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Division of the Rural Space in Japan

Shozo YAMAMOTO and Akira TABAYASHI

The Japanese rural regions changed remarkably after the 1960’s following the urbanization
and industrialization brought about by rapid ecconomic growth. In addition to the direct
influences of urban growth, such as the expansion of residential and industrial areas and the
increase of various kinds of large urban facilities, there was a large scale absorption of farm
laborers by the urban industrial sector, and part-time farmers increased in number. Non-farm
occupations have become so important that they are now major in farm managemnt,

It is difficult to represent the rural regional characteristics only through the examination
of farming activities. In order to portray the present rural regions more realistically, we need
to adopt an approach which includes an analysis of sid jobs, as well as farming activities. The
objective of this paper is to divide the rural space of Japan based on the regional differences
of the employment strucuture of the farming population, that is, the combination of economic
activities engaged in by the members of farming families.

At the beginning, an analysis of sample villages of Toyama prefecture in the Hokuriku
district {acing the Sea of Japan was carried out. These villages are located in different envi-
ronments and situations. As a result, five ideal types of employment structures were found.
According to experiential decisions of local geographers and agricultural administrators, we
confirmed the distribution of each ideal type of employment structure. Then, the division of
rural space of Toyama prefecture was carried out based on the distribution patterns. The same
method was repeated for all prefectures in Japan. For one prefecture a number of divisions
by different persons were tried and compared to one another to avoid a strong personal bias.
Finally we completed the division of the rural space in Japan.

The division largely depended on experiential or subjective images of rural space made
by well-informed geographers and agricultural administrators. This is due to the fact that we
could not find any appropriate statistic sources and unfortunately did not recognize any real
regional unities of employment structure from a combination of various statistics. Since several
maps of the division determined by different persons were very similar and the types of ideal
employment strucutures of one prefecture coincided with those of other prefectures, the present
method of division can be considered to be reliable.

Under the provisions of the ideal types of employment structure of the farm population,
the following seven spatial types were set up : A, A, B, C, D, E and F type space. In addition
to these seven types, both E and F type space are divided into three sub-types ! E,, E; and E;
type space and Fy, F,, and Fy type space. D type space is also divided into four sub-types :
D., D D; and Dy type space. The distribution pattern or the division of rural space is shown
in Figure 3.

A type space is so-called agricultural region within a city, where such intensive and
highly profitable farming as garden tree and bomsai growing, perishable vegetable cultivation

and fluid milk production are popular. Farmers and their {amilies also have various opportu-
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nities for side businesses: managers of apartment houses, parking lots and storage houses;
and employees of government or private companies. This type is found in the vicinity of
Tokyo, Nagoya, Kyoto and Osaka, all of which are metropolitan areas with populations of
more than two million.

In A type space heads of farm families and often other family members commute to
urban industrial jobs and yet continue to work on their farms in the evening on weekends,
and during annual holidays from the factories. The farmers continue to keep their farm
lands in expectation of higher values of the land in the future. This type space corresponds
to the suburbs of large- and medium-size cities where urban spraw! is rapidly going on.

B type space, usually surrounding A type space, extends over the alluvial plains in Japan.
This space is referred to as urban shadow. Landscapes here are quite rural, but economic
activities contain many urban elements. Most farmers believe that their way of life is farming,
but actually about 60 to 80 per cent of their income is from side businesses. In the 1960’s
both farmers and their wives began commuting to city-based factories or small factories in the
countryside because public and private transpertation facilities were much improved, various
factcries increased in number even in the countryside, and working hours were reduced due
to mechnization and land consolidation.

QOutside of the B type space, C type space is distributed. The site of this type is often
hilly lands, and {farmers here originally engaged in rather small scale farming and side jobs such
as charcoal making, forestry, bamboo and straw processing, etc. At present farm families in C
type space combine rice cultivation with daily wage labor in construction. Their villages are
too far from nearby cities to commute by ordinary methods of transportation and they very
often use micro bus cooperatively. It takes them more than an hour to arrive at thier place
of work.

In D type space farm families still regard farming activities as the most important, and
they obtain their main income from farming. Farmers in D, type space are engaged in com-
mercial and highly profitable farming. They are the only farmerlike farmers in Japan. D,
type space covers the large areas of Hokkaido, the apple and orange producing regions in
Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu and vegetable regions in suburban areas or high-cool uplands.
D, type space has some incidence of side businesses such as working away from home especially
during winter, but their main income is from farming, mainly rice cultivation. D, type space
is in the central plain of the Hokkaido district, and in the rice producing regions in the Tohoku
and the Hokuriku districts. D; type space and D, type space are characterized by subsistence
farming. Farm families in the former combine farming with daily wage labor in construction,
and those in the latter live on wages {rom work away from home in addition to farming. D;
and D, type spaces are widely distributed in hilly regions in the Tohoku, the Shikoku, the
Chugoku and the Kyushu districts which are in remote areas far from main urban centers.

In E type there is little employment for village boys and girls who finish junior or senior
high school and they have to leave home to find jobs. Their parents are engaged in subsistence
farming, forestry and seasonal wage labor away from home. Generally there are two kinds of
seasonal wage labor. One is technical labor (E, type space) which has a long tradition, that

1s sake brewers, crewmen, carpenters, plasters, divers, etc. The other is non-technical labor
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(E, type space) which rapidly increased after the 1950°s with the increase of urban construction.
Both types are distributed in mountanous remote regions, and some of them are severely suffering
from depopulation.  The depopulated regions are classified here into E; type space.

Farm families are engaged in self-employment such as recreational industries (F, type
space), fisheries (I, types space) and domestic industries (F, type space) yet they continue
farming. The most important side business of F, type space are Minshuku {(cheap lodging
facilities operated by farmers or fishermen) which are operated for the use of swimmers, skiers,
hikers and mountain climers. Therefore, this space is found along the coasts especially near
the metropolitan areas of Tokyo, Osaka arnd Nagoya, or mountainous regions near the Japan
Alps. Farmers in I, type space depended on both fihsing farming, and this space is, of course,
located along the coasts. Near the metropolitan regions F, type space was transformed into,
F, type space during the period of rapid economic development in the 1960’s. There are
various kinds of domestic industries, popular ones are weaving, chinaware making and woodwor-
king. F; type space is found mainly in the western part of Japan.

The rural spaces explained above are generally distributed around metropolitan centers
such as Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka. The distribution pattern is a series of concentric rings or
belts of different space types around metropolitan centers. A type space is located within city
space and then C and E appear successively from the city. D and F type space are located in
specific areas with appropriate physical, social and economic conditions. It can be concluded
that this concentric pattern is chiefly determined by the opportunities for side businesses and
thus the central cities which provide various jobs for farmers play an important role in the
formation of such a spatial pattern. In addition it is obvious that the spatial pattern is also
inﬁuenced by such physical conditions as landforms, soils and climate, historical background,
cultural tradition, etc. The concentric pattern of rural space centering on metropolitan centers

is theoretic, but actually it is deformed by various factors mentioned above.
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