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ABSTRACT

Transportation has been recognized as a critical component in regional
tourism system. The emerging of high—speed trains in China changes tourists’
traditional perception of time and space, shortens psychological distance
between origins and destinations, hence influences tourists’ choice of tourism
destinations and the development of regional tourism industry.

This paper utilizes an annual panel data of 178 cities over 2007-2013 period,
to assess the impact of high—speed trains on regional tourism development
measured by domestic tourism revenue, the results of fixed effect estimation
show that: @ To run the high—speed trains significantly contributes to regional
domestic tourism revenue. @ Cities gain the maximum benefit during the 2nd-4th
year after the operation of high—-speed trains. However, tendency will decline
in 5 years. ® For cities with high comprehensive transport index (CTI) and high
comprehensive resource index (CRI), high-speed trains are found to be
significant in enhancing domestic tourism revenue and attracting the
agglomeration of industry factor. And the corresponding coefficient is larger
in group with low CTI but high CRI, which suggests that the operation of
high—speed trains would successfully active these city’ s tourism development.
Compared with the first two groups, no significant influence is detected in group
with both low CTI and CRI, and group with high CTI but low CRI, which confirms
that it is tourism resource that ultimately matter in determining whether the
operation of high—speed trains will reinforce regional tourism economics.

In conclusion, this study analyzes the impact of high—-speed trains on
regional tourism economy development, time tendency and specific mechanism under
different level of CTI and CRI, which shed new 1ight on the relevant theory and
research method. And in line with results, some implications are discussed in

terms of tourism development.
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