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- ABSTRACT

ln an effort to- explore the multl faceted subject of
parentlng in a more hOllSth manner, a Post P051t1v1st model
"yof research ‘was. utlllzed for thlS study of the experlence ofxa
parentlng from a strengths perspectlve Twelve parents were‘
1 1nterv1ewed in- depth explorlng thelr experlences of hav1ng
been parented and thelr experlences of parentlng thelr own
chlldren ‘ Qualltatlve data analysis technlques were
| tlllzed to create a theory of the experlence of parentlng
‘Data was analyzed by open codlng to generate categorles, and
the category "rece1v1ng support" was analyzed by axial |
codlng to dlscover causal condltlons and consequences for
the category , Although there was 1nsuff1c1ent data to
h'ground ‘the theory, the. patterns suggested by the analy31s
’1nd1cated that those parents ‘who feel supported in- thelr
' parentlng, and espec1ally those who actlvely seek support
‘express feellng confident and hopeful in thelr jObS as
parents.y Impllcatlons for: practlce, espec1ally 1n parentlng’

~ education, are dlscussed;

iii
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“haw‘been g 1dedfby’ hesq'estlons What do chlldren need

Hlstorlcallyf the ole and tasks of parents"have been o

'ﬂ&deflned by the perceptlonhof the role and tasks of chlldrengf”jff”f

'“EZA soc1ety s deflnltlon of chlldhood and t_erefore the

'fﬁfdeflnltlon of parenthood 1s shaped by hlstorlcal and

-~}econom1c forces of each era and locallty (Ambert 1994)

pfﬁjfThese same forces dlrect current explorers as. they strlve to

"hdeflne and dlrect the experlence of parentlng o

ffIn Europe, the Prot

”tant Reformatlonlsaw a‘shlft 1'?{}

J7.Q§the role of chlldren from thatzofﬁhelr”io'name and property

:eed dfor nur urance Dutlesfof parents

'?flncluded{dh” _lng of‘chll‘ren to honhh;God and'parentsfifppgfff'

ivw1th*,f1rmne‘s,:and joy (Calhoun 1917/1945) Parents no By

fonger would sacrlflce several chlldren 1n order to assure"f{ﬁ[

nffthe success of one or two offsprlng; :ll chlldren

“flncludlng glrls were entltled to recelve educatlon and

’“5-'":jffnurt‘l‘l,ra.n..c.e (ArleS, 1962 Calhoun,‘_ 1917/1945)




= In Colonlal Amerlca, ve_prlmary functlon of the famllr‘

;"o_serve as the Vnurserles of the'church“ (Calhoun,

ff;1917/1945 p .bl tfbecame w1dely accepted that the ﬁ[

.“ffparent had the capablllty an ffdf%ifiﬁi'

chlld's personalltd’ l ja.:>»vr»a-

‘V“the Chlld 1n the famlly rellglon, uprlght behav1ors, and 1n

“d7fjhonest work Fear was used to fac111tate educatlon in

'”3p§re11glon,.so the Chlld could escape Hell by abstalnlngbfrom et

pl%ithe des1res of the_flesh and obeY1ng the_?Ommands of the fﬁfﬂ B

””1]f5parent Play,,an 1nst1nct of thejflesh was not allowed

1&ffand chlldren were often glven academlc tralnlng at an age asfgl”V"f

vl;fearly as four years Chlldren were expected to be
‘"i;precoc1ous and tollnteract yn{a formal manner w1th adults

7*Parents for the flrst tlme were 1nterested 1n adv1ce from

ifhexperts as'tozhow to most effectlvely traln up thelr

”élprogeny Locke s "Thoughts on Educatlon;ﬂ'publlshed 1n

uhriiEngland 1n 1690 (w w1dely read It contalned practlcal

v'fkad'lce on many matt”rs,wlncludlng parentlng practlces Among;ﬂffc;rﬂ

:ithe sage adv1ce glven by Locke was that an 1nfant s feet

hOUld be regU1ar1Y“dlpped 1nto'cold water‘ln order to makeﬁfﬂﬂ7“i'

%them tﬁugh (Calhoun 191771945)

‘ary War through:

the C1v1l war,'the 1deas‘of,chludhood»changed nadlcally

iwas now thought that what chlldren needed from thelr parentsffﬁ

' nurturance, rather than strlct authorlty

"lf’Chlldren:were now to be 1ndulged 1n whenever poss1ble,,and







overindulgence'byvparents!_ Thus, theabeginnlngs of‘parental
guilt for 1rrespons1ble parentlng practlces (Calhoun,
'1919/1946 N |
The 1920s through the 1940s. saw the 1ntroductlon of the‘

1dea of the marltal dyad as the ba51s for the famlly unlt
fChlldren were to be raised accordlng to rlgld schedules, SO
that they mlght grow up to be well ordered adults ’ Parents
'pwere 1nstructed by the experts not to play w1th the1r babies
u‘and not to "fuss"~over them or give them too much physlcal
dconsolatlon (Coontz,‘i992) | | -
| | By the 1950s all value of chlldren for economlc ‘reasons
was replaced by emotlonal value,(Ambert ,1994).> Women were
' expected to remaln at home in order to nurture the chlldren
and men were expected to marry and assume the roles of
family man and breadw1nner'i Men and women who falled to
conform to these patterns ‘were looked on with susp1c1on and‘
lconcern Some were even dlagnosed w1th mental 1llness or
;moral deprav1ty f Parents were now solely,responslble,for-
'bhow thelr chlldreneturned out‘ and mothers‘especially took‘
'the blame for ru1n1ng thelr chlldren ‘Mothers'Were H
cautloned to prov1de all ‘the necessary nurturlng w1thout'
smotherlng the Chlld The advent of blrth control allowed
?parents-to space children in orderfto be able to glve -
adequate nurturance to each Chlld (Coontz, 1992) . |

' Ambert (1994) descrlbes the current era 1n parentlng as

o the "profess1onallzatlon of parentlng" (p..537);__The



:'flncreased pollc1ng of famlly behav1or by Chlld welfare‘ffffyff{fdf[’

‘tgagenc1es, as well as the 1nfluence of schools,,daycare“

:£;;Chlld rearlng profess1onals,‘has decreased the power of

'and

ﬂ?fparents whlle soc1ety Stlll holds them accountable for the

"fhresults

AS always, the deflnltlon of the role Of:parentlngﬁ7‘;“

JaChlldhOOd Wthh is currently based on Amerlcan culture w1thififf

fEuropean 1nfluences (Ambert 1994) Research and d1scuss1onlev‘j?'

