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What is STS Sources? 
STS Sources is Eurostat's methodological database containing information on 
how short-term business statistics are compiled in the EU Member States. 

• Firstly, this document will give an overview of the product and why it 
exists. 

• Secondly, it will discuss the contents and features of STS Sources as 
a database. 

• Thirdly, it will describe possible extractions that can be made from the 
database in order to disseminate them to anybody interested in this 
specific area of business statistics. 

Main aim of the product 
STS Sources was developed in order to store methodological information 
from different countries in a structured and consistent manner with a view to 
then disseminating this information to users and other experts in the field. This 
facilitates the presentation of information in a fully comparable manner 
between countries and overtime. 

The database functions permit any subset of the stored information to be 
extracted in a variety of output formats. Once created, these output products 
exist independently from the database and can be further edited or, due to 
their media, widely disseminated. 
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History 
STS Sources has grown out of a 
project to document the data 
collection methods for industrial and 
construction short-term indicators 
that was carried out during the mid-
1990s. Each year methodological 
information was collected for a 
subset of indicators and then 
published, starting with the core 
indicators of industrial production 
and producer (output) prices. This 
exercise was repeated over a four-
year period until practically all of the 
indicators had been documented. 

In 1998 a Council Regulation on 
short-term statistics (STS-R)1 was 
adopted and replaced two Council 
Directives from 1972 and 1978. One 
of the main features of the STS-R 
was to extend short-term business 
statistics beyond the industrial and 
construction activities to also cover 
distribution and services. Allied to 
the intensification of contacts with 
applicant countries this provided the 
impetus for a re-launch of this 
project. It was decided to 
simultaneously update the 
information concerning the 
indicators for industry and 
construction and to expand 
coverage to include new indicators 
for retail trade and other services. 
Technological developments since 
the creation of the first database in 
the mid-1990s, notably the 
increased use of the Internet for 
disseminating information, led to a 
complete review of the techniques 
used for storing and disseminating 
this information - STS Sources was 
born2. 

Link between the product 
and other methodological 

developments within 
Eurostat 

The development of the STS 
Sources database and 
dissemination tools has been carried 
out as part of a loosely co-ordinated 
network of methodology databases 
on EU business statistics. The other 
parts of this system that are 
operational today are the SBS 
Sources database which contains 
comparable information on national 
data collection methodology for 
structural business statistics and 
CODED, a database of concepts 
and definitions which is currently 
being extended beyond business 
statistics. The co-ordinated 
development of these databases 
means that some of the 
dissemination products of STS 
Sources (and SBS Sources) can be 
dynamically linked with the 
definitions available from CODED, 
providing a seamless integration of 
standard definitions and terminology 
with the information on national data 
collection techniques. 

What information is stored 
in STS Sources? 
Database features 

The technical platform of STS 
Sources is a Microsoft Access 97 
database. The methodological 
information in STS Sources is 
organised into two main categories: 

1. an overview of legislation, 
classifications, units and 
registers used for short-term 
statistics which tend to be 
common across many or all 
indicators; this is referred to in 
STS Sources as the "statistical 
system" of the Member State; 

2. information more or less specific 
to individual short-term indica
tors (sometimes information is 
given on a multi-indicator survey 
or administrative source rather 
than a single indicator). 

More information about the STS-R and its 
implementation is available in Statistics in 
Focus no. 14/2000 (CA-NP-OO-014-ES-C) 
"Short-term business statistics and their 
dissemination". 

