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ABSTRACT

‘Ina survey research design, this project explores factors 1nﬂuenc1ng whether or

" ‘not chlldren are remorseful after committing violent crlminal acts against others The
research question is: Are children remorseful after comrnittlng violent crlrnlnal acts against
others? The study was conducted at the San Bemardlno County Juvenile Hall, and all 78
maie respondents were incarcereited at the time of participation. All of the respondents
surveyed were maximum security risk. Maximum security risk means juveniles
incarcerated for felony c'r_imes.'. .The»approach used in this study is a positivist exploratory
design.‘ The method of analysis is both quantitative and qualitative. Surveys were used as
the method for gathering the data. This study will assist social workers in determining
whether or not children are remorseﬁﬂ after committing violent criminal acts. The study

' proVides demogrétphics about the respondents. Some demographics are age, ethnicity,

) religion,' f'ctmily size, family's economic status, sibling position, and last grade completed.
The study also explores respondents feelings of guilt and remorse as very young children
and their current sense of remorse for the crime they have committed. The results

“indicated that a majority of the respondents were remorseful for the crime they committed.
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JNEODUQTIQNMTERATUBE RE}@ AL

Throughout history, socretles have feared the1r chrldren It appears that the

- ,v modern era in this country 1s no exceptlon Although crime and Vlolence appeared to have_’

: '_been the way of the young, responses to youth crime today have departed from earlier
© views that Juvemle offenders are neither crlmlnal nor responsrble for their acts. In the
| past decade over 40 states have made adolescent offenders subject to the full penaltles of
» the crrmmal law, 1nclud1ng conﬁnement for lengthy terms in adult pr1sons (Fagan, 1990)
| ‘The problem of what to do about violent dehnquents has ex1sted since the first
a Juvenlle court was establlshed 1n 1899. Between 1940 and 1960 the number of ]uvemle
dehnquency cases rose from 200, OOO to 813 OOO (Day, 1997) Juvemle arrests for violent
“crime 1ncreased dramatlcally in the late—l960s It reached an all-tlme hlgh in the mid-
197OS but s1nce the m1d 1970s ]uvemle crlme began to recede (Jensen & Metsger 1994)
In 1994 males were charged w1th 21 percent of all person offenses and 55
: percent of all property offenses : Juvenlles accounted for 7 percent of drug offenses-and
- 18 percent of all pubhc-order offenses (Dept of Justlce 1995) | |
‘ -White and associates (1990) d1scovered that when grrls are studied for predrctors '
of adolescent dehnquency, there are no notable dlfferences from male characterlstlcs of
personahty that predict antisocial behavior. They found that early ant1s001al behavior is
 the best predictor of later "ant‘iso'cial behaViOr ‘For at least some_.children, antisocial
behav1or appears to mamfest itself early and remains stable | |
The racral characterlstlcs of those 1ncarcerated n 1984 was non;whrtes (56 2 per
| 1, OOO youth) which showed a srgmﬁcantly hrgher dehnquency rate than whltes (34 3 per
1 ,000 youth) The status offense rate was equal between non- wh1tes and whites. Black

males and females were more likely than whites and Hrspanrcs to be arrested for crimes



agalnst persons. Hlspamcs were more hkely to be arrested for drug offenses Whites were
p more likely to be arrested for status offenses (Dept of Justlce 1984) |
In 1994, the number of Juvenlles arrested remalned at an unacceptably lugh level

In usmg the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon (FBI) Unlform Crlme Reports (1994) offense
groupings, about 19 percent of all ]uvemle court cases were referred to as index v1olent
crime (e.g., hornrclde rape, robbery, and aggravated assault) whereas 35 percent were |
referred to as index property crlme (e. g._, burglary, larceny, theft,‘ motor vehicle theft, and
.. arsons) About 12 percent of these‘ cases involved a drug or 'liquor’ law Violation
Children today are comm1tt1ng more and more v1olent crimes than ever before
’ Accordmg to the Calrforma Crrrmnal Justice Profile (1992), more than 13 OOO Juvemles
'were arrested in San Bernardlno County alone These children are comm1tt1ng v1olent |
crimes such as: rape, murder attempted murder armed robbery, carjackmg, and assault
w1th a deadly weapon ,v

