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What is the role of Earth remote sensing and other geospatial technologies in our 

society? 

Recent global events have brought into focus the role of geospatial science and 

technology such as remote sensing, GIS, GPS in assisting the professionals who are 

responsible for operations such as rescue and recovery of sites after a disaster or a 

terrorist act. This paper reviews the use of recent remote sensing products from satellites 

such as IKONOS in these efforts. Aerial and satellite imagery used in land mine detection 

has been evaluated and the results of this evaluation will be discussed. Synopsis of 

current and future ISS Earth Remote Sensing capabilities will be provided. The role of 

future missions in humanitarian use of remote sensing will be explored. 
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