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Editors’ Note 
 

This international seminar on Language Maintenance and Shift II is a continuation of the previous 

international seminar with the same theme conducted by the Master Program in Linguistics, Diponegoro 

University in July 2011. We do hope that the seminar with this theme can become a yearly program of the 

Master Program in Linguistics, Diponegoro University, as we see that this topic still needs our serious 

attention due to the inevitable impact of globalization on the life of indigenous languages. 

 

We would like to thank the seminar committee for putting together the seminar that gave rise to this 

collection of papers. Thanks also go to the head and secretary of the Master Program in Linguistics 

Diponegoro University, without whom the seminar would not have been possible. 

 

The table of contents lists all the papers presented at the seminar. The first five papers are those presented 

by invited keynote speakers. They are Prof. Dr. Hanna (Balai Bahasa Provinsi Sulawesi Tenggara, 

Indonesia), Prof. Dr. Bambang Kaswanti Purwo (Atma Jaya Catholic University, Indonesia), Dr. 

Sugiyono (Language Center, Indonesia), Peter Suwarno, Ph.D (Arizona State University), and Herudjati 

Purwoko, Ph.D (Diponegoro University).   

 
In terms of the topic areas, there are 33 papers on language maintenance, 24 papers on language learning, 

19 paper on sociolinguistics, 15 paper on pragmatics, 8 papers on discourse analysis, 8 paper on 

morphology, 2 papers on syntax, 2 papers on translation, 1 papers on psycholinguistics, 1 papers on 

phonology, and 1 papers on semantics.  
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Abstract 

The types of learners are really different. They have their own style in understanding some 

materials. The teacher will face any obstacle in giving some materials for the grade 8 

students of junior high school because there are some students who are really fast in 

catching some materials but we couldn’t forget that there are some students who are really 

slowly in getting some materials. The wise method to be applied in this case is constructivist 

because it will involve whole students for having collaborating in lesson activity. Moreover 

that the material will be taught is about hortatory exposition where students can share and 

argue their opinion relating with some recent issues. That is why there are so many 

beneficial in conducting this project. In the end of process, we will know that they will 

increase their comprehension and it will be shown an improvement in their attitude toward 

what hortatory exposition is.   

Keywords: constructivist, hortatory exposition 

 

Introduction 

 

There are kind of problem that students always face when they would like to learn about hortatory 

exposition; an additional learning material for RSBI students of junior high school. Most of students have 

a same problem when they learn about this material. They should make thesis first, arguments that are 

really useful in supporting the thesis and the last is about recommendation for what they are concerned of 

some phenomenon they will appear as main issues. In fact, we know that most students in junior high 

school have different learning styles, comprehension abilities and read far below their correct grade 

levels. It will make them facing difficulties when they learn about hortatory exposition. Moreover they 

have limited skill in writing and understanding the text. By looking at that fact, this project focuses on the 

improvement of comprehension and attitudes with grade 8 of junior high school toward hortatory 

exposition. Hopefully it will improve grade 8 students learning using constructivist teaching methods. 

Constructivist methods will include the use of visual aids which consist of videos, pictures, and the 

internet also CD’s limited direct instruction, hands on assignments, and collaborative group projects will 

be utilized as well. There will be so specific beneficial by using a constructivist approach, students in 

grade eight will show an improvement in their attitude toward hortatory exposition as measured by a 

survey. In realizing this project, for about six weeks during February until May 2013, it will be used in 

making effective the lesson activity in the class. Moreover during that time is second semester for junior 

high school based on the syllabus of calendar academic that material taught. 

Constructivist method 

Basically there are so many theorists that be conducted to do this project. But this project should focus on 

what kind of situation of the class, the students and the material involved because the theorist we choose, 

it will represent the result of this project. It is relevant, it is quite useful, or it is helpful in conducting the 

lesson activity to be accepted easily by the students. Schunk explains that “Cognitive theories emphasize 

the role of learners’ thoughts, beliefs, attitudes, and values (2007, 17)”. Based on the quote above, we 
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know that constructivist method is the closer method in comprehending the differences of the learners’ 

thoughts, belief, attitudes and values, as we know that the students of the class are heterogeneous. That is 

why his project will use relevant literature of the various theorists and those who have researched and 

practiced constructivism. Teaching grade 8 students for hortatory exposition using constructivist methods 

is an ever-continuing, developmental process to be used at the educator’s direction. Instead of using the 

traditional goals of teaching behavior of particular skills of instruction, constructivists focus on the theory 

that emphasizes the careful study of the process by which children create and develop their own 

knowledge (Strommen & Lincoln, 1998). 

