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Abstract

Abstract

Attribution, often embedded in media framing, plays a critical role in social
cognition and communication behaviors, and thus draws much research attention in
communication studies. The dramatic increase in social media provides a great deal of
real-life data and the broadly news coverage exposes audience to vivid social event,
even upon young kids. This suggest some exciting new directions of attribution
studies, in which the real-time message and audiences’ attitude are accessible.

People are motivated to believe in a just world (BJW) in which good deeds get
rewarded and bad evils get punished, otherwise they may fall in the chaos and have no
confidence to confront ordinary lives. However, exposure to daily circumstances
filled with negative events or media messages, threatens their BJW a lot. In order to
maintain or defend such just world beliefs, individuals may biased social events more
so on internal disposition than situational factors, showing a fundamental attribution
error (FAE). Previous culture studies revealed that The so-called FAE was found
weak sometimes even absent in collectivist culture like China, because the collectivist
mindset makes the members more sensitive to situational factors. Considering the
robust effect of BJW in Chinese, however, the present study holds attribution as a
dynamic process in which BJW matters in attribution process.

Two studies were designed to examine the justice effect on attributions. In the
first study, a content analysis of people’s posts on Weibo revealed that Weiboers
made more internal attributions for the perpetrator when the justice were broken,
however when justice was compensated by the penalty of the perpetrator, Their
FAE decreased. In the second study, A 2 (scenarios: positive vs. negative) <2(BJW:
high vs. low) mixed design experiment was conducted, and the results showed that
BJW correlated significantly with internal attribution bias but only in negative
scenarios. Taken together, the present findings demonstrate that FAE may be still
fundamental, but pay as a dynamic process and interplays with justice motive, even
among the collectivist Chinese who are usually not vulnerable to attribution errors.

Key words: Belief in Just World; Attribution Process; FAE; Collectivism
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1.1 RSP RVEREMR

eaSm = IS RLSTF A=) e /R IS EE 2 N R R AN e =X AV e e e DA
RVEVADR )RR, JE PR B 2 M AR 2 AL R 2 ST GBI (Manusov & Spitzberg,
2008), AIULTEERHETL. BUAIERE. ABrfedh. KSR, fapl &2 A
5o FL R BRI A ) R AR IR 5 AR e 478 S ] s DR S5 3B AT )
fJ(Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000; Tong, 2014; FREFHk & WM, 2015; FHEE, 2010;
SKCIE, IR, AN, & (T4E, 1999; NS, 2010) B SCAAL A H P AR IS
[RIHEZE 1 EL 5 (Chu, 2010; Dai & Hyun, 2010; MRZLHE, 2010). SEMHEZERLR (Cho &
Gower, 2006; Gilliam Jr & lyengar, 2005; lyengar, 1990; Jang, 2013; 1345, 2012; 5K
TF, 2014)45 . X SERF LR 2 LU A o, R AR PR A RE 2L 50 # o ) F 4
FEN O RS TR, AR 5 I OB R OR N IR R

Pl b L2 AN oL (R A BRI RIE 5 3 B o T N B AR 5 LA G4t LA
AR R FERE I A DR BRI [ 58 “ SR AT R R AR, AN
PEBEAT AR, VAR 4 R 45 RN AT RRAT A, AR RRAT N — 8 52 257
KR H, NBRFRET I, HAFMANRAET . HEERE N T
R 2 Ak i T AT A SIS0 & 07 STAT AT 4 (I R, R Je R Gt s fa b LA
B (SCCT) Z84L 3B FH 18 (Coombs, 2007). A& HERIE 5T 5 N VAR BRS (1 J&5 K 4E T
LR NATAnART A 7 5 SCAT F T i RAL 1 AT, SR 98 28 B O3 VA R 45 xS AT
HE UL RAT A F ARG LA K g md,  BIAEUE B 24 4 B 48 & KA 78 (Coombs,
2007), VA RE CERAATTR Wl s T R ) AR R AT R 32 B AL

1.2 SIEEHNPRESER
£ HHE AT, NATAN AT 38E S e 25 b (K S 470 S S RS R s



JZ17 BRT Pk R KB iz . R ZE IR E - - I RO
A AE, B NIRRT G & ERXFIEN T, SRR A% H, K
BIRAOCR, BEMS A AMTIRIA R, RS, AR B 35 R 3E R
fE.

PRI AN SE R R (Causal Uncertainty Model) Ay, FRATTHIIN %05 I g
A BRE, SIAT S RRA R SIRATZE . FIRAICECR, AN E M2
DL HARFRATR ETAIRE 1o T AR R R “ R Ni—45 57 (s8R >
PPER o 1 AAE TSN PR AN A TE 25 2 AR 56 B i i R 2, A
€ H CTOVEB R G PRS0 . 9 TR IX RN 77, Ao R B il &
SRARTHA R ENR, A B B T IR A B LS e LI A ARG B 5 B S
AT B AN AT AE B o PR RN 8 VRS A AR A (2 R Ok R P A . A
RISAIERE FEAR R, KA T A0 LB AR R R RS 1Mk, 8
MR BRI, o 5 2 HURLG B FUI T B SIS S, A T REREUT SR A
W 2175 IR S [K] (Weary, Tobin, & Edwards, 2010; Weary, Vaughn, Stewart, & Edwards,
2006).

PR SR AN T8 PRI, A4 0 A AT R SRR i R B 5 oK o [RIN
AT RO H VAR, MESPNE “ERRRSE” A, NIt
ITHSE, A BE MR — RPN BYEES, IR TERE . ALBUE
SN VPG« 5% (Tetlock et al., 2007; lyengar, 1998). VA KIS0 AT 1% 40 L ik
MRS S, W2 AT RRAT S, 22 A R 45 AR 5 #50T e B — Fhis 18 13
(Manusov & Spitzberg, 2008). [Kitk, W50 IS HISZ AR, BE68 3G FRAT
A S TH A R B SZ AR L A5 B AL G T 2 B T B A U, 0 IS4 2 R 1) A
e R TRRT B 5] 5T TH S B R R

1.3 HEMRIMNA

VAR A 3 A T U ) B B AR, L P RS SE OO (R A AL AR 2 52 21 B 2 3
RAE o AT T B M0 BRI J2 T PR 1 52 AR 2 i - A S VA DRRFALE s IR
I IRIE IE LENHLIX — A TR 52 A A 52 o IX 2N, MARI R A E — 4
BRI, WNHEF R AR B A0 M FEFhEEESEA LI,
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AEHABLSEEER, XK 1L SCHE S5 S BB R IR B o BT I 5 &
IIE SCHIHL, A RSR I T RO A FT SR ASEMS, BENE 4l R AR X A ST 4%
L, [Nt R A0 B AR AR 5 28 B . DRI, A TR I BB
G F AR VA R o B B AN AR B, DR IE SCEHILAE B i =4 A R v 473 J8
Ft,  HEHERAT TR YA B BEATL A PR
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