
This is the author’s version of a work that was submitted/accepted for pub-
lication in the following source:

Saha, S.C. & Khan, M.M.K. (2011) A review of natural convection and heat
transfer in attic-shaped space. Energy and Buildings, 43(10), pp. 2564-
2571.

This file was downloaded from: http://eprints.qut.edu.au/44121/

c© Copyright 2011 Elsevier B.V.

Notice: Changes introduced as a result of publishing processes such as
copy-editing and formatting may not be reflected in this document. For a
definitive version of this work, please refer to the published source:

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.enbuild.2011.06.020

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Queensland University of Technology ePrints Archive

https://core.ac.uk/display/10905640?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/view/person/Saha,_Suvash.html
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/44121/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.enbuild.2011.06.020


 

 

A review of natural convection and heat transfer in the attic-

shaped space 

Suvash C. Saha1*, M. M. K. Khan2 

1School of Engineering and Physical Sciences, James Cook University 

Townsville, QLD - 4811, Australia 

2School of Engineering & Built Environment, Central Queensland University,  

Rockhampton Campus, Qld-4702, Australia 

 

*Corresponding author: Dr. Suvash C Saha, Email: s_c_saha@yahoo.com 

Tel: +61-7-4779-7523, Fax: +61-7-4781-6788 

 

Abstract 

This paper presents an extensive review of studies regarding natural convection heat 

transfer in the triangular enclosure with primary focus on those with a direct application to heat 

transfer in attic-shaped space. To provide thermal comfort to the occupants in attic-shaped 

buildings and to minimise the energy costs associated with heating and air-conditioning, 

increasing research activities have been devoted to topics relevant to heat transfer in attics over 

the last three decades. There are two basic thermal boundary conditions of attic are considered to 

represent hot and cold climate or day and night time. A significant number of studies on other 

topics related to the attic space have also been performed recently such as attics subject to 

localized heating and attics filled with porous media. 
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1. Introduction  

Buoyancy-induced fluid motions in cavities have been discussed widely because of the 

applications in nature and engineering. A large body of literature exists on the forms of internal 

and external forcing, various geometry shapes and temporal conditions (steady or unsteady) of 

the resulting flows. Especially for the classic cases of rectangular, cylindrical or other regular 

geometries, many authors have investigated imposed temperature or boundary heat fluxes. 

Reviews of these research can be found in [1-2]. However, the rectangular cavity is not an 

adequate model for many geophysical situations where a variable (or sloping) geometry has a 



 

 

significant effect on the system. That is why, the convective flows in triangular shaped 

enclosures have received recent attention in parallel with the rectangular or square enclosure.  

In the previous studies of triangular geometries, researchers mainly focused on two 

applications. Firstly, the fluid dynamics and heat transfer in an attic space with imposed 

temperature differences between the horizontal base and the sloping upper boundaries [3-9]. 

Secondly, the fluid dynamics and heat transfer in reservoir sidearms, seashores, lakes and other 

shallow water bodies with a sloping bottom surface [10-13]. 

 Heat transfer through the attic space into or out of buildings is an important issue for 

attic-shaped houses in both hot and cold climates. One of the most important objectives for 

design and construction of houses is to provide thermal comfort for occupants. In the present 

energy-conscious society, it is also a requirement for houses to be energy efficient, i.e. the 

energy consumption for heating or air-conditioning must be minimized. Because of the relevance 

to these objectives, research related to the heat transfer in attics has been conducted for about 

three decades.  

From the available literature it is observed that two basic sets of temperature boundary 

conditions in the context of an attic have been considered previously: night-time or winter-time 

cooling (cold top and hot bottom) and day-time or summer-time heating (hot top and cold 

bottom). Other topics related to the attic space have also been researched recently such as attics 

subject to localized heating, and attics filled with porous media. Some of the important studies 

are presented as a tabular form in Table 1.   

