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Abstract

The pursuit of happiness (subjective well-being) has been the eternal goal of
human society. In the great wealth of contemporary material level, subjective
well-being (life satisfaction) has increasingly become the focus of attention. In 1974,
"Easterlin Paradox™ attracted a great deal of economists and sociologists to discuss the
issues related to happiness. Wherein the relative income and income inequality are
important factors that affect subjective well-being, they have been widespread
concerned. Economists proposed Relative Income theory, Reference Group theory
and Aspiration Theory to explain phenomena related to happiness. The main content
of this paper is to explore the impact of relative income and income inequality on
subjective well-being. This article uses data from urban China, by setting different
reference group criteria to calculate the relative income, to explores the effects of
different reference standards on happiness. We investigated different reference group
for urban residents, including rural hukou, urban hukou, high skill urban hukou (HU),
high skill rural hukou (HR), low skill urban hukou (LU), low skill rural hukou (LR).
We investigated different impacts of different reference groups on different group of
people. This article has the following findings: Overall, the relative income has a
significant positive effect on happiness, income inequality has a significant negative
effect; the impact of relative income and income inequality on subjective well-being
varies between urban hukou residents and rural hukou residents; different reference
groups have different effects on different groups, people tend to choose low income
people as their reference group. That is, people are willing to compare with people
who have lower income, which is consistent with Self-Enhancement in the
psychological literature.

Key Words: happiness; relative income; income inequality
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1.1 BEEREMREN

KT SEAR G SR — B AR N Ak 2 f B 38, G R AU
POE R ISR, DA TE KA m, TSR OGE: B SRR A8 DL
AEPTE. “EREA A XS] ) H &) 2 5. Diener (1985) K
45 73t R 2R U 0% E M SEAR IR OB TT, SR T W SRR DY AR
(D St 2. BUERMA ARG (2 BURIIT AL, Wb,
HEEEE,  (3) JHRIEERARL, &, Fak. M (O A& ITH
IR ZpE. TAE. BRI, SE5rRm .

TR, RERESETF KR, WEERES . RmFERERR DL
SRR 22 N SGTE I H AR o 178 BSNS54 Je e o 2 (1 R
R MR 2012 R “ B R WALRER, H 55 53%MZVi#H
AR SEAR IR I B R RN T4, MK FIIARIE KRG —E s
B v DI 32 A e 2t S (W A (WVS) B3 o . ML 1990 4R F)
2001 4, WE WA TR EIRE, ANRIEGEACEARRRT, BRI K&
HIK, B2, REERM SRR T M 2001 4 K& 2007 S5
JCOAE MR AT DUE B, FRE E R SR EACEA B, (A ARk 3] E it
90 AR SEAR IR

Ho b, B 1974 fEPHITERAR (Basterlin) sbig it U I . “ 4%
K JERE TR KA BE (B2 i AT TR SEARIR 2 7 Aot 56 B I HAE EAT T W7, R —
I R ZG HHT 73 08 I 58 o A\ D 55 [ 2 W R R Je I8 4 AT Tl R S AR B 1)
W, X AN RIS, R CSERREIRT . COHRREMRRIL
P IT R T A5 L2 AN 48 2 A58 R IS o Lane (1998) |
Blanchflower and Oswald (2000) . Myers (2000) X3 K15 H3#ET T W 5T,
ARG A R I S B NN K3 LR A T T, 2
1M, AW A, AR B CAE RS AR N LG T R . oA
L 0o R ] A IR 1] K ) SEAR RO REAT TS, A RIS 1R . “SEAR
0" LRI IAERKE RIEE K, Veenhoven (1993) Xt H AR 11 it itk
ITTHESE, AhRBL: M 1958 4EF 1987 4, HAMIANWANILE T 515, HE,

