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Hip Hop DJing: 
A Basic History

Community of Practice

It was common for successful 
DJs to spend years waiting in 
the wings. While apprentices, 
they often were referred to as 
“record boys.” It was their job to 
help carry and set-up the 
equipment. Some notable DJs 
went as far as to rely on their 
apprentices to make the 
necessary weekly record 
buying missions to purchase 
the records that they played . J.Conzo Jr. Collection 

Cornell Hip Hop Archive
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What’s what?
● Turntables
● Mixer
● Cartridges
● Records
○ ...or

● Controller

When & where did Hip Hop 
begin?

It depends on who you ask, but 
the most popular origin story is 
that DJ Kool Herc (or Clive 
Campbell) was the first “Hip Hop 
DJ.” The first “Hip Hop Party” was 
in celebration of his sister Cindy’s 
birthday. The date was 8/11/73. 
The address was 1520 Sedgwick 
Avenue in Bronx, New York.



Questions?

max.macias@gmail.com
@MaxMacias
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@NicestLibrarian
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