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PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND THEIR USES,

The public library,es all other secial institutions,has undergone many

chenges in its growth , At first these libraries were formed for the purpose

of preserving books and documents,rather then as & means of providing reading
for the public., It is impossible to stste when the first collection was made,
but indications of such collections ere found in the inscription:. bricks and

teblets buried in Egypt,which scholers todey have agreed,belonged to & period

| es fer back a&s the year 2000 B.C. It would seem that the history of publie

libraries would dete from the first forms of writing,as people heve saved their

books since they have had any to save,
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Perheps the earliest recorded collection of books is the one of an Egyp-—

tien king,Remeses I1,1400 B.C., which bore the inscription,“"Dispensery of the
Soul*,showing how eerly the librery ceme to be recognized as a force in civil-

izetion. Meny of these eesrly collections were of cley,baked brick, and later

the pepyrus end parchments.,Some of them were very well regulated;the books were

cetalogued and errenged systemmtically on the shelves,many of them being cheined.

Scattered records of different libraries ere found from now on,in ifrica and
Asia,these countries,rather than Europe;teking the lead.

Perheps one of the most noted of the early libraries is the Alexandrian

librery,which wes destrpyed ebout £.D.640. There js much dispute over the library

the number of volumes varying from seven to one hundred thousand,but it would
seem more probable to suppose that it contained even less then seven th-usand,

unless each chapter,as was sometimed the custom,wes considered as a volume,

The monsstaries have been of the grestest aid in tracing back the historg

of libreries,as it was there that the collections were kept daring the periods of

revolutions,until the revival of learning when they were preserved at a2ll.
These copies were often very imperfect and poorly written,but they serve &s the

connecting link through this period.The order of the Benedictines was the

leader in the revivel of lesrning end very valu

able libraries have been established




through their efforts. But these were not public collections.It was not until &

greet meny years after the work of these monks thet libraries in any sense,be-
ceme publiec.,
Benjemin: Franklin was the first to stert into sction,the movement which
ended in the esteblispment of a library.This was a subseription librery,and not
free to any one at first;thet is,they could not draw out the books without pay=-
ing & fee, but after it wes sterted,those instrumentel in founding it,were zllowed. |
the free use of g1l that it conteined, It was founded in 1731,and from & sub-
scription librery,graduslly developed,little by little,up to the position it
now holds,thet of the largest proprietary library of imerice.By some persons,
this might not be considered the first publie library,but rather,the one which
wes Pitst supported by funds,derived by texetion;but Frerklin's certeinly was
the peginning of the public libmary spirit,for it was founded for the purpose of
a greater degree of intelligence,being more readily accessible to the publie,
his librery being open to zll who wished to come and use it. From this stert,the
library hes been repidly edvanced until we heve them as they appear today,lerge,
well selected collections for the sdvancement and amusement of lthe public,es- |
pecially that portion uneble to procure libreries for their private use,
We have seen that the libreries were founded chiefly for the purpose of
providing & means for supplying good literature to the general public.There are
meny foctors which enter into the success of & librery end emong the first that
might be considered would be the bullding iteelf,

The librery building should be & large,well lighted structure with sepa-

| rete reading rooms. Where there ere more than one reading room,one should be

| reserved especially for the children,es it is found to be more egreeable to

| everyone concerned. The catealosuing system should be simple,but complete, end 1t
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| is pleasenter for the reader where he ca&n go to the book stecks himself.There 4
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should be good order meinteined in e11 the rooms, The situstion of the building l

is 21so important.It shpuld be in a quieter part of the city,but not so far
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|from the business portions as to,inconvient for the lsborers or the business ‘ -

|men.

Perheps the most important fector in connection with the library @& the
librarian jso-mich depends upon her, To begin with,the librarian s~ ould hauwe &
good general educestion,be well posted ppon books,and one who understands readily
the persons who use the books.She cen have & great influence on the choice of
books reed,if she is tectful end understends the persons .with whom she deals.
5o often the librarian is referred to when the reader does not know just whet
he wants. If the librarien has noted the class of books he reads,she will know
just whet to suggest;end if those previously drawn out were not,perheaps,the
best of thet class,she may be the means of persueding him to read of e
better,by her suggestions, She should be pleasent and willing,end keep in mind
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the demands of the people,so when new books sre to be ordered,something that

they want will be produced. inother way in which she might meke the library |
more etl!rective would be to place in & prominent place,some erticles or books
beering on & leading event,either in our own history,or in that of some foreign
country.

The books we read,influence our lives to a greater or lese extent.If so, ; il
then,the higher our stendeard of reeding,the better we will be, Schodl children

for
as well as newsboys,come to the librarian for books,either reference or amusment
Older students end grown persons come also, but with this last class her :'Lnf'lueenmeﬂ"j
will not be so grest, She will also be consulted when new books sre to be ordered
end here she should use her greatest influence to procure the best books of all
kinds,

The librariens influence extends elso to the prison.She mey be able to i b
meke special errengements &s to the terms on which books eare loaned ,Then her help
in c¢hoosing the books should be cerefully given,The book sent,of course,depends ; | i
upon the pergon who is to reed it, If e prisoner is fond of neture,he might enjoy
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"Tn God's Out-of-Doors”,while snother prisoner would herdly look at it. So she
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kust be careful in her choice and to whom they are sent. Ihe books mey not do




any good, but it is for the librerien and the person who distributes them to see

thet they do no harm, &ll the books should be good,morzl ones, whether amusing

or serious., The opportunities zre gresater in the penitentionaries,where the inz

| mates remain & much longer time,giving an opportunity for introducing the more

gerious &nd helpful books,

The help of the librarisn may also be given to the minister of & community
either in writing his sermons by furnishingcbooks or references,or by putting
into circuletion some articles thet might interest the people in his sermons.ilso
she might be eble to introdut¢e Christianity into some home where it is not known
by her suggestions or books.

