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Objective 

The overall objective of this research is to provide the National Safety Council with an understanding of 
attitudes and behaviors of the driving public across a variety of driver safety-related issues. 

Results from this research will be used to develop policies, programs and educational material that will 
reduce traffic fatalities. 

 

Methodology 

This research was conducted with Toluna Group’s proprietary panel of pre-screened, validated,  

de-duplicated and well-profiled respondents.  Sample outgo (invitations) and completes were monitored to 

ensure returns were balanced to US Census for age, gender, ethnicity, geographic region, income, 

education and ethnicity. 

To qualify for the study, respondents had to: 

 Live in the United States 

 Be 21 or older 

 Have an (unrestricted) driver’s license 

 Drive at least 15 minutes on a typical weekday 

A total of 2,001 surveys were completed with between January 22nd and February 2nd, 2017. 

Statistical significance is not shown in this report, but at the 95% confidence level +/- 2% is considered 

significant. 

Question numbers that are skipped reflect information on other topics.  Results may be restricted to internal 

use or shared publically at a later time. 
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Questionnaire with results (All numbers are percentages. Unless otherwise noted n=2,001) 
 
1.  Do you have a driver’s license?  
 

 
 
 
2.  On average, how much time do you spend in total driving on a typical weekday? 
 

 
 
 
3. How concerned are you about each of the following as potential causes of injury or death for your 

family? 
 

  

100% 

0% 

0% 

Yes

Yes, restricted teen driver’s license 

No

0% 

8% 

22% 

25% 

21% 

13% 

11% 

None

Less than 15 minutes

15 minutes to less than 30 minutes

30 minutes to less than 1 hour

1 hour to less than 2 hours

2 hours to less than 4 hours

4 hours or more

36% 

34% 

27% 

26% 

18% 

16% 

47% 

38% 

47% 

45% 

33% 

35% 

17% 

28% 

26% 

30% 

50% 

49% 

Driving

Gun violence

Severe weather or natural disaster

Infectious disease

Prescription pain medication

Commercial airline travel

Major concern Minor concern Not a concern
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4. Please rate your level of concern with each of the following traffic safety issues in terms of how they 
impact overall traffic safety in the United States. 

 

 
 
 
5. What, if anything, that was not listed do you consider to be major traffic safety issue in terms of how it 

impacts overall traffic safety in the United States? 
 

RESULTS NOT SHOWN 
 
 
 
6. In the past three years, have you been in a car crash? 
 

 
 
  

78% 

74% 

67% 

65% 

59% 

53% 

52% 

44% 

41% 

36% 

30% 

18% 

22% 

27% 

30% 

34% 

38% 

41% 

47% 

49% 

39% 

54% 

4% 

4% 

6% 

6% 

7% 

8% 

7% 

8% 

10% 

26% 

16% 

Drunk drivers

Distracted drivers

Drugged drivers

Aggressive drivers

Speeding

Road Rage

Tired drivers

Bad weather

Teen drivers

Driverless or automated cars

Road maintenance

Major concern Minor concern Not a concern

18% 

6% 

76% 

Yes, while I was the driver

Yes, while I was the passenger

No
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7. Did the crash result in…?  (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY) (n=488, Involved in Crash in Past Three 
Years) 

 

 
 
 
9. In the past three months, have you driven a vehicle even though you felt your ability to drive had been 

compromised by drinking alcohol? 
 

 
 
 
11. During any of the times you choose to drive, even though you felt your ability was compromised by 

drinking alcohol were you…?  Keep in mind your response is 100% confidential and will not be shared. 
(n=196, Choose to Drive While Impaired by Alcohol in Past Three Months) 

 

 
  

56% 

37% 

11% 

1% 

Property damage only

Minor injury to anyone

Serious injury (requiring medical attention or
ongoing therapy) to anyone

Death of anyone

10% 

90% 

1% 

Yes

No

Prefer not answer

48% 

47% 

45% 

43% 

41% 

Driving in an unsafe way (such as crossing the
median, dozing off, driving on the shoulder)

Almost involved in a crash (near miss)

Ticketed for drunk driving

Involved in a crash

Stopped for a sobriety check
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22. How strongly would you support or oppose…? 
 