Existing information on national 
methodologies from the old database (called 
Mona Lisa) was transferred into STS 
Sources. It was from this basis that Member 
States were invited, in April 2000, to update 
the information for industry and 
construction and to extend it to distribution 

and services. The information given on the 
current contents of the database indicates 
the extent to which updates have been 
received at the time of writing. 
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Top heading 

Statistical system | 

Indicator f 

with sub-headings 

nstitution 
Legal basis 
National classifications 

Business statistics realster 

Summarv of indicators 

General information 

Population coveraae 
nformation collected on each unit 

Primarv data collection method 
Production of results 
Quality 
Dissemination 

broken down further into 

Activity classifications 
Regional classification 
Other classifications 

General information ' ; .„, 
Population coverage 
Record contents 
Updating 
Dissemination 
Planned changes to the register 

Administrative information 
Summary of questionnaires 

List and definition of variables 
Time span covered by data 
Planned changes in information collected 

National dissemination ; 
Transmission to Eurostat and further use of the statistics 

Table 1 : Hierarchical tree structure of methodological sub-headings within the STS Sources database 

Information is recorded for each 
country for one statistical system 
and as many different short-term 
indicators as relevant for that 
country. A time stamp (reference 
year) is associated with each 
indicator so that information can 
simultaneously exist in the database 
for multiple years for the same 
indicator and hence updates can be 
recorded as and when the national 
statistical authorities inform Eurostat 
of changes in their methods. Each of 
these unique combinations of 
indicators and years has 
approximately 70 methodological 
sub-headings assigned to them, 
according to a uniform hierarchical 
tree structure. A summary of the 
main headings are shown in table 1 
for the unique statistical system and 
the multiple indicators; note that 
these headings are broken down 
into further detail in the database. 

The information contained in each of 
the methodological sub-headings is 
treated by the database as a unique 
record or building block. Each one of 
these can be uniquely defined by its 
context: 

• country; 
• statistical system or name of 

indicator; 
• year; 
• hierarchical item 

(methodological sub
heading); 

• language (as the database 
can store information in 
more than one language). 

As the database has been 
constructed/designed in this way, 
information can be compared 
between countries and over time 
and can be extended to new 
countries and indicators, as well as 
being simply updated. 
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Table 2: Coverage of indicators by economic activity 

Source: Eurostat (STS Sources database) 

Note: the table displays for each (group of indicator(s) the latest available year of methodology; D = derogation granted for the 

compilation of the indicator and hence no methodology available; blank cell = no information currently provided (as of 18/9/2000 -

information expected soon); for labour input indicators some or all of the following indicators are covered: employment indices, hours 

worked, wages and salaries. 

Country and short-term indicator 

coverage 

Language coverage 

Information on the basic tools used 

for short-term business statistics 

(the "statistical system" part of STS 

Sources) is available for most EU 

Member States for 1999 or 2000. 

For the remaining Member States 

older information is available but is 

somewhat incomplete as it is based 

on information collected before the 

STS Sources project was started 

and hence has less detail in certain 

areas. 

Table 2 lists the short-term 

indicators for which methodological 

information is available by Member 

State. The reference years for which 

this information exists are given in 

the table, grouped by activity. As 

can be seen nearly all of the reports 

have been updated recently. As with 

the information on the statistical 

system the updates for the years 

1998 to 2000 tend to be more 

complete than the earlier ones. 

Eurostat will regularly ask the 

Member States to update this 

information, probably on an annual 

basis during the implementation 

phase of the STS-R. 

The STS Sources database was 

designed to store and extract 

methodological information in any 

number of languages. However, all 

content is currently available only in 

English. 
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How is information 
disseminated and where is 

it available? 

An important design goal of the STS 

Sources database was the 

possibility to generate multiple 

output formats, depending upon the 

needs of the end user. As such it is 

possible using the database 

interface to extract tailormade 

information for a userdriven 

selection of countries and years. 

Once generated these extractions 

exist independently from the 

database itself and can be made 

available as separate products. 

Output types that can be 

generated from STS Sources 

There are two different output 

formats available: 

• MS Word output; 

• HTML output. 

In addition, the MS Word output can 

be converted easily and 

conveniently to other text formats, 

for example PDF. 

Word documents 

The STS Sources database is 

capable of producing a document in 

Microsoft Word 97 format ready for 

printing and duplication. As well as 

the actual contents of the database, 

this file also contains a front page 

and a credits page. The file is fully 

formatted with basic features that 

could be expected from a 

methodological reference work: 

headers and footers identifying the 

countries and indicators 

documented, page numbering, an 

autogenerated table of contents 

and text formatting. 