 

2. Night-time boundary conditions 

 



 

 

2.1 Symmetric flow assumption  

The night-time or winter-time boundary conditions mean the sloping walls of the attic are 

isothermally cooled and the bottom is heated or adiabatic. For this type of boundary condition 

the flow is potentially unstable due to Rayleigh Bénard instability. The instability occurs as a 

form of sinking and rising plumes as it is seen in Fig.1. The temperature contours and the stream 

lines are shown in Fig.1 for Ra = 104, Pr = 0.72 and A = 1.0. The top inclined walls are cooled 

and the bottom horizontal wall is heated isothermally. Note that the flow seems to be symmetric 

along the geometric centerline. It is found in the literature that Flack [3] was the first who 

adopted an isosceles triangle for his experimental model and conducted flow visualizations and 

heat transfer measurements for the night-time conditions. From the temperature difference 

between the boundaries the author obtained heat transfer data and observed the motions of 

suspended particles qualitatively. Also, the velocities at a few selected locations were measured 

using a laser velocimeter. The velocity measurements were made primarily to aid in the general 

understanding of the structure and direction of the flow. The author also showed the temperature 

profiles along the apparatus centerline. It was also found that initially, at low Rayleigh numbers, 

the flow remained laminar. However, as the Rayleigh number was increased, the flow eventually 

became turbulent. The author mentioned that four Bénard type convective cells were present in 

the laminar flow regime, but there was no mention of the development of the cellular flow 

pattern, or the relative positions of the cells in the stream lines. 

The night-time attic problem was again investigated experimentally by Poulikakos and 

Bejan [4]. However, the author considered an right-angled triangle instead of full isosceles 

triangular domain where an adiabatic thermal condition applied to the vertical wall. The focus of 

their investigation was on the flow regime with a Rayleigh number range 106 to 109, higher than 



 

 

considered previously. It was observed that the flow inside the enclosure was turbulent which 

was consistent with Flack's [3] observation. Moreover, the authors showed a plot of the Nusselt 

number versus the Rayleigh number as a demonstration of heat transfer. They also visualize the 

flow using the thymol blue pH indicator technique.   

A fundamental study of the fluid dynamics inside an attic-shaped triangular enclosure at 

night-time was performed by Poulikakos and Bejan [5] with the assumption that the flow was 

symmetric about the center plane. The study was undertaken in three distinct parts. Firstly the 

flow and temperature fields in the cavity are determined theoretically on the basis of an 

asymptotic analysis which is valid for shallow spaces i.e. A0. They were able to show that in 

the A0 limit the circulation consists of a single elongated cell driven by the cold upper wall. 

The net heat transfer in this limit is dominated by pure conduction. Secondly, scaling analysis 

examined the transient behaviour of the attic for fluids Pr > 1. The transient phenomenon begins 

with the sudden cooling of the upper sloping wall. The authors mention that by properly 

identifying the timescales of various features that develop inside the enclosures, it is possible to 

predict theoretically the basic flow features that will endure in the steady state. Finally, they 

focused on a complete sequence of transient numerical simulations covering the ranges of 

parameters such as the Rayleigh number, aspect ratio and Prandtl number. The authors reported 

that the resulting flow patterns in the enclosure corresponded to a single convective cell, for the 

range of conditions considered. 

Salmun [6] studied the problem of natural convection inside a two dimensional triangular 

geometry filled with air or water, with various aspect ratios and Rayleigh numbers ranging 

between 102 and 105. Following the earlier simulations, only half of the domain was examined. 

The center plane was insulated and this was thought to adequately model the entire domain. 



 

 

Numerical solutions of the time dependent problem were obtained using two different numerical 

techniques. The general flow structure corresponded to a single convective cell for low values of 

the Ra and to a multi-cellular regime for the high values of this parameter. The author disagreed 

with some results obtained by Poulikakos and Bejan [4] regarding the heat transfer mechanism. 

The problem regarding the stability of the single-cell steady state solution was examined by 

Salmun [7]. It is noted that the author attempted to present the results obtained from a linear 

stability analysis of the steady state asymptotic solution in a shallow triangular enclosure and to 

show that it is not stable to the type of instabilities expected in fluid layers heated differentially 

along horizontal boundaries.          

