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ABSTRACT

With the promotion and development of shipping industry and petroleum
exploitation industry, the oil pollution risk rises substantially. Traditional
compensation system which focus on “loss shifting”, can’t effectively adapt to the
mass tort resulting from the oil pollution. Hence the compensation system which
focuses on “loss spreading” starts to develop. Being one of the extremely important
members of “loss spreading” compensation system, oil pollution liability fund
effectively makes up for losses of victims of oil pollution and stimulates clean-up or
removal operations with its particular advantage, and soit plays an extremely
important part in protecting marine environment, safeguarding the rights of victims.
As one of the largest oil importing country, the United states of American has
established extremely strict laws of compensation of oil pollution, especially the Oil
Pollution act of 1990, i.e. OPA90. Therefore, the paper overviews the system and
legal principle of oil pollution liability fund first. Then the paper discusses American
oil spill liability trust fund system. Based on the discussion, the paper scans the
deficiency of domestic ships pollution damage compensation fund system and then
gives advice about improving domestic oil pollution liability fund system.

The first chapter of the paper is the summary of general theory of oil pollution
liability fund with the overview of three aspects: Basic information of the legislation
of oil pollution liability fund, oil pollution liability fund’s legal value and its
establishing mode. This chapter demonstrates the necessity of establishment of oil
pollution liability fund and efficiency of using the mode of trust fund.

The second chapter discusses the establishment of oil spill liability trust fund
under American law which will be described by three aspects: Mechanism snapshot,
establishing conditions and trust property.

Undertaking the second chapter, the third chapter continues to scan the oil spill
liability trust fund’s party from the perspective of trust mode and then shows the
party’s definition and its rights and obligations within the frame of trust mode.

Based on the system of American oil spill liability trust fund , the last chapter
scans the situation and deficiency of China’s ships pollution damage compensation

fund and gives advice of establishing an uniform law of oil pollution and



reconstruction of domestic oil pollution liability fund with the mode of trust fund.

Key Words: Oil pollution; Trust; Fund
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