 1556-1707, New D e l h i , 1985. 

B) PERIODICAL LITERATURE 

Hasan, A.H. , "Mints of the Mughal Empire", P r o c e e d i n g s 
of the I n d i a n H i s t o r y Congre s s , p a t i a l a , 1967. 

Hasan, J aved , "Mumtazabad; a Market i n the Tajganj 
a rea under t h e I4ughals" , A l iga rh p r o c e e d i n g s 
of the p a p e r s read a t t he I n d i a n H i s t o r y 
Congress , S r i n a g a r , 1986. 

Hasan, S. N u r u l , "Agra", Encyc lopaedia of I s l a m , 2nd 
edn . London, i 9 6 0 . 



81 

Hussan, M. zofar , "A Parroan of Farrukhsiyar, " 
Journal of the Allgarh H i s t o r i c a l Researdh 
I n s t i t u t e ^ V o l . 1 , no,2, 3, 1941. 

Kanwar, H . I . S . , "Geography of the Taj" , Indo-Asian 
Cul ture , Vol.XX, no .1-4 , 1971. 

Kanwar, H . I . S . , "Cost of the Taj Mahal", Is lamic 
c u l t u r e , Apr i l , 1976. 

Khan, Naheed, "The lay-out and plan of the Tajganj -
A survey," Aligarh Proceedings of the Papers 
read a t the Indian His tory Congress, Burdwan, 
1983. 

Mukherji, S.C., "The a r c h i t e c t u r e of Taj and i t s 
a r c h i t e c t " , Indian H i s t o r i c a l Quar ter ly , 
Vol.IX, 1933. 


