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Editors’ Note 
 

This international seminar on Language Maintenance and Shift II is a continuation of the previous 

international seminar with the same theme conducted by the Master Program in Linguistics, Diponegoro 

University in July 2011. We do hope that the seminar with this theme can become a yearly program of the 

Master Program in Linguistics, Diponegoro University, as we see that this topic still needs our serious 

attention due to the inevitable impact of globalization on the life of indigenous languages. 

 

We would like to thank the seminar committee for putting together the seminar that gave rise to this 

collection of papers. Thanks also go to the head and secretary of the Master Program in Linguistics 

Diponegoro University, without whom the seminar would not have been possible. 

 

The table of contents lists all the papers presented at the seminar. The first five papers are those presented 

by invited keynote speakers. They are Prof. Dr. Hanna (Balai Bahasa Provinsi Sulawesi Tenggara, 

Indonesia), Prof. Dr. Bambang Kaswanti Purwo (Atma Jaya Catholic University, Indonesia), Dr. 

Sugiyono (Language Center, Indonesia), Peter Suwarno, Ph.D (Arizona State University), and Herudjati 

Purwoko, Ph.D (Diponegoro University).   

 
In terms of the topic areas, there are 33 papers on language maintenance, 24 papers on language learning, 

19 paper on sociolinguistics, 15 paper on pragmatics, 8 papers on discourse analysis, 8 paper on 

morphology, 2 papers on syntax, 2 papers on translation, 1 papers on psycholinguistics, 1 papers on 

phonology, and 1 papers on semantics.  
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Abstract 

 

Learning strategies are used to help students understand any information and solve any 

language learning problems. A learning strategy is a learner’s approach to learning and 

using information. The learning strategies include strategies for learning how to paraphrase 

critical or important or main information, picture information to promote understanding and 

remembering, ask questions and make predictions about text information and identify 

unknown words in the text. They also help students study information for developing 

memories or mnemonics and other devices to aid memorization of facts as well as strategies 

for learning new vocabulary, write sentences and paragraphs, monitor their work for errors 

and confidently approach. For example : reading strategies that help students figure out 

what a word is, comprehend what they are reading , acquire vocabulary and understand the 

structure of text. All of these strategies are essential for a well – integrated, balanced 

reading program. In other words, an order or array of strategies in other areas is necessary 

for students success. In this observation, the theory of learning strategies in the second 

language literature is adapted from Wenden and Rubin (1987 : 72) that can be classified 

into three strategies. Firstly, meta cognitive strategies are thinking about learning process, 

planning for learning, monitoring of comprehension and self evaluation after learners have 

completed their activities. While cognitive strategies related to individual learning tasks. The 

last type of strategy is social or affective strategies which concern with influence of social 

learning and process on learning. The writer found out that students who do not know or use 

good learning strategies often learn passively and ultimately fail in school. A teacher has an 

important role in learner’s learning strategy, therefore a teacher should be able to give 

instruction which focuses on making the students more active learners by teaching them how 

to learn and use what they have learned to overcome problems and successful . Such 

problems can occur in second language classes, in which students are learning a new 

language in an environment where that language is widely used for everyday communication 

 

Key Words: learning strategies, implement, conscious control, appropriate strategy, 

teacher’s role, effectively, efficiently. 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The most appropriate strategies must be chosen in order to be able to complete the students’ 

task successfully in learning process. .  The word learning includes learning strategies which consists of 

three aspects of strategies. Every learner will use different strategies depending on how good or bad his 

knowledge, how well motivated he is and his intelligence. In this research, the writer will concern on  the 

strategy of teaching reading . Teaching Reading is sometimes a boring activity not only for students but 

also for a teacher. Therefore, the teacher should be creative in implementing teaching Reading strategy 

appropriately, so the students are curious to know what the passage is about exactly. Consequently, what 

strategies used by the learners will influence their learning process. Secondly, what the conscious control 

of learning strategies is. The learners should choose appropriate strategies to do the task. The conscious 

strategies used, can help the learners’ process of learning. In fact, there is evidence to support the view 

that conscious control of learning strategies enhances learning, but the learners should become aware of 
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choosing appropriate strategies to do a certain task successfully. Thirdly, the role of the teacher is in 

making students’ aware of learning strategies. The teachers’ role is as an important point to encourage the 

students to use appropriate strategies. If the students experience some success in using appropriate 

strategies, their motivation in learning will increase and the attitudes to their abilities will also change. 