Latter, an investigation to examine the details of the transition from single cell to multi 

cell flow was carried out by Asan and Namli [8]. The results of their study showed that both the 

height-base ratio and the Rayleigh number had a profound influence on the temperature and flow 

field. In addition, it was shown that as the aspect ratio decreased, the transition to multi cell flow 

took place at higher Rayleigh numbers. The results also showed that once a secondary cell began 

to form, it caused the primary cell to shift towards the plane of symmetry. However, since it was 

assumed that the plane of symmetry could be modeled as an adiabatic surface, the flow patterns 

obtained are comparable with those from works mentioned above.  

 Haese and Teubner [14] investigated the phenomenon for a large-scale triangular 

enclosure for night-time condition. The authors point out that for a realistic attic space, Rayleigh 

numbers as high as 1010 or 1011 would be encountered. This study focused on the existing 

building structure. It is interesting to note that, contrary to the previously mentioned work of [8], 

the authors of this study reported that the shift of multi cellular flow is accelerated by a decrease 

in the aspect ratio, for the same Rayleigh number. This is consistent with the results presented by 



 

 

Salmun [5], which indicated that the number of cells that developed, increased as the aspect ratio 

decreased. 

 

2.2 Asymmetric flow behavior  

The studies mentioned above assumed that the flow was symmetric about the geometric 

centre plane. However, Holtzman et al. [15] for the first time examined the validity of this 

assumption. The authors pointed out that at low Ra, symmetric solutions are obtained, indicating 

that a symmetry assumption is valid in agreement with the single cell solutions found in previous 

studies. However, as the Rayleigh number increases, a pitchfork bifurcation is observed in which 

two steady asymptotic mirror image solutions can be found. However, it was reported that only 

asymmetric solutions were stable beyond a critical Rayleigh number, if a finite perturbation was 

applied. To confirm the numerical predictions of the flow patterns and the existence of a 

symmetry-breaking bifurcation, a flow visualization study was conducted. The flow patterns 

were observed by slowly injecting smoke into the enclosure. The isotherms and the stream lines 

are plotted in Fig.2 for Ra = 106, Pr = 0.72 and A = 0.5 (top) and A = 0.2. The top inclined walls 

are cooled and bottom wall is heated. It is found that unlike Fig.1 the flow seems to be 

asymmetric along the symmetric line of the geometry. A large dominating convecting cell can be 

seen in the stream lines along the mid plane in both aspect ratio.     

Transient thermal convection in an air-filled isosceles triangular cavity heated from 

below and cooled from above has also been studied numerically by Ridouane and Campo [16] 

for a fixed aspect ratio A = 0.5 over an extensive range of Rayleigh numbers. The influence of Ra 

on the flow and temperature patterns is analyzed and discussed for two contrasting scenarios, 

which correspond to increasing and decreasing Ra. Two steady-state solutions were obtained 



 

 

numerically using appropriate initial perturbations. For increasing Ra, it is confirmed that the 

symmetric flow is achievable at relatively low Ra numbers. However, as Ra is continually 

increased, the symmetric plume breaks down and fades away. Thereafter, a subcritical pitchfork 

bifurcation is created, giving rise to an anti-symmetric plume occurring at a critical Rayleigh 

number, Ra=1.5×105. The evolution of the flow structure with time is studied in detail to 

illustrate how this physical transition manifests. The multiplicity of solutions is not a simple 

theoretical finding, because experimental evidence taken from the specialized literature supports 

it in a convincing manner. The existing ranges of these solutions are reported for both scenarios, 

i.e., increasing and decreasing Ra. The emergence of a hysteresis phenomenon is observed. This 

implies that the critical Ra characterizing the transition from a steady-state solution to another 

steady-state solution depends markedly on the scenario considered. In fact, when increasing Ra, 

this value is equivalent to Ra = 1.5×105, but when decreasing Ra this value decreases to Ra = 

1.0×104. In the subinterval between these two critical values of Ra, both solutions are possible 

depending solely on the initial conditions. Quantitatively, for a fixed Ra in this subinterval, the 

difference in the mean Nusselt number between the symmetrical and the asymmetrical solutions 

is found to be about 1% – 3%. 

