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Support at Nursery School for Children Whose Native Language Is Not Japanese:
Focused on Their Language

Masako OKANO

Junior College, Tokyo University of Social Welfare (Isesaki Campus),
2020-1 San’o-cho, Isesaki-city, Gunma 372-0831, Japan

Abstract : With recent globalization, the number of children originally from oversea countries is increasing in
nursery schools. The present study aims to clarify in a demonstrative manner how teachers support preschool children
whose native language is not Japanese to learn Japanese when they enter nursery schools. A questionnaire survey
was conducted for 349 teachers who taught or had taught children whose native language was not Japanese and the
following result was obtained. The native languages of most of the children were Spanish, Portuguese, and Vietnamese.
Almost half of the children entered the nursery schools without the ability to speak Japanese, but more than 80% of

the children became accustomed to school life in about three months. For these children, the teachers tried to “speak
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slowly and clearly,” “stay with the children,” “talk to the children face to face, looking into their eyes,” and “put a very
helpful child in a group of these children.” The teachers tried not only to support the children but also establish good
relationships with the parents. In the free description field, the teachers wrote about their actions or efforts for nursery
children as well as parents.

(Reprint request should be sent to Masako Okano)

Key words : Children whose native language is not Japanese, Support at nursery school, Contrivance of teacher, Language
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