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Providing Essential Materials

The New Mineral
Resources Map of
Northern Ireland

A key aspect of sustainable development is the

Althoush minerals unelernin our ooouTEG6, SUch 25 Minerals Thee 9 Aneed to
economy, t-helr extraction can In?paCt ensure that these resources are not needlessly

on the environment. The new Mineral sterilised by other development thus leaving
Resources Map of_Northem Ireland will insufficient supplies for future generations.
prowde p_Ianngrs, 'ndUStry and the wider Following a commission from the Department of
comm_un!ty W“Eh_a powe!'ful new tool the Environment, the Department of Enterprise

to assist in decision-making related to Trade and Investment based Geological Survey
mineral supply and protection of the of Northern Ireland has been working with its
environment. counterpart, the British Geological Survey, to produce

a Mineral Resources Map of Northern Ireland.

The map is intended to assist strategic decision-making
in respect of mineral extraction and the protection
@ of important mineral resources against sterilisation. @
The map has been produced by the collation and
interpretation of mineral resource data principally held

Extract from the Mineral Resources Map of Northern Ireland showing the mineral d Li dy and Ballykelly. Superficial sand and gravel resources
(pink), sandstone (green) and psammitic rocks (purple) along with a small igneous intrusion (red) are depicted. Also shown are the River Roe Special Area of
Conservation / Area of Special Scientific Interest along with the extant Tully Road and expired Tamlaght and Killane sand and gravel mineral planning permissions
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Lagan Cement Lagan Tile

Operating from the most modern facilities in Ireland, Lagan One of the primary roof tile manufacturers in Northern
Cement prides itself in delivering the highest possible standards. Ireland, Lagan Tile delivers choice and quality as standard.

Roadmix Concrete Lagan Sand

The range of quality certified concrete products from Roadmix is The Lagan Group is one of the few operators licensed to
designed to meet the requirements of various construction sectors. extract sand from Lough Neagh in Northern Ireland.

HEAD OFFICE: LAGAN CEMENT PRODUCTS - 11B SHEEPWALK ROAD - LISBURN - BT28 3RD. T: 028 9064 7100

ROADMIX CONCRETE DEPOTS:
COMBER PLANT - BALLYSTOCKART QUARRY - BALLYSTOCKART ROAD - COMBER - CO. DOWN - BT23 5QY
GLENGORMLEY PLANT - 60 BALLYCRAIGY ROAD - NEWTOWNABBEY - BT36 4SX
BLACKMOUNTAIN PLANT - BLACKMOUNTAIN QUARRY - UPPER SPRINGFIELD ROAD - BELFAST - BT1 OLT

www.lagancementproducts.com
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by the Geological Survey of Northern Ireland. As such it
brings bring together a wide range of information, much
of which was not always available in a convenient form.

The Mineral Resources Map of Northern Ireland
comprises six sheets, one for each county (including
county boroughs) at a scale of 1:100,000. The
mineral resource data depicted on these maps

are also available in a digital format for use within

a Geographical Information System (GIS).

Mineral resources are valuable national assets and

are vital to a modern economy. They are essential raw
materials, which underpin many industries including
manufacturing, construction, power generation and
transportation. Global competition for mineral supplies is
increasing. Indigenous mineral resources are, therefore,
critical to the development of a sustainable economy and
it makes good sense to use them where it is economically
viable and environmentally sustainable to do so.
Northern Ireland’s varied geology means it has significant
potential for a wide range of mineral resources including
aggregates, industrial minerals, precious and base metals
and fossil fuels. Minerals, especially aggregates, make a
vital contribution to the economy of Northern Ireland.

Effective planning for the sustainable development

of mineral resources in Northern Ireland requires
knowledge of both their extent and location. The mineral
resources map will allow all stakeholders to visualise the
distribution of mineral resources and to relate them to
other forms of land-use (such as urban areas or nature
conservation areas) or to other factors (such as transport
infrastructure). Specifically, the mineral resources map,
along with the digital data set which underpins it, is
required by planners when developing spatial plans.

Once published, the Mineral Resources Map of
Northern Ireland will be made available for viewing
on the Department of the Environment website.
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