@ https://ntrs.nasa.gov/search.jsp?R=20120014993 2019-08-30T22:19:23+00:00Z

Title: An Overview of the NOAA Drought Task Force
Author: Schubert, S., K. Mo, C. Peters-Lidard, and A. Wood

Submitted to Climate Diagnostics and Prediction Workshop

Abstract

The charge of the NOAA Drought Task Force is to coordinate and facilitate the various MAPP-
funded research efforts with the overall goal of achieving significant advances in understanding
and in the ability to monitor and predict drought over North America. In order to achieve this,
the task force has developed a Drought Test-bed that individual research groups can use to
test/evaluate methods and ideas. Central to this is a focus on three high profile North American
droughts (1998-2004 western US drought, 2006-2007 SE US drought, 2011- current Tex-Mex
drought) to facilitate collaboration among projects, including the development of metrics to
assess the quality of monitoring and prediction products, and the development of an experimental
drought monitoring and prediction system that incorporates and assesses recent advances. This
talk will review the progress and plans of the task force, including efforts to help advance official
national drought products, and the development of early warning systems by the National
Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS). Coordination with other relevant national and
international efforts such as the emerging NMME capabilities and the international effort to
develop a Global Drought Information System (GDIS) will be discussed.