: The ch11dren of today are committlng violent acts agarnst others w1thout necess1ty. ‘
‘They are not klllmg in self defense, or steallng in order to surv1ve they do 1t for ‘
recreation They do not stop to think of the effects it w1ll have on the victim or to thmk

how wrong it is. They just act. = . |

PROBLEM FOCUS |

This study addresses the question:'vA.re ’c‘hildren remorseful after committing
~ violent criminal acts'7 This study is an exploratory positivist study that eiplores whether :
or not children are remorseful after committmg v1olent criminal acts Th1s study reviews
various explanatlons for Juvemle delinquency w1th the hope of understanding what makes

, children commit dangerous acts in the 1990s


http:PROBT.EM

—

The 1mphcatrons of thrs study for social work is related to direct practlce with
famrhes and groups The study attempts to show whether or not chrldren who have
commltted vrolent crrrmnal acts are remorseful. If they are not, it may be that somewhere

during their developmental years, these children failed to attain feelings of b‘guilt and shame

~for causing harm to others. Direct social work practice should involve educating parents
‘on the developmental processes of children and the importance of good parenting for

future years. -

Other socral work roles useful in thls study is research and educatlon Thrs

research attempts to demonstrate that there isa correlatron between v1olent crimes and

- feehngs of remorse with the hope that ﬁrture research can bevdedlcated to ﬁndmg

solutions to the problem

In order to better understand the meanmg of remorse, one must first understand

, shame and guilt and how it is developed in chrldhood The need to study children who are

commlttrng v1olent acts is imperative, so that somal workers may employ interventions to

decrease the violent acts whrch have been committed. Thus, social ‘workers will be better

) equipped to provide treatment for these children. In order to understand how a child

learns to be remorseful we must first define and understand words that are closely related

} ‘to remorseful such as shame and guilt.

Errkson (1963) proposed eight stages of psychosoc1al development Two of

* Erikson's stages of development specifically refer to shame and gurlt in children. The

‘ autonomy versus shame and doubt Stage’ builds'Up and is resolved when achildis2to4

years old Thrs period is dommated by the chlld's persistent needs for self- expressron and

~ mastery. Self doubt results from repeated experiences of fa1lure and 1nadequacy The

mechamsm for achieving a strong sense of autonomy is the development of competence at -

a variety of skills. Imitation is the primary vehicle for skill learning during toddlerhood. -



| Through imitation children deyelop avrep'e_rtoi‘re of language and skills that enable them to
exptess their own needs and to coordinate their behavior -wit_h thet of others.
| The other stage in which E'riks'on‘(1963) addresses guilt is the initiative versus
 guilt crisis‘whi‘ch :capt,ure‘s the child's needs'to questi_on existing norms and the emerging
feelings of moral concern when norms are Violated.‘ This stage"takes place during the ages
of 4 to 6 (Newman & NeWrnan, 1991). |
~ Shame s an intense emotion that can result from two types of experiences
(Momson 1989). One type of shame is socml ridicule or criticism. Being scolded for
: havmg spilled your mﬂk or for having lost your Jacket can probably reconstruct feelings of
shame in toddlerhood. When a Chﬂd is shamed, he/she feels small, ridiculous, and maybe
- even humiliated. If a child is never scolded for doing something wrong, does he grow up
| to be shameless? Most likely he will because he was not taught to feel bad about doing
sornething wrong. : Sorne_coltures rely heavily on public humiliation aS a means of social
control because it helps children understand the difference between right and wrong. If as
a toddler, the child is never made to feel shameful for doing something that is socially
unacceptable then how w111 that child ever understand whether the act is soc1ally
acceptable or unacceptable" ‘ R
The second type of sh‘ame is internal conflict. As children construct an
' understanding of what it means to be a good, decent, ’capable person, they build a mental
image of an ideal person, the ego ideal. Children feel shame when they recognize that
their behavior is not meeting the standards of their ideal. Even though they h“a,ve not
broken a rule or done something "naughty" vthey may feel shame when they fail to live up
~ to their own private idea of how they think they should behave. Ts this true for the
]uvemle delinquent committing violent criminal acts, or do they simply accept the fact that

they have failed? The: juvenile delinquent usually accepts his failures and justiﬁes his



wrong doings by convincing himself that it was his only choice. 'The experience of shame
is extremely unpleasant. Children will refrain from all kinds of new activities, in order to
avoid feeling shame. Therefore, the question arises, dé jﬁvenile delinquents feel shame, '
or did they for some reason fail to develop this in early téddlerhood (Newman & o
| Newman, 1991)? |

