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The themes of urban liveability and sustainable mobility
have become essential parts of the public debate in Europe
and the rest of the Global North, but they are becoming
increasingly important worldwide. Mayors of larger cities
are taking more and more responsibility, attempting to
make their cities more attractive and healthier for their
inhabitants, without compromising accessibility. From 2025,
Paris, Madrid and Athens will introduce bans on diesel cars,
and in Brussels, the most polluting vehicles may already be
out of town by 2018. Other Western cities, such as London,
Stockholm and Milan, have staged road pricing schemes
for motor vehicles, but there are also successful cases
elsewhere (e.g., Curitiba) and emerging ones (e.g., Moscow,
Mexico City). All these cities are places where people want
to meet, work, attend school or spend time together in all
kinds of healthy, safe and pleasant ways. However, where
people want to come together, cars are also gathering, as
aresult of which city centres are losing their appeal. The
Danish urban designer Jan Gehl has already noticed this: he
has stated that cities need to be designed for people, not
for cars. By banning cars from the city, but maintaining the
accessibility of the centre by providing alternatives, we can
restore the attractiveness of our cities.

Meanwhile this awareness is no longer confined to the
Western world, as is evident from the best practices that
the students participating in the workshops outlined in this
book sought out. Bus rapid transit systems are emerging
in Africa and the Middle East, in a range of countries that
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are attempting to invest important resources to solve
mobility issues despite other urgent needs: for example,

the phenomenon is emerging in Lagos (Nigeria), Marrakech
(Morocco) and Amman (Jordan), while a tram network is
being built in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia). The intentions are
similar in most of the cases: making the city more attractive
as a place to live and as an economic centre, enhancing its
accessibility to more people, and mitigating the nuisance
and environmental impact of traffic and taking the
opportunity to drive the urban development in a positive way.

Whether talking about the cities of the Global North
or South, turning this story into practice requires well-
educated and trained technicians and policy makers,
including experts who manage to unite the disciplines
of transport planning and urban design practice. Having
been in school for a long time is not enough: this is
about a discipline that one can only learn by doing. Since
standard solutions lead nowhere, it is also important
for students to get in touch with other contexts, to
discuss with professionals with different points of view
and to experiment with solutions that challenge their
own perspective. Travels, exchanges and international
partnerships certainly play an important role in developing
innovative solutions to urban liveability and mobility.

That is probably even more important in the case of
Palestine, where many youths and students are physically
cut off from the rest of the world by the unresolved Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Despite the high educational standards,
digital communication and the intensive thinking taking
place within the various municipal councils, with ministries
of mobility and urban development, as a matter of fact
students in Palestine have few opportunities to incorporate
personal international experiences during their studies.

Moreover, Western European students are often not
used to working in an environment with limited resources,
an uncertain political framework, or with lots of externally
imposed constraints. In short, an exchange between Belgian
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and Palestinian students and their collaborative work could
not only further develop their knowledge of transport and
spatial planning mutually, but also, from our perspective,
refine the Belgian skills in finding spatial and technical
solutions in a creative, yet highly contextual manner.

That aspect is particularly clear from the results of
the research in the design workshops, of which this book
includes a fine sample. It is wonderful to see how, through
the process of analysis and design, the centrality of cars
slowly faded into the background while pedestrians, public
transport and spaces gained ground. For example, the
identity and the symbolic value of places like Yasser Arafat
Square emerged strongly, eventually overwhelming the
current role of the square as a crowded junction. Solutions
are sought to get cars and shared taxis out of the centre,
and to organize and concentrate parking areas. Vacant,
fragmented or underused spaces in the city are no longer
viewed as mere opportunities to realize new developments
or to provide temporary parking space, but they can be
turned into collective hard or soft spaces to increase the
environmental quality for pedestrians. These proposals,
which often originate in urban design theory and practice,
however, did not prevent participants from developing
proposals on hard road infrastructure issues as well.

The questions of how bus lanes are best designed, whether
lane widths are appropriate, how pedestrian crossings
should be implemented, and the roles of bus stops and
light controlled junctions with priority schemes were all
addressed thoroughly.

Finally, we are looking back on this experience in a
very satisfied way. We have worked on mutual capacity
building and progressive insight, and for both the students
and the accompanying teachers and professors this was
a memorable experience. We look forward to a sequel,
in which we hope Palestinian students, in turn, will have
the opportunity to benefit from a similar experience
abroad in Belgium.
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