L,ghon ChlldhOOd and parentlng centers on recent hlstorlcal and

"?Q'economlc forces such as the 1ncrease 1n 31ngle parentlng and_‘j”‘

-“’fdlvorce, mothers employed outs1de the home (Ambert 1994 fdfhi

fofCoontz, 1992 Berardo,»1990);keconom1c fluctuatlons,;jrh;”"‘

ﬁ?5adolescence as a llfe stage and the youth subculture

”’f?[(Ambert 1994 Berardo 1990), a culture of consumerlsm

tff(Ambert 1994), and accelerated soc1al change (Berardo,:c

‘o:1990) Alw1n (1990) sees "a s1gn1f1cant change 1n parental

'ﬂ_values 1n the d1rectlon of greater preference for autonomy‘h»s’

| ~in- chlldren and less preference for obedlence" (p 347)

"whlch 1s explalned by the values of the current cohort of..Vu

f;;parents f The change 1n values and the economlc and

fif;hlstorlcal forces mentloned have embr01led explorers 1n

‘“[iparentlng 1n a debate over whether there should be concernn;ilf[]f

n for the decllne of the famlly (Popenoe, 1993) or a

'"Tﬂ re deflnltlon of the famllYJand the strength of 1ts ;}5'“"‘””

| f;fadapt blllty (Berardo, 1990 Demo, 1992)




',:1984 Hemenway,,Solnlck and“Cd”te"

prarental nurfurance, or lack thereof has affected the

%f“nctloning of offsprlng Lack of suff1c1ent nurturance has_fl55l'

Vfbeenvshown to 1ncrease the 1nc1dence in chlldren s llves for“;yfj“gv_

-:faggreSSbveness anffdellnquency (Bank Forgatch Patterson,;fi"”‘fd
v”“hfand Fetrow,_1993 Slmons, Johnson, and Conger 1994),”7 S

'3fasubstance abuse (Stlce and Barrera, 1995), and narc1ss1stlcf

“!'ffdlsorder.;'Watson, chkman, Morrls, Mllllron,;and Whltlng,ﬂfV””il

GOOd parentaﬁinurturance has been llnked w1th h1gh S

£- esteem 1n teen and college aged chlldren (Burl,:giwfﬁ?f

:M'r"hyb Rlchtsme;er,,and Komar,v1992) Addltlonally,i_ldifflu'

fhiwh1Ch correlate parentlng Style Wlthf["'”'a

outcomes of c"ildren _College students whose parents havefyﬁff’

’43ffiﬁf fntrol and low 1n affectlon havefffftflhl

flnsomnla (Brass1ngton 1994) and

=depresS1on»kOllver‘anquaull 1995) Adolescents w1th

'arents who are hlgh 1n acceptance and control have been
found to have better functlonlng 1n school (Shucksmlth

fHendry,vand Glendlnnlng, 1995), and less depress1on




e f(McFarlane, Belllss1moi

”“ﬁ Other arenas for exploratlon 1nc1ude parents' feellngs fﬁpf_gf»“

'j}and cognltlons Dlx (1991) dlscusses how strong emotlons

J“Vfgare central to the parentlng experlence Emotlons Wthh aref_ry5'

‘“ﬂ5too weak ftoo strong ;or 1nappropr1ate to :he s1tuat10n are:fj =

ydestructlve to effectlve parentlng, as 1sthron1c negatlve

: Eemotlon ‘The exploratlodfof anger 1n partmcular, 1s of

Kagan (1984) remlnds ushof how Amerlcan

‘fJESpec1alg1nterest -

"ﬁ;ﬁlsoc1ety allows the_”xpress1om of anger 1n men towards the1r

i'ﬁ¢;w1ves, whlle frownlng on:the expreSS1on of anger 1n mothers SR

'owards thelr chlldrenﬁ ,Mothers are supposed to love the1r PSR

_vichlldren so much that they should never act,lnwan unlovﬁygklty

‘ﬁdgway by'express1ng anger )Allce Mlller (199 ’pos1ts that :4

' Hexpre531on of anger 1nHC»1ldren 1s suppressed because

»@parents are uncomfortable’deallng w1th thls 1ntense emotlon

vay not allow1ng the healthy express1on of feellngs of anger,ﬂ“'

- fjshd further argues”ﬁfheJemot;’n 1s not 1ntegrated 1ntoithe'?;"

"ijfparents act empathlcally .they were morefllkely tO'utlllze

ffgreward and talklng strategles,.whereas absence of empathy

‘V,was correlated to negatlve and 1gnor1ng practlces (Brems andllﬁ o

fSohl 1995) A parent s cognltlve attr"bu’“on of a chlld'V*y;

"_,'motlvatlon for behav1or also has been shown to be‘an

:\rlmportant factor 1n parent actlons Parents who 1nterrupt




“judgment” cons1der the context of thelr Chlld’S behav1or
hshow understandlng and acceptance of the Chlld and reward v
.good behav1or are seen as more nurturlng and effectlve as

’-parents (Goddard ‘and Mlller, 1993)

fMEASURING PARENTAL ATTRIBUTES
In an attempt to examlne seueral facets of the
parentlng experlence together many have - tr1ed to measure
and descrlbe the attrlbutes of an effectlve parent ,The
llterature in thlS area is derlved from two sources |
l(academlc and popular publlcatlons : Parentlng, like welght
~control and romance 'is a toplc of great concern to‘the
publlc,land llterallyrthousands of books on child-care'and
rearing haVe‘been Written:for the'lay person.f
The academlc literature has focused on dev151ng

1nstruments for measuring attrlbutes of effectlve parents
Many scales have heen dev1sed to assess parentlng style
based on Baumrind’s (l971)‘model of parentlng styleS‘
{authoritative authorltarlan, and perm1s51ve) Some of
‘these 'scales arevParental Attitudes toward Childrearing
'(PACR) Raising Children‘scale‘(McGuire and Earls;vl993);
'and the Parental Authorlty Questlonnalre (PAQ) (Buri ‘1991).
Others have dev1sed scales to measure values (Rank Order of
‘Parental values, as reportedvln‘Luster, Rhoades, and_Haas,‘
1989), parenting behavior (Emotional~Climate for Children

‘QuestiOnnaire, as reported in Haapasalo and Tremblay, 1994),



asireported 1n ElllS, Thomas,f’nd RolllnSl»137

| *fA comprehens1ve scale has been dev1sed to assess‘fatherlng

' ¥71by}R01d and Canfleld (Personal Fatherlng Profl e, 1994)T

"[whlchbmeasures an array of cpntent areas;_ Others have foundrff-’j°’

'Effscales_to‘be unsatlsfactory, and have’utlllzed'qualltatlve

1991) and

"glmethods to explore parent s cognltlons (Cooke,;

.”ﬁ“;behav1ors from the Chlld'S perSPeCtlve.KSChaefer'

iterature, two 51‘

“(bffafflrms and supports one another,-(‘) teaches reSPeCt}f:*fnh

”E_:for others,v(d) develops a sense of trust 1and (e) has a

"5pksense of play and‘humor__ Dr Ray Guarendl (1990) 1n "Back




~ to the Family" discusses many more than fifteen points, in
general categories such as communication, time, diséipliné,

