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The 2010 Native American and Indigenous Studies Association Conference  

Bronwyn Fredericks 

The 2010 Native American and Indigenous Studies Conference was held at The 
Westin La Paloma Resort, Tucson, Arizona, USA from 20-22 May. The 
conference was scholarly and interdisciplinary and intended for Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous scholars who work in American Indian/ Native American/ First 
Nations/ Aboriginal/ Indigenous Studies. The 2010 gathering attracted 768 
registrations from the USA, Canada, Hawaii, Mexico, New Zealand and Australia 
and other countries.  

The Australian delegates at this year‟s conference included: Professor Aileen 
Moreton-Robinson, Associate Professor Pat Dudgeon, Dr Bronwyn Fredericks, 
Ms Beryl Meiklejohn, Mr Adam Robinson, Mr Ian Robinson, Dr Maggie Walter, 
Associate Professor Irene Watson and Ms Vicki Grieves. Presentations were 
delivered by Aileen Moreton-Robinson, Irene Watson, Beryl Meiklejohn, Pat 
Dudgeon, Maggie Walter and me. Vicki Grieves took on the job of being the chair 
and discussant of two panel sessions.  

There were several powerful panel sessions at the conference this year. One of 
the most impressive sessions was the panel titled „Whiteness: The Performance 
Dimensions of Race and Power‟. The panel chaired by Maggie Walter was made 
up of the following presenters:  
 

 Chris Anderson, University of Alberta, Canada, Prefiguring and Performing 
Whiteness: The Move from Measuring Aboriginal Ancestry to Identity in 
the Canadian Census 

 Aileen Moreton-Robinson, Queensland University of Technology, Australia 
Bodies that Matter: Performing White Possession on the Beach  

 J. Kehaulani Kauanui, Wesleyan Univeristy, USA, Whiteness as Property 
in the Court of the Conqueror: Office of the Hawaiian Affairs and the State 
of Hawaii, et al v. Jon Kamakawiowo ole Osorio.  

 Brendan Kohowhitu, University of Otago New Zealand was also scheduled 
to deliver his paper titled The Performativity of Patriarchal Whiteness: 
Indigenous Masculinity and the Haka but changed his paper to reflect the 
localised issues in Arizona. 

 Comment on the papers was offered by Robert Warrior, University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA.  



 
These papers were outstanding. The paper by Professor Aileen Moreton-
Robinson created an excitement in the panel session and an electric buzz within 
the conference for several hours. It was a highlight of the conference for many 
people. 
 
While there were several panels which had an Australian presenter, there was 
one all Australian panel session. The panel titled „Australian Indigenous Women 
Engaged I Agendas of Change for Improved Indigenous Health and Well-Being‟. 
The papers included: 
 

 Pat Dudgeon, University of Western Australia, The Resilience and 
Leadership of Australian Indigenous Women through Health and Well-
Being 

 Bronwyn Fredericks, Queensland University of Technology and Monash 
University, How Australia‟s Indigenous People are Positioned with Health 
Service Sites by Our Presence and by Our Absence 

 Beryl Meiklejohn, Queensland University of Technology, Embedding 
Australian Indigenous Perspectives in the Health Curricula to Improve 
Indigenous Health and Well-Being. 

 
Our session was chaired by Maggie Brady and by Vicki Grieves and generated 
much discussion over afternoon tea and beyond. As a result of our presentations 
we made some great contacts and collectively we will be initiating a multi- 
country women‟s health research project.   
 
There were numerous panel sessions, which had three to four people presenting 
over 1¾ to 2 hour time frames. Panels had titles such as: Theorising 
Decolonisation; The Native Food Movement and Food Sovereignty; Holistic 
Perspectives on Health; Indigenous Ethics and Methodologies in Collaborative 
and Community Based Research; Diasporas; Representations of Nationhood; 
Political Community and Indigeneity of the Americas; Red Power; Chasing Truth 
Through Story; and Recognition in a Global Context.  
 
