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1 In t roduct ion  

 

In  2015, the working group on  Mapping and Assessment  of Ecosystems and their  Services 

(MAES) car r ied ou t  a  pilot  study on  urban  ecosystems and their  services, the “Urban  Pilot”. Th is 

pilot  was a  collabora t ion  between  the European  Commission , the European  Environment 

Agency, the Por tuguese Directora te-General for  Ter r itory, the Dutch  Presidency of the EU and 

10 cit ies in  Europe. It  deliver ed the 4
th

 MAES repor t  which  provides a  framework for  the 

assessment  of Urban  Green  Infrast ructure (UGI), tha t  cit ies in  Europe can  use to suppor t  their  

policies, assessment  and monitor ing of u rban  GI and th e u rban  ecosystem. 

Following the Urban  P ilot , a  two-year  project  has been  developed under  the t it le Enhancing 

Resilience Of Urban  Ecosystems th rough  Green  Infrast ructure: EnRoute. This project  is funded 

via  a  gran t  of the European  Par liament . 

The project  consists of three tasks: 

1. Task 1: Opera t iona lisa t ion  of the URBAN MAES-framework 

2. Task 2: Science-policy inter face on  urban  green  infrast ructure 

3. Task 3: Networking and improving flows of knowledge and in format ion  

 

This inception  repor t  descr ibes the overa ll goals of EnRoute and the act ivit ies tha t  a re foreseen 

in  the Project . It  a lso provides a  deta iled descr ipt ion  of the way the th ree tasks will be execu ted, 

and how they will in teract  with  each  other  (or : how they a re linked to each  other ). The repor t  

a lso contains a  rolling plan  which  will be regu la r ly upda ted. 
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2 Genera l object ives and products 

EnRoute bu ilds on  the result s of the MAES Urban  Pilot . It  a ims to in t roduce the MAES 

approach  in to the local policy a rena , connecting the governance levels hor izon tally and 

ver t ically, with  a  view to cont r ibu te to the fur ther  deployment  of Green  Infrast ructure in  cit ies 

and in  u rban  contexts . The purposes of the project  a re: 

1. to demonst ra te the poten t ia l of the applica t ion  of the URBAN -MAES framework on  a  

mult i scale progression , from the European  wide to the loca l u rban  scale;  

2. to ana lyse how science suppor ts policy, consider ing the effect ive in teract ions between  

the research  community and the loca l pract it ioners and stakeholders;  

3. To enhance con tacts between  communit ies of pract ice a t  differen t  sca les in  order  to 

exchange experiences and knowledge on  mapping, assessment  and implementa t ion  of 

u rban  green  in frast ructure, u rban  biodiversity and urban  ecosystem services , so as to 

suppor t  the fur ther  deployment  of u rban  Green  Infrast ructure. 

 

 

 

The con templa ted ou tcomes a re:  

1. an  accepted common framework for  the spa t ia lly explicit  mult i -scale assessment  of 

Urban  Green  Infrast ructure (UGI) and Urban  Ecosystem Services (UES);  

2. an  overview of policy oppor tunit ies and needs for  connecting urban green  in frast ructure 

to the local policy a rena ;  

3. a  network of organiza t ions involved in  the fur ther  development  and use of green 

in frast ructure a t  var ious governance levels in  the EU.  

These ou tcomes will be ach ieved with  par t icipa t ing cit ies and stakeholders th rough  desk 

studies, case studies, surveys and workshops. The result s of EnRoute will be presen ted in  an  

in ter im repor t  a t  the end of 2017, and in  a  final-repor t  in  November  2018. Besides, we foresee 

several meetings and even ts , including an  even t  in  the EP in  December  2018 to presen t  the 

overa ll ou tcomes of the project . We will st r ive for  an  opt imal synergy between  the differen t  work 

lines, as descr ibed under  paragraph  3, 4 and 5 and syn thet ized in  Table 1.  
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Table  1: Expe c te d e ve n ts . * J RC in  tou ch  w ith  th e  Ma lte se  ESMERALDA
1
 partn e r for lo ca l 

organ ization . ** Eve n t on  u rban  GI; poss ibly  in  com bin ation  w ith  a  se con d m e e tin g  on  th e  

u rban  partn e rsh ip. 