Shame involves an evaluation of the sélf. When ashamed, people feel as if they are
a "bad person" and that the self has been humiliated or disgraced. Shame is a feeling
characterized by a sense of feeling "small" and worthless in the eyes of both the} self and
others (Niedenthal, Tangney & Gavanski, ‘1994). Do children feel like a "bad person”
after committing violent acts ;égainst others? Many people would assume that they don't,
but do we really know the answér to this question? The answer is no, primarily because
the research is very limited on the subj.ec'.c.mat‘tef. o |

In understanding how one leafns_to feel guilty, first ‘understanding what guilt is, is
very important. Guilt is the i_htemal psychological mechanism that signals when a taboo is
about to be violated. Guilt is an emotion associated with doihg ‘something wrong or
anticipating doing something wrong. - Guilt is an emotion that acdonipanies the sense that
one has been responsible for an unacceptable thought, fantaSy, or action (Izard, 1977). A
~ child's curiosity is limitt_ad to the extéﬁf that the family and the school impose resfrictions
on areas of legitimate inquiry or action. In other words, a chil‘d,‘willl feel guilty about
certain things if and only if, fhé family and vthe' school have imposed»r‘estrictions on those
areas of inquiry or actién. Isit the;efore right to assume that a child does not feel guilty
for committing violent acts against others Simply because as young children; bthey‘were not
taught to feel guilty. On the other hand, pérhaps someone was causing harm to them |
when théy were young g:hildren; the_refore:possibly, they were taught that hurting others

was acceptable.



Feehngs of gullt generally lead to remorse and some. ,attempt to set thmgs r1ght

2 _’agam to restore the pos1t1ve feellngs 1n a relatronshlp A ch11d must develop a strong

o mternal moral code to help hlm/her av01d pumshment He or she must also develop the ,

\‘j.ablhty to reward the self for correct behav1or The more areas of restrlctron that are .
B jv_"'.lmposed ona chlld's th1nk1ng, the more dlfﬁcult it wrll be for the chlld to dlstmgu1sh
. between legltlmate and mapproprlate areas of thought One way that a chrld has of copmg" -
< ;vw1th thls problem 1s to develop a rrgld moral code that restrlcts many aspects of thought L

o ,Land actlon (Newman & Newman 1991) Does a ch11d feel remorse aﬁer comrmttmg a

L _,v1olent act agalnst another person or does the ch11d s1mp1y blame others for what he has

- ) 'done For example a chrld who states 1f my dad was not so abusive to me as a chrld I :

R "_‘ would never have killed that old lady " In askmg a chrld 1f he. feels remorseful after

\ .commlttrng a v1olent act agamst another person the response wrll be dlfﬁcult to 1nterpret i

i because many tlmes a state of demal is experlenced after commlttmg a crrme It's 11ke

| - "well 1f I deny I drd 1t then they will belreve I dldnt do 1t . In order to feel remorseﬁﬂ

4 ,’about somethrng one must frrst adrmt to h1m/herself that mdeed they did do somethmg |

L ‘wrong

E Addltronally, thls study provrdes 1nformat10n on whether the Chﬂd feels remorseﬁ.ll
. "_ f‘because he has been caught or because he truly feels bad for what he drd In thls study a’
‘:. ‘vsenes of questlons are asked to measure a chrld's feehng of remorse As 1t stands rlght :
| now a chrld of 14 years and older can stand to be trred as.an adult n the cr1m1nal Just1ce
,“lsystem If thrs is. already bemg 1mplemented then what w1ll keep our soc1ety from L
| ‘ sentencmg younger chlldren to the death penalty') If thls study proves that chrldren are not : 4‘ )

‘1 Vremorseful for comrmttmg v1olent crlmes then 1t mrght be that much easrer to vote 'yes"

L on the death penalty for chlldren In a 1994 Natlonal Poll the questron was; asked when

o yi,a teenager comrmts a murder and 1s found gu1lty by a ]ury, do you thmk he Shmﬂd get the |




death penalty or should he be spared because of his youth?" The results showed that 60
percent of the national population voted "yes" he should get the death penalty; 30 percent
voted "no", and 10 percent voted "I don't know" (Dept. of Justice, 1995). Ifit can be
shown that children are committing violent acts against others simply because they were
not taught as young toddlers to feel guilt, shame, and remorse, then maybe a greater
percentage of our nation, will vote to spare them; and perhaps institute educational
programs to teach shame, guilt, and remorse.
Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study is to explore factors which influence whether or not
children are remorseful after committing violent criminal acts against others. The study
utilized a positivist exploratory approach which used a questionnaire as the method for
gathering the data.
Research Question

The research question for this study is: Are children remorseful after committing
violent criminal acts against others? This study utilized an exploratory survey research
design in answering the question. One implication of using the positivist paradigm for
this research project is to help social workers explore reasons for the increase in violent

crimes committed by juveniles.

