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Is clearance necessary?

• No clearance needed for theses/dissertations prior to 1978 
without copyright mark
• Fair Use may not be an adequate defense
• Authors have three years after discovering document is online 

to initiate lawsuit



Copyright clearance

• Determine what level of clearance you need
• Check with your legal department!
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People search engines 
beware the slow status bar, it’s usually going to ask for $
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Author permissions response rate

Contacted,	no	
response
39%

Deceased
1%

Responded	NO
4%

Unable	to	find
19%

Responded	YES
37%
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Author Responses – families of deceased authors
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Take Down Notice



Keep Records



Rebecca Bakker
Digital Collections Librarian

Any questions?  
You should definitely be able to find my email yourself now!
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