The constructivist jean Piaget in his theory of cognitive development developed a series of stages 

(Wadsworth, 1972):  

     Sensorimotor period: behaviors that occur at birth and are necessary and instrumental for later 

cognitive development. Period of Preoperational Thought: the ability to internally represent event(s). 

Period of Concentrate Operations: The child evolves logical thought processes that can be applied to 

concrete problems. Period of Formal Operations: The ability to solve all classes of problems, which can 

be solved through logical operations. 

According to Piaget’s theory, during the concrete period, social interaction is one of the variables that 

facilitate cognitive development. Piaget found that during the concrete period, social interactions are any 

behaviors (conversations, play, games) that involve an actual interchange between two or more 

individuals. The interaction between each other will trigger the student in making good attitude for having 

braveness in sharing argument for relating material discussed by their friend, deciding some 

recommendation for the material topic they are concerned. It is highlighting the class to be more active 

and of course the students will get their inquiry in understanding some case or knowledge by having 

interaction with their friend and learning from their friend experience or their fault. They will express 

what they need, what they want, what they argue, what they debate, what they support, what they advise 

through the means of communication ‘language’ thus, when language becomes functionally 

communicative, it is a form of social interaction. The topic for hortatory exposition in junior high school 

relates with the social phenomenon that happen nowadays. They will get involved for the updated recent 

thing issues which are really closer to them. It will make them contextualizing by the day and people 

surround them. And make them interested for learning it. When teaching students in the classroom is 

about social concepts and interactions the constructionist approach is more desirable (Wadsworth, 1972). 

Many students who have academic problems fall into two categories. Those categories will determine 

them in mastering the material fast or not because it is depending on their attitude in paying attention for 

some material. To make it clear, here are two categories: the social butterfly and the last minute learner. 

Student who are social butterflies are not very visual or very good with detail but have very poor 

organizational skills. Also, they are very emotional and overreact in many situations. The last minute 

learner is a risk taker who likes to crack jokes at the wrong time or inappropriately behavior, the student 

responds poorly to authority form (teachers and administrators), which sometimes leads to confrontations. 

Using a constructivist approach could help both of these students during social interactions with other 

students in collaborative and group projects (Sternberg & Swerling, 1999) 

Background knowledge 

Michael Hoagland (2000) examined constructivism, or more specifically, the idea of dissonance between 

the student and new information. Hoagland found that it was especially helpful when the lesson was 

broken down into shorter pieces and delivered in one class period or less. When dealing with the students 

with learning disabilities this approach was a very powerful technique. Also, when students are 

introduced to various types of sources such as primary documents, historical writings, video clips, and 
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activities, the students are challenged by their own prior knowledge of what they thought the materials 

were about, and thus, are guided to the actual information that the teacher wanted them to learn. 

When dealing with students with various learning disabilities Hoagland (2000) found that if he assessed 

his students by requiring discipline inquiry with a command of the facts, vocabulary, and concepts that it 

would show what the students actually learned. He also found that he could assess the students more 

realistically if they gave presentations and had students led discussions, which lowered the stress levels 

and made the students more relaxed in sharing with each other the information studied. 

Finally, by directing the students to understand something happened in their real life such us the natural 

phenomenon, disaster, the bad effect and the good effect of something, the differences points of views in 

looking for facts, it will help the students in comprehending the material relating with the hortatory 

exposition. That is more relevant to the lesson activity which is required the students in having an 

argument for some facts as their thesis in making hortatory exposition. It is do really need different 

perception in deciding the supporting idea for what they talk about. Moreover the interaction between 

each other in a small group discussion will let them into various ideas. It will make carefully in arguing 

something with responsible reason why they reveal some case to be understood by other while giving the 

recommendation for avoiding or using it. One constructivist technique is to have the students write their 

own argument in addition to those written by others. By incorporating their lives as examples, then 

important incidents events (Tsunami hitting Japan, the effect of global warming, Iraq war, and the 

advanced technology) of the case should be easier understood by the students. When dealing with present 

issues that affected them more directly, junior high school students would be more receptive to dealing 

with current school issues concerning them, such as mandatory uniforms, drugs, and violence in school 

(Maxim 2003). 