METHODS

Sampling. Because of the great number of children committing violent crimes, it is
necessary to limit the survey to a small population of interest. For the purpose of this
research project, seventy-eight male juveniles incarcerated at the San Bernardino Juvenile
Hall participated in the study. The population of interest consist of males between the

ages of 10 and 17 who have been charged with committing violent criminal acts (e.g.,



| fmurder attempted murder armed robbery, carjackmg, rape and assault wrth a deadly

B _:weapon) The ethnrc make-up ofthe populatron of 1ncludes Hrspamcs Caucas1ans AR

'Blacks and a smaller number of Asrans SubJects were only accepted on a voluntary bas1s-. f ; .

g and there was no consequence for choosrng not to partlclpate (See Informed Consent
o .:Append1x B) o | | '

A stratrﬁed systematrc sample was used to survey those 1nd1v1duals who had been '

- '_.' :};’charged w1th commtttmg v101ent crrmmal acts The group cons1sted of 1nd1v1duals who '

| have been class1ﬁed as mandatory securrty r1sk The 1nd1v1duals classrﬁed as. mandatory

o j:securlty rlsk are in ]uvenlle hall for vrolent crimes. Aﬂer separatlng the ent1re ]uvemle hall 0 R

h 'populatron 1nto two groups the survey was glven to all the mandatory securrty r1sk
. mmates - o -
_ala_C_o_e_chOLandsz;mmem Respondents were asked to complete a survey

- ‘questronnarre whrch was developed for th1s research (See Remorse Questronnarre

Appendlx A) The questlonnalre was de51gned for males who are currently 1ncarcerated at S

o the San Bemardmo County Juvemle Hall The quest1onna1re was pretested by the

, researcher for 1nstruct10n of clarlty and the amount of time needed to complete the
e mstrument The tlme needed to complete the 1nstrument d1d not exceed thrrty mmutes _ '_ o

o »The respondents recerved and returned the completed questlonnarre durlng a scheduled

. tlme set up by the researcher and the group counselors at the ]uvemle hall The

o _r ‘researcher drstrlbuted and plcked up the questlonnalre durmg the same Vlslt

kness

‘ 15 vf hu:In T m.,nvv Weaknesses of Self Report

e "';‘,':-Inventorres (SRI) provrde very hrmted cholces The researcher pre—selected 1tem chorces o

Wthh are relevant to the research pro;ect Therefore an attempt was made to allow for
‘ s personal comments throughout the amended questlonnarre thus expandrng statements of - '

| ch01ce specrﬁc to the respondent (Babbre 1989)




Another .weakf_les.s.‘of the ques_tionnaire is that it rhay not have captured the internal
motivational ‘charact’eristics of the respondents (Babbie, 1989). For example, in this
research preject, the child might be feeling very remorseful because he has been caught
and is facing along titne of incarceration. Also, the questions might have been answered
dishonestly, or cerripleted under chaotic conditions which prevented serious thought. An
effort was mede to express to the respondents the importance of thoughtful and honest
- responses and full completion of the data, in an effort to obtain an accurate reflection of
whether or not children are remorseful after committing violent criminal acts against
others. | |

The strengths of SRI questionnaires are that a large quantity of information can be
presented in a uniform manner and many persons sampled in a short period of time.
Another strength of the SRI is that it is useful in deseribing the characteristics of a large
pop_ulatien (Babbie, 1989). This particular survey provided space for checking off
‘answers and using specified lines to allow for more explanation of answers. |

o Factors Measured by the Questionnaire. The purpose of thie questionnaire is to
: prot/ide»at profile of juveniles who are com-mittinglvielent crimes and to determine whether
- or not they are remorseful. |
| Procedure. The San Berhardine County Probation Department gave this

reeearcher permiésiori to use incarcerated sUbjects who Volunteeredv as research
participant:s (See Appendix‘ C- Letter of Permission). Each questionnaire was distributed
- With writteri atnd ‘Verbal. instructions on how to complete the questiotmaire. The researcher
: ,bfiefe_d all the partieipants as to the purpose of the study and the importance of answering
E qu’eétiohs as honestly as possible. Questionnaires were_dist'ributec}l and questions were
read "out loud" to respendents. The researcher colleeted completed questionnaires on the

same day they were filled out.