1
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H AR Ja B3 SEAR BOKF E0 A B BT, AR 2ARRRLE 59% i 45 .
“ARTRIL X R H AR R SR T RE AU KA RK W) 2k
o MR 2 X — IR A B AR AR B8 2 o — MR 2
IR o AR BB U AR B ZE L0 B, B DA A SEAR AL S B
BB, FIRHZ AN (ZEHX 5O WNIIREm.  “ AR08 1
2 H PR LE 22 5 S0 2R PR T RSN X AR B R R £
FHIIX T REAT 7 SAERE TS, [FIRE R T AR N b S 48 SRR S 3 B /R
filtn Clark and Oswald (1996) | McBride (2001) . Ferrer—i-Carbinell (2005)
5. HH Ferrer—i-Carbinel B 1 AHXTUSON ST A RN A FERIAS R RS, Sl
—RIVSLEEAL, AR, TN T A SRS A (Reference Group) M
IR, AHXF WK AT 24 BRSPS, B S IR AN K
P, BTN N SRR 1 TN T B S S A AR UL, AR
INTFAN N B SEAR K P28 T B R R E R - IR A TR ER S RIFE /AL “ 248
TR I RWE? XTI R 20 B R AR R AR E IR ? B R 2
EN, WEFFAEE “ERT07 IR HAMEREE (WS 2514 1990
ey 1995 4 2001 A1 2007 A5 FRE fE REAT 1 DU T2 AR R I, MIH
B AT AR 2007 AR E E R 35 GDP EE 1990 4E3N T 10 £%, 4R,
] B 0 A T R P A R L 1 I 0 T B o X — IR R AE A P 1 A A
Mo MR b B AL 2 BL 22 B R AT AR 2 8 BAE VS TR S 4, 2006 ARFR[E £
JE BN ZE IR BN SERR RO LN 72. 7%, TIX— LLBIAE 2004 4E K 77%, 1 [40RE
WA, SZUiE RN AETE A AR LLEI A 10. 9%, H 2004 2 T 2. 1%. ZLRI4E
R i AN E K G it R AL RBAT R 2 A s R AT, HAESRER, A
2007 F| 2009 13X ZAFERFIA], SZU7#E O FARBMPE T, RS LA 43 Sl
9 19. 1%, 21.6%, 16.9%, 1f0 “ECHAAE” BELBIor 0y 40%, 28. 6%, 33.2%,
PRSI T BRI R B 28R, 1R 1R 2 %3 R B AT T IR N AT
IR b 22 5 2 A 2 2 HRAH O STk o B FEDRON 5 =24 6 R I e 45 R OF IR e 4
—HL AR E (B, 2009; RETT M2, 2009; REH AR EAE, 2009)
23 SR AU R I, N F W SEAR R 2 (R TE A 3 I IEAR R, RIS N B A
FEXHIRSON TR B8 s I AR . o — 2 (R T4, 20105 T2, 201D)
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IR ST L SR AR, WIS SEARAT — € MR TR 2R (ERCR RSB AR R LA/
R 22 2 X FE RSN 5 S I 1) 5% R AT T A — 28— S 4518 - MR 26%
W& > AN i B SEAR IR A R AR R Eetn, 295 (2009) 156 A
R AL AT EION « SRBENON 55 T TT I 2 (o Keze LK S A N AE Rl 5
FLAE AT ARG LE R T ST B AR SON  IF AR AR AT TR TT B
(2011 A FHAS A% B 5 2 51 AL A B A R BE AR WON , JF BLEEAT T3¢
FRIBAHRIIWETT, BT (2009) @@ TTRERI 55 7 AR . B
AR Z FHERGT TIRAA TS U EARE B FIOC R B, EIo T4 (2011)
KB P AN 28500 i B SR AR = 2E 1 R 2B i e, JF Hd
AP R Ji BNV HAC N Jo R 14 97 T 2 M) 52 3 225 £y v 3 e MO N i RS