Therefore, learning foreign languages effectively needs skills and appropriate strategies to deal with 

learners problems. 

Language learners who believe teachers to be the authoritative source of knowledge are more 

prone to avoid self-directed strategies necessary to achieve language proficiency ( oxford,1990). A learner 

belief that fluency can be achieved solely through such traditional means as translation , grammar 

application and rote memorization can resist his or her range strategies.  

 

II.  LEARNING STRATEGIES 

             Learning strategies are used by students to help them understand information and solve problems. 

A learning strategy is a person's approach to learning and using information. Students who do not know 

or use good learning strategies often learn passively and ultimately fail in school. Learning strategy 

instruction focuses on making the students more active learners by teaching them how to learn and how to 

use what they have learned to solve problems and be successful. One strand addresses how students 

acquire information. It includes strategies for learning how to paraphrase critical information, picture 

information to promote understanding and remembering, ask questions and make predictions about text 

information, and identify unknown words in text. 

 A second strand helps students study information once they acquire it. It includes strategies for 

developing mnemonics and other devices to aid memorization of facts as well as strategies for learning 

new vocabulary. These strategies help prepare students for tests. 

 A third strand helps students express themselves. It includes strategies to help students write 

sentences and paragraphs, monitor their work for errors, and confidently approach and take tests. 

No single strategy is a panacea. For example, we have reading strategies that help students figure out 

what a word is, comprehend what they're reading, acquire vocabulary, and understand the structure of 

text. All of these strategies are essential for a well-integrated, balanced reading program. Likewise, an 

array of strategies in other areas is necessary for student success. 

 The learners use a strategy in learning strategies because they need to learn the target language. 

For instance, the learners have a reading task, they try to use the effective strategies to complete the task 

appropriately. They focus more on answering the questions rather than using the language orally. If the 

learners intend to have a conversation or a discussion, they will need to use communication strategies. In 

communication strategies the learners should know what words or vocabularies they need to use and what 

kind of sentences they need in order to be able to remain in that conversation. Sometimes the learners 

need to use gestures or mime and paraphrase. Therefore, communication strategies are also important. If 

the learners want to continue their discussion or conversation they need to use communication strategies. 

The learners not only need the communication strategies but they also need to get the opportunities to 

hear more of the target language. Suppose the learners have successful communication, their motivation 

for learning a second language can be increased. From a Reading task, the teacher has to able to create 

some exercises related to four language skills, they are: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. 

Therefore, the students always practice on those skills, so they are not only good at listening and speaking 

skills. Therefore, they will be good at language communication. In other words, the more practice their 

students have the better result they have. 

English teachers should avoid going to extremes in adopting teaching methods in the English 

classroom and that students’ learners of English should diversify their learning strategies so that they can 

select appropriate learning strategies for various learning tasks.  

 

III. CONSCIOUS CONTROL OF LEARNING STRATEGIES 

 In the learning process, the learners must be active. Active here means, the learners need to listen 

well in that learning process then ask some questions and answer the questions. So, they are practicing 

making questions and answering questions in the appropriate way. Not only they receive the information 

but they must also have the opportunities to internalize the information which is necessary for them. They 

should know and realize what strategies they need to do the task in an appropriate way. 

 In relation to this Wenden and Rubin (1987:16) point out that: “Further, students of learner 

strategies assume that making strategies conscious may enable learners to use their strategies more 

effectively and efficiently.” Based on that theory, the writer was observing fourth semester students of 
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Management Business Convention at Bandung Institute of Tourism. At that time the teacher asked the 

students to answer some questions and make a summary from the passage given. In that class there were 

about 24 students, there were three students who could do the task completely in fifty five minutes. 

