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Disease, predation and stress were the major factors causes mortality of hard corals in 
any reef. The major threat in Kalpeni was found to be a  large scale algal infestation 
over the hard corals. Over fishing in the lagoon, which removes healthy populations of 
algal eating fish as well as the nutrient load can be attributed to this phase shift of the 
reef. Large scale bleaching, ulceration, disease, encrustations by sponges, ascidians were 
also recorded. Bleaching was most commonly noticed in Acropoids and diseases were 
common in the massive Poritids. Disease conditions such as pinking and ulcerative 
syndrome in Porites sp. and Fungia sp.; tissue loss and white band disease in Acropora 
sp.; damage due to trematodiasis, infestation by feather duster worms was noticed. 
Tissue loss and necrotic patches were observed in the blue coral Heliopora coerulea. 
The major factor in habitat destruction is through transport of vessel movement and 
particularly anchorage in the lagoon. Considerable damage is being caused to corals, 
especially massive forms by the stones and iron anchors used by boats in the lagoon. 
Damaged corals are susceptible to colonization by algae and diseases. Anchors are 
deployed indiscriminately without any intention of avoiding coral formations. Increased 
fishing activity in the lagoon using nets also cause excessive damage to branching forms. 
Small scale extraction of corals for using as rubble for building construction by the 
islanders is noticed. Those indulging in the practice did not seem to be aware of the 
protected status of corals.They were using corals as it is a readily available material as 
opposed to other construction material which has to be ferried by ship or boat.


