GOLDSMITHS Research Online

Conference or Workshop Item

Ward, Matt

The fate of things to come

You may cite this version as: Ward, Matt, 2008. 'The fate of things to come'.
In: London calling., Universitat der Kunste, Berlin, Germany, . [Conference or
Workshop Item]: Goldsmiths Research Online.

Available at: http://eprints.gold.ac.uk/4660/

This document is the author’s final manuscript version of the journal article,
incorporating any revisions agreed during peer review. Some differences
between this version and the publisher’s version remain. You are advised to
consult the publisher’s version if you wish to cite from it.

Copyright © and Moral Rights for the papers on this site are retained by the
individual authors and/or other copyright owners.

http://eprints-gro.goldsmiths.ac.uk
Contact Goldsmiths Research Online at: lib-eprints@gold.ac.uk



http://eprints.goldsmiths.ac.uk/
mailto:lib-eprints@gold.ac.uk

e

K P sop




assumptions




i
y -

o

[ d 'k
NG
.00 7'

2/ .

v
5

|

|

e J
e
-w

A TS Y 4",\
.ﬂ‘ "" £ l RN .l‘j"‘
y f#{ ? el TR -SE_Q \s

S
3 - »
» - & L]






ORIENS,

LELTT L coenen
¥ a6

VTOPIAE

TYPVS, EX
Nrrsitrinse  Ragohashs Biythladaes |
Diseraptuone .‘; [ s e,
Dirlinratione braharm - Orteliy,

= "5} . B
’&“&‘u)%?t-

- )

13 VIRO:Jo: M AT T
THAS WACKHERIO A WACK
ENFELS SAC, Cesd MT CONE!
RS TIARIOET EFT WRATISLAV
CANCELLAR,

Amico optatifitim

fIr thetede  debodets LA S‘LP TEMTRI()

Ey ':1 uu-.L "m’tl!

\i\u_:qm: wru.

Her &a Viopa off; ors pacis wides Awerss,

Jufistse, o fires portus ot ove KFosy.

Laa.u M‘ frrras l,'}JL

W uua hie /I Wea Feats [

Lifrnt Raphad | Digrgins Mot | Ay
Call Driles TTa Jrewr g wh_

AD SPECT? \'1

St Al

T Tt e T

- ORI
S A A o o o s L

:'1
4
3
23\
g
24
M

CCswl

s L RLLE

FoTCoC-CoC

OREM,

T w th-l

el _v$4tar'

- o Lvu P/

AMow e w

mm

——













- Sasted gy
' i)




Utopia as a fictional,

ideal society




Utopia as a construction of
alternative organisation

(Parker Et. Al, 2007)



















“Thus, trained in all learning, the
mind of the Utopians are
exceedingly apt in the invention of

the arts which promote the
advantage and convenience of life”




Designers are really powerful?!?
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CONTROL AND POWER




“Accordingly they [critical utopias] attempt
to realise the contours of a desired future
society in their very textual form via
incorporation of elements of contradiction,
ambiguity, and openness. In doing so, they

disrupt the unified and homogeneous
narrative of the traditional utopia and
demonstrate the multiplicity of possible
futures.”

Tom Moylan Dark Horizons: Science Fiction and the Dystopian Imagination.
Routledge, 2003, p26




“The transformative potential of Utopia depends
on locating it in the future, on thinking through
the process of transformation from the present,

and identifying the potential agents of
transformation”

Ruth Levitas in Tom Moylan Dark Horizons: Science Fiction and the Dystopian Imagination.
Routledge, 2003, p14
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“The tuture 1s like a dead wall or a thick
mist hiding all objects from our view”

Hazlitt, 1822




Planning and projecting
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Divination, prophesy, prediction,
forecasting, foresight and scenario planning




“future i1s not a noun, it’s a verb”

Bruce Stirling




Designing Futures




Conjecture, creation, colonisation

and control




Personal Helicopter and

ThlS 1S your future 3D Color TV Wall Panel Slide-back Roof Roof Landing Area Moving Stairway House-control Panel
~

R Pty A u

-'>=-c-.-

Glass Walls Dust-free Floors Menu Selector Giant-size Fruit . o Electrical Heat Unit
Ultrasonic Laundry 2

and Microwave Stove Phono-vision Receiver

As with history, ‘visions of the future’ tell us a lot

about the values, hopes and desires of the present
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What kind of society will we be

living in?
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Stuffed futures®

* After Mike Michael
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Designer as agent of

change




Contested futures




Contingent futures




How does design

engage 1n these
futures?