1.2 fAIXAE

FERT SN AS TS50 AN N SEAR IR IR 5 M K DK f2 G0 5% 4 R R AL 22 %
FRVERI AR FIR TR AR 7 T W SE AR IR AT T IR AR 9T . (HIE A —
S ) R G ARG B A R BB A R BN, el SR AT A R AHYRON, DA TE Y
Z M2 (Reference Group) NARMESR H AR XS N & 250 32 M Ak 7 A= A
IR i, — 7RISR Ell .y BN AR A s i e A, At b son)
R (SIRUD TTHEZ LA — R L 2R . Bt il Mt % (2
RRZHD ISR 2 At ™= A — g 5, i SRAR RSN AR 2 B2 AL, A vl g
SRBE S, AR S AR, T RE SR B IR0 MR, Ml
b CERHAR R LAENER B 51 T BSOS Sl aT Be sk i A KR m 1, By
BRI R LLEON G0 ROEKE, At ) HE G R IURHICT m ON TT B 220] B
NIRRT AE R 7)o ARAt U, Al mT At b =) (0 B o ik AN 34
SR G DB AR OGSOk, B W SCEREEIR T 4 . X BT SR p i, FRATTRT A
B, AFES AR FIFEA A2 1520 A B2 AN F (¥ o 75X — RU7E STk AR D
PN

AR SCAE DA 32 00 2 4R BT 70 A At 1, R BRI T B RS, BRI A A
ST NAT55 5 & R SEARIR IR R 6 2R o AR ST EE i RN HT AR AE T



SEARIER S MDA SN ATYNAN - S ——K |5 o [ 113 A e

ISR AFE S RA, LA F RIS IEERHE, 73 A FEFR A N5 8
FHL TR AN R 2 AL T A [ R AR S AR IR AN A 520 o A SCHF e 23 H
HIanT

C1D A FH 3 11 J R4 50 IE A S N RIS N AN S50 SE AR SR R s A F
Frim 2 BRI 5y, B TR N AN S5 S AR R I A T AE 38T P s
BORIARAS P 11 B T ) 53t )

(2) 1E BRIyl b, 2PN AR Z A A FE AR50, A
171 54 TR A R 2 AR S AN R R
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ETE MELRiR

2.1 EMERBAIEN

FWLSEAR S NN AL TE T AR R ERPE I A2 56, B 21 2 RIS
i, DA RE AP AR ER IR R (1D 2R AREA R
SNETH I NEE 2 BB QTR FrRs A I SCHRFIE . 2T S,
BET A2 A [ HE PP AN bR, AN 5] (00 SCAC T A4 AT 0 2 000 = A g 2R 22
o (2) FENEK. KERZTREZNZIM, MIMERESTRK, ARFXK
JET S KBRS « UHELAE ™ A EORREmT . AN, EAE A . A ELE
K 2 SV FEL P R ) 1 L ml g E A AR IS B ek Biln, AT IR, HAE
(R SEAR KT (2 BIRBET JE - KBEK 5L Z [BAH LR R KIS . (3) BF IR
2o A BN 2 AR A RE M S 1T 2 LA K EIWTFE R, N 54 N AR
REIERR, BRI E2 AW A5 & A2 7 BRI AN . 2
R Ny, IR S Bns AFR E R KR TR i, AT AR 75 R3S
P, NIHRIERE SR RATE R Prel, A0 NN BHE SARFKTE m
I, 25 B SEAR IR AR AN R4 82