- and what excellent‘parenté_are not,,  

TRAINING THE DPARENT

' Aésuﬁing that‘pérénts-exertra great deal of inflﬁence(‘
~ and that if Skills were improved children‘will profit, it
follows‘that'parents should be taught to be better parents.
Guides for training parents in theories and techniques for
effeétive.pafenﬁing'abOund aﬁdiare widely available. Most
‘Parenting sYstems are baséd in one or a.combihation of three
schools. Adlerién:therapy‘as adapted‘by-Rudolf Dreikurs
forms the basis for mahy parénting programé. ' Dreikurs’
:(1964) key features arekihstrﬁction in detérmining the
motivation of child misbehavior and the use of natural and
logical coﬁsequenCes in discipline. The popularb"Systematic
Tréining for Effective Parenting" (STEP) books (Dinkmeyer
and McKay, 1989) are based in Dreikurs’ ideas. Another
highly utilized parenting manual is "Parent Effectiveness
Training" (P.E.T.) by Dr. Thomas Gordon (1970). P.E.T. is
based in Ginott’s communication principles, and parents are
' instrudted iﬁ techniques such as activé listening and "IV
messages to encourage child cooperétion. Discipline
techniques based on‘the precepts of béhavioral modification
\ form the basié‘for other parenting‘5ystems, In those

‘manuals, parents are instructed in techniques to reinforce

10



1EW. 1 eas for tralnlng 1nld sclﬁlrne T‘“‘hlidren_appéar

vﬁsoddard and Mlller (1993):outllne a. parentrng program Wthh
sneclectlc;fdraw1ng on‘establlshed concepts from Drelkurs,ﬂ_

:;antt and-behav1oral modlflcatlon To thlS they have”;'w"‘m

1ncorporated 1deas from parent Chlld s001allzat1"“w

”teracure and attrlbutlon theortf the process by w31ch r~"




"ﬁrfﬁAmerlcan famllles (Hurd,fMoore,_and Rogers,‘1995) vlThisfefﬁ‘ﬁf-”

'°meodel focuses on the strengths of a famlly’zand uses those

iststrengths to redeflne problems and searchffor solutlons
tf,Others eschew the concept of the Chlld as a lump ofpclay

lf?!whlch the parent molds 1nto the flnalr*

':dnire 1ntroduc1ng theory on the Chlld'S temperamentiand,roa,xf‘;.f7°"

mffgflnteractlon (Belsky, 1984 Blanck 1987 Chess and Thomas,,:gfr”"

if;;1996 Coontz, 1992)thIt 1s the "goodness of f1t" between

'fffffparent and Chlld these theorlsts argue,”whlch plays the

‘”p:Smajor role in the formatlon of the Chlld Another recent

‘””fffztrend 1n thlnklng on parentlng 1s towards enlarglng the f%gfau“* '

;focus of respons1b111ty to 1nclude the‘lnflue;'e of fathers

1994 Meyers,gi

:rh'f(Balley j1994 Gable, Crlnlc and Belsky;

Lfslegal 1985)A ]Finally, some_a_,

_k'rglng that parents are 1n*xvg
J”‘f“need of soc1al support 1n thelr:efforts to ralse thelr

'"Y{f{chlldren f "The debate over,whether one parent can ralse a '

r'fgchlld alone

qissue, the Post Pos1t1v1st approach was chosen forithls ng.mff;Vt"ft

'7?“ffcexper1ence, through the useuof;qualltat ve@data collectlonff’rhs




"ﬂfP081t1v1st research ampllng 1n the Post P051t1v1st'

ﬁfh;The purpose of th,v

v'v_paradlgm 1s not done w1thuthe 1ntent10n of generallzablllty{f}j~75f»'

*wsampllng 1s purposeful persons are chosen for

the g AR

Lffstudy based on thelr potentlal value for contrlbutlng as

‘flnterv1ewed the questlons belng open ended to allow for the o
*ﬁhcllent s perceptlons to emerge w1thout the pressure of '??fh'

'{conformlng to a predetermlned format or 1dea ﬁfThe;pﬁ'

7uf1nterprets the categorles The questlonlng form"

'}hmodlfled as the data coxh'

'ff;or dlsprove a hypothe51s,,and 1t 15.:“- ‘

”Tyﬂposs1ble patterns and meanlngs are exhausted

The responses of the part1c1pants are the data

"sﬁaddltlon,,11terature, profes51onal experlence, and personalif”"‘"

‘fexperlence can also be used as data and as guldes for

"ﬂ4rquest1on1ng,fcreatlon of'categorles, and 1n valldatlng whatf S

SR

:vfgmany 1deas 1nto the data as pOSSlble Part_c1pants are

s*f*researcher 1s the 1nstrument He or she thus guldes the

”ﬁffdlrectlon of the data collectlon process, and creates and

,tlon progresses to exp-lore 1n
t,érmore depth the varlous categorles as they are 1dent1f1ed

study 1s to create theory, not tovp;oveifllgfh”ﬂ"




 5Y_ th1rd pro ess, selectlve codlnf

‘1;Wthh may be v1ewedtbyﬁo”h rs‘as negat1 e, or practlces or' }a,,ﬁ,y




:"*Tgvalues whlchjcfuld be labeled poor, were seen as another

lfv1able construct worthy of con51deratlon and ev1dence ofzf“f,i5f

’ "gthe strength of persons to surv1ve and thrl.

pRESEARCH METHODS AND DESIGN L

‘Z;Q THE DATA:COLLECTION PROCESS

Data was collected by conductlng rn depth 1nterv1ews
:::sww1th twelve persons Part1c1pants were requlred to be overiwi”rf”d
”Mathe age of elghteen, and dlrectly respon31ble for ‘one or
&ffémore chlldren 1n thelr home Part1c1patlon 1n the prOJect:lethm
"fo:was voluntary, and part1c1pants were glven the optlon to
1d¢d1scont1nue the 1nterv1ew at any tlme durlng the process
’”All twelve partlclpants completed thelr 1nterv1ews L
The part1c1pants were drawn from three sources,h.}liy
:yfpﬁdes1gned to 1ntroduce as many dlfferent experlences of"hh
‘dgfgfparentlng as p0551b1e The flrst source was the‘h7"}y:‘

‘lpcongregatlon of a malnllne Protestant church 1n the Inland ﬂ7fg”

*}Valley area of San Bernardlno County,‘Callfornla iTTheg;j;}_;liﬁ

‘”<{ine ghborhoods wh1ch supply thlsiihurch are prlmarlly mlddlei‘m

-class , The ethnlc make up of the congregatlon”is pr1mar11yqu;_?;"

,Caucaslan w1th falrly large representatlons of

_Ican Amerlcans,'and Afrlcan 1mm1grants:f,81x persons were y; o

“'1nterv1ewed from thls source and the 1nterv1ews were

vpconducted at the church or 1n partlclpants’ homes

:ﬁThe second source was a long term homeless shelter

"hlch serves women and famllles w1th"h11dren'1n Rlver51de




:-3éounty, Callfornia | Families in the shelter come from a
.‘varlety of backgrounds, but the majorlty are unemployed at -

