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Progress Towards a 2012 Landsat Launch 

 
The Landsat Data Continuity Mission (LDCM) is on schedule for a December 2012 
launch date.  The mission is being managed by an interagency partnership between 
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  NASA leads the development and 
launch of the satellite observatory while leads ground system development.  USGS 
will assume responsibility for operating the satellite and for collecting, archiving, 
and distributing the LDCM data following launch.  When launched the satellite will 
carry two sensors into orbit.  The Operational Land Imager (OLI) will collect data for 
nine shortwave spectral bands with a spatial resolution of 30 m (with a 15 m 
panchromatic band).  The Thermal Infrared Sensor (TIRS) will coincidently collect 
data for two thermal infrared bands with a spatial resolution of 100 m.   The OLI is 
fully assembled and tested and has been shipped by it’s manufacturer, Ball 
Aerospace and Technology Corporation, to the Orbital Sciences Corporation 
(Orbital) facility where it is being integrated onto the LDCM spacecraft.  Pre-launch 
testing indicates that OLI will meet all performance specification with margin.  TIRS 
is in development at the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC) and is in final 
testing before shipping to the Orbital facility in January, 2012.  The ground data 
processing system is in development at the USGS Earth Resources Observation and 
Science (EROS) Center.  The presentation will describe the LDCM satellite system, 
provide the status of system development, and present prelaunch performance data 
for OLI and TIRS.  The USGS has committed to renaming the satellite as Landsat 8 
following launch. 
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