Lei et al. [17] studied both experimentally and numerically the natural convection flow in 

an isosceles triangular enclosure subject to abrupt heating from the base and simultaneous 

cooling from the inclined surfaces. The authors used water as the working fluid for flow 

visualization using a shadowgraph technique. The numerical simulation has been carried out for 

a fixed aspect ratio A = 0.5, and a range of Rayleigh numbers. They classified the transient flow 

development in the enclosure into three distinct stages, an initial stage, a transitional stage, and a 

steady or quasi-steady stage in both the experiments and numerical simulations. They claim that 



 

 

the initial stage flow is characterized by the growth of thermal boundary layers adjacent to all the 

interior surfaces and the initiation of primary circulations. The transitional stage flow is 

characterized by the appearance of convective instabilities in the form of rising and sinking 

thermals and the formation of cellular flow structures. The steady-state flow at low Rayleigh 

numbers is characterized by symmetric flows about the geometric symmetry plane, and the quasi 

steady flow at relatively higher Rayleigh numbers is characterized by the pitchfork bifurcation, 

which results in alternative occurrence of convective instabilities from the two sides of the 

enclosure and the oscillation of the upwelling flow near the centre. They also established two 

important time scales from the numerical simulation based of the curved fitting of the data; time 

scale for the steady or quasi-steady flow as 

532.09.8257  Grts  
(1)

 

and the time scale for the transition of the flow from symmetry to asymmetry due to the 

pitchfork bifurcation as follows 

564.041046.9  Grtc  
(2)

 

The authors also established a co-relation between the Nusselt number and the Grashof number 

as 

207.0826.0 GrNu
base

 and 207.0743.0 GrNu
top

  (3)

 

All studies reported for the attic space problem are for the two dimensional domain. The authors 

claimed that two dimensional simulations are good enough to characterize the flow.   



 

 

 Saha et al. [18-20] have demonstrated the heat transfer through the attics of buildings 

under realistic thermal forcing condition. The authors applied a periodic temperature boundary 

condition on the sloping walls of the attic to show the basic flow features in the attic space over 

diurnal cycles. Their numerical results revealed that, the flow in the attic space is stratified 

during the daytime heating stage; whereas the flow becomes unstable at the night-time cooling 

stage. When the Rayleigh number is lower the flow is symmetric. However, as it is seen in [15-

16] for the sudden cooling case, a transition occurs at a critical value of Ra. Above this critical 

value, an asymmetrical solution exhibiting a pitchfork bifurcation arises at the night-time. They 

also claimed that the calculated heat transfer rate at the night-time cooling stage is much higher 

than that during the daytime heating stage. The same authors [21] again studied the fluid 

dynamics in the attic space by focusing on its transient response to sudden and linear changes of 

temperature along the two inclined walls. The authors felt that the transient behaviour of an attic 

space is relevant to our daily life. They applied the sudden and the ramp cooling boundary 

condition on the sloping walls of the attic space. A theoretical understanding of the transient 

behaviour of the flow in the enclosure is performed using the scaling analysis. The authors 

established that a proper identification of the time scales, the velocity and the thickness relevant 

to the flow that develops inside the cavity makes it possible to predict theoretically the basic flow 

features. These features will survive once the thermal flow in the enclosure reaches a steady 

state. They also predict a time scale for the cooling down of the whole cavity together with the 

heat transfer scales through the inclined walls through scaling analysis. The verification of those 

scalings by the numerical simulations has also been performed in their studies.  

 In addition to the above studies, night-time boundary condition is considered by many 

other researchers [43-48]. Omri et al [43] considered the steady natural convection in isosceles 



 

 

triangular cavities heated from bellow by a uniform heat flux. The authors identified three 

important flow mechanisms that drive a circulation in the enclosure. The first mechanism is the 

symmetrical structure of the flow as describe before. This structure is seen when the values of Ra 

is smaller or the isosceles cavity is less wider for all values of Ra. The second mechanism is the 

asymmetrical flow structure. If the Rayleigh number exceeds a critical value an asymmetric 

bifurcation sets in. A dominating large vortex develops inside the cavity. The third mechanism is 

the multi-cellular flow structure in wider cavities (see Fig. 2d.). They also identified a boundary 

layer regime as an effect of the vent area on the thermal exchange. The authors found that as the 

number of cells is increased, the quantity of heat transferred from the bottom to the upper layers 

by convection is increased. The numerical simulation of 3D behaviour of the flow has been 

considered by Ridouane and Campo [45] in a pentahedral spaces. Roy et al. [44] presented a 

finite element simulation for uniform and sinusoidal distribution of the temperature on the 

bottom surface.      