2.2 SRR WAFREREA

Easterlin (1974) 5—Ucith, EEERINIIBIKFE i 51
TRIRREEI K, SR, [R]— I AT AR BT 3 LA . 1t /2 3248
LR 2 ) “ARITERITE 7 (Basterlin Paradox) o Jo ki —Seif 5t L&
H X —3 5L (Basterlin, 1995; Oswald, 1997). 3£ 1991 4Fi ) AN &
1946 4E1) 2.5 5, (HEFEMREIER LEAHZMN (Easterlin, 2001; Frey and
Stutzer, 2002) . HZ 1987 FFH) NIY5LFr GDP EE 1958 i 5 %, {H)& [KEME
AR R . Fasterlin (1995) B VCHIXT NN 51 N B 48 AT
Forf, TR — BRI o AR, AR R
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AR B T AR RN T AR ZEXTUON s AR WO L 20 N0 S AR B AT B R
EEPF, AR EAREOKT RS H SRS SR T, EREE Al AN
KT (R T S A8 Ak (Basterlin, 1995) o WIHFTA AN K F#3 m, A
LRE H SN K& B 5 g iR e, (HX — IR RN 2 At N B USN3
KA R RN AT T o G SE L H ASFD 2 AN RN E 5K 1 SE AR RS NI K
(195 RAATELAE T, Basterlin (1995) A, GBFAARIN KT A% 3t 3 4 AR
— EAF AR ATR PR W SRR PR B . X — AR RS, B
WOl T AR 2%, fd#t— PNk, SE85F%hrRHEe,
TR T S N — S 2 L B8 (Aspiration Theory) . Easterlin (2001) #2H1,
ANANBIH S B & RN K IEAD, (HR 52PN K (ZELEKP)
TR WEARBANME BT ER, &R TFIRAR R, ZHK P
P, TS R A3 W AR o B JS K R SR FE R S RF T X — 4
# (Di Tella et al., 2003; Ferrer Carbonell, 2005; Knight et al., 2009;
Oshio et al., 2011; Wolbring et al., 2013) .

B 7 AR UCONER 1R, fh o LB I B P A B AE 0 SR I (Relative
Deprivation) $&HET 57—/ MAER. EIAMIESSREBHAR LGS R &77 4 —
Tt B B ) 2 Bl LA A A 0P 1R A0 RS2, PRS2 T e ik 2 U AR IR . A
5% (Brockman, 2009) %5 AX}H[E 1990-2000 4E N B4ux i N3N, 32005 4
RN BT TR B, A R R 2 AR AT T B S OGRS &, X2 T
FWLSEARIR R ) EZ A AT, B LTI, (HRER 7 AT
H O TN H AR AR T AL I 7 AR B ZU RSN AN 2=, I A 45 W S AR
BN

SCRR A SRR R BT R B A IR, IR R E A NI
K —HRMET “HBIMA” ELR, Bl ATNELE, SRR ®S, 2
HEERAE . XEIRUNE B RAKFE SN (BRI 1IEHS, 10
KT (ZRAMRNKT) 5B EEMESETKT L
Tt BRSPS I, XAERONERRE L TS, SEUS AR
ARER. H—FR “RBOAR” Bk, X-HRRE, S5 RENEE
JRBEATRF TR, AT 25 208 — 2o AT 2RI M AR 2L R 3R, el BetR
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Ol WS EE. Bl BUARZ 5%, EHEAERINERRNE, ZJUWANY EF2 5
PRI 2R 5 e SEARIR A AR 2 B R R USRI, AN NBIUSANIE A, AT REAE A5 52 i A1
TR AR R A ARZR5F DR 2T B, AT ASEA5 2235 DAL 3275 R ) A [0 BB AR e 5 A 3
7 R PR B TR AE TR » 3K AT PAE — e R B R 9 T AR 22 s X A N A K
I KM H THAE A e R NAT S A8 SR AH B389 T

2.1.1 AN E R

PATHE FEAH RSN SEAR R B, — e — NS RAE, AN A
NG Z AR BT LI, A A O . BRIt 2 R 2H (i BGR
FOORBEITAE o H AT SCER AR T AR WON R BE B B DL R BRI . 88— by
PR e AN B N 2R, LRtk s RS, TR RRTE E XS
W, XFZHEA (Reference Group) MIWCANTILLRHBF VAN . 7k (D
FESAGTHION B BT, 2 J5 F EA TR R BOR TH R 2 A N i . —
R, [R1VA 75 72 7 B AN NBIRFAE, Wasds s R, BOE KT FTfEHL X 45
Clark 1 Oswald (2006) B 74 [ HHfE o f T A BROLAEE K326, A
MEZH4; Van de Stadt %5 (1985) & fRAERS . ZEH KRG ik 2
N ZHH ., Ferrer—i-Carbonell (2005) i T 4E#4 . 522U H /K 2 X 35 15
ESMA. T (2) TR, JRATAT U AL X A2 H A K
P, B AN TN . RO RS, AN S IR ALY
R RS & H . BONH WL oy KRR e FaE ke . o)), iS5 . Easterlin
(1995) Y NHEF AN NS 240 H CAFE—AE R ) HARE RAF L. Persky
1 Tam (1990 JHAAN N IS I N 1% 02 e A3 7E 6]~ XA g 3o o MeBride
(2001 FIH T RGP EE, TEFEATAX T2 VIS FERN 5 ZEK 5
BT REA N2 V58 S R .

