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In-service Training Program for Novice Teachers of Special Needs Schools:
Focus on Off-the-Job Training of a Prefectural Board of Education

Yukari UTSUMI" and Takao ANDO™

This study aimed to investigate the content changes of novice teachers’ training programs for special
needs schools and discuss the annual plan devised by one prefectural board of education. This program
was introduced in 1992 in Japan. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
formulated guidelines for the program. Each of the boards devised their annual plans following these
guidelines. The program has on-and off-the-job components. The focus and results of the off-the-job
component are implementing swift changes in the program as per national policies and requirements in
the special needs education system and medical care as well as solving current special needs education
problems, with special focus on providing education for children with severe and multiple disabilities.
Currently, the duration of the program is three years. The content for second and third year comprises
many practical activities to help improve teaching skills. The results showed that the oft-the-job
training component helps in providing fundamental knowledge and improving teaching skills. Further,

a future consideration of the study is to link on-and off-the-job components.

Key words: novice teachers training, off-the-job training, teachers of special needs schools
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