:the time of thelr entrance to the shelter and are rece1v1ng‘
ﬂf’publlc ass1stance The shelter serves essentially equal
numbers of Caucas1an, African American, and Hlspanlc
'famllles, with occas1onalvutilization byithe’Native AmeriCan
: populatlonﬂ ;Four'personsnwere interviewed‘from,this soufdé.
The;interviews were_all conduCted’at the;shelter;‘

At both I'the chu-rch ‘and the homeless shelter,
'nparticipants were solic1ted for the progect by calllng for
_valunteers: The researcher then chose: from among those who
vvolunteered, those_persons‘who were‘the ‘most access1ble and_
‘who were perceiVedﬁbY'the'researcherfto offer the widestlr
variety of experiences. B
o The:third source consisted of two persons,known'by the
researcher to have done a great deal of work profess1onally
vﬂw1th parents through teaching parenting classes and
providing counseling[.and who were,‘themselves, parents.
These'"experts" in‘parenting Were.approached‘by the
'vresearcherfand asked to‘participate in the study., Both
ure51de in San Bernardino County These 1nterv1ews were
7conducted in an office and at a res1dence for the
»convenlence of the part1c1pants
| Each part1c1pant was 1nterv1emed one tlme, the.

o interviews taking«place_overuthe course'ofpseveral weeks,-

“Atvthe,startjof‘each interview, the participant was given a
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“ganalys1s 1n Wthh “he;part cular 1nterv1ew wasfanalyzed‘

'NgEach 1nterv1ew was audlo tape reco

H”_profess1onally transcrlbed by persons known to the

"”h; iresearcher Each tape and transcrlbed dlalog was 1dent1f1ed

_Tonly by the code number ass1gned to 1t Thebl“7
"Vftranscrlptlonlsts were 1nstructed to treat the 1nformatlon

-5f1n the tapes as confldentlal and to delete any names

lfm;ﬁreferred to by part1c1pants i The transcrlbed tapes were the

.;prlmary source of data Secondarlly,_llterature Wthh
’addressed certaln categorles 1n the data was also used as a

‘1'source of data

"*Each part1c1pant was asked a serles of open ended

”W,jﬂencouraged more depthﬁwere added in the_mlddle and later

lfpstages of the 1nterv1ew/analy31s process, to explore more.ﬁ;fj4j_n

d”fyafully the categorles wh1ch appeared to be most sallent to

‘yllfthe emerglng theory

ved then the tapesﬂ;;3<?~”“¥‘







n index card;

perceived relation to one another

a new potential catego

es from this category

g temper," "being understanding,"




”'_;‘part1c1pants from thelr parents and some were named as

"V'f;others

:nof thesegactlons were "hav1ng famlly together tlme"nv":' |

S "readlng books on. parentlng"I "901ng to church" and fﬁ}fffuf~**7m

{"utlllzlng self talk"?”f

4 ) Values ‘ Most of the values named were passed to the'j”"”

“{[values held and 1ncluded "ethnlc prlde"‘and "respect forffg«ff?f]d'

5 A descrlptlon of support recelved bY parents Often‘fi
ih,mentloned was the 1nvolvement of the spouse 1n the parentlng,I’

'5iprocess Also mentloned were "extended famlly" and

t v"frlends

’iGY Comments made by parents wh1ch were appralsals or
lf;perceptlons of the experlence of parentlng Appralsals

bfrlncluded observatlons on the d1ff1culty of the jOb of

”VW‘pparentlng, and whether the part1c1pant belleved that they

‘vthemselves were d01ng a good jOb as a parent

D1mens1ons were explored for each of the categorles'_pi

ﬂ‘rglabeled "styles" and "support":‘ The d1mens1ons of each of'

d’»gthe sub categorles 1n‘"styles" related to the frequency of‘arij

S;the named style or pattern : The d1mens1ons of the,"support"~*fu

':”]'7category dellneated frequency/cons1stency, level of 1nt1macy]h'_'

"fof the support source, and whether or not the support was'”fu'

‘"”jasollc1ted by the parent cffjjfff




”QpDATA ANALYSIS BY AXIAL CODING
» Analy81s rounds three through flve were subjected tO
‘iax1al codlng by applylng the data to the Paradlgm Model x
hvdescrlbed by Strauss and Corbln (1990) Durlng the analySIS
1,seSSIOn, two or three phenomena from each InterVIew were |
’l?explored by use Of the model One category, that-of
’;"support" was mentloned by every respondent - and sogthis
?Ipartlcular category was coded for each 1nterv1ew, lncludlng
:ivthe flrst four The purpose Of the mOdel lS tO llnk |
lfvsublcategorles to one category In order to descrIbe a set of
;Irelatlonshlps : It seeks to ldentlfy causal condltlons for ay
'5spec1f1c phenomenon and then.to explore condrtlons,

.consequences and spec1f1c actlons taken in- relatlon to the'

‘ :phenomenon The transcrlbed 1nterv1ews were searched

"thoroughly for data wh1ch could be placed Into the mOdel as

“_follows (Strauss and CorbIn, 1990 p,*99){':v75

C(a )CAUSAL’CONDITIONs:Qi (B)PHENOMENON -> (C)CONTEXT ;>
(D )INTERVENING CONDITIONS (E)ACTION/INTERACTION

i STRATEGIES g (F)CONSEQUENCES
‘*;Fisuré 1. “Paradigmgmodel (strauss,andchrbin,oiggqy

Most Of the attempts at ax1al codlng w1th varlous
tphenomena falled to produce a complete and full paradlgm
"model due to 1nsuff1c1ent data On that phenomenon The;

'Vcategory Of "Support " however y1elded a complete mOdel for “hf



conceptuallzatlonfﬂf«ﬂ

li;each of the part1c1pants A more comple_:”