 

3. Day-time heating conditions 

 Unlike night-time conditions, the attic space problem under daytime conditions has 

received very limited attention. This is might be the fact that the flow structure for this type of 

boundary condition is simple. The boundary conditions for day-time or summer-time are that the 

sloping walls of the attic space are isothermally heated and the bottom surface is cooled or 

adiabatic. Flack [3] first investigated the flow dynamics and heat transfer for the day-time 

boundary condition on the triangular enclosure. The author found that under this conditions, the 

flow inside the enclosure remained laminar for Rayleigh numbers up to 4.9  107. It was found 

that the resulting heat transfer data could be correlated with heat fluxes calculated for one-



 

 

dimensional conduction, suggesting that the heat transfer through the enclosure was dominated 

by conduction. Under the daytime conditions, the heat transfer rates and flow velocities were 

significantly lower than those under the night-time conditions. The authors established a co-

relation between the Nusselt number and the Grashof number (Ra/Pr) as 

2
1

cGrcNu   (4)

 

where c1 and c2 were calculated based on the aspect ratios, e.g. for A = 1, c1 = 0.19 and c2 = 0.30.   

With the continuation of the previous work for air conditioning calculation, Asan and 

Namli [9] reported results for steady, laminar, two-dimensional natural convection in a pitched 

roof of triangular cross-section under the summer-day boundary condition. The results showed 

that the aspect ratio has a profound influence on the temperature and flow field. On the other 

hand, the effect of Rayleigh number is not significant for A < 1 and Ra < 105. For small Rayleigh 

numbers, two counter rotating vortices were present in the enclosure and the eye of the vortices 

was located at the center of the half of the cross-section. With the increase of the Rayleigh 

number, a secondary vortex developed and the newly developed secondary vortex pushed the eye 

of the primary vortex further towards the inclined wall. The transition from a two-vortex solution 

to a multiple vortex solution was dependent on the Rayleigh number and the aspect ratio. They 

noticed that near the place of intersection of the cold horizontal wall and hot inclined wall a 

considerable proportion of the heat transfer across the base wall of the region takes place. The 

authors also showed the relationship between the mean Nusselt number, the Rayleigh number, 

and the aspect ratio. 

 Latter, Akinsete and Coleman [22] numerically simulated the attic space with a hot upper 

sloping wall and cooled base. Their aim was to obtain previously unavailable heat transfer data, 



 

 

relevant to air conditioning calculations. This study considered only half of the domain. The 

authors considered two forms of heating on the hot wall including isothermal heating and 

constant heat flux heating. They found that the calculated flow remained laminar in this study, 

which agrees with Flack's [3] experiment for day-time heating conditions. 

 Recently, Saha et al. [23] and Saha [24-25] investigated the fluid flow and heat transfer 

inside a triangular enclosure due to sudden and ramp heating on the inclined walls and adiabatic 

bottom wall scaling analysis and direct numerical simulations for both Pr < 1 and Pr > 1. The 

authors showed that the development of the unsteady natural convection boundary layer under 

the inclined walls might be classified into three distinct stages including a start-up stage, a 

transitional stage and a steady state stage. These three stages can be clearly identified in the 

analytical as well as numerical results. The authors considered an improved new triple-layer 

integral approach of scaling analysis for Pr > 1 [24-25] to obtain major scaling relations of the 

velocity, thicknesses, Nusselt number and the flow development time of the natural convection 

boundary layer and verified by direct numerical simulations over a wide range of flow 

parameters. The new scaling results can properly demonstrate the Pr dependency on the fluid 

flow and heat transfer.  