B REBES AR INER R Z U E B S WA E XS RA, 7T LR
H OS5 HALARXTEL, Hankb 8 SO PAE R 2 AL ETE— B2, AT B2
HE WL, g 2S5l E MIRACIRGUH LEEENS B S K E AL
o HBTMUNEEONEM, BSEhr PR UE S E B A, BT LA REEE



SEARIER S MDA SN ATYNAN - S ——K |5 o [ 113 A e

P32 1 % HSL IS I % . Graham 55 Pettinato (2001) #% T =AN45 &, 46
IE T EATN SEARIRIE R METEPPIRLS B Sid ZONE B ELE X AR kil
ARV TR LA B B B BT b4 2 i 50 M7 1) VPN o S 35 o B AR X
SO JEE 0 52 U R 0t 1 S TE BT b A 23 vh 0 0 AL 1) 1 RV A, e 53 Bl
Kk 10 N2k BHESE (2009) LEXFSEARIE IR T & T KNS M
AN H X — A, K EMA W28 8BS M ERHN . 2152
Wi LLUF )8 R K I S bR E L, A ERR AR VE KPR H /R R
/M 7. FE L, XA BN I R BE IO T BT 26 Rk i Ad
TAF2KFE? 7 2R

ISR NI AR BRSBTS N R LA, T8 SN TR 456 B 2 AR 8 19
Mg+ T o Graham 5 Pettinato (2001) &K, &R AL NG A
BEFTTH A M 2 AR [ SEAR KT, (H AT DABE T4 2 IS J2 N 1) A6 35 6 2 SR
AR R I, 2 ap Z 5 B AR A7 H A T A AN AL K. H kT O,
ST FE RN, FXTSONR RS A o UK B AR, 4l
NIRRT DA B 0 A e s (H IR IE B MR L J5 , Zxs
ST N SXoF S A IR IR A FH Rk 55, T R R W N KT S AR R Y 5 R AR 4 T Dy R R
(Ferrer-i-Carbinell, 2005) o 344X, WA/ E S AN 5 A0TSR
NN FEMFEARE S T AFPE . i Ferrer—i-Carbinell (2005)
Frijters (2004) X 4E[E £ W AR K SN RITFFORI: D ARILEF K
SR SEARIER AR DG E B AT AE R TR AR, i [ v ORI Y A T 0 A R
HIPE , AT AN 1991 5221 2001 4F, R A & I W SEAR IS TTH Y 35%-40%
A DA E S BRISON B KA1 K B A e

AR SAE RSN T RS THRE TN o Ferf— AN SR IR T B 428 1 2 ) L2 AR 1)
Wle FESCERHT, AHXTUSON— RO FZR M SON B0 U5 R A 19 o T 2066 5 A X
SN T SEARIR SR, AT 75 SRR — L 2 R A (oA & L AR URON 1
[ 9 77 A2 HEAS A BLE SE AR E] JH 5 FE D), B B AR BUE U iRUi o Daniel
Hamermesh (1997) 5 2[R F SN FIAH XTI KAl T SE4R 7 FE . Hamermesh
FRVEM R EE AR RE . A RA A R XSO, o6 T AR R
FE R R A ek SN D7 FE B A3 B MR ZE VR A — MR AR B IX — Bk 22, RIURON
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