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Acquisition of Vocal Imitation and Naming Skills Using Mora in a Young Child
with Autism Spectrum Disorder

— Effects of Mora Rhythm Tapping Procedures —

Tomoko OISHI", Ginga SASAKI"™ and Fumiyuki NORO™*

Instruction for vocal imitation of names of things was provided to a young child with autism

spectrum disorder, by using mora rhythm tapping. The effects of each component of the intervention

procedures on vocal imitation based on mora were investigated. Furthermore, possible transfer of

stimulus control to naming skills was also assessed. First, pronunciations were evaluated, and then,
voices with mora rhythms, tapping models by the instructor, and child’s guidance in tapping, were
successively presented to the child. As a result, accurate vocal imitation and naming skills were more
effectively achieved by the instructor and the child tapping a card to mora of the voice model,
compared to presentation of the voice model by the instructor. The above results are discussed [rom the
perspective of clarifying discriminative stimuli in vocal expressions and the transfer of stimulus

control.

Key words: autism spectrum disorder, mora rhythm tapping, vocal imitation, naming
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