 Saha and Khan [26] numerically investigated the coupled thermal boundary layers which 

develop on both sides of a partition placed in an isosceles triangular enclosure along its middle 

symmetric line. The authors imposed a sudden temperature difference between two zones of the 

enclosure to trigger the natural convection. The observed from the numerical simulations that the 

coupled thermal boundary layers development adjacent to the partition undergoes three distinct 

stages; namely an initial stage, a transitional stage and a steady state stage. Time dependent 

features of the coupled thermal boundary layers as well as the overall natural convection flow in 



 

 

the partitioned enclosure have also been discussed and compared with the non-partitioned 

enclosure. Moreover, The examined the heat transfer as a form of local and overall average 

Nusselt number through the coupled thermal boundary layers and the inclined walls. 

 There are more studies for the case of day-time heating is available in the literature [27-

42]. Most studies are conducted using numerical simulations and steady state case. However, 

some dealt with experimental observation [30-31, 33, 39]. Anderson et al. [30] confirmed the 

correlation established by Ridouane and Campo [28] given by 

4/1286.0286.0 GrANu   (5)

 

and suggested that this relation might be suitable for predicting the natural convection heat 

transfer coefficients in full scale attic enclosures. Latter, same authors [31] experimentally 

investigated the suppression of natural convection by attaching a single baffle at different places 

along the symmetry line in the attic space. The authors found that the heat transfer coefficient 

changes with increasing baffle length and can be predicted using a modified form of the above 

correlation (5) as, 

2.0
4/1 1286.0286.0 






 

H

L
GrANu  (6)

 

where, L is the baffle length and H is the height of the attic space. Karyakin and Sokovishin [32] 

investigated natural convection in the full domain of the attic space by considering two cases of 

thermal boundary conditions: lateral heating of the enclosure with an insulated base and heating 

from above. The results of calculations agree with the available experimental data given in [33]. 

The lateral heating is also investigated for wide range of aspect ratio and Grashof number both 

experimentally and numerically by Flack et al [39]. 



 

 

 

4. Porous triangular enclosure 

 

 Natural convection of a triangular cavity filled with porous media was first investigated 

by Bejan and Poulikakos [49]. The authors analytically studied the natural convection in a 

wedge-shaped porous layer cooled from above and showed that the flow pattern can differ 

fundamentally from Bénard circulation encountered in constant-thickness horizontal layers. 

Latter,  Varol and co-authors [50-59] comprehensively investigated the steady state natural 

convection in porous triangular enclosures. They applied different types of boundary condition to 

show the suppression and enhancement of the heat transfer. They have added thin fin on the 

surfaces [51-53] and found that the heat transfer significantly reduced in presence of the fin. The 

authors also considered non-uniform heating on the surfaces [55-56] and a square body inside the 

porous cavity.  

 The finite element simulations for the porous triangular enclosure has been performed by 

Basak and co-authors [60-61]. Basak et al. [60] investigated heating effects for two cases 

involving uniform and non-uniform heating of bottom wall in a triangular cavity with the aspect 

ratio 1. They established that the local heat transfer rates at specific locations along the top and 

bottom walls may be enhanced either with uniform or non-uniform heating of bottom wall for 

various Prandtl number regimes corresponding to various materials. The authors also claimed 

that the heating scenarios would be further useful to obtain guideline for efficient material 

processing within triangular cavities.  

 Basak et al. [61] numerically studied the phenomena of natural convection in an isosceles 

triangular enclosure filled with a porous media. They carried out the study in two cases 



 

 

depending on various thermal boundary conditions; firstly, two inclined walls are uniformly 

heated and the bottom wall is isothermally cooled and secondly, two inclined walls are non-

uniformly heated and the bottom wall is isothermally cooled. The authors found that at low 

Darcy numbers the heat transfer is primarily due to conduction irrespective of the Ra and Pr. 

They also found that as Rayleigh number increases, there is a change from conduction dominant 

region to convection dominant region for a specific Darcy number and obtained the critical 

Rayleigh number. For low and high Prandtl number limits they established some interesting 

features of stream function and isotherm.  

