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Abstract

Abstract

John Burroughs is a famous American nature writer from the 19" to 20" century,
he created nearly thirty natural literary works in his life. Trees, flowers, plants and
many birds are his main description objects. Leading people go to nature and care for
nature is Burroughs’ s literary creation purpose. However, from today’ s eco-criticism
perspective, his works contain obvious and abundant ecological thoughts, also
because of this, he and his works have become the main object of internal and
external ecological criticism.

So far, there is no domestic scholars to undertake a comprehensive study of
Burroughs. This thesis makes the greatest possible reference to Burroughs domestic
and international research, launches the research extension of the multi side based on
the existing results, tries to analyze and interpret Burroughs’ s most important ten
works, reveals the main aspects and main contradictions of Burroughs’ s ecological
thoughts, fills some blank of Burroughs research.

This thesis explores three main aspects of Burroughs’ s ecological thoughts
(including ecological aesthetic thought) : the intrinsic value of nature, man is a part of
nature and open sensory organs to experience the natural home. Burroughs’ s
ecological thoughts provide the reference for the later creation of ecological literature:
ecological literature must admit the intrinsic value of nature which independent from
human beings, that is the value in natural thing itself and the whole ecological value;
ecological literature must be regarded humanity as a part of nature, advocating human
follow the laws of nature; ecological literature must take nature as home, open senses
to experience it, accept its information, not just regard the natural as tools to represent
people.

This paper attempts to reveal the contradiction and complexity in Burroughs’ s
ecological thoughts: he not only advocated ecological holism, and not out of
anthropocentrism pattern; he both advocated mix science, objectivity and literature
together in performance of nature, and recognition the natural subjectivity and

personality in literary expression to some extent——imposed human emotion and

character on the described natural objects. As a nature writer, this is normal; but from
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the perspective of eco-criticism, these contradictions for the writer’ s ecological
turning and create ecological literature in the strict sense provides valuable
enlightenment, that is: only thoroughly abandon anthropocentrism values, adhere to
the ecological holism, only regard nature as the subject rather than the object to
human being, so it is possible to show the intrinsic value of nature and the natural
beauty itself.

Burroughs’ s ecological thoughts make him a important precursor of American
and even the whole world ecological literature, and he becomes a milepost of the
ecological turning of world literature in the process, and affords the important
enlightenment to the contemporary construction of Ecological Civilization: it guides
people to recognize the intrinsic value of nature, regards human as a part of nature,
advocates man to reduce material desires, to live a simple life, to choose a different
development path of ecological civilization from the modern civilization in order to
live in harmony with nature, not divorced from the earth and the country and finally to

have poetic dwelling.

Key words: John Burroughs; ecological thinking; eco-aesthetics.
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