'hfof the d1mens1ons of the category was formed and patterns Offt~-«

L"rece1v1ng support" began to become apparent

E The three dlmen81ons of "rece1v1ng support"hwer,

'W°~3fconceptuallzed as 1) frequency/cons1stency of the support

2 2) 1evel of 1nt1macy of the support source,;_vfﬁﬁ

lj}or not the parent sought out the support

”:f};fseeklng support appears to be espec1ally plvotal 1n thel,

'emerglng theory,.as the researcher was struck w1th how many

"“}support seeklng, also had the hlghest levels of co':ldence

‘as parentlng alone des;rlbed how she,

tppart1c1pant whov

Zlfr;“establlshed a network of other mothers wl‘:fs1m11ar

‘1nterests and needs to herself ThlS group met regularly on;tlf*rw

“fformal and 1nformal occa81ons, and were descrlbed as

1:.were clearly 1nd1cat1ng that thelr prlmary source for A

{confldence, hope and dec1s1on maklng came from Wlthln }{fiﬂﬁw




'Vthemselyes Rellglous falth when 1t was: mentloned ln ap
’supportlve role in'a part1c1pant s parentlng,:was 1ncluded
'gln the self level as belng the best nlche for thlS source
"Turnlng to expert sources such as books, parentlng classes,
'cbaudlo and v1deo tapes, and counsellng, were also 1ncluded

later 1n the process as 1t became apparent that many parentsg

-utlllzed these sources as support 1n thelr parentlng Thl?v-,'

ltype of support was 1ncluded 1nto the communlty level of
'support as thlS appeared to be the best dlSpOSltlon for
.fthls source B |
The causal condltlons 1dent1f1ed for the phenomenon of
‘,rece1v1ng support varled w1th each part1c1pant aSome.
»reported hav1ng many supportlve persons 1n regular contact>x
'>w1th them, who freely and often offered some type of
’support y For some respondents, this was thelr spouse
"Partlclpants used phrases llke'"If 1t wasn’ t for her ‘Ify
'rthlnk I would go crazy because those kldS can really get to
f'you" or "Mostly I had really terr1f1c,.wonderful fulfllllngv
experlences as a parent by hav1ng a sense of jOlnt sharlng "
'and development w1th my w1fe in our chlldren "‘ As a ¥
'part1c1pant percelved that the spousal relatlonshlp was )
..1nadequate, some. relled on - other,-less 1nt1mate sources for:l
:support flndlng 1t 1n a nelghborhood church congregatlon,H
- or expert sources such as books and classes All of the
v;homeless shelter re51dents ut111ze publlc resources as well

_suchyas AFDC,umedlcal and drug abuse treatment programs

23



Public -
' Resources

-~ Community

" Priends
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FiQUre‘Z:v}Conceptualization of the Dimension of
Level of Intimacy ‘
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F;systems of the part1c1pant Some of these values were

‘ﬂfgfwanted to be a good parent because thel

%Other causal Condltlons appeared to be based 1n the value 7¥ﬁ"

.E;passed from thelr parents, others were based 1n llfe

fic1rcumstances For 1nstance, some part1c1pants stated they]
”Twere motlvated to do a good jOb as a parent 1n order to not.fﬁfs,;h:

‘jkparent the way that they had been parented or conversely,'?57ﬂ7f

parents had made

'?Vfthem feel valued Some related that they were open to

- «_;‘.-I'GCGlVlng‘ help, that 1S,v_ recelv:Lng help from Others was not":‘

7*:»v1ewed as weakness Stlll other causal condltlons were

71'fenjoyment

”7}31nd1v1dual Among the many contexts 1dent1f1ed were be1ng .

*”rbased in. a response to feellngs, such,asvfrustratlon-or”vafk.

"{ As could be expected contexts varled w1dely w1th the ;f

,-.f"lhomeless,”poor spousal relatlonshlp, spouse as partner 1n -f~~"”‘z'

?gvparentlng, 1nterference from relatlves, be1ng an 1mmlgrant f}buffy

7=;yf11v1ng 1n the shelter communlty, belng a 31ngle parent

‘7,{be1ng black ;and hav1ng had chlldren at a relatlvely older fyﬁf.vv

'iqlagk Intervenlng condltlons were llkew1se extremely varled

_;vorce, 1njury and substance abuse to

‘fand ranged from

“Tﬁhav1ng a person from a church congregatlon make regular n

rcontrlbutlon' of money 1n'aft1me of flnanc1al cr1s1s

| Among'the spe01f1c actlon/lnteractfon strategles,?ji**

3[freported were jOlnlng a support group, fosterlng

‘ffrlendshlps, go;ngvto church taklng&00urses»ln ch11d3fffg:””

fg01ng,to someone for adv1ce fasklng for L,_"




: ana1y81s descrlbed to them The flnal two 1nterv1ews-"‘were

and i




h“;fby the dlmen31onsv°:h

“Vg;fw1th1n the structure of the patterns It was found that

gg:f;there was 1nsuff1c1ent data to complete thlS step, even.

‘:ijtrauss and Corbln (1990 p ﬂ129)._nu{"

“ﬂ‘ldentlfled and attempt was made to lay out the theory Jf,f?;ff]"”’

"-”after rev151on of the story llne and patterns, therefore thevjr -

”gtheory could not be grounded 1n the data

'-:AUVRECEIVING SUPPORT

The maln story of the study seems to be how thevV
*,phenomenon of rece1v1ng support relates to a parent S;fUV S
'eﬁexperlence of" parentlng Rece1v1ng support from one ‘or more

"{sources at varylng levels of 1nt1macy appears to be an

“glmportant factor 1n whether ‘or not a parent feels confldent ,,lQV

'and hopeful 1n hlS or her jOb as a parent Addltlonally,'”

Vfwhereas some parents have persons who 1nteract w1th them"

7g'ifregularly 1n a- supportlve way, others have sought out

o

"ffsources of support for themselves, elther as thelr sole, i

"bsupportlve network or as a supplement to exlstlng support;ﬁfﬁ‘

There are a varlety of antecedents to a parent s

:'freCGIVlng support Clrcumstances of elther hav1ng or not_yu,fT

'ifhav1ng supportlve persons 1nteract1ng regularly, or of

ffhav1ng been the rec1p1ent of percelved adequate or'

,?1nadequate parentlng, or feellngs of aloneness or



"fostudy was able to generate a cons;derable”amount of data
’“?}in the llterature

’@iﬂln Curran s:(1983)7"Tra1ts of & Healthy Famll°ﬁ

”*Tleelsure tlmev'

:fas a- result

hffparent s c1rcumstances,:style and values 1nfluence the

Although llmlted 1n scope by tlme andufontex;

‘ﬁfSome of the 1deas presented by the part1c1pants are echoed

r'-’_‘These parents revealed tralts from thelr;;fk5

'*ffamllles of orlgln and current famllles Wthh are descrlbed iﬁﬁffu‘

'Vpart1c1pants descrlbed open communlcatlon,‘teachlng respect'{ﬂt"

“Qifor others, hav1ng a sense of play and humor, sharlng

suggest and the par 1c1pants conflrm famlly

[jj(1995)

‘~rfbonf1guratlon 'whether or not there 1s a mother and a atherff”

H,;fln the home, 1s not the key determlnant of famlly

ffunctlonlng As the parentlng manuals put forth thesevf'

"”ffparents descrlbed open communlcatlon, act1ve llstenlng, selfd"

";talk negatlve and p051t1ve relnforcement technlques,t»




v,appllcatlon of democratlc pr1nc1ples,,and galnlng knowledge :
o of Chlld development | o |

Interestlngly, the part1c1pants gave confllctlng

'_clnformatlon on several 1deas Some thought that parents

- remalnlng marrled no matter what was a good thlng -Otherstjf

gfelt that parents d1vorc1ng was benef1c1al Some expressed'
”ﬂstrong bellefs of the 1mportance of a parent at home w1th
the‘chlldrenﬂ others felt strongly that mothers w1th a.
'jdb/cafeéf Were,of-beneflt to.the famlly Others Stlll
gtheld strong oplnlons about the number of chlldren onebls
:ithe best number :one_ls not enough | R
"t,_The categoryfof support appeared early on to be one

frcategory where there'was a good deal of agreement thus the

.v“ch01ce of support as the central 1dea of the research Ini.r[,{

the llterature those 1nterested 1n explorlng further the o
‘f subject of soc1al support have developed several models to‘
‘fiattempt to explaln the effects of soc1al support on .

