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International Space Station Utilization: Tracking Investigations from Objectives to Results

T.M. Ruttley?, Susan Mayo?, J.A. Robinson®

Since the first module was assembled on the International Space Station (ISS), on-orbit investigations
have been underway across all scientific disciplines. The facilities dedicated to research on ISS have
supported over 1100 investigations from over 900 scientists representing over 60 countries. Relatively
few of these investigations are tracked through the traditional NASA grants monitoring process and with
ISS National Laboratory use growing, the ISS Program Scientist’s Office has been tasked with tracking all
ISS investigations from objectives to results. Detailed information regarding each investigation is now
collected once, at the first point it is proposed for flight, and is kept in an online database that serves as
a single source of information on the core objectives of each investigation. Different fields are used to
provide the appropriate level of detail for research planning, astronaut training, and public
communications. This database can be accessed at http://www.nasa.gov/iss-science/. With each
successive year, publications of ISS scientific results, which are used to measure success of the research
program, have shown steady increases in all scientific research areas on the ISS. Accurately identifying,
collecting, and assessing the research results publications is a challenge and a priority for the 1SS
research program, and we will discuss the approaches that the ISS Program Science Office employs to
meet this challenge. We will also address the online resources available to support outreach and
communication of ISS research to the public.
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