 EnRoute ESMERALDA EnRoute 

When 7-8 March 

2017 

May/J une 

2017 

October/November  

2017 

J anuary 

2018 

Spr ing 2018 Apr il 

2018 

December  

2018 

Where 

Rome 

(University 

La  

Sapienza -

Ita ly) 

Malta  

(Vallet ta ) 

Estonia  (Tallin ) J RC Ita ly (Tren to) Bulgar ia  Belgium 

(Brussel) 

EVENT 

Kickoff 

meet ing 

with  the 

city 

exper t s  

F ir st  

t echnica l 

workshop 

on  UES 

assessment 

and urban 

GIUGI*  

 

Technica l meet ing 

on  UGI and UES 

in  Mult i sectora l 

and cross sca le 

plans  

Technica l 

workshop  

 with  the 

city exper t s 

ESMERALDA 

t ra in ing 

act ivity on 

mapping 

urban  

ecosystem 

services 

Science 

policy 

workshop 

Linked to 

the 

urban  

agenda  

P resen ta t ion  

of resu lt s a t  

European  

Par liament  

** 

Sub 

tasks 

Task 1 

Overa ll 

a im of the 

task 

presen ted 

 

Deta iled 

discussion  

on  task 1.2 

      

Task 2 

Officia l 

sta r t  of the 

“nar row 

survey” 

Officia l 

sta r t  of the 

“broad 

survey” 

 

Side event: 

workshop 

Side event: 

workshop 

  Side 

event : 

workshop 

 

Task 3 

   fir st  

meet ing on 

the urban 

par tnersh ip  

   

 

  

                                                   
1
 ESMERALDA (Enhancing ecoSysteM sERvices mApping for  poLicy and Decision  mAking) 

(h t tp://esmera lda -project .eu /) 
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3 Opera t ionaliza t ion  of the URBAN MAES-

framework 

This task aims a t  implement ing the URBAN-MAES Framework to evalua te the st ructura l and 

funct iona l role of UGI, focusing in  par t icu la r  on : 

a . the con t r ibu t ions and effect s of UGI on  urban development  (u rban form, composit ion , 

st ructure and spa t ia l configura t ion  of cit ies) 

b. the relevance of UGI for  the provision  of u rban  ecosystem services; 

c. the biodiversity – ecosystem service rela t ionsh ip in  u rban  a rea ; 

d. the impor tance of a  mult i-scale approach . 

This br ings us to the following quest ions: 

a . Is the development  of UGI possible in  densely popula ted cit ies? 

 Regarding a  possible role of UGI in  u rban  policy and planning, is it  bet ter  to densify 

or  to sprawl? 

 Can densifica t ion  and UGI be well combined? 

b. How does UGI cont r ibu te to the EU's biodiversity goa ls?  

c. Can we derive an  overall pa t tern  of UES among the E uropean  urban  a reas? 

d. From the methodologica l and opera t ional poin t  of view: does the URBAN-MAES 

framework work? Does it  funct ion  (opera te?) as a  pract ica l inst rument  for  a  consisten t  

mult i-scale assessment? 

The assessment  will be organ ised with in  an  a cross sca le logic and with  differen t  levels of 

engagement  of stakeholders. Two sub-lines of act ivit ies will be developed; one a t  pan  European  

sca le: the “EU-wide assessm ent” and one a t  loca l sca le: the “Local level assessm ent: “city labs”. 

F igure 1 presen ts the ra t iona le of the approach  and Figure 2 shows the case studies. 
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F igu re  1: Sch e m a of th e  cross  sca le  log ic  o f th e  proje ct. Th e  sch e m a is  de rive d an d  

m odifie d from   Cow lin g  e t a l. 2008 an d  Sch le ye r e t a l. 2015 . A: repre se n ts  th e  EU -w ide  

asse ssm e n t, w ith  a  low e r in volve m e n t o f s ta ke h olde rs . Th is  t ask w ill provide  a  con sis te n t 

com parison  of c i tie s  across  diffe re n t re g ion s , an d w ill in fo rm  m u lti  se cto ra l action s  an d 

polic ie s . B1 an d B2 re pre se n t th e  c i ty  labs , w h e re  th e  le ve l o f e n gage m e n t of s ta ke h olde rs  

is  h igh e r.  Th is  task w ill fo cu s  on  loca l de ta ils  m ain ta in in g  coh e re n ce  w ith  th e  g loba l 

asse ssm e n t. 

 

As a  fir st  step the overall goa ls and the key policy quest ions will be discussed with  clien t  DG 

(ENV) and other  in terested DGs (REGIO and RTD). This consult a t ion  will take place in  

Brussels in  mid-February. 
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Figu re  2: Case  stu die s  o f task 1. 
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3.1 EU-wide assessment  
 

The a im of this phase is to provide a  consisten t  and comprehensive analysis of UGI and of the 

relevan t  UES in  Europe.  