]1nd1v1duals and famllles The Stress Buffer model descrlbes'

"‘Vsoc1a1 suppOrt as hav1ng a SuppreSSlng effeCt on Stress"

"gmltlgatlng the effects of stressful events (Barrera, 1988)

: fThe Dlrect Effects model 1s based in attachment theory and

5;}pos1ts that s1nce people have an 1nherent need for soc1al
}”contact soc1al support supplles th1s need and thus
tlncreases psychologlcal well belng (Barrera, 1988) ‘v:»ei
”?Stress Preventlon model hypothes1zes that soc1al support can,

,affect the perceptlon of stressful events, thus preventlng
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R isoc1al support acts to affect stress 1nd1rectly (Qu1ttner,;¢

'.ﬂ;dlstress (Barrera, 1988) The Medlator model descrlbes how f_f‘,;'t

ff}leueckauf and Jackson, 1990)

Research on”soc1al support 1s often de81gned to supportfpfnf
vj‘one of these models by testlng how an aspect of SOClal

'vysupport affects a. stressful 51tuatlon or the manlfestatlon )g*

"'T?Of stress 1n a dlsadvantaged populatlon Slngle mothers are 5a”}f

:rlone such at rlsk populatlon A study by Slmons,lBeaman |
'Conger ‘and Chao (1993) found that soc1al support has an"~f’7'
51nd1rect effect on 1mprov1ng the quallty of parentlng |
sbehav1or‘ and marltal support has a dlrect effect on.
k1mprov1ng ‘the quallty of parental behav1or Stevens (1988)

‘=ffound that adult s1ngle, whlte mothers and black teen aged
‘mothers who seek out soc1al support from amongst relatlves i

'__tended to be more sk111fu1 parents ThlS 1dea appears to bebiiv
1_supported by thlS study Stevens also found that an Ly

“_1nternal locus of control was an 1mportant factor in the

beffectlveness of the wh1te mothers and 1n black adult

',_mothers

Black parents are another populatlon wh1ch has recelvedf*
lQ'attentlon 1n the research _espec1ally 1n the exploratlon of -

't:soc1al support from extended famlly W11son and Tolson .

‘7](1990) found that chlldren are generally beneflted ,Ftd

”’fyflndlrectly by thelr mothers’ act1ve partlclpatlon 1n’

.;extended famlly networks Taylor, Casten, and Fllcklnger

‘1,41993> descrlbe how black parents’ part1c1patlon 1n klnshlp



Hf_ghlgh quallty'spousal support has a'dlrect effect on

lhﬁlncreas1ng the other parent s ablllty to be supportlve 1n

'ijthelr parentlng It was”also found that economlc Straln

h'r;gundermlnes parental support and:;nvolvement Other studles ‘1““5t“"

latlonshlp of'soc1al support on}diu

'*chronlc stress (Qulttner Glueckauf‘-and Jackson 1990) andf*‘

”adolescent mothers:(Nath Borkowsk'ffWhltman aydf;?

““5fj8chellenbach 1991) The Nath ‘et al study shares the wf';‘:'
“*.fperceptlon of th1s study of the multl d1mens1onallty of the o

' f_construct of s001al support,

vThe deflnltlon of support‘seems toube a problem 1n ﬂfﬁ;;f@}p”

_kfhrs study,,others have‘also .

‘htvto deflne‘what constltutes support Stone,

*ss3"Problem dlrected" support 1s roughly‘equlvalent to the‘hf;ff*'*‘




,;ffamlly and frlends levels of thlS study sllntlmacy

"fdlmen81on,_and "emotlonal support" has to do w1th

"f*fsource utlllzed for ventlng of emotlons and rece1v1ng

\»hsympathy The use of books and other authorltles 1n f?

'?jfparentlng are seen as merely "1nformatlon seeklng,

’*vafln dlsagreement w1 h the dlscovery 1n thlS study Wthh

7}perce1ved the use of expert sources for 1nformatlon7for use ”yik.?

7f§1n problem solv1ng and 1n rece1v1n9 support through

wlnormallzatlon of experlences and feellngs Stone, et al

""*iffalso places "rellglos1ty" 1n a category of coplng mechanlsmsfﬁlffi;ﬁ'

,;Separate from that of soc1a1isupport 'Thiv”tudy does not

-f'llmltlthe 1dea of support to only the soc1al aren

’3.ffperce1ved the s"port recelved from falth anplfferentlated;f77 S

"4l:from observances of rellglous practlces, as a source of lfftfa"-"

‘73ﬁsupport on Wthh some parents rely

A scale dev1sed to measure soc1al support the Maternal,f;“

' ffSupport Index (MSSI)f assesses mothers on*four levels whlch”ﬂ

‘”f'orrespond partlally w1th theflntlmacy levels descrlbedﬁln MQT'E

'"5f¢thls study Those levels are people to count on in t1me of"

'eed fnelghborhood support spousal support and communlt'

”volvement (Chan, 1994) : The Chan s_

%Vphy81cally abus1ve mothers 1n Honngong'and.found that theelﬁ}lh

abu81ve‘

”others had more stress,amore chlldren, andxless o

ffsoc1al support on all aspects of the MSSI

*fslmons, Beaman Conger, and Chao (1993) 1n thelr study5{15v

x‘

”'5ffof 51ngle mothers have tworlnterest ng dlmen81ons to add to?i5ﬁ°vu




su‘prlslngly, accompllshed'most or

Ewhéchvpr5vented the'groundlng of the theory

‘Al hough the purpose of sampllngf:s not to allow for




but rather'to explofe-as'many conStructs

”isfb“partnershlps,_and persons of ethnlc groupsl;‘t 1ncluded 1n;;ﬁﬁxaﬂ“

"?thlS sample Because of the'lack of generallzablllty,_thls.

