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A Consideration on the Current Circumstances of Introducing
International Baccalaureate Education to Japan
With a focus on the Diploma Programme

Jun KAWAGUCHI
Chika EBATA

This study focuses on the process of introducing the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme
(DP) to schools in Japan. The purpose of this study is to describe barriers that accompany the introduction of
the DP in “Article One” schools (Schools mandated to offer a Japanese National Curriculum.).

In Japan, the government has promoted the introduction and expansion of IB DP, so the number of IB World
Schools has been on the rise. There are currently 39 schools that are authorized to offer IB programmes in Japan
and 14 Article One schools implement DP. There is no question that barriers could be expected with the
introduction of DP because Japanese 1B World Schools are required to comply with the national curriculum as
well as the IB curriculum.

Data was collected through a questionnaire survey sent to IB World Schools that have introduced DP in
Article One schools as well as from interviews conducted with a school principle and 8 teachers who have
teaching experience in an IB World School.

According to the research, barriers are classified by the following

(1) operation management of [B Education
(2) allotment of school management duties
(3) knowledge on IB in Japan.

Especially in state schools, costs for implementing the IB are recognized as prohibitive. Also recognized as
problematic is the DP for entrance into Japanese higher educational institutions.

Introducing IB programmes can cause a divide between teachers in cases where implementation of the 1B
comes through top-down procedures. Implementing 1B Education requires a significant amount of time in
planning, understanding and incorporating necessary changes. There is also the question of how to distribute
positions of leadership.

Understanding the current circumstances of introducing IB and overcoming barriers are necessary.

Discussions about how to merge IB Education and Japanese educational experiences are vital and somewhat
urgent for the success of the merger (277 words).
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