Prior to generating an extraction, a 

selection can be made of the 

database's contents to tailor the 

resulting MS Word document to 

specific needs. It is possible to 

generate output for any selection of 

countries, indicators and years. In 

addition, the extraction can cover a 

selection or all of the hierarchical 

items (methodological sub

headings) that were used in 

structuring the information. An 

example screenshot is shown 

below: 

EEBttsmüsamssm l - l f l l x l 

! file latoma E* ï « * insert Fgrmat Tools Table Window Help 

" a : ; ® . O E£l 132%  i f S j I g Θ l o o s e * ? 

DENMARK 

Number of persons employed in construction (2000) 

General information 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n 

Type of source 

Statistical survey 

Name of indicator/source 

Number of persons employed in construction and civil engineering (beskæftigede ved bygge og anlægsvirksomhed). 

Institution responsible for the source 

Statistics Denmark 

Person responsible 

Mrs Charlotte Hansen 

Head of Section 

Tel.: ( + 4 5 ) 3 9 17 35 42 

Fax: (+45) 39 17 39 99 

email: chh@dst.dk 

Legat basis 

The legal basis under which the data is collected is specified ¡n the Statute of Danmarks Statistik n° 1189 of December 

1992, art. 8, where a list of variables is identified. 

Obligation on unis to provide data 

The business units are obliged to provide the data according to statute. Fines can be given in cases of nonresponse or 

deliberate reporting of wrong information. 

Date of first use asa source 

1961 

Reference year of this report 

2000 

Register on which the source is based 

The Central Statistical Business Register. 

Planned changes in legal basis, obligation to respond and register used 

None 

¡ Page 31 Sec 11 31/318 ;At 
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PDF documents 

Once an MS Word output has been 
created, it can be converted easily 
into the "Portable Document Format" 
(PDF) using Adobe's Acrobat 
software. The resulting platform-
independent PDF document can 
then be distributed to be used with 
Adobe's Acrobat Reader (available 
free of charge) that runs on almost 
any computer3. The benefit of this 
solution is that the end user does 
not require a copy of the database 
software or the word processing 
software in order to read the 
document, whilst the document can 
also be read on a variety of 
computer platforms. Another 
advantage of the PDF format is that 
the file contents and format cannot 
inadvertently be changed after its 
generation. Because of this, the 
author retains greater control over 
the contents and layout of the 
document. 

Eurostat will distribute PDF 
documents in electronic format as 
well as printed reports subject to 
demand. Interested parties should 
contact the official responsible for 
European short-term business 
statistics Gunter Schäfer or refer to 
the Commission's Business 
Methods web site (freely accessible 
at the time of writing). 

HTML interface/product 

This output choice results in the 
creation of a complete HTML 
product that integrates the 
methodological information on 
national data collection practices 
with fixed background information 
such as the STS-R, other relevant 
EU statistical Regulations, the 
NACE Rev. 1 classification of 
economic activities and the NUTS 
classification, as well as a glossary 
of terms4. All this information is 
accessible through a user interface 
featuring some standard 
navigational features as well as a 
tailor-made, collapsible, tree to 
browse through the various levels of 
the methodological sub-headings. 
One of the main advantages of the 
HTML product is that it allows users 
to view information for either one 
country/source combination at a 
time or two of them in a side-by-side 
view. Hence comparisons can be 
made of the compilation practices 
used for two different indicators for 
the same country or between two 
different countries. Furthermore, it is 
possible to insert hyperlinks on 
individual terms which call up on
screen explanations from the 
aforementioned glossary. 

The HTML output of the database 
can be customised in a similar 
fashion to the MS Word output, by 
selecting any combination of 
countries and indicators prior to 
output generation. For each of these 
combinations it is possible to select 
the particular year desired (normally 
the latest year for which the 
methodological information is 
available) as well as all or only some 
of the methodological sub-headings. 

Since technically the HTML output is 
a set of (several hundred) HTML 
and ancillary files (images mainly) it 
only requires a recent Internet 
(WWW) browser to use it. Without 
any adaptations, the set of files can 
be shared across an Intranet or the 
Internet. Furthermore, it can be 
disseminated via a CD-ROM as a 
stand-alone application. 