;study can only be sald to reflect the parentlng experlence

'“ffffor thlS group of people 1n thlS locallty,vat thlS moment 1nb;V*f'

‘“,fﬁltlme

Only one researcher was. 1nvolved 1n thlS study

anuestlons,;lnterv1ew dlrectlon and generatlon of categorlesgfdlﬁ'>'

"*ffwas done solelY bY thls researcher

vv7{lfver1f1ed the analys1s w1th some of the partlclpants, theiffp”

‘ZAlthough the researcher_ff"b

"'quallty of the study could be 1mproved by utlllzatlon of oneﬂfa"'

,ffor more peer debrlefers and by verlflcatlon of‘analys1s w1thffl-

:h?ixfall of the part1c1pants

| "»‘]_GUIDANCE FOR CONTINUING EXPLORATION

W?to belgalned by contlnulng to examlne the mult1 faceted

(h”,*lssueiof parentlng through qualltatlve research methods

”thhe grounded theory des1gn could most llkely be completed

:°ijsuccessfully w1th a larger sample and more 1nterv1ews W1th

It\ls_the bellef of thls researcher that there 1s much hﬁff”

f}]each part1c1pant The d1mens1ons generated for the categoryv,f»'







s ;kIMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE

The results of thls study can be applled 1n the dlrect»

Jﬁ;practlce arena through 1ncorporatlon of the 1dea of the needf“

’cf“,for support 1n effectlve parentlng Parentlng classes couldfhg"

"-ﬁ*flnclude 1nformatlon on recognlzlng the need for support and B

' f@teach the SklllS necessary to develop support networks

'ﬁfInd1v1dual cllnlcal work w1th parentsvand}soc1a1 workers f5;7”'

“_*dlnvolved 1n case management 1n chlld‘protectlve serv1ces

[,agenc1es could also 1ncorporate assessment for soc1al
fuisupport and tralnlng in 1n1t1at1ng supportlve networks
At the Macro level pollcy makers and admlnlstratorsf"

:must reallze the 1mportance of effectlve s001al support forf”’”

as,all parents, in order to work towards a soc1ety Wthh values;d7if

'fflts chlldren and 1s commltted to preventlon of problems 1n

”l'flts c1tlzenry And as always, the flght agalnst poverty

’;:g?must 1ncrease in 1nten51ty so that every parent has a chanceg°"

f='jcat effectlve parentlng w1th out the sabotaglng effects of

”fflnanc1al CrlSlS




'ﬂffprOJect explorlng the experlence of parentlng The prOJect ;Qd

1*3SJlS belng conducted by Karen Atwater as a requlrement for the.;;'

#Master s degree 1n Soc1a11Work Her work'on thlS study has;v

"'frfﬁbeen approved by theff;stltut;onal Rev1ew Board of e

“1h7Ca11forn1a State UnlverSLty at San Bernardlnovand 1s belng;fﬂfdh

zg;superv1sed by Dr Morley Gllcken Professor of Soc1al Work

. T”efmost 1mportant source of 1deas abd skllls about

ffparentlng comes from each person s own ;Tnei-_.,‘“ ’

V_researcher w1ll be 1nterv1ew1ng you, as'a'parent about ,;,fﬁ‘ -

"scomfort After the 1nterv1ew is flnlshed you w111 be,

.Thank you for agreelng tO Parthlpatebln'thls research‘:“““?'”



Your part1c1pat10n 1n thls study 1s completely

lconfldentlal I w1ll ask you for some bas1c,'stat1st1cal

'ff.lnformatlon about yourself ThlS 1nformat10n,vtogether w1thyy

’ffthe words Wthh you say, w1ll make up the data 'For»v'

‘paccuracy, the entlre 1nterv1ew w1ll be audlo tape recorded.
'yw1th your wrltten perm1ss1on,_and profes51onally ~-“
’Ve;transcrlbed Your responses w1ll be 1dent1f1ed by numberv

'only.f No one but the researcher w1ll have access to the
"statlstlcal 1nformat10n The transcrlber w1ll be 1nstructedf

b-to delete any 1nformatlon Wthh could 1dent1fy you in any

. wa y After the study, the tapes w111 be destroyed

| I must 1nform you of one llmlt to conf1dent1a11ty
'lState law requlres that I report susp1c1on of " Chlld abuse to'.s
a Chlld protectlve agency (CPS) »Chlld abuse 1s anythlng an;
’adult may purposely do, or fall to do, to a. Chlld whlch»v
jeopardlzes the safety and well belng of the Chlld |
;Inc1dents known to the researcher as currently belng
-monltored by CPS w1ll not be reported o

Your part1c1pat10n in th1s prOJect is: completely

‘ vvoluntary You may request at any time that any 1nformatlon,

you. have prov1ded be excluded from the study w1th no rlsk of -

hpenalty Res1dents of the homeless shelter are addltlonallyc

““ffassured that your responses w1ll not be revealed to the:;Viﬁ‘~"”:

7shelter staff and that refusal to part1c1pate w1ll not

”_affect your stay or status at the shelter
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I acknowledge\that1I have»been informed of, and
understand, the nature and purpose of.this‘Study,vand.I‘
freely consent to partiCipate. I acknowledge that I am at.

least 18 years of age.

Participant’s Signature o _ Date '

Researcher’s Signature . Date

I give my consent to the researCherS:to audio-tape
record my interview for use in the above mentioned research

_ project'ahd for no ¢ther purpose.f

Participant’s Signature = ~ Date.
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APPENDIX B : DEBRIEFING STATEMENTS

DEBRIEFING STATEMENT GIVEN TO HOMELESS SHELTER PARTICIPANTS{":?TS

Thank you for your part1c1patlon 1n thlS study_ f’v
S’jjresponses w1ll be comblned w1th those of other part1c1pants‘iﬁ
ik.to create a theory about the experlence of parentlng ' It 1sgjy“”“"

ilhoped that the 1deas generated by thlS progect can be usedx

'Ufto help mental health profe851onals and other 1nterested

'Sfj:fpeople to be more effectlve 1n the1r work w1th parents,

}*ifespec1ally in the development of parentlng educatlon :T

f~ftprograms and the preventlon of Chlld abuse

‘fﬁ;chsw at 909 689 7847 for counsellng and

'”f’fsharlng yourself w1th me'-u~]355N>P

Coples of the flnlshed prOJect w1th the results‘and‘

?dlscuSSlon Wlll be prov1ded to the Gene31s Homeless ShelterfifFiT::f

‘fﬂand to any 1nterested part1c1pant If you would llke to

:77rev1ew any part of the study, or have questlons about thef."

’;fstudy, please contact your case manager or the counselor at

'}fthe shel‘erl That person“‘"l‘[contact the researcher for'

“Ayou so that«you can recelve 1nformat10n about the flndlngs

'.fgof the reSearch at thefconclu81on of the study

‘J'h}]Ibey“part1c1pat1ng 1n thlS study, you feel you may

4w1th any 1ssue related to your ‘h;ldhood or

i_parentlng, contact your'case manager or Cthlo”te Lalva,

:ueferrals to any

Wiresources you requlre

Thank you agaln for your w1111ngness to_spend some tlmejgf*’i?




