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Brain abscesses and intracranial masses have been regularly
described in horses. Treatment is often difficult and unre-
warding resulting in high mortality rates. Surgical debride-
ment and drainage of a cerebral abscess using parietal bone
flap craniotomy has not been described in equine medicine.
A 2-month old female Warmblood foal was presented with
severe neurological signs of acute onset. Computed tomogra-
phy (CT) revealed a 3x4x4cm cerebral mass in the left brain
hemisphere with remarkable cerebral edema. Craniotomy,
using a parietal bone flap technique, allowed the abscess to
be sampled, drained and lavaged. Immediately post-surgery
the foal showed remarkable clinical improvement. Sample
culture confirmed Streptococcus equi equi infection. The
foal was further medically treated for 6 weeks, leading to
complete clinical and radiographical (CT) recovery. Intracra-
nial surgery in equine medicine is limited. Using a parietal
bone flap instead of partial craniectomy to gain access to the
cerebrum is a less invasive procedure leading to better aes-
thetic results and should be considered to treat cerebral
masses in the horse.