 
 
 
26. Are you concerned that the legalization of marijuana will negatively impact traffic safety? 
 

 
 
 
27. In the past month, have you driven after using marijuana? 
 

 
  

53% 

52% 

40% 

39% 

29% 

53% 

40% 

32% 

35% 

36% 

36% 

28% 

27% 

25% 

Requiring ignition interlocks for impaired driving offenders

Educating the public that impairment begins with the first
drink

Increased checkpoints to identify impaired drivers

Requiring new cars to use available/tested technology that
senses the alcohol concentration of the driver

Lowering the legal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limit to
.05

State law prohibiting adult drivers from using handheld
phones in any way while driving, including making phone calls

State law prohibiting adult drivers from using phones in any
way while driving, including hands-free

Strongly support Somewhat support

85% 

87% 

77% 

76% 

58% 

80% 

65% 

42% 

34% 

24% 

Major Concern

Minor Concern

Not a Concern

9% 

4% 

87% 

Yes, using medicinal purposes

Yes, using recreational purposes

No
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28. In the past month, have you taken any opioid pain medication? These medicines include Oxycontin, 
Percocet, Vicodin, Norco, Morphine and Dilaudid or any other type of opioid. 

 

 
 
 
29. While taking opioid pain medication, did you feel it was safe for you to drive a vehicle? (n=345, Taken 

Opioid Pain Medication in Past Month) 
 

 
 
 
31. Which do you feel is safer to do while driving? 

 
  

17% 

83% 

Yes

No

64% 

36% 

Yes

No

39% 

5% 

3% 

53% 

Using voice commands to enter a text on your phone
(or through a voice-activated system in your vehicle)

Typing a text into your phone

Both are equally safe

Neither, both are unsafe while driving
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34. Please select the option that describes how often you wear a seat belt. (n size varies; Did Not Say 
Situation was ‘Not Applicable’) 

 
 
 
35. When you are the driver, how often do you make sure every passenger, regardless of where they are 

sitting, is buckled up? 
 

 
 
 
39. Recently automakers have added many new safety features to help drivers detect or respond to risks.  

These include features such as back-up cameras, automatic emergency braking, blind spot monitoring, 
lane departure warnings and many others. 

 

Do you currently drive a vehicle with any of these types of features?  
 
 

  

84% 

83% 

68% 

65% 

11% 

11% 

17% 

18% 

4% 

5% 

11% 

13% 

1% 

2% 

3% 

4% 

When I am the driver (n=1,991)

When I am the passenger in the
front seat (n=1,977)

When using shared ride services
such as Uber, Lyft or a taxi (1,407)

When I am the passenger in the
rear seat (n=1,943)

Every trip Most trips Rarely Never

69% 

22% 

6% 

2% 

Every trip

Most trips

Rarely

Never

42% 

58% 

Yes

No
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40. Please rate your level of agreement with each of the following statements. (n=837, Have Safety 
Features, Statements with * asked of all respondents) 

 

 
  

42% 

34% 

41% 

28% 

30% 

25% 

19% 

18% 

12% 

41% 

44% 

30% 

33% 

25% 

24% 

19% 

18% 

20% 

I understand when and how to use these new
safety features in my vehicle

I trust the safety systems in my vehicle to
respond correctly when I need them to

The idea of my car driving itself makes me
uncomfortable

I wish there was more material available to
educate me about the proper use of these new

safety features in my vehicle

I have enough money saved to cover my
insurance deductible and other related costs if I

am in a crash*

Between insurance and my income/savings, I
could afford to replace my car if it was totaled in

a crash*

Sometimes my vehicle acts in ways that scare or
surprise me

I prefer to shut off safety technologies because
they are confusing, irritating or give too may false

positives

New cars can pretty much drive themselves*

Strongly agree Somewhat agree

83% 

78% 

71% 

61% 

55% 

49% 

39% 

37% 

32% 
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42. Would you consider new safety features a nice-to-have or a must-have when you buy your next car? 