DEBRIEFING STATEMENT GIVEN TO ALL OTHER PARTICIPANTS =

Thank you for.yourdpart1c1pat1on 1n th1s study * Yourra
'iyresponses w1ll be comblned w1th those of other part1c1pantsftv
jto create a theory about the experlence of parentlng It 1s;
‘hoped that the 1deas generated by thlS prOJect can be used |
'}fto help mental health profeSS1onals and other 1nterested |
vpeople to be more effectlve 1n thelr work w1th parents,:iff*it
»espec1ally in the development of parentlng educatlon “f-{tkﬂn
aiprograms and the preventlon of Chlld abuse -

Coples of the flnlshed prOJect w1th the results and

’hydlscuss1on w1ll be prov1ded to the Gene81s Homeless Shelter -ff»v

’1ﬁ]the Cucamonga Unlted Methodlst Church and any 1nterested

»part1c1pant If you would llke to rev1ew any part of the yib |

ustudy or 1f you have questlons about the study, you can call{;
biKaren at '909- 989 8475 so that you can be contacted at the -
’econclu31on of the study 4' | f‘, | ' B B v’ .

| If by part1c1pat1ng 1n thlS study, you feel that you o
'may need help w1th any 1ssue related to your chlldhood or T
aparentlng, you can call the San Bernardlno County Departmenty

:f;fof Mental Health at 909 387 7000 for referrals for mental

“,fhealth serv1ces or other approprlate resources

Thank you agaln for your w1111ngness to spend some tlmef"*

\'sharlng yourself w1th me|



APPENDIX C: QUESTIONING FORMATS

QUESTIONING FORMAT UTILIZED IN INTERVIEW ROUNDS 1 AND 2:

Subject ID codé

Age of subject

Gender of subject

Presence of a Partner in the home who shares parenting

responsibilities

Ages of children still in the home

Ages of children no longer living at home

Educational level

Ethnic identity

1.

Tell me about your parents. I am espécially interested

- in what they did for you which was good.

Tell me about your experience as a parent. Again, I am

especially interested in thoSe'things which you think

are right and good.

What are some things which you do which have helped you

‘to be a good parent? (habits, things you do regularly)

What are some things which you think (say to yourself-
in your head) which have helped you to be a good

parent?
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What are some things which have made it difficult for

you to do your best job as a parent?
What are some things which have made it easier?

Is there anything élse that you think is important for

me to- know?
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QUESTIONING FORMAT

UTILIZED IN INTERVIEW ROUND 3

”’ZSubject ID code

'{{Age of subject

ﬁffGendermof subject

ffPresence:of’a Partner in heﬁhome who shares parentlng@

respons1b111t1es¢;V

prAges of chlldren Stlll 1nbthe home fflw'

“fIAges of chlldren no 1onger 11v1ng at home IffV'”v

I}fEducatlonal level

,s‘Ethnlc 1dent1ty

1!6 Tell me about your parents I am- espec1ally 1nterested;’"‘“‘""

'Ifjln what they d1d for you Wthh was good

How dld they show . ,pass.k you know .i";eth»vu

gégfﬂ,Telf;me about your experlence as a parent Agaln,sltamﬂdf
'777}espec1ally 1nterested 1n those thlngs Wthh you thlnk

u{g5are rlght and good

;twhat are some thlngs Wthh you do Wthh have helped you;?‘% i

'*fIto_be a good parent° (hablts, thlngs‘you do regularly)

MII[What are some ways that you have dealt‘w1th the

";ﬁfeellngs you ve experlenced as a parent°




What are some things which you think (say to'yOurself‘
in your head) which‘have helped you to be a good

parent?

What are some things which have made it difficult. for

you to do your best job as a parent?
What are some things which have made it easier?

What do you think is a parent’s main job? What do ydu

think a good parent should do for his or her children?

Is there anything else that you think it is important:

for me to know?
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QUESTIONING FORMAT

UTILIZED IN INTERVIEW ROUNDS 4 AND 5

Subject ID code

Age of subject

Gender of subjéct

Presence of a Partner in‘thé home who shares parenting

responsibilities

Ages of children still in the home

Ages of children no longer living at home

_Educatignal level

Ethnic identity

1. Tell me about your parents. I am especially interested

in what theyldid for you which was gbdd, |

- wa did they show... pass... :yoﬁ know. . . etc

How did you feel.... Kknow... etc
-What/who helped in raising you?

When (under what circumstances) were your parents .

able to a better job of parenting?
Do/did you feel valuable to your parents?

2.  Tell me about your experience as a parent. Again, I am

especially interested in those things which you think_'
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are rlght and good.
What are some thlngs wh1ch you do that have helped you

to be a good parent?  (habits, things you do regularly)

.'What are some ways that you have dealt with the

feelings you’ve experienced as a parent?
What are some things which you think (say toﬂyoureelft
in your head) which have helped’yoﬁ to be a good

parent?

What'are some things which have made it difficult for

- you to do your best job as a parent?

‘What are some things which have made it easier?
What/whoelse helped you raise ydur.children?

_ When are you able tO‘do‘a better job?

 What do you wish you’d had/done to'dd a bettervjob-of

_parenting?i

What do you think is a parent'’s main job? What do you

think a good parent should do for his or her children?
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4.

Is there anything else that you think it is important

for me to know?
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QUESTIONING FORMAT

UTILIZED IN INTERVIEW ROUND 6

'vSubject.ID code

Age of subject

Gender of subject

Presencé of a Partner in the home who shares parenting

responsibilities

Ages of children still in the home

Ages of children no longer living at home

Educational level

Ethnic identity

1.

Tell me about your parents. I am especially interested
in what they did for you which was good.

How did they show... pgss... you know. . . etc
‘What /who helped in raising you?

Do/did you feél'valuablevto your parents?

When the category of support is presented: How
did they benefit from the support? How often did

they receive support in this way?

Tell me about your experience as a parent. Again, I am

especially interested in those things which you think
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“Vf;are rlght and good

.F-iIWhat are some thlngs Wthh you do tha ;have helped‘y0u1>‘

‘:f”fto be a good parenl,gv(hablts, thlngs you do regularly)

'[g}What are SOme thlngs Wthh have made 1t dlfflcult for f_kfﬁf’

'7fffyou to do your best 7ob as a parent° d?f

fbeat"arejsomemthings@WhichfhavegmadefitieaSier?ﬁ;f‘t”

| Whac/uho else helped you raiss your chilarens

”ﬂQ;When category of support 1s presented

< QfHoWioften d1d you recelve th1s support

“ﬂfprasblt regular

. }was it offered to you

lwoflfdld you beneflt from thlS support

b{“}dld it make you feel

'f'?dld it help you to do a better'job

“;pdﬂdld 1t affect-your 1mage”’ ‘yourself

| If cupport was sought: what made you seck support

”gWhat'do you w1sh you d had/done to do a better jOb of ‘___f

"“w'parentlng°




 think a good parent should do for his or her children?

4.  Is there anything else that you think it is important =

. for me to know?
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