Hortatory exposition 

Before it will be explained more detail about how to treat this method, we should know first what 

hortatory exposition is. Actually it is such kind of material which focuses on driving the readers to act like 

the writer thought as stated in the text. The purpose of hortatory is influencing and persuading the readers 

by presenting the supporting arguments. Hortatory exposition is a text which represents the attempt of the 

writer to have the addressee do something or act in certain way. By the definition above we know that the 

students are needed to know what kind of case should be known deeply in order to help them in making 

an idea. So they can   support their thought for making exposition. For further that they can give good 

advise for something they are discussed. It is also important to know what kind of factors indicating some 

texts can be called Hortatory Exposition. The factors are as follows: thesis statement, arguments and 

recommendation. It will be broken down to make clear explanation. What is thesis? Actually it is dealing 

with the writer’s thought. It is presented as thesis which is proven by several arguments. For example in 

the first paragraph, the writer points his thought about the importance of accompanying children while 

they are watching TV show. It is important to protect the children from the bad influences of TV show. 

So, as the writer, the students should focus on the case because indirectly they have made limitation for 

what they are going to be discussed. Then what is argument? It will be shown for the following 

paragraph. It shows the writer argument in supporting the thesis. It is supported by various researches that 

there are a great relationship between watching TV and the watchers personality. One study describes that 

much time for TV can cause bed-time disruption. The others show the possibility of becoming an 

aggressive character because of watching TV too much. So the student must have thought that in writing 

argument they should keep on their line for supporting the thesis. They don’t have to be out of box 

because it will make them less of fact. It will make their argument debatable or less of evidence to be 

proven. Finally there will be recommendation for something that is taken as issues. After stating the thesis 

and proving with various arguments, the text is completed with the writer’s recommendation on how the 
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parents should protect the children for the bad effect of watching TV. It is a way to overcome the problem 

such kind of advising, teaching effectively for some cases and it must be in positive way. 

The following bellows are also the language features that the students should carry attention to the text:  

1. focusing on the writer 2. using abstract noun (policy, advantage, etc).  3. using action verb 4. using 

thinking verb 5. using modal adverb (certainly, surely, etc) 6. using temporal connective (firstly, 

secondly, etc) 7. using evaluating words (important, valuable, trustworthy, etc) 8. using passive voice  9. 

using simple present tense. 

By knowing these language features, it is expected that the students will be easier in using this rule to 

interpret their idea into spoken or written. 

Teaching constructivist into hortatory exposition 

Scaffolding is a constructivist method when teaching an exposition lesson especially hortatory. We 

should give a small proportion of the topic to be discussed because it is very useful to the student in 

making an outline what should they do. This method will be so helpful by planning the elaborated 

exploration. It will allow the student to incorporate the lesson being taught that day. Then for the 

elaboration we should make sure that the student experiencing the lesson by participating in discussion. 

For example the teacher will give some topics to be made an exposition for hortatory then each student 

will make their own thesis, argument and recommendation. It will be trusted that the student might focus 

on a particular event during the time period to discuss and therefore will gain a deeper understanding of 

the time period. 

Another scaffolding strategy is peer collaboration. After the student made the exposition, the teacher 

should not judge whose texts are correct. The teacher should compare between one and another. Let them 

correct each other and then the teacher just guide the discussion while giving emphasizing that they do 

not have to blame who’s false or wrong but collaborate each other in making a good text. While giving 

inserted additional related information, for example; A student reads loudly and other will respond 

directly as the feedback. If there were some confusion, other will give questions. The students will focus 

the question on the content of the text information. Again, the overall reason for the collaboration is for 

the students to be able in having social interaction, in learning from others, in empathizing, in 

understanding their own stories more fully, to care about others’ interpretation of the world, and to be 

able to identify and respond to other people’s perspective (Fosnot, 1996). 

There are other practices that may help a student with comprehension: webbing and semantic maps are 

useful when developing vocabulary. Teacher modeling and the use of context clues when learning 

definitions to unknown words and using direct or contrived experiences can be another powerful asset 

when building vocabulary (Krauss, 1996). 

Conclusion  

The classroom is where constructivist theories and practices meet reality. Piaget has shown that there are 

various stages of cognitive development and that it is constant and ongoing. For giving opinion or arguing 

some cases it is better for teacher using a constructivist approach because it has a vast array of 

constructivist strategies that will assist the students with comprehension and study techniques. Using 

collaborative teaching, peer mentoring, and teacher-guided practice are a few strategies that focus the 

students on the students, we will be shown that the student will find their attitude in learning some 

materials. Students showed a moderate change in their general enjoyment of the class, and showed an 

increase of appreciation for school after constructivist instruction was used in class. These results support 
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the hypotheses that when using a constructivist approach, junior high school students in grade 8 will 

increase their comprehension and improve their attitude toward what hortatory is.  
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