Eurostat has produced such a CD-
ROM, with the title "Short-term 
Statistics - National Methodologies". 
Specialist users working intensively 
with the information may receive a 
copy of this CD-ROM directly from 
Eurostat (again contact Gunter 
Schäfer) or consult the Business 
Methods web site at the address 
given at the end of the text. The next 
page shows a screenshot of a two-
country view from the CD-ROM 
product. 

In fact, the reader software is likely to be 
already installed on most modern 
computers. 

v The latest version of this glossary is made 
available by Eurostat 's "Concepts and 
Definitions Database" (CODED) which 
contains a module to generate the glossary 
in the formal required for the STS Sources 
output. 

The Business Methods web site 
referred to in this Statistics in 
Focus can be found at the following 
address: 
http://forum.europa.eu.int/Public/irc 
/dsis/bmethods/info/data/new/nat 
meths.html 

Taylor-made selections of 
methodological information may be 
requested from Gunter Schäfer, 
tel:+352 4301-33566; 
fax:+352 4301-34359; 
e-mail: gunter.schaefer@cec.eu.int 

Box 1: Availability of STS 
methodological information 

Statistics in focus — Theme 4 — 18/2000 -
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Data collection media 

Data is co l lec ted by posta l quest ionnai res. 

Timetable of data collection 

Quest ionnai res are pos ted to the repor t ing uni ts 5 

days before the Wednesday re ference da te w i th a 

due da te o f reply 2 weeks la ter . Data co l lec t ion is 

normally c losed 10 weeks a f te r the re ference 

Wednesday . 

Sample or census 

St ra t i f i ed sample survey . This includes enterpr ises 

hav ing their main ac t i v i t y in Sec t ion F o f NACE 

Rev. 1 and o ther cons t ruc t i on KAUs belonging to 

enterpr ises w i th their main ac t i v i t y outs ide o f 

Sec t ion F. 

Criteria for stratification 

Charac ter is t i cs used for s t ra t i f i ca t ion are the 

NACE Rev. 1 a c t i v i t y and employment . 

Threshold values and percentages 
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the p roduc t ion index. 
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re fe rence. When the final index is compi led it is 

around 9 9 . 9 % . 

Actions to speed up or increase the rate 

of response 

d 

α 
5*S Local ¡ntranel zone 

eurostat 
18/2000 — Theme 4 — Statistics in focus 



Further information: 
> Databases 

New Cronos Theme 4 

Domain EBT (European Business Trends) 

To obtain information or to order publications, databases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network: 

B E L G I Q U E / B E L G I Ë D A N M A R K D E U T S C H L A N D E S P A N A F R A N C E ITAL IA  R o m a 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Bruxclles/Brussel 

Planista! Belgique 

124 Rue du Commerce 

Handelsslraat124 

B1000 BRUXELLES/BRUSSEL 

Tel. (32-2) 234 67 50 

Fax (322) 234 67 5t 

EMail: datashop@planistatbe 

ITAL IA  M i l ano 

ISTAT 

Ufficio Regionale per la Lombardia 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Vía Fieno 3 

120123 MILANO 

Tel. (3902) 8061 32460 

Fax (3902) 8061 32304 

Email: mileuro@tin.it 

DANMARKS STATISTIK 

Bibliotek og Information 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Sejrogade 11 

DK2100 KØBENHAVN 0 

Tel (4539) 17 30 30 

Fax (4539) 17 30 03 

EMail: bib@dsLdk 

STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT 

Eurostat Data Shop Berlin 

OttoBraunStraße 7072 

(Eingang: KarlMarxAllee) 

