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Abstract

In the late 1980s and early 90s, an administration reform swept developed and
developing countries. The new public management movement is a major reform of
the public management paradigm, this change is not only reflected in the theory
reform based on the public choice theory, institutional economics theory, transaction
cost theory, but is also reflected on the reform of methodology. Public management is
a discipline that has a variety of research methods. Experimental method, as the
traditional way of exploring problems, however, whether it be compared with other
experimental methods of social science, or the other empirical research methods used
in the public management discipline, few experimental method is used in the studies
of public administration.

Due to the unremitting efforts of some public administration scholars, public
management research has made some progress in recent years. Whatever the subject,
will be in the situation of "speaking their own words without rethink" during their
developing, timely and objectively summarize evaluate the development of the
discipline, will do good for the further development of the discipline. Overall, the
domestic public management experimental research is not much, and the objective
summary and analysis of these research are even less. Panoramically summary
analysis should be carried out on the progress of the experimental study of public
administration, finding the achievements and shortcomings in developing is
advantageous to the long-term development of the experimental study of public
administration.

This paper is mainly devoted to solve the problem of two aspects: the first part is
the questions related to the theory of public management experimental research: what
is the experimental research? Why do we encourage experimental research in public
management study? What’s the value of experimental method for public
administration research? How do scholars think about these issues? The second part is

about the application questions of experimental method in public administration: How



is the experimental study of public administration in the domestic and other countries?
Which kind of public management research is using the experimental method? What’s
special about these studies? What problems do these studies have? What opportunities
do Chinese public management experiment researchers have? What did research
institutions do to develop public management experimental research?

Innovation of this article is mainly in: firstly, I made a relatively scientific and
reasonable evaluation of public management research applying experimental method
from 2000 to 2015. At the same time, I also do the analysis the studies on the public
management experimental research of other countries in the form of a typical case
analysis to provide reference for domestic public management; Secondly, shows the
domestic research efforts for the development of public administration according to

the construction of Xiamen university laboratory of public policy as an example.

Key words: The experimental research; Public management; The research progress;
Public policy laboratory
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