However, the others had not finished completing the task at all. The writer observed those three students 

while one of them was doing the task she was talking with her friends and asked some questions for 

clarifications to her teacher. When she had finished the task she asked the teacher to check her work. The 

teacher checked it and she did it successfully. But another girl was doing the task alone without having a 

chat with her friends and without asking any questions to her teacher. When she had finished completing 

the task, she let her friends see her work. It was very neat and her teacher checked it. The third student 

was doing the assignment, he was asking his friends some questions and checking the new vocabularies 

in the dictionary. Finally, he finished completing the task, when the teacher asked his task, there were 

some mistakes in his task. Then the teacher explained the mistakes. He could make correction on his task 

well. Then finally, he could complete the task well, though in a bit longer time. While the others could not 

implement their learning strategies appropriately and effectively, they still need more time to finish their 

task. Some of them do not have good motivation in learning process and some of them have enough 

motivation but they need some help from their friends or the teacher to explain more. Therefore, in their 

learning process they need to try to have conscious learning strategies such as, meta cognitive and 

cognitive strategies well and effectively, then could also implement their social / affective strategy 

appropriately. They had completed the task appropriately, although all of them were using meta cognitive, 

cognitive and social/affective strategies, they were using those strategies in different ways and were all 

doing well. Those students used strategies consciously so that they were able to use their strategies more 

effectively and efficiently than the others. Therefore, they could pay attention to their learning strategies 

consciously which helped their learning process and they could also evaluate their learning strategies 

appropriately. The prime determination factor in language learning success is motivation, because 

motivation along with attitudes , determines the extent of active personal engagement in language 

learning. The degree of expressed motivation is the most single powerful on the choice of LLS, with 

highly motivated students using more strategies than poorly motivated students. 

 In the Rubin & Henze study (1981:24), Henze reported that conscious attention to her learning 

strategies helped her focus on her learning and that the writing of a diary helped her evaluate her own 

learning strategies, enabling her. In some cases to manipulate strategies so that she received the most 

benefit. Based on that theory, the writer had an experience interviewing her students about the way they 

studied and about their home. Tina, Ina and Tia were in the fourth semester of Management Business 

Convention at Bandung Institute of Tourism all doing their tasks well. Tina’s parents had professional 

job, her mother was very strict with her children. Consequently, Tina used to work or do her tasks 

efficiently. She realized she would have to study much harder to get better results or to be a good student 

if she wanted to get a good job in the real industry. The students know that English is an important 

language for hospitality, people who should contact guests directly, should be good at communication. 

Due to their job later is providing services to their guests. Therefore, they need to have targets in their 

life, in order to have good motivation to reach their targets. They had to keep practicing their English so 

they could have good English communication with anyone later. Having a goal is very important for 

students, so they could have appropriate planning, even in doing their assignments or tasks. They could 

predict how much time she should spend on it and decide what the task required. She is used to using 

effective strategies consciously. In fact, they have learned it from their home and their school experience. 

They have learned to monitor their progress, are aware of their targets and can predict how long they need 

to complete a task. They use conscious strategies in practicing a routine task which will be very valuable 

for their life. 

 Although, Ina has natural talent, her style of working is unplanned and sometimes disordered. She 

prefers to study or work long hours when she wants to, but she will give up when she makes no progress. 

She has a powerful memory and is good at getting the main ideas from the text. In fact, she has a strategy 

in learning. She works, discusses and argues seriously with her friends until she is convinced. She realizes 

that conscious strategies are very useful for her to lead her success. While the others do not really have 

conscious learning, but they really want to get the best result with their effort of completing the task. 