 
 
 
44. Assuming traffic conditions allow for it, what do you consider to be the highest safe speed to drive on 

each of the following US road types? 

 
 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS 

 
45. Are you…? 

 
 

  

37% 

58% 

5% 

Must have

Nice to have

To be avoided

11% 

9% 

9% 

16% 

24% 

40% 

42% 

48% 

59% 

60% 

27% 

30% 

28% 

16% 

8% 

15% 

14% 

10% 

5% 

5% 

4% 

3% 

3% 

2% 

3% 

3% 

3% 

2% 

2% 

1% 

Multi-lane highway-
outside city (speed limit

70 mph)

Multi-lane highway-near
city (speed limit 55 mph)

Major (non-highway)
road (speed limit 45

mph)

Residential street (speed
limit 25 mph)

School zone (speed limit
15 mph)

Below limit At limit +5 mph over +10 mph over +15 mph over +20 mph over

49% 

51% 

Male

Female
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46. How old are you? 

 
 
 
47. Which state do you live in? (RESULTS SHOWN BY REGION) 

 
 
 
48. What is your zip code? 
 

(RESULTS NOT SHOWN) 
 
  

0% 

0% 

8% 

5% 

14% 

12% 

6% 

10% 

9% 

9% 

8% 

9% 

6% 

3% 

1% 

0% 

Less than 18

18 to 20

21 to 24

25 to 29

30 to 34

35 to 39

40 to 44

45 to 49

50 to 54

55 to 59

60 to 64

65 to 69

70 to 74

75 to 79

80 or more

Prefer not to answer

18% 

22% 

36% 

24% 

Northeast (ME, NH, VT, MA, RI, CT, NY, NJ, PA)

Midwest (WI, IL, MI, IN, OH, ND, SD, NE, KS, MN,
IA, MO)

South (FL, GA, SC, NC, VA, WV, DC, MD, DE, KY,
TN, MS, AL, TX, OK, AR, LA)

West (MT, ID, WY, NV, UT, CO, AZ, NM, WA, OR,
CA, AK, HI)
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49. Which of the following categories best describes your total annual household income before taxes? 

 
 
 

50. Please select the ages of children in your household. 

 
 
 
51. Does your job or occupation require you to drive, other than getting to and from work? 

 
 

  

16% 

23% 

39% 

18% 

4% 

Under $25,000

$25,000 to under $50,000

$50,000 to under $100,000

$100,000 to under $200,000

$200,000 or more

14% 

23% 

24% 

12% 

55% 

Ages 0-4

Ages 5-9

Ages 10-14

Ages 15-19

No children under the ages of 19

36% 

64% 

Yes

No
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52. What is the highest level of education you have completed or the highest degree you have received? 

 
 
53. Would you say you drive mostly in…? 

 
 
54. Which of the following best describes you? 

 
 
55. Do you consider yourself to be Hispanic? 

 
 

If you have additional questions about the content of this summary, please contact  
the National Safety Council at media@nsc.org. 

 

1% 

17% 

21% 

10% 

25% 

3% 

22% 

0% 

Less than high school

High school graduate or equivalent (e.g. GED)

Some college, but no degree

Associates degree

College graduate (e.g. BA, AB or BS)

Completed some graduate school, but no degree

Completed graduate school (e.g. MS, MD or PHD)

Prefer not to answer

44% 

40% 

16% 

Urban areas (inside a city)

Suburban areas (outside the city)

Rural (far outside city)

87% 

6% 

3% 

1% 

3% 

1% 

White/Caucasian

African American

Asian or Pacific Islander

American Indian or Alaskan Native

Some other race

Prefer not to answer

7% 

93% 

Yes

No


