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Abstract

Yuanxian is the disciple of Huijing, who belongs to the Caodong Sect
of Zen. He was interested in Confucianism of the Song Dynasty in his early
years. And he became interested in Buddhism afterwards. So his thought
is the union of Confucianism and Buddhism. As a work of union of
Confucianism and Buddhism, the book of YiVan can reflect the character
of his thought. He also unites the thought of Buddhism and Taoism. Through
study of the book of YiYan, we can clearly understand his three religions
thought. Based on the book of Viyan, this article studies his three
religions thought. The first part of this article introduces his lifetime
and the tenet of JYiyan. In the second part, this article expatiates his
thought of Buddhism. He discusses his Buddhism thought through the
connection of faculties and objects. In practice, he centers on
no—mindfulness. In the third part, this article expatiates his union
thought of Confucianism and Buddhism. He unites mind-nature of
Confucianism and Buddhism. And he thinks the mind-nature cannot be
expressed by words. He also unites Confucianism and Buddhism through
ontology, practice, fate and ghost. He thinks supramundaneness and
mundaneness is united, and he unites Confucianism and Buddhism through
this way. In the fourth part, this article expatiates his refutation
between Buddhism and Taoism. There are a lot of the same words between
Buddhism and Taoism, but this doesn’t indicate the same implications.
He analyzes the difference implications between Buddhism and Taoism
through Tao and practice. In the fifth part, this article expatiates
his union thought of three religions. Though different in religions, they
belongs to one Li. In the meantime three religions are all centering
around selflessness. When he compares three religions, he has his
position of Buddhism. He estimate of Confucianism and Taoism is based

on Buddhism. He doesn’t put three religions in equal position. He plans



to absorb Confucianism and Taoism through Buddhism and then he can

exhibit Buddhism’s advantages relative to Confucianism and Taoism.
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