The analysis will be carr ied ou t  for  the ~700 Funct iona l Urban  Areas (FUA) in  Europe
2
. OECD, 

in  collabora t ion  with  the European  Commission (Eurosta t  and DG REGIO) has developed a  

harmonised defin it ion  of u rban  a reas as “functional econom ic un its”, thus overcoming previous 

limita t ions linked to administ ra t ive boundar ies. According to this  harmonised definit ion  of 

u rban  a reas, Europe is character ised by a  polycen t r ic network of FUAs, reflect ing the divers ity 

and density of the European  urban  system, embracing cit ies and urban  a reas of differen t  size 

and with  complementary functions . This polycen t r ic network of u rban a reas a llows for  the 

development  of a  consisten t  comparison  of cit ies across differen t  regions, addressing the 

rela t ionship between  mult iple UES as well as how they a re a ffected by shared drivers and 

management  decisions. 

A par t  of the indica tor  framework proposed in  the 4
th

 MAES repor t  will be applied: 

 to measure the condit ions of u rban  ecosystems  (see table 4 in  the 4
th

 MAES repor t ): using  

o pressure indica tors (u rban  sprawl, a ir  pollu t ion) 

o sta te indica tors (rela te to grey/bu ilt  in frast ructures and green  in frast ructures) 

 to measure the relevan t  Urban  ES in  terms of capacity and demand  (see tables 21-22-23 in  

the 4
th

 MAES repor t )  

o regu la t ing services: a ir  quality regula t ion , noise reduct ion , local climate regula t ion , 

coasta l protect ion , flood protect ion , insect  pollinat ion  

o cultu ral services: na ture-based recrea t ion  oppor tunit ies; na ture – based educa t ional 

oppor tunit ies 

 to ana lyse the st ructure and the funct ional role of the Nature 2000 network within  FUA in 

suppor t  of the EU Biodiversity St ra tegy to 2020. 

 

Models, indica tors der ived from the URBAN-MAES framework and Tools
3
 developed by the J RC 

will be applied, using differen t  publicly ava ilable da ta  and da ta  sources (e.g. COPERNICUS 

DATA). 

The resu lts will provide an  overall pictu re across the European  urban  network with  the a im to 

in form mult i sectora l act ions and policies (e.g. BD st ra tegy and Regional policy). 

 

 

 

                                                   
2
 h t tp://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Publica t ions/Menu_Posters/Funct iona l-Urban-Areas.h tml 

3
 GUIDO’s ToolBox ht tp://forest .jrc.ec.eu ropa .eu/download/softwa re/guidos/ 
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3.2 Local level assessment s: “city labs”. 
 

The EU-wide assessment  will be complemented by a  more deta iled ana lysis of a  set  of case 

studies or  “city labs”, where the URBAN-MAES framework will be implemented using local da ta  

and involving in  the process the local stakeholders and focusing on  specific issues.  

The local assessment  will be based on 17 city labs tha t  will work with  22 cit ies . The choice of the 

case studies was based on  the cit ies tha t  have been  involved in  the u rban  pilot , and on  some 

cit ies tha t  have a lready shown in terest  in  EnRoute  mainly th rough  the MAES working group .  

Hereto a  let ter  of invita t ion  was sen t  to the in it ia l group, together  with  a  descript ion  of 

EnRoute. The let ter  expla ined the object ives of the project , the workload expected by the cit ies, 

and the expecta t ions they may have of the project  organ iza t ion .  

If the fir st  call for  par t icipa t ion  does  not  result  in  the desired number  of cit ies an  ext ra  call will 

be launched. This list  of cit ies involved in  this second round will be based on personal contacts, 

con tacts obtained via  the MAES working group and contacts obta ined via  the working group on 

Green  Infrast ructure. A genera l call for  par t icipa t ion  is not  foreseen  except  from a  call for  

collabora t ion  to the MAES working group.  

For  each city, the assessment  will be car r ied ou t  by a  team: the “city lab”. Each  team will consist  

of a t  least  a  civil servan t  from the city and/or  a  research  officer  capable of handling spa t ia l da ta  

using GIS. Each  city lab must  obta in  a  commitment  of the city administ ra t ion . An invita t ional 

let ter  was sen t  by the end of November  2016. By J anuary 2017 19 cit ies responded posit ively 

and 10 officia l expression s of in terest  were received. Although  this is a lready a  substan t ia l 

group, a  few ext ra  cit ies could be added . Table 2 shows the sta te of the a r t  a t  the 31
s t
 of J anuary 

2017, Figure 2 recaps the case studies of Task 1 (1.2 : EU-wide assessment  and1.2:  city labs). 
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Table  2: List o f c itie s  in v ite d in  th e  first rou n d. Each  c ity  lab i s  com po se d by  a  de le ga te  o f 

th e  m u n ic ipa lity  an d a  re se arch e r. 

