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The moderating role of gender and autism severity. Our sec-
ond research question dealt with the moderating role of child
gender and autism severity on the longitudinal relations. To
this end, multigroup analyses were conducted evaluating
whether similar cross-lagged relationships were found across
child gender and the two autism severity groups (i.e., those
with lower versus higher SCQ-current scores at T1). For
both gender and autism severity groups, we compared con-
strained models (i.e., models in which the parameters for

the cross-lagged paths were held constant across groups) to
unconstrained models (i.e., models in which the parameters
are allowed to vary across groups) evaluating the Satorra–
Bentler scaled chi-square difference test (SBS x2D).

Gender did not moderate the relationships between
negative control and behavioral problems, SBS x2D (8) ¼
14.890, p ¼ .06 for externalizing, SBS x2D (9) ¼ 12.212,
p¼ .20 for internalizing, nor the relationships between positive
parenting and behavioral problems, SBS x2D (8) ¼ 12.377,

Figure 2. Model of the relationships between negative control and externalizing problems. Standardized path coefficients are presented.
Significant relationships are presented in full lines; nonsignificant relationships are presented in dotted lines. T1, Time 1; T2, Time 2; T3,
Time 3. †p , .10. *p , .05. **p , .01. ***p , .001.

Figure 3. Model of the relationships between negative control and internalizing problems. Standardized path coefficients are presented.
Significant relationships are presented in full lines; nonsignificant relationships are presented in dotted lines. T1, Time 1; T2, Time 2; T3,
Time 3. *p , .05. **p , .01. ***p , .001.

Figure 4. Model of the relationships between positive parenting and externalizing problems. Standardized path coefficients are presented. Sig-
nificant relationships are presented in full lines; nonsignificant relationships are presented in dotted lines. T1, Time 1; T2, Time 2; T3, Time 3.
*p , .05. **p , .01. ***p , .001.
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