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Reduced order modeling in topology optimization of vibroacoustic problems

There is an interest in introducing topology optimization techniques in the design process of structural-
acoustic systems. In topology optimization, the design space must be finely meshed in order to obtain an
accurate design, which results in large numbers of degrees of freedom when designing complex 3D parts.
The optimization process can therefore become highly time consuming due to the need to solve a large
system of equations at each iteration. Projection-based parametric Model Order Reduction (pMOR)
methods have successfully been applied for reducing the computational cost of material or size
optimization in large vibroacoustic models; however, new challenges are encountered when dealing with
topology optimization. Since a design parameter per element is considered, the total number of design
variables becomes very large; this poses a challenge to most existing pMOR techniques, which suffer from
the curse of dimensionality. Moreover, the fact that the nature of the elements changes throughout the
optimization (material to void or material to air) makes it more difficult to create a global basis that is
accurate throughout the whole design space. In this work, these challenges are investigated and different
approaches to achieving an efficient reduction technique for such problems are discussed.