City  Lab Offic ia l 

com m itm e n ts  

re ce ive d  Mu n ic ipality  De le gate  from  Re se arch  In stitu te  

Antwerp (Belgium) Europese su bsidies – 

energie en  milieu  

VITO Not  yet  

Helsin ki, Espoo, 

Vantaa  (Fin land) 

 SYKE  Not  yet  

Limassol (Cyprus)  Neapolis Univer sity of Pafos  YES 

Lisbon , Oeir as and 

Casca is (Por tugal) 

  YES 

Oslo (Norway) Agency of Urban  

Environmen t  

Oslo, Norway. 

NINA YES 

Tren to (Ita ly)  University of Tren to YES 

Padova  (Ita ly) “Area  lavor i pubblici” 

Municipa lity of Padova  

YES 

Pozn an  (Poland) Urban  Regen era t ion  

Office, Municipa lity of 

Potznan  

Mickiewicz Univer sity, Potznan  YES 

Kar lovo (Bulgar ia ) Municipa lity of Kar lovo Bulgar ian  Academy of Sciences, Sofia   

Ta llinn  (Lithuan ia ) Tallinn  Environment  

Depar tment  

Stockh olm Environment  Inst itu t e Tallinn  

Centr e (SEI Ta llinn) 

YES 

Rome (Ita ly) II Municipio, Rome University La  Sapienza  YES 

The Hague 

(Nether lands) 

 Alt er ra   Not  yet  

Utrech t  

(Nether lands) 

 Not  yet  

Valet t a  (Malt a ) Plann ing Au thor ity 

Vallet ta  

Inst itu t e of Applied Sciences, MCAST, 

Malta  

Not  yet  

Verona  (Ita ly)  University of Verona  YES 

Leipzig (Germany) To be decided Helmh oltz-Zent rum für  

Umwelt forschung GmbH - UFZ 

Depar tment  Stadt - und Umwelt soziologie 

YES 

Dublin  (Ireland) To be decided Depar tment  of Ar ts, Her it age, Regional, 

Rura l and Gaeltach t  Affa ir s (Ireland) 

Not  yet  

Glasgow  Clyde Va lley Green  

Network Par tn er sh ip 

(Scot land UK) 

Glasgow Caledon ian  University Not  yet  

Manch ester  (UK) Programme Dir ector  

Manch ester  Clima te 

Change Agency 

 Not  yet  

 

Once the cit ies a re selected, the city teams will be brought  together  for  the project  kick-off 

meet ing. The a ims of th is meet ing a re to fir st ly have the cit ies involved in  the project  since its 

sta r t , and to discuss and accept  the project  goals, it s planning and overa ll st ructure. This is a lso 

the fir st  moment  tha t  they meet  with  their  fellow cit ies. Secondly, during the meet ing, the 

teams will dra ft  a  work plan  for  their  individual process. Each  team will choose a  key topic: e.g. 
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Urban  Ecosystems condit ion ; UGI and biodiversity or  relevan t  ecosystem services tha t  play a  

key role in  the loca l con text . Model, methods and indica tors to be implemented will be selected 

from the URBAN- MAES framework.   

Verona (Ita ly) represen ts a  special case. In  Verona  a  research  group from the Depar tment  of 

Neurosciences, Biomedicine and Movement  Sciences, Sect ion  of Psych ia t ry has been  involved to 

focus on  the rela t ionship between  public hea lth  and ecosystem services .  

The kick-off meet ing will take place in  Rome on  7 and 8 March  2017.  

We will br ing the cit ies together  on  a  regula r  basis during the project . We expect  to involve 

them in  meet ings in  May 2017, October /November  2017, and J anuary 2018, and fina lly in  

Apr il/May 2018. The purpose of these meetings is to repor t  on  progress, to exchange experiences 

and resu lts. 

The meeting in  J anuary 2018 will have the purpose to enable cit ies to fina lize their  individual 

repor ts by March  2018.  
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4 Science-policy in ter face (SPI) 

In  the MAES Urban  P ilot  it  was recognized tha t :  

1. the assessment of u rban  green  in frast ructure could play a  posit ive role in  engaging UGI 

to fu lfil differen t  societa l goa ls; 

2. there was a  posit ive correla t ion  between  policies on  UGI a t  differen t  policy-levels; 

3. the posit ive rela t ionsh ip between  UGI and societa l benefit s  is not  a lways clear  to loca l 

policy makers. 