This research project used a survey method. ‘The ‘questio.nﬁairewas completed in
one sitting. Questionnaires were handed out to participants on their "living units" by the
researcher. Respondents were asked to independently complete the questionnaires,
| without conferring with peers. Small groubs of up to 15 participants were surveyed at one

time. There were 11 eurvey sessions, whereby, the smallest group consisted of three
pafticipants and the largest group consisted of ﬁﬂeeﬁ participants.

The researcher remained in the room uhtil the last survey was edmpleted and
turned in. After the completed questionnaires were turned in to the fesearcher, a
debriefing statement was read "out loud" te the participants. Respondents were given é
debriefing statement with a telephone nuhﬁber to contact someone regarding information
about the project, or if there was a nee'dkte talk about any t'roubling aspect of the survey
(see Appendix - Debriefing Letter). At the time of distributing.t‘he questionnaires, the
researcher héd already assigned numbers to the questionnaires for identification purposes,
Completed questionnaires were stored at the home of the researeher during the analysis of
data. | » ' .

Protection of Human Subjects. To maintain conﬁdentialify and anonymity of
human subjects, there was no need to collect personal names on fhe completed
questionnaires in that data were reported in aggregate form. Permissien to use these
‘respondents was obtained from the County of San Bernardino, Director of Juvenile Hall in
aceordance with the California State University, Sah Bernérdino's policy. A memo was |
written to the Director of Juvenile Hall in order to receive consent for the survey to be
dispensed. Approval was given to the researcher on J anuary 29, 1997 (See Letter of
Approval, Appendix D). There are no known risks to humans as a result of completing

this questionnaire.

10



S -"'generated by the EPI6 computer analy51s program

Data a ysr Th1s research pro;ect used a survey response quest1onna1res to ’

o explore the research quest1on, are chrldren remorseful after commlttmg vrolent cr1mma1

_' acts agam : others The questlonnalre consrsted of 29 questrons Statlstlcal analys1s were

The survey contamed requests for demographic data wh1ch prov1ded nomlnal
varrables such as age ethmcrty and rellgrous persuas1on These were used to generate

o umvarrate statrstlcs such as frequency tables and frequency d1str1but10ns for the purpose of ;? ; L

S -obtalmng va11d percentages related to these varlables Some ordmal varlables were

B ,treated as nommal varrables Approprlate measures of central tendency,

= arranged by groupmgs for example several quest1ons whlch measured remorse were f R

such as the mean s

: :the medlan, and the mode were calculated on age :
Ordmal vanables were obtarned ﬁ'om rankmg 1nformat10n such as b1rth order

E '11v1ng arrangements and parentmg styles F1rst umvarlate stat1st1cs such as frequency

- tables and frequency drstrrbutlons were generated to descnbe the number of times each

;response was grven Measures of central tendency or summary averages such as the

"mean, the medlan and the mode were calculated from rankmg mformatlon such as age

: -'hlghest grade completed and srze of famrly Va11d percentages Were obtamed ﬁ‘om

v‘_'ﬁequency tables of these varlables in order to delmeate the percentages of respondents

o Other measurements of varratlon obtamed from umvanate statlstlcs 1ncluded nnmmum and o

B ':»maxrmum values the range of values varrances and standard dev1at10ns Nommal and
o ’.:ordlnal level varlables were collected from a sample of males who are currently S
| lmcarcerated at the San Bernardmo County Juvemle Hall ] |

Several questlons requested comments These comments are typed out and

analyzed in the d1scuss1on of ﬁndmgs sectlon Related conceptualrzatlons are grouped mto N




'categorres Categorles wrll be conceptually labeled broadly enough to encompass all the e

. ‘,F-'concepts and the propertres whlch they hold Secondly, ax1al codrng procedures are

: performed to make connectlons between categorres These connectlons follow the ' o
’ codmg paradlgm outhned by Strauss and Corbrn (1990) Thrs paradlgm 1nvolves

, .-‘d1scover1ng, from the categorrzed data the progressron of causal condltlons that led to

S the occurrence of the phenomenon mcludmg the structural condltrons whlch are brought o

B to bare on the 1nteractlonal/actlon strategles addressmg the phenomenon ."- .

