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Abstract

Pinuyumayian is the sixth largest indigenous group in Taiwan, whose settlements
mainly scatter on the plains and mountains in the eastern part of Taiwan. Since ancient
times, there are Amis, Paiwan, Rukai and Bunun living around with the Puyuma, who
have shared resources in Taitung area for quite a long time and gradually formed a
relatively stable pattern of ethnic relations under the natural state. However, the
expansion of the living space of the Han ethnic group, and Taiwan’s being governed
by the colony several times result in more complex interaction between Puyuma and
the neighboring ethnic groups.

Because the word-of-mouth legend is the main way to deliver the historical
memory for a non-writing nationality, the interaction between Puyuma and the
neighboring ethnic groups became distinct with written records in the Dutch
Occupation Period, after which, Puyuma and other indigenous groups began to come
into the historical view as a more distinctive image. Since then, experiencing changes
of the Zheng regime of Ming Dynasty, Qing Dynasty, Japanese colonization, the
recovery of Taiwan, Puyuma has always maintained close contact with the external
ethnic groups and rulers historically. They gained a superiority in ethnic interaction,
and slowly developed into a strong group of Eastern Taiwan, and even an agent of
regional sovereignty.

But since the Japanese occupation and the KMT authoritarian’s governing,
aboriginal people became vulnerable groups, and the mandatory transfoming social
traditions and fraudulent land sales accelerated the traditional aboriginal social
collapse. Since the original national movement in Taiwan in the 1980's, the long-term
contradictions and problems of Aboriginal Society entered the field of the Taiwan
ordinary population’s vision. As the representative of the indigenous groups,
Pinuyumayian conformed to the trend of the times. They formed a community or
alliance, and carried out the fight around the issues of ethnic autonomy, cultural

rehabilitation, rights protection and so on, which add a new form and content to the



ethnic interaction. In the post aboriginal movement Era, the field of Puyuma and the
surrounding ethnic groups’ interaction have realized the transformation from city to
country. As one of the four major political groups in Taiwan, indigenous groups are
more standing in their own perspective and towards the path of civilization.

This thesis argues that Puyuma could become a regional hegemon without the
dominant population size, the key reason is that Puyuma is a kind of ethnic group
which can accept external cultures to the greatest extent. In different periods of the
regional history, Puyuma can always adapt to the changing environment and shape
their cultural identity, faith identity and ethnic identity. After the interaction of the
groups, Puyuma can correct and adjust the scale to internal and external relationships,
S0 as to maintain a competitive advantage, which demonstrates particularity in the

indigenous communities in Taiwan.
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