The SPI task is meant  to fu r ther  research  these topics, in  order : 

 to bet ter  understand how urban policy on GI a t  differen t  governance levels is mutua lly 

rein forcing;  

 to examine the poten t ia l of u rban  GI as a  ca ta lyst  for  engagement  in  increasing urban 

resilience in  a  number  of contexts (with in  communit ies and organiza t ions) in  different  

u rban  socio-economic, climat ic and cultu ra l set t ings th rough  an on line-survey, 

workshops and t ra inings; 

 to explore/examine how science is used in  policy/plann ing and how, potent ia lly, it  cou ld 

in form policy/plann ing in  opera t iona l terms. 

 

This br ings us to the following quest ions: 

a . How can  MAES-rela ted research  play a  role from a  mult i-scale poin t  of view? 

b. What  is the added va lue of an  UGI-policy a t  a  h igher  policy level (regiona l, na t iona l, EU) 

in  addit ion  to the local level (city, municipa lity)?  

c. What  do loca l policy makers need from h igher  policy-levels? 

d. How can  science help policy? 

 

These quest ions will be answered by means of two surveys amongst  policy officers and 

stakeholders, complemented by workshops organ ized dur ing the even ts mentioned under  

sect ion  4.2. 

After  th is phase, fu r ther  elabora t ing on the survey of the Urban  P ilot , we will develop two 

surveys; a  broad survey  with  Close-Ended or  mult iple-choice quest ions, and a  narrow -surve y  

with  open-ended quest ions. 

The “broad survey” will focus on  the degree the UGI and the UES framework a re in tegra ted in  

the plann ing system from a  local-regional-na t iona l perspective. 

This survey is meant  to be completed by a  la rge number  of civil servan ts a t  various policy levels, 

from na t ional to the local sca le. For  th is reason , it  must  be t ransla ted in to the na t ive language 

of the civil servan ts. Th is a lso means tha t  the answers should be easily t ransfer red to the 

result s, preferably without  the need for  fu r ther  t ransla t ion . Hence , the closed character  of the 

survey, using Close-Ended, mult iple-choice or  licker t  scale based quest ions. This wide survey 
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will sta r t  a fter  the first  network meet ing tha t  is planned in  May/J une, togethe r  with  the 

meet ing on  the assessments.  

The narrow  surve y  will collect  in format ion  on  whether  science is used to suppor t  policy and 

plann ing (the mainstreaming of the ES concept  in to policy and planning); and, if yes, what  a re 

needs of the policy a rena from the science community. These a re complex issues tha t  cannot  be 

addressed by closed-answer  quest ions. These are a lso quest ions tha t  will probably be best  

answered dur ing the full length  of the project , with  cit ies and scien t ist s tha t  a re a lready 

involved in  or  connected to the network. The open  and qualita t ive character  of the quest ions 

and answers make it  difficult  and cost ly to t ransla te them. This survey will thus be in  English. 

It  will sta r t  direct ly a fter  the fir st  meet ing with  the cit ies in  March  2017 and will run  through  

March  2018. 

 

4.1 Train ing, workshops demonst ra t ing and 

disseminat ing 
Next  to ga in ing in format ion  th rough  the surveys the SPI will a lso demonst ra te to policymakers 

how models and da ta  may be used to work on  local policy goals such  as health  or  climate 

mit iga t ion . This will be done by means of workshops and demonst ra t ions a t  various even ts. 

Severa l fu ture t ra ining workshops a re planned (new cont ract  on  MAES/GI from DG ENV, and 

ESMERALDA workshop on  urban  ecosystems in  2018). The project  will list  these workshops 

and see how best  to collabora te with  them to avoid overlap and to make best  use of resources.  In  

any case, th rough the J RC, the project  can  provide technical assistance or  co-organ ise these 

t ra inings (simila r  set  up to the TRAIN contract ). Fur thermore, side even ts will be organised a t  

a  number  of meetings tha t  a re organ ised within  EnRoute. 

Table 1 con ta ins the planned even ts and workshops (an  agenda  of even ts will be regula r ly 

upda ted dur ing the pr oject ). 

Dissemina t ion  of knowledge and exper iences will be done by organ izing even ts and 

par t icipa t ion  in  even ts tha t  a re not  pr imar ily organized by EnRoute. This will be fu r ther  

descr ibed under  paragraph  5. 