As a result of both open codmg and ax1a1 codmg, broad themes emerge in responsei : o

to the quest1ons asked These broad themes may shed more hght on the research

B questlon Are chlldren remorseﬁal aﬂer commrttmg v101ent cr1mrna1 acts agarnst others? :

o They are categonzed accordlng to srrmlarrty and attempts are. made to synthesrze in

"vwrrtmg, the factors whrch 1nﬂuence how a ch11d feels aﬁer comrmttrng a vrolent crrmmal
act agamst another person | : " ‘. Ca | | | - e

| The results of the study are prov1ded in several tables The ﬁrst area to be " -
o exammed are the demographlcs of the respondents Secondly, all respondents were asked :
to descrlbe the type of parentrng they recelved as young chrldren Lastly, the tables are

: used to examine feehngs of remorse 1n chrldren aﬁer comrmttrng a Vlolent crrmmal act

| The ages of the respondents were between 12 and 18" years old The majorrty of
- the respondents (51 3%) were between 17 18 years old There were only 6 respondents
(7. 7%) between the ages of 12 and 14 years old The remamdlng 32 respondents (41%) _:v : 5 “ v

»were between 15 and 16 years old (See Table 1) T ‘ o

" The ethmc1ty of the respondents was d1v1ded mto the followrng categorres |

: ‘Caucasran Hlspanlc Afrlcan Amerrcan A51an Natlve Amerlcan and other The ma]orrty o

: of the respondents (60 3%) were Hlspamc erteen of the respondents (20 5%) were




" Aﬁ1can Amerlcan and nine respondents (11 5%) were Caucas1an The remamdmg SIX
. .respondents (7 7%) were A51an Natlve Amerlcan or Other (See Table 2)
The majorlty of the respondents (47. 4%) were Cathohc There were: 17

- respondents (21. 8%) who stated "other" as the1r rehglon Fourteen of the respondents

. (17 9%) stated they had "no" rel1g10n and 9 of the respondents (1 1 5%) stated they were

Protestant Only 1 of the respondents (l 3%) stated he was Mushm (See Table 3)..
. Type of Parentmg h ‘ : | R :
o The ma]orlty of the respondents (26 9%) 11ved w1th the1r blolog1cal parents or

» wrth thelr mothers only (26 9%) erteen of the respondents (20 5%) l1ved w1th the1r _

R '_ mothers and stepfathers Eleven of the respondents (14. 1%) hved w1th a frrend or other

»k 5 of the respondents (6. 4%) 11ved w1th thelr grandparents 3 of the respondents (3 8%)
~‘ l1ved w1th their fathers and stepmother and only one of the respondents (1 3%) hved ‘
- | w1th his father only (See Table 4). . | |

The number of people in the family ranged from 2 12 people The maJorlty of the SRR

respondents (47 5%) had 5-8 people in thelr family. Thlrty-four of the respondents

V‘ (43 6%) had 2-4 people in their fanuly, and only 4 of the respondents (8 9%) had 9- 12

| people in their family (See Table 5) | ‘

‘The ma]orlty of the respondents (41%) was the mrddle ch11d in the farmly

| Twenty-erght of the respondents (35 9%) was the oldest in the famlly The remarndlng

18 respondents (23 1%) were the youngest in the famrly (See Table 6). )
| The ma]0r1ty of the respondents (78 2%) stated they belonged to the lower class

Sixteen respondents (21.8%) stated they belonged to the rmddle class Only one of the

respondents (1. 3%) stated he belonged to the upper class (See Table 7)

Forty-two of the respondents (53 8%) stated "yes" to bemg in‘a gang The

remalndrng thirty-six respondents (46 2%) stated "to berng in a gang (See Tablev 8). | :
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o The ma]orlty of the respondents (80 8%) stated "no to the1r parents bemg gang or ex- S

I vgang members Flﬂeen of the respondents (19 2%) stated "yes" to the1r parents berng |
- gang members or are ex-gang members (See Table 9) - i ‘ | B [
The majonty of the respondents (48 8%) have fathers w1th only elementary school

