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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION: I. Considering the whole area, total annual landings
ranges from 17.8 t in 1994 to 643 t in 2016, but the contribution of each individual zone
differs. Landings in GSA 1 are greater than in GSA 6 , and much greater than in GSA 5.
Total annual landings follow an increasing trend since 1994 to 2000, and boosted from
97.1 tin 1998 to 568.4 t in 2000. From 2000 to 2006, the total annual landings wane to
66.0 t, what led to consider that the resource was almost depleted in GSA 6 [2]. Since
then, annual landing value increases continuously to its maximum in GSA 6, whereas
stayed low and constant in GSA 5, and waxed and waned over time in GSA 1 (Fig. 2).

In MEDITS data, a total of 3,268 hauls were registered, with P. longirostris being present
in 773 (23.6%) of them. Positive hauls were used to calculate biomass index per haul,
with values ranging from 0.01 to 57.3 kg/km? and an average of 3.9 kg/km?

Il. Mapping the spatial distribution of biomass index per haul makes evident the

occurrence of P. longirostris in all areas (Fig. 3). Particularly in GSA | and in the South of

GSA 6, but it does also show an increasing latitudinal trend in the North part of GSA 6

during the last years, especially in 2016 (Fig. 4). Depth distribution indicates that the

presence of P. longirostris ranged from 55 to 741 m depth, being more frequent between
S FP LS LTS 200 and 300 m depth in concordance with a previous study [3]. In GSA 5 results indicates
SHCICICIC R R ey fee that P. longirostris populations are located at deeper grounds (Fig. 5).
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