Nowadays other  init ia t ives rela ted to the Science-policy in ter face a re act ive across differen t  

policy sca les. For  example, the UNCCD has a  SPI with  the a im to bet ter  link the scien t ific work 

to the policy a rena . To efficien t ly make use of the ideas and exper iences of these SPI’s we 

consider  doing a  st ructured in ternet  research  with  regard to the goals, the inst ruments and the 

experiences of these SPI’s. Th is will resu lt  in  a  br ief repor t  with  –if possible- recommendat ions  

for  the SPI of EnRoute.  
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5 Networking and improving flows of knowledge 

and informat ion  

The 19 cit ies involved in  task 1.2 (Opera t ionalizat ion  of the URBAN-MAES-framework) will co-

produce a  loca l assessment  with  the a im of test ing the MAES framework. Beside this act ivity, 

we will enhance con tacts between  communit ies of pract ice a t  loca l, regiona l and na t iona l level 

in  order  to exchange experiences and knowledge on  mapping, assessment , valua t ion  and 

implementa t ion  of u rban green  in frast ructure, u rban  biodiversity and urban  ecosystem services.  

On  the 31st  of May, the city of Utrech t  h osted the EU conference on  Evidence based policy 

making for  susta inable cit ies. The conference has showed tha t  na ture-based solu t ions and green 

urban  in frast ructure offer  a  r ich  poten t ia l to suppor t  u rban  regions in  addressing a  variety of 

environmental, social and economic cha llenges and to become a t t ract ive, hea lthy and th r iving 

cit ies. Th is goes well beyond environmenta l policy, implying tha t  environmental issues must  be 

in tegra ted in to socia l, economic and other  policies, and vice versa .  

Such  an  in tegra ted approach  sets high  requ irements for  coordina t ion  between  depar tments of 

governments a t  var ious levels, as well as coordina t ion  among the Commission , na t ional, 

regiona l and local governments and other  stakeholders. The Urban  Agenda  for  the EU offers 

possibilit ies for  improving coordina t ion  and crea t ing a  network . 

The conference in  Utrech t  demonst ra ted the in terest  of cit ies to be involved in  a  par tnersh ip 

under  the Urban  Agenda . To br ing th is in terest  in to an  actual par tnersh ip we will –st r ive to 

organise even ts in  line with  the development  of the EU urban agenda  and with  the specific 

pr ior it ies of the EU Presidencies in  2017 and 2018 (in  agreement  with  DG ENV). This means 

tha t  a t  the even ts tha t  will be organised in  close coopera t ion  with  the resp ect ive Presidencies 

(Malta , Lithuania , Bulgar ia ) we will organize specific even ts to fina lly establish  an Urban 

Agenda  par tnersh ip, possibly formalised by declara t ion . To organ ize th is we will: 

 Gain  oversigh t  of the requirements for  establishing a  par tners hip (‘LOR’, list  of 

requirements (J anuary 2017) 

 Analyse the cur ren t  developments of the Urban  Agenda  to ga in  insigh t  in  the exist ing 

par tnerships, their  possible rela t ions with  the theme of EnRoute, and hence the n iche 

for  a  par tnership regarding urban  green  in frastructure  

 Work where applicable and possible together  with  the organisa t ion  of the Urban  Agenda 

to organize the process towards a  par tnersh ip (con t inuously) 

 Crea te a  network of cit ies to be involved (specifica lly with  regard to the EU 

Par tnersh ip). 

Next  to the developments regarding the Urban Agenda  it  is sensible to discuss the desirabilit y 

of act ive communica t ion and the oppor tun it ies for  the improvement  of the in formation  and 

knowledge flows (even tua lly via  a  network). 

Act ive communica t ion  may be of good use to dissemina te the exper iences and knowledge of 

EnRoute, bu t  a lso as a  means of enhancing the legit imacy of EnRoute, GIIR and MAES 

Working Group. To take maximum advantage of these oppor tun it ies it  is wise to th ink of a  key-
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message, and a  communica t ion  agenda . These can  be formula ted in  a  shor t  communica t ion 

plan . A simple communica t ion  plan  will be established before the fir st  meeting with  the 

involved cit ies. This plan  will be discussed with  the cit ies, to make opt imal use of their  

experiences and network. One of the elements of such  a  plan  will be the development  of a  folder  

(including a  logo) to in form in terested individua ls and organisa t ions, as well as to get  them 

in terested in  EnRoute. Such  a  folder  will be developed in  an  earlier  stage than  the 

communica t ion  plan  (J anuary 2017) as it  is h igh ly needed to communica te EnRoute in  a  clear  

way. 

Act ive communica t ion  may a lso help involving interested organ isa t ions and individuals in to the 

network. There is a  lot  of knowledge available on  the way to develop a  network. There is a  range 

of ‘inst ruments’ to be applied in  building and main taining networks. They a ll require their  own 

quality and in tensity of effor ts. For  example the quest ion  whether  one wants to use social me dia  

(linked-in , twit ter , facebook), a  specific website, act ive communica t ion  th rough  genera l or  

conten t -specific media , etc.. The desirability of working towards such  a  network will a lso be 

discussed in  the communica t ion  plan .  

