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Understanding the Making of a Modern Village through a Municipal Official’s Work Journals:

Introduction and Translation of Minatoke Monjo Archives in Akita Domain
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The objective of this paper is to make public the translation of the Minatoke Monjo Archives and to show the
process of formation of a modern village at the beginning of the Meiji period by an analysis of these archived
documents.

During the Edo period, regional village units in the Akita Domain consisted of one hongo village and multiple
shigo villages under the rule of the hongo. The village officials of the hongo were called kimoiri. The Minatoke family
have long kept the old documents, as the kimoiri of Arase Village (which is now Ani-arase District, Kita-akita City,
Akita Prefecture).

Furthermore, the Minatoke family continued to play an important role in the newly established village
government as kocho and sodai even after the Meiji restoration. For this reason, the Minatoke Monjo Archives
consist of many documents from the post-Meiji restoration period.

In this paper, the translation of a daily journal on the conduct of day-to-day government work by Minato Yukichi
(1841-1910) in the Minatoke Monjo Archives is presented, and the following conclusions are drawn from the analysis
of the journal.

First, the regional network of hongo and shigo formed in the Edo period had actually remained and still functioned
until the beginning of the Meiji period. Representatives such as gocho and sodai were appointed in shigo villages, and
worked together with the representative of the hongo in running the regional village government. Secondly, the
hongo and shigo organized yoriai as a place for decision making. In the yoriai, such topics as sharing of expenses,
building schools, and the construction of bridges and roads, were frequently discussed. The hongo and shigo also
worked together in implementing a land tax reform.

These findings indicate that the regional network of village units formed in the Edo period did not dissolve in the
Meiji period, but rather had become the base-units for the new municipalities in the municipal mergers that followed.

Keywords: modern village, network of village units, municipal official’s work journals, yoriai, land-tax reform
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