Negotiating

expectations




Tight curl futures




‘Long now’
futures




Utopian futures:
contentful, value laden




Dystopian futures:
provocative, scare mongering







Empirical examination
and projection

The Future







“Over 55’s spend £195M a year on improving their sex lives”

“Almost a quarter of men and women in England are now obese
and the proportion is forecast to grow to 60 per cent by 2050”

“By 2050 one third of Europe’s population will be over 60”
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The Route to 5 a-day

Healthy blood, healthy bones, healthy heart, healthy body and a
peaceful mind: all thanks to the healing powers of sex. Next time
you're in the mood let her know you've got the doctor on your

side!

The NHS is launching a brand new campaign to get people to have
more sex, because of these benefits, for more advice about how to

get your ‘5 a-day’ please find your nearest clinis overleaf.

Your Local Clinic

Dr Berman & Partner
58 Vesta Road, London,
SE42NH

Tel: 020 7639 0654

The Medical Centre

24 Laurie Grove, London,
SET46NH

Tel: 020 8692 6427

St Johns medical Centre

56 - 60 Loampit Hill, Lewisham,
London, SE137SX

Tel: 020 8692 1354

Dr Butler

42 Gellatly Road, London,
SE145TT

Tel: 020 7639 1027

Mornington Surgery

433 New Cross Road, London,
SE146TD

Tel: 020 8692 8299

Honor Oak Group Practice
20 Turnham Road, London,
SE42LA

Tel: 020 7639 9797

Deptford Medical Centre

2 Pearsons Avenue, London,
SE146TG

Tel: 020 8692 0033

Deptford Medical Centre

2 Pearsons Avenue, London,
SE146TG

Tel: 020 8692 0033

Jayram Surgery

504 New Cross Road, London,
SE146T)

Tel: 020 8694 1331

Clifton Rise Medical Centre
27 Clifton Rise, London,
SE146ER

Tel: 020 8692 1387

The Queen Road Partnership
387 Queens Road, London,
SE145HD

Tel: 08444 127296

Waldron Teaching Practice
Stanley Street, London, SE84BG
Tel: 020 3049 3630

Dr Batra’s Practice

Waldron Health Centre, Stanley
Street, London, SE84BG

Tel: 020 3049 3650

Amersham Vale Training
Practice

Waldron Health Centre, Stanley
Street, London, SE84BG

Tel: 020 3049 3600

Sexual Health

For the over 55's



“it 1s the gaps, ruptures and voids that act as
‘stimuli or propellants for the reader's
imagination’ (Dolezel, 1995). With this
approach it calls into question the need for
careful selection of the routes and traces we

make throughout the network, how we stay
silent in the our representations of

99
tOmOI'I'OW Ward, M. & Wilkie, A. (2008) Made in Criticalland




Designer as material-semiotic

storyteller




Design can be seen as ‘starts’ or ‘departures’ in the
material relationships of objects: trajectories of a

conceptual life and propellants for the imagination.
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New Stories by
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Revital Cohen, Life Support
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THERE IS NO GENE FOR THE HUMAN SPIRIT
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Diegetic Prototype

Kirby, D. 2003
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“[Scientists'] Warnlngs ‘went unh -o antl Fecent |
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films, Armageddon and Deep Impac:,’g sh&w Farth ng rava
by such impacts. The publicity prompted gCIEIItlStS at the Hti%
National Space Centre (BNSC) to investigate thesisk, and t_};_ey

report is said to have startled the government into action.”
(Leake & MacAskill, 1999)
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Fictional representation and

perceptval reality










Utopia as an expression
of the ‘principle of hope’

(Bloch, 1986)