F ina lly, DG RTD launched a  n umber  of projects on  na ture based solut ions  (NBS) in  cit ies. 

Clear ly the concept  over laps with  green  in frastructure so it  is useful to be in formed about  

ongoing act ivit ies in  these projects. A fir st  meeting organised by RTD and EASME was held on 

9 December  2016. Usefu l to know is the list  of cit ies where NBS will be implemented (Table 3) 
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Table  3: H2020 c lu s te r w ith  NBS proje c ts  (proje cts  a pprove d at th e  e n d of 2016)  

PROJ ECT 
Front  Runner  

Cit ies 
Follower  Cit ies  

UNALAB 

Tampere/FI Stavanger  (NO) 

Eindhoven/NL Prague (CZ) 

Genova /IT Castellon  (ES) 

  Cannes (FR) 

  Norderstedt   (DE) 

  Basaksehir  (TK) 

  Hong Kong (company/univ) 

  Buenos Aires  (company) 

  Guangzhou/China   (Observer ) 

  
Network of Brazilian  In telligen t  Cit ies   

(Observer) 

CONNECTING 

Genk (BE) A Coruna  

Glasgow (UK) Bologna  (IT) 

Poznan  (PL) Burgas (BG) 

  Derry (UK) 

  Ioannina (GR) 

  Nicosia  (CY) 

  Malaga  (ES) 

  Sara jevo (BA) 

  Solred (DK) 

  Thessa lon iki (GR) 

URBAN Green  UP  

Valladolid (ES) Mantova  (IT) 

Liverpool (UK) Ludwigsburg (DE) 

Izmir  (Turkey) Rovaniemi (FI) 

  Chengdu (China) 

  Binh  Dinh  (Vietnam) 

  Medellin  (Colombia ) 

GROW GREEN 

Manchester  (UK) Lille (FR) 

Valencia  (Spa in) Zadar  (HR) 

Wroclaw (Poland) Modena   (IT) 

Wuhan  (China)   

Nature4Cit ies 

h t tp://cordis.europa .eu /project /rcn /206413_e

n .h tml 

TEST SITES: Milano (IT), Alca la  de Henares (ES), Anka ra  (TR) 

and Szeged (HU) 

NATURVATION 

12 case-study cit ies 

6 URIP cit ies: Barcelona  (ES), Győr  (HU), Leipzig (DE), 

Newcast le (UK), Malmo (SE), Utrech t  (NL), 

+ 6 fu r ther  case study cit ies TBD 
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6 in terna t iona l compara tor  cit ies in  Belmont  Forum count r ies: 

Cape Town (South  Afr ica ), Melbourne (Aust ra lia ), Tian jin 

(China),  Sao Paulo (Brazil), Winnipeg (Canada) 

NAIAD 

DEMOS: Medina  del Campo Groundwater  Body (ES), Nice 

metropolitan  a rea  (FR), Bievres -Liers-Valloire ru ra l a rea  (FR),  

Thames estua ry (rura l and urban) (UK), Rot terdam  (NL), 

Copenhagen  (DK), Lodz (PL), Glinscica  ca thcment -border  of 

Lubjliana  municipality (SI), Lowe Danube (RO) 

 

Other  in terest ing projects a re ThinkN ature
4
 and EKLIPSE

5
. The fir st  (one of the funded projects 

by DG RTD) will develop a  mult i-stakeholder  dia logue pla t form and a  “th ink  tank” to promote 

innova tion  with  Nature Based Solu t ions .  The second (a  H2020 project  on an  EU mechanism for  

a  SPI on  biodiversity) a ims to develop a  “self-sustain ing m echanism ” for  suppor t ing bet ter  

environmental decisions. We should lia ise with  these two projects whenever  possible. 

  

                                                   
4
 h t tp://cordis.europa .eu/project /rcn/206223_en.h tml 

5
 h t tp://www.eklipse-mechan ism.eu/about_eklipse 
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6 Genera l management  & organiza t ion   

The project  will be led by a  small project  team compr ising J oachim Maes and Grazia  Zulian 

(J RC), and Mar t ijn  Thijssen  (ORG-ID, The Nether lands). They will be working as a  team, bu t  

each  with  specific responsibilit ies. J oachim Maes will be overall responsible for  the project  

management . Grazia  Zulian  will be fir st  con tact  for  the test ing and the implementa t ion  of the 

MAES-framework, and Mar t ijn  Thijssen  will be fir st  con tact  for  the networking and in format ion 

flows and the Science-Policy In ter face. The project  team will work in  close coopera t ion  with  the 

individual cit ies. The cit ies themselves a re responsible for  the execu t ion  of the loca l assessments 

in  concer t  with  the loca l organiza t ion  and –where applicable- the implementa t ion  of the resu lts 

in to local policies. The clien t  is J ulie Raynal of DG ENV of the European  Commission . She will 

approve the resu lts, and be respon sible for  the exchange with  DG ENV, DG REGIO, DG CLIMA 

and DG RTD of the Commission , as well and with  the communica t ion towards the E uropean 

Parliament . 