There were also panels that ran across the program and which almost offered a 
form of short course. For example:  
 

 Sovereign Dispositions 1: “Bios and Sympathy” 

 Sovereign Dispositions 11” “Category and Commensuration” 

 Education 1 

 Education 11: Pedagogy 

 Representations 1 

 Representations 11  
 

What I like about the NAISA Conference is its inter-disciplinary nature and the 
high level of scholarship demonstrated by many of the presenters. The NAISA 



Conference offers an array of presentations to choose from and I was able to 
take an interest in a number of areas that I wouldn‟t normally get exposure to. 
For example, I attended the panel session titled „Law-ways‟ chaired by Signa 
Daum Shanks. The papers included:  
 

 Sam Grey, University of Victoria, Canada, Decolonising as Peacemaking: 
Evolving Peace in the „Postcolony‟ from the Just War Theory 

 Carwyn Jones, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand and 
University of Victoria, Canada 

 Irene Watson, University of South Australia, Colonial Translations of 
Aboriginal Culture and Law: A Critical Engagement with the Continuing 
Past. 

 
The three presenters all engaged with their content in interesting ways while 
ensuring audience understanding and connection with their language choice. 
Irene Watson demonstrated precision in analysis regarding the historical 
development of the Charter of Indigenous Rights that was highly appreciated by 
the audience as demonstrated by the number of people who sought dialogue 
with her after the session.   
 
Along with panels there were also a large number of Roundtable sessions at this 
year‟s conference. The Roundtable I made sure I got to was titled „Publishing 
Indigenous Studies: Information Every Scholar Should Know about Getting 
Published‟. The speakers included representatives from several publishing 
presses (University of Arizona Press, University of Minnesota Press and 
University of North Carolina Press) along with people from journal editorial 
panels. I found this 2 hour session on publishing extremely valuable considering I 
had a meeting with an acquisition officer from a publishing press the next day. 
There were over 20 publication presses that publish work within Indigenous 
Studies represented in the Conference‟s Exhibition Hall and several had 
acquisition officers on hand to discuss manuscripts and magnificent displays of 
books that participants could buy.  
 
During the conference participants were all very aware of the tension between 
the State of Arizona and the 22 Indigenous groups whose lands are within that 
State. There was a protest rally against the increased militarisation of the border 
between Mexico and the Unites States on the 21 May at the Border Patrol 
Headquarters in Tucson. Scores of people from the Conference attended the 
rally which lasted more than 4 hours. Local people including members of the 
Tohono O‟odham Nation, whose tribal lands exist on both sides of the USA 
border (including Tucson) feel increasingly terrorised and risk criminalization as 
they move back and forth across the border. In past weeks the Obama 
administration has added to the tension by approving further monies for 
enhanced border protection and law enforcement activities  and mobilising “1200 
National Guard Troops to the US and Mexico border” 
(http://oodhamsolidarity.blogspot.com/).  The NAISA collective were able to stand 

http://oodhamsolidarity.blogspot.com/


on the ground in solidarity with the Tohono O‟odham people against the new 
laws which target them and other minorities along with study the issues and work 
together to collectively develop responses. 
 
Two forums were additionally held at the Conference, one on Thursday evening 
with Tohono O‟odham Nation representatives and their supporters to discuss the 
lived reality of the increased militarization and border controls. The other forum 
was at midday on Saturday with Congressman Raul Grjalva to talk about the 
impact of Arizona‟s new Bill HB 2281 which will see the removal of Ethnic 
Studies. The forum with Congressman Grjalva was to discuss the potential 
effects of the HB2281 on Native American and Indigenous teaching and studies 
at universities across the United States. Robert Warrior, immediate past 
President of NAISA and Director of American Indian Studies at the University of 
Illinois stated about the event, “We wanted to create a platform where members 
could examine the deep-rooted issues that led to the creation of such a 
discriminating and oppressive law that threatens academic freedom” (Warrior 
2010). For more information please see the Tohono O‟odham Nation Solidarity 
website (http://oodhamsolidarity.blogspot.com/).   

 
It would be great if more scholars from Australia could get to the Native American 
and Indigenous Studies Conference in 2011 and the years that follow. This year 
there was only nine of us. We know of numerous others who were unable to 
attend due to difficulties with funding or finding the time to get away from work 
commitments. Discussion did take place at the Native American and Indigenous 
Studies Association Annual Business Meeting that in a few years we might see 
the NAISA Conference held in Australia or New Zealand. This would hopefully 
ensure more Australian and New Zealand participants at this international 
scholarly event. 
 
The next meeting of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association will 
be in Sacramento, California, USA from 19-21 May 2011. Information will be 
posted on the NAISA website (http://naisa.org) as planning progresses. 
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