 

5. Other studies   

 The study of natural convection in the triangular enclosures due to the localized heating 

and in presence of flush mounted heater or protruding isothermal heater is seen in the literature 

[62-67]. All studies considered the steady state simulations. The heating effects are shown as a 

form of isotherm and streamlines and the heat transfer are shown as the Nusselt number. Studies 

of entropy generation and heat flow using the Bejan's heatline concept are conducted by Basak 

and co-authors [68-70]. They used finite element analysis for the numerical simulations in their 

studies.  Natural convection of heated vertical wall and cooled hypotenuse of a right-angled 

triangular cavity is studied by Ridouane et al. [71]. A double diffusive natural convection is also 

studied by Hari et al. [72] and Chamkha et al. [73].    

 The turbulent natural convection inside the attic space has also been studied [74-76]. 

Ridouane et al. [74] dealt with turbulent natural convection inside an air-filled isosceles 

triangular enclosure which  represents conventional attic spaces of houses and buildings with 

pitched roofs and horizontally suspended ceilings. Their dimensional model corresponds the non-



 

 

dimensional values of Rayleigh numbers equal to 1.58×109 and 5×1010. The authors modelled 

the turbulent flow by a low-Reynolds-number k – model. They found that the average Nusselt 

number associated to the right inclined wall is found to be 25% higher than the corresponding 

value connected to the left inclined wall. Another interesting study of Brownian motion of 

nanoparticles in a triangular enclosure has been investigated by Ghasemi and Aminossadati [77]. 

The authors found an optimum value for the solid volume fraction at high Rayleigh numbers,  

which results in the maximum heat transfer rate. They claimed that this is in contradiction to the 

results of the analysis in which Brownian motion is neglected. 

 

6. Concluding remarks 

 In this study literature related to attic shaped enclosure has been reviewed in details. The 

study on this geometry started from 1979 by Flack [33]. However, recently an increasing 

interests have been developed because of its application of our daily life. Until the year 2000, the 

flow inside the attic space for night-time boundary conditions considered as symmetric. 

Hotlzman et al. [15] first showed the asymmetric behaviour of the flow by both experimentally 

and numerically. This is an interesting phenomena for the fluid flow which is at the regime 

before reaching turbulent. It is found from the above review that most works performed in the 

laminar and transition regimes. However, in reality the air flow inside the real attic seems to be 

turbulent for the higher Rayleigh numbers (Ra > 1010). Therefore, more study should be 

undertaken in this regime. Moreover, for higher Rayleigh numbers, even in the transitional 

regime, the flow might have 3D behaviour. More study on 3D geometry of the attic space is 

required. Above all, Scaling analysis for the sudden/ramp heating and cooling have been 



 

 

performed well with numerical verification. However, scaling for diurnal heating and cooling is 

yet to be unrevealed. 
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Fig. 1. Steady state (a) Temperature contours and (b) stream lines for Ra = 104, Pr = 0.72 and A = 1.0. 

 

  



 

 

    

 

 

 

Fig. 2. Steady state (a-c) Temperature contours and (b-d) stream lines for Ra = 106, Pr = 0.72 and A = 0.5 

(top) and A = 0.2 (bottom).   

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

Table 1 

Selected studies of two dimensional attic space 

References 
Types of 

study 
Aspect 
ratio 

Fluid Pr 
values 

Ra range 
Steady/ 

unsteady  
Temperature 

difference 
Configuration 

[24] 
Scaling & 

Numer. 
0.2, 0.5, 

1.0 
5 - 102 106 - 108 Unsteady 

1 (non-
dimension) 

Two inclined walls are heated & bottom 
is adiabatic 

[23] 
Scaling & 

Numer. 
0.1, 0.2, 
0.5, 1.0 

0.72 
1.5×106 - 
3.0×107 

Unsteady 
1 (sudden), 
min(/p,1) 

(ramp) 

Two inclined walls are heated (both 
sudden and ramp) & bottom is adiabatic 

[21] 
Scaling & 

Numer. 
0.2, 0.5, 

1.0 
0.72 104 - 7.2×106 Unsteady 

10K (sudden), 
0K - 10K (ramp) 

Two inclined walls are cold (both 
sudden and ramp) & bottom is adiabatic 

[18-20] Numer. 
0.2, 0.5, 

1.0 
0.72 

7.2×103 - 
1.5×106 

Unsteady -5.0 - 5.0K T = (295+5sin(2t/P))K on two inclined 
walls & 295K on bottom wall  

[17] 
Exp. & 
Numer. 