The MAES working group and the working group on GI and Restora t ion  established under  the 

Common Implementa t ion  Framework of the EU Biodiversity St ra tegy to 2020 will funct ion  as 

advisory boards. To enable th is , the project  will repor t  progress on a  regu la r  basis, either  in  

person  a t  the meet ing of the working groups or  by mail in  case there is a  specific it em tha t  

cannot  wait  for  the next  meet ing.  

The project  will seek for  synergies with  research programs such  as ESMERALDA, OPPLA and 

possibly the projects ment ioned in  Table 3. There a re a lso clear  rela t ions with  the u rban 

agenda . These rela t ions will be taken  care of by the project  team. Th ese rela t ionships a re 

summarised in  the diagram presen ted in  F igure 3. 

 

Figu re  3: re lation sh ips  w ith in  th e  proje ct . 
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Annex: Rolling plan  (to be upda ted regu la r ly). 

Date Project  management  

 

Communicat ion  

(Project  Team) 

Workshops and meet ings Assessments Science policy in ter face Networking 

Responsible J oachim Maes Project  team and J u lie 

Raynal 

J oachim Maes Grazia  Zulian  Mar t ijn  Thijssen  Mar t ijn  Thijssen  

01/12/2016 Star t  of the project       

31/12/2016    Invita t ions sen t  to the 

cit ies 

  

  J anuary 2017 Incept ion  repor t  ready Discussion on  

communicat ion (website, 

folder ) 

 Announcement of the 

Kick-off meet ing 

Open In ternet  research  

on  in it ia t ives rela ted to 

the  Science-policy 

in ter face 

 

10/01/2017 Meet ing with  Malta 

represen ta t ive to 

organise the Malta 

event  

     

30/01/2017 Incept ion  repor t  

meet ing 

     

28/02/2017  P roposal for  a  folder  

ready 

Announcement of the 

Malta  meet ing 

   

07-8/03/2017   Kick off meet ing with  the 

city exper t s in  Rome 

 St ructure of the nar row 

survey ready (project  

team) 

 

March 2017 Prepar ing cont racts 

for  the expert s 

   Open  nar row survey Draft  proposal for  

networking (Opt ions) 

16/ March  /2017 F ir st  update 

presen ta t ion  ready 

 MAES working group 

meet ing 

   

May/J u ly 2017   Malta  workshop (13 and 

14 J une) 

 Discussio  on  broad 

survey 

 

13/ September  

/2017 

Second update 

presen ta t ion  ready 

 MAES working group 

meet ing 

   

September  2017     Open  broad survey  

Q3 2017   Tallinn  event  (likely with  

NBS event ) 

Draft  European  

assessment  ready 

  

February 2018     Close broad survey  

     Close the nar row survey  

Q1 2018   Technica l workshop with 

the resu lt s of the city 

assessments 

European  assessment 

ready; 

City assessments ready 

  

Q2 2018   Event in  Bulgar ia     

 F ina l repor t  

Q4 2018   Event in  the EP     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE EU 

In person 

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct information centres. You can find the 
address of the centre nearest you at: http://europea.eu/contact 

On the phone or by email 

Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union. You can contact this 
service: 

- by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls), 

- at the following standard number: +32 22999696, or 

- by electronic mail via: http://europa.eu/contact 

FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EU 

Online 

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa 
website at: http://europa.eu 

EU publications 
You can download or order free and priced EU publications from EU Bookshop at: 

http://bookshop.europa.eu. Multiple copies of free publications may be obtained by contacting Europe 

Direct or your local information centre (see http://europa.eu/contact). 

http://europea.eu/contact
http://europa.eu/contact
http://europa.eu/
http://bookshop.europa.eu/
http://europa.eu/contact
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JRC Mission 
 

As the Commission’s  

in-house science service,  

the Joint Research Centre’s  

mission is to provide EU  

policies with independent,  

evidence-based scientific  

and technical support  

throughout the whole  

policy cycle. 

 

Working in close  

cooperation with policy  

Directorates-General,  

the JRC addresses key  

societal challenges while  

stimulating innovation  

through developing  

new methods, tools  

and standards, and sharing  

its know-how with  

the Member States,  

the scientific community  

and international partners. 

 

Serving society  
Stimulating innovation  
Supporting legislation 
 