On the privete home,the public librery should not have as grest an influ-

ence as it often does,especielly among the poorer clesses ,These are often unebé

| to procure books while very fond of reading .The librery reached the homes throug

the books they drew,The family mey be one of refinement,lacking only the desir-
able books,not the longing for them.Or the home mey be without any culture at all
In the first instence,the library satisfies a want and is,zt the same time,a form
of educetion.In the second,the work in much gremter;first,perheps,a desire for
books must be swakened;then this desire guifled and strengthened until it is
strong and wise enough to live by itself: or,herder,the desire for books must be

changed from the chennel in which it is running,and turned into & new one,one

thet will sct es & help,en education,a church,and & source of amusement, Sometimees

the homes of the weslthier clesses do not heve all of the bocke they desire,end
the librery is en aid to them ,if only for reference. Sometimes it ig through
the child thet the home is reached.The mother may be overworked and not have
the time end perheps the knowledge necessary to guide her children's tastes

so it falls to the librarian,

4s mentioned before,the suthoe hes an influence on the reader.The degree

to which the repder is influenced depends upon the extent upon which the author

has revealed himself in his book.He,through his characters,revedls himsa@lf;his




ideas of right and wrong,his opinions remein with us,&nd will,more than likely,

influence our decisions. The extent to which

o

nis is often carrééd is shown in
gome students,.They reed their fevorite muthors and it would seem that they are
trying to re-live his life,so evident ere his opinions end sentiments. This

being true,the books one reads cannot be chosen too cerefully. We heve often
been told to read good books,but seldom cen we find someone to tell us whet is
meent by & good book."Would you know whether the tendency of a book is good or
evil,exemine in whet stete of mind you ley it down" ,is Robert Southerly's defini-
tion of & good book, while another author ststes thet the best,or rather the most
interesting books sre those thet bring us closest to the author. The more earnest
the author is, the greater harm or good he will do us,according as his ideals

are good or bad. It mey be thet we do not notice the effect of & book,so it would
be well to know something of the principles of the suthor,0ften if we do.not
agree with the suthor,we mey leern spmething by reeding opinions which we do not
accept.The diction and English are very helfful,too, beceuse we so often use
expressions that we have heard or seen.

Poetry is one of the most elevating forms of writing.i book or production
to be successful should be elevating intellectually snd morelly ,From them we
should obtein higher ideals and our thoughts should be directed into higher
chennels., While poetry deels with imaginetion,some of our most beautiful thoughts,
some of our highest inspirations,come from it. The pselms end hymns rank very
high emong our poetical works.Other forms ere a1lso effective in this work,.Novels
often show & greater influence than a hissery of religion,or a study of it,because

the novel is so much more generslly reed, Of course only certain novels would

be accepted under this head,those which would ceuse to think about our religions,

would present to us some problem in & cliear,practical way,qr 1n any wWay help us.

A religion can often be explained in & much clesrer manner in the development of’

1A e o h)
& story or character,than by essays or lectures .In this way those who would not

reed a history of religion,are reached.
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ks an educator,the library has unlimited opportunities,some of which have

| been mentioned. For & person Who is not attending school or studying along any

certain line,they by the use of the library can keep themselwes posted on the
affeirs of the dey,scientific discoveries and inventions,conditions of the govern-

ment,our productive resources and the general conditions of our country compered

| with other countries. Or if he is interested in & speciel line of work,he mey

leern & greet deel by the use of books and megezines,he cen at leesst gain =
theoreticel education,and if he is really desipous of becoming effecient along
thet line,he will find en opportunity to apply his knowledge. & systematic
course of reeding would be very helpful in broadening our views end education
genereally.

The public librery seems to appeal mostly to the morking classes . Those
who een afford private libreries,will not need the public ones, Perhaps the
librery is used more often as & source of amusement,then for purposes of educetioh
tut it cennot help but impart some knowledge,either good or evil ,even 2f it is
used for pleasure only. For the very porr,their only source of reeding may be the
the librery,and reading may be their only recreation. wWith the student ,it is
different. The library seems to be indispmeable in the preprations of his lessons,
and the more he uses it, the more interesting he will find his work, Hig leisure
reading of'ten consists of books recommended by instructors or scientific works
along the line he is studying,and perhaps the late novels ere whet he wante, If
the library does not have whet he wants,then he goes to the book-store and depends
upon what knowledge he mey heve or upon the cherks,The better educated & person
becomes,the less apt he is to want the gheap,sensational novel,.The library
should contein books to supply his wants, A novel may be just as much help as a
scientifie journel end will be more read. & student is forced to rely more then
the older persons,upon the librery,becsuse he cennot cerry his personal library
with him,

0f the different forms of writing,poetry is the one that guickens the
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the imaginetion.It is one of the most eleveting forms,and & book to be successful

should be elevating,both mentelly and morally. Often it deals with nature,and to
lknow end love nature is to know and love God, History is,for some persons,as
entertaining as poetry is for others,but it sppeals to the brein,rathe r then

the imagination. It broadens one's mind,znd & systemetic course in historical

reeding is a very interesting way of becoming acquainted with our government,Fi
Fiction end essay each appeal to certein individuales &nd have their value,.
In order to meke & librery a sucess,the people of & community have their

pert to preform,They must use the books,and provide liberal meesns to melte the

librery en independent fector in the community.




