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MIRROR-GRATING TUNING ARRANGEMENT
FOR HIGH RESOLUTION LASERS

ORIGIN OF THE INVENTION

The invention described herein was made in the per-
formance of work under a NASA contract and is sub-
ject to the provisions of Section 305 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, Public Law 85-568
(42 Stat. 435; 42 USC2457).

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Several arrangements have been proposed to elimi-
nate the need for an intracavity beam expander which
improves wavelength selectivity in a tunable laser.
These arrangements are described in an article entitled
“Singlemode operation of grazing-incidence pulsed dye
laser” by Michael G. Littman, Optics Letters, Volume
3, pages 138-140, October 1978. In said article, an ar-
rangement is summarized, consisting of a single diffrac-
tion grating, which is used with a tuning mirror. To
illuminate the full width of the diffraction grating, for
narrow spectral-bandwidth operation, a grazing angle
of incidence is used. In operation, the unexpanded beam
from the cavity is expanded on diffraction by the grat-
ing. Part of the beam is reflected out, while the dif-
fracted beam is directed to the tuning mirror which
reflects a specific tuned wavelength directly back to the
grating. The back reflected beam is diffracted again by
the grating and is returned into the laser cavity.

Also disclosed in the article is an improved arrange-
ment in which tuning is achieved with three successive
beam diffractions, thus enhancing beam tuning. This
arrangement includés two gratings. One is the grating at
the grazing incidence angle. The second grating is re-
ferred to as the Littrow grating.

As is appreciated by those familiar with the art, the
cost of gratings is quite high, while that of mirrors is
relatively very small. Thus, the need for two gratings
increases the overall cost of the tuning arrangement.
Also, in the two-grating arrangement the lines of the
two gratings have to be parallel for proper operation,
thus increasing alignment requirements.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is a primary object of the invention to provide a
new improved tuning arrangement for a tunable laser.

Another object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved tuning arrangement for a tunable laser which is
less expensive and more simply alignable than prior art
arrangements.

These and other objects of the invention are achieved
by providing a tuning arrangement consisting of a single
grating and a pair of flat-faced reflecting mirrors, which
are arranged in a way whereby the single grating , in
addition to expanding the beam, diffracts it three times
before the back-reflected beam returns to the laser cav-
ity. Such an arrangement is less expensive then the
two-grating arrangement, since it requires only one
grating of the holographic type which is relatively inex-
pensive. Also, the alignments and adjustments of the
two mirrors are less complex and less time consuming
than the precise alignment which is required when two
separate gratings are used.

The novel features of the invention are set forth with
particularity in the appended claims. The invention will
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be best understood from the following description when
read in conjunction with the accompanying drawing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The single FIGURE is a cross-sectional side view of
the novel tuning arrangement of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Attention is now directed to the single FIGURE
wherein the novel tuning arrangement of the present
invention, designated by numeral 10, is shown. It con-
sists of a grating 12 of the holographic type, and two
mirrors 13 and 14 with flat front reflective surfaces 13a
and 144, respectively. The mirrors 13 and 14 are adjust-
able for alignment purposes, as will be described hereaf-
ter.

The input to the tuning arrangement is a beam 15
from the cavity of a tunable laser, which may be any
known tunable laser, e.g. a pulsed dye laser, excimer
laser or the like. In the FIGURE the direction of the
beam 15 to the tuning arrangement is designated by
arrowheads 20. In order to maximize the expansion of
the beam by grating 12, the latter is positioned with
respect to the incoming direction of the beam so that
beam is incident on the grating at a large angle, desig-
nated in the FIGURE by 0. Preferrably 6 should be as
close to 90° as practical.

The expanded beam is diffracted by the grating 12
and propogates toward mirror 13, as indicated by arrow
heads 22 at a diffraction angle a. At the mirror surface
13a the once-diffracted beam is reflected toward mirror
surface 144, as indicated by arrow heads 24, and is then
reflected by mirror surface 14a toward the grating 12,
as indicated by arrow heads 26.

The mirrors’ positions are adjusted so that the beam
from mirror 14 is incident on the grating 12 at the Lit-
trow angle, designated as f3, i.e. at an incident angle
which is equal to the diffraction angle. Thus, when the
once-diffracted beam is incident on the grating, after
being diffracted again by the grating 12 the twice-dif-
fracted beam is directed to mirror surface 14a as desig-
nated by arrow heads 28 at the Littrow angle, repre-
sented by 8.

The twice-diffracted beam, when reaching the reflec-
tive surface 14« of mirror 14 is reflected to mirror 13, as
indicated by arrowheads 30. At surface 13a of mirror 13
the twice-diffracted beam is reflected to grating 12.
Thereat, it undergoes a third diffraction. Thus with the
novel tuning arrangement 10 the beam is diffracted
three times. After the third diffraction, the beam, re-
duced to its original size, is directed back into the cavity
for further amplification, as indicated by arrow heads
34.

The portion of the beam 15 which is directed to the
grating and which does not get diffracted to mirror 13
is reflected out of the laser cavity and represents the
laser output, designated by numeral 40.

From the foregoing it should be apparent that in both
the improved tuning arrangement, described in the
above-referred to article, and in the present invention
the beam is diffracted three times for enhanced tuning,
during each pass through the tuning arrangement.
However, in the prior art arrangement two gratings are
needed, which have to be aligned precisely so that their
lines are parallel. In the arrangement of the present
invention only one grating is required. Also, in the
present invention the single grating, which should have
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symmetrical grooves, may be of the holographic type.
Such a grating is relatively inexpensive. In the prior art
arrangement, at least one of the two gratings would
normally be machine ruled, which is very expensive. It
is achnowledged that in the present invention two flat
mirrors are required. However, their cost compared
with the cost of a machined grating is practically insig-
nificant. Also, in the prior art arrangement the align-
ment problems of the two gratings are considerable
compared to the alignment of mirrors 13 and 14 with
respect to grating 12. Thus, the present invention repre-
sents a significant advance over the prior art, both in
terms of cost and alignment requirements.

Although particular embodiments of the invention
have been described and illustrated herein, it is recog-
nized that modifications and variations may readily
occur to those skilled in the art and consequently, it is
intended that the claims be interpreted to cover such
modifications and equivalents.

What is claimed is:
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1. A tuning arrangement for a tunable laser in which
a tunable beam is amplifiable in the laser cavity, the
arrangement comprising:

a single diffraction grating; and

beam steering means comprising first and second

reflective mirrors positionable with respect to said
grating for causing a beam directed to said grating
from said cavity to be diffracted three times by said
grating prior to being redirected to said cavity for
further amplification, said first and second mirrors
being positioned with respect to said single grating
to cause said beam directed to said single grating
from said cavity to be diffracted by the grating and
to be directed to said first mirror and therefrom to
be reflected to said second mirror from which it is
reflected to said single grating at a Littrow angle
with respect to said grating, with the beam after
being diffracted a second time by said grating then
being directed back to said second mirror for re-
flection to said first mirror and thence back to said
grating where the beam is diffracted a third time
before it is returned to said cavity.

2. A tuning arrangement as recited in claim 1 wherein

said grating is of the holographic type.
* * % * *