Therefore, they could not implement their learning strategies effectively and appropriately. They could 

not finish either their tasks on time, they need much longer time and need help to complete the task Prior 

to that, the writer had told them once her learning process, she used to implement conscious learning 

strategies through writing her daily activities in English in her notebook, so she could implement all her 

knowledge to make good sentences using all tenses needed to express her ideas. After a few months, she 
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checked her written work by reading the whole notes. Then she found some mistakes and she could make 

correction on those mistakes well. It is meant that her English was improving well. She kept doing it for 

quiet long time and finally she could express her ideas not only in writing but also in speaking. Finally, 

she could have good communication. Consequently, some of her students did the same thing and they 

could see the result or their English was improving a lot.  

 According to Nisbet and Shucksmith (1988: 6):“What is it then that distinguishes good learners 

from poor learners, or even good learning episodes from unsatisfactory learning episodes for each of our 

characters? It is obviously not merely the possessions of a certain intelligence quotient or even a clutch of 

academic study skills or right methods. What seems to be the pivot of each child’s reaction to the learning 

situation is his or her ability to monitor (consciously or unconsciously) the demands of the task and to 

respond appropriately – to recognize and manage the learning situation.” 

Some learners will be more successful than the other learners in learning a second language. It is 

not only caused by the learners’ intelligence, their skills, but also their ability to observe what strategies 

they need to do the tasks in an appropriate way. Once the writer observed the fourth semester students of 

Management Business Convention at Bandung Institute of Tourism, they were asked to answer some 

questions and make a summary from the passage given. There were only three of them who could 

complete the task successfully, while the others could not finish it. Fortunately, the writer also observed 

the ones who had not finished the task. Some of them did not try to answer any questions, they were not 

well motivated in learning the exercises. Some others did try to answer the questions, but they needed 

much time in finding the answers. It seemed that the exercises were difficult for them or their ability was 

not good and their response to the questions was inappropriate. Therefore, they could not complete the 

task on time. They could not choose the appropriate strategies to complete the task. The students’ English 

ability really heterogeneous, due to their different background, However, the teacher tried hard to train 

them slowly but surely. 

Nisbet and Shucksmith (1986:6) said, the successful learner is not necessarily the person who has 

discovered and mastered the correct procedure for each situation. We use the term strategies to refer to 

integrated sequences of procedures selected with a purpose in view, and successful learners have 

developed a range of strategies from which they are able to select appropriately and adapt flexibly to meet 

the needs of specific situation. 

Suppose the learners are given the same learning environment, the same target language, the 

same language level. Some learners will be more skillful in their approach to the learning task and some 

others will be more intuitive. There are some ways to succeed depending on the individuals’ learning 

style. The learners should be aware of what they are doing and their learning style. If they realize their 

strategies are inappropriate, they should change them into the appropriate ones in order to be able to do 

the task successfully. 

 Directly connected with the cultural beliefs are individual differences – that is, characteristics of 

the student that will influence his or her approach to the L2 acquisition process. Four individual 

difference variables are identified : intelligence, language aptitude , motivation and situational anxiety 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 Learning is how information is processed, reserved and recalled. The way of doing those 

activities is different for each learner, and depends on the intelligence, personality or motivation. For 

success and failure in learning depend on whether the principles of learning are applied appropriately or 

inappropriately, and on the individual. Strategies which are used repeatedly become automatically and 

remain potentially or effectively . is how information is processed, reserved and recalled. . They become 

conscious strategies that can help the learners’ process in learning. Teachers need to be involved in 

helping the students to be aware of their motives, resources and selecting strategies then using those 

strategies appropriately. The teachers also need to encourage the students to monitor and organize the 

students’ comprehension processes. Furthermore, the way the teachers present the information, give 

instructions, use strategies and their relationships will affect the students’ learning. The teacher should 

change the students’ perception that their failures are caused by the lack of effective strategies used rather 

than by the lack of ability. The successful learners are able to select which strategies work best for a 

certain situation or task. They should be aware of what they are doing and what their learning strategies 

are, they are also able to monitor their learning and make an appropriate decision to change their choice if 

it is not an effective strategy. As a result, the effective learners who are able to apply learning strategies 

flexibly and can monitor their process will learn more effectively and efficiently.                
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