0.5 7.06 
4.17×104 - 
3.34×106 

Unsteady 0.2K - 16K Bottom is heated and top walls are cold 

[5] Numer. 0.1-1.0 0.72, 7.1 102 - 105 Unsteady 
1 (Non-

dimension) 
Half domain: bottom wall is heated, top 
cooled and the vertical wall is insulated. 

[6] 
Analyt. & 
Numer. 

0.2 0.72 72 - 72000 Unsteady - 
Half domain: Bottom heated, top cooled 

and insulated vertical.  

[15] 
Exp. & 
Numer. 

0.2, 0.5, 
1.0 

0.71 103 - 105 Steady - 
Bottom heated and top inclined walls 

cooled  
[16]  Numer. 0.5 0.71 103 - 106 Unsteady - Heated bottom, cooled upper walls 

[4] 
Asympt., 
Scaling & 

Numer. 

0.2, 0.4, 
1.0 

0.72, 6.0 
1.4×101 - 
1.4×105 

Unsteady - 
Half domain: Bottom cold, insulated 

vertical & hot upper wall 

[7-8] Numer. 
0.125-

1.0 
0.7 103 - 106 Steady 

1 (Non-
dimension) 

Cold (or hot) bottom wall and hot (or 
cold) top walls 

[13] Exp. 
0.58-
1.73 

0.7 
1.23×105 - 
3.56×106 

- 3C - 4C 
Cold (or hot) bottom wall and hot (or 

cold) top walls 
[34] Numer. 0.577, 

1.0, 1.73 
0.70 7.0×102 - 

2.0×106 
Steady - Two inclined walls are heated (or 

cooled) & bottom is cooled (or heated) 
[33] Exp. 0.58-

1.73 
0.7 2.03×106 - 

6.30×106 
- - One inclined wall is heated and another 

one is cooled while bottom is insulated 
 



 

 

 

 

Table 1 (continued) 

References 
Types of 

study 
Aspect 
ratio 

Fluid Pr 
values 

Ra range 
Steady/unst

eady  
Temperature 

difference 
Configuration 

[44] Numer. 0.5 
0.026-

102 103 - 105 - 
1 (non-

dimension) 
Top inclined walls are cold and bottom 

is heated (isothermal or sinusoidal) 

[14] Numer. 
0.2, 0.5, 

1.0 
0.7 

7.1×102 - 
7.1×1010 

Steady - 

Half domain: cold inclined wall, 
insulated vertical wall and warm bottom 
wall without and with inflow, out flow 

at different locations 

[75] Numer. 0.58, 1.0 0.7 
5.34×103 - 
5.34×106 

Turbulent - 
Half domain: cold inclined wall, 

insulated vertical wall and warm bottom 
wall 

[46] Numer. 1.0, 2.0 0.71 
7.1×102 - 
7.1×105 

Unsteady - Top walls are cold, bottom wall is hot.  

[36] Numer. 0.27-3.73 0.71 103 - 105 Steady 
1 (non-

dimension) 
Inclined walls are heated and base is 

cooled. 

[40] Numer. 0.25-1.0 0.7 103 - 106 Steady - 
Inclined walls are heated and base is 

cooled. 
[43] Numer. 0.18-5.67 0.7 102 -106  Steady - Cold top and heated bottom (heat flux) 

[32] Numer. 0.5-4.0 0.71, 1.0 
7.1×102 - 
7.1×107 

Unsteady - 

(a) bottom adiabatic, inclined walls 
are cold and hot (b) 

hot inclined surfaces and cold 
bottom. 

 
 