D10178 BERLIN 

Tel. (49)18 88 6 44 94 27/28 

Fax (49)18 886 44 94 30 

EMail: 

dalashop@sta6slikbund.de 

INE Eurostat Data Shop 

Paseo de la Castellana, 183 

Oficina 009 

Entrada por Estébanez Calderón 

E28046 MADRID 

Tel. (3491)583 9167 

Fax (3491) 579 71 20 

EMail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es 

INSEE Info Service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

195, rue de Bercy 

Tour Gamma A 

F75582 PARIS CEDEX 12 

Tel. (331)5317 88 44 

Fax (331) 53 17 88 22 

EMail: datashop@insee.fr 

L U X E M B O U R G N E D E R L A N D N O R G E P O R T U G A L 

ISTAT 

Centro di Informazione Statistica 

Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop 

Via Cesare Balbo. 11a 

I00184ROMA 

Tel. (39-06) 46 73 31 02/06 

Fax (3906) 46 73 31 01/07 

EMail: dipdiff@istat.it 

SCHWEIZ /SU ISSE /SV IZZERA 

Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg 

BP 453 

L2014 LUXEMBOURG 

4, rue A Weìcker 

L2721 LUXEMBOURG 

Tel.(352)43 35 22 51 

Fax (352) 43 35 22 221 

EMail: dslux@euroslat datashop.lu 

STATISTICS NETHERLANDS 

Eurostat Data ShopVoorburg 

po box 4000 

2270 JM VOORBURG 

Nederiand 

Tel. (31-70)337 49 00 

Fax (3170) 337 59 84 

EMail: datashop@cbs.nl 

Statistics Norway 

Library and Information Centre 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Kongens gate 6 

P. b. 8131. dep. 

N0033 OSLO 

Tel. (4722) 86 46 43 

Fax (4722) 86 45 04 

EMail: datashop@ssb.no 

Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa 

INE/Serviço de Difusão 

Av. António José de Almeida, 2 

P1000043 LISBOA 

Tel, (35121)842 6100 

Fax (35121) 842 63 64 

EMail: data.shop@ine.pt 

Statistisches Amt des Kantons 

Zürich, Eurostat Data Shop 

Bleicherweg 5 

CH8090 Zürich 

Tel. (411)2251212 

Fax (411) 225 12 99 

EMail: datashop@zh.ch 

Internetadresse: 

http://www.zh.ch/statistjk 

S U O M I / F I N L A N D 

Eurostat Data Shop Helsinki 

Tilastokitjasto 

Postiosoite: PL 2B 

Käyntiosoite: Työpajakatu 13 B. 2 krs 

FIN00022 Tilastokeskus 

Tel. (3589)17 34 22 21 

Fax (3589) 17 34 22 79 

S-postj calashop t]las!okeskus@tilasloKeskus 1' 

Intemetaetesse 

hltpj/www ulastokBskus MkAk/oalashop html 

SVERIGE UNITED K I N G D O M UNITED K I N G D O M UNITED S T A T E S OF A M E R I C A 

STATISTICS SWEDEN 

Information service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Karlavagen 100Box 24 300 

S104 51 STOCKHOLM 

Tel. (468)50 69 48 01 

Fax (468) 50 69 48 99 

EMail: infoservice@scb.se 

URL: httpJ/www.scb.se/info/datashop/ 

eudatashop.asp 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Enquiries & advice and 

publications 

Office for National Statistics 

Customers & Electronic Services Unit 

1 Drummond GateB1/05 

UKLONDON SW1V 2QQ 

Tel. (44-207) 533 56 76 

Fax (441633) 812 762 

EMail eurostatdatashop@ons.gov.uk 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Electronic Data Extractions, 

Enquiries & advice  R.CADE 

Unit 1L Mountjoy Research Centre 

University of Durham 

UK  DURHAM DH1 3SW 

Tel: (44191) 374 7350 

Fax: (44191) 384 4971 

EMail: rcadelõdur.ac.uk 

URL: http://wwwrcade.dur acuk 

HAVER ANALYTICS 

Eurostat Data Shop 

60 East 42nd Streel 

Suite 3310 

USANEW YORK, NY 10165 

Tel. (1212)986 93 00 

Fax (1212) 986 69 81 

EMail: eurodata@haver.com 

Media Support Eurostat (for professional journalists only). 
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