- ‘ educatlon Thlrty-three of the respondents (42 3%) stated they "d1d not know what

| “ : grade level the1r fathers completed Twenty-four of the respondents (30 8%) had fathers

~ with some hrgh school educatlon and 16 of the respondents (20 5%) had fathers w1th

,v some college educatlon (See Table 10)

The majorlty of the respondents (35 9%) mothers completed hlgh school TWentyl W

of the respondents (25 6%) stated that they "dld not know" the last grade the1r mother PR

: completed Only four of the respondents (5 1%) stated that the1r mother completed the S

o mrddle school Twelve of the respondents (15 4%) stated that the1r mother only ‘
o completed part of hrgh school and the remamdmg fourteen respondents (18%) stated that :
| therr mother went on to some college (See Table 11) | “ L “ | . | |
The ma]orlty of the respondents (57. 7%) stated "yes to attendmg school before |
bemg 1ncarcerated Thlrty-three of the respondents (42 3%) stated "no"" they were not

_attendmg school before belng 1ncarcerated (See Table 12) The ma]orlty of the

respondents (30 8%) completed the lOth grade before berng 1ncarcerated Twenty-two of { o

_ the respondents (28. 2%) completed Jumor hrgh school and 17 of the respondents (21 8%), L

: completed the 9th grade Fourteen of the respondents (17 9%) completed the 11th grade . B

and only one of the respondents (1 3%) completed the 12th grade (See Table 13)

Feelmgs Qf Remorse

The maJorrty of the respondents (57 7%) stated "yes to 'feelingvguilty when'they T

got in trouble as a young ch11d whereas 33 of the respondents (42 3%) stated no" they

| d1d not feel gullty when they got in trouble asa young ch11d The majorlty of the e



respondents (57 7%) stated "no" to feeling bad after taking something that did not belong
to them when they were a young child. Th1rty—three of the respondents (42 3%) stated |
"yes" to feeling bad after taking something that d1d not belong to them when they were a
young child (See Table 14). | J
The majority of the respondents (52.6%) stated "no" tos heing a first timer in
juvenile hall. Thirty-seven of the respondents (47.4%) stated "yes" it was their first time'_ ‘.
in juvenile hall. The majority of the respondents (74.4%) stated "no"’to ever beingina
~ placement or any other type of external program. Twenty‘ of the _respondents (25_.6%)
stated "yes" they had been to placement or some othertype of external program in the
- past. The majority of the respondents (53. 8%) stated to trying to benefit from
chances that were given to them in the past Thirty-six of the respondents (46.2%) stated
"yes" that they tried to beneﬁt from the chances that were g1ven to them in the past (See
Table 15). |
The majority of the respondents (65.4%) stated "yes" to feeling bad about the
crime they committed. Twenty-seven of the respondents (34.6%) stated "no" to feeling
bad about the crime they committed. The rnvajor‘ity of the respondents(85.9%) stated "no
~ to committing the crime again, if they oould go back in time. Eleven of the respondents
(14.1%) stated "yes" they would commit the crime again if they could go back in time.
The majority of the respondents (66_.7%‘)‘ stated.’-'.'no" they would not commit the crirne ' |
again if they oould get away with 1t Twenty—'six of the respondents (33.3%) stated "yes"
they would commit the crime again if they could get away with it (See Tahle 16)
The majorrty of the respondents (59%) stated "yes" they think of their v1ct1ms
Thn'ty-two of the respondents (41%) stated "no" they do not think of the1r victims.
Thirty-nine of the respondents (50%) stated "yes" they thmk of their victims' family and

the remainding (50%) stated "no" they' do not think of their victims' family. The majority

15



2 ':E"f.»'.cnme (See Table 19)

S 'of the respondents (5 5, 1%) stated no" they did not want to contact the1r Vrct1ms farmly or L

o frlends 1fg1ven the Opportumty;, v "hlrty-ﬁve of the respondents (44 9%) stated "yes " they“,__' S

" " ' would want to contact the1r vrct' S famll"g' or ﬁ1ends if g1ven the opportumty (See Table
S The ma]onty Ofthe respondents (61. 5%) stated "no they were not under the" o
; mﬂuence of drugs when they comrmtted the crrme The remamdlng 30 respondents [
e _ .(38 5%) stated "yes" they were under the 1nﬂuence of drugs when they comrmtted the . : -

o cr1me (See Table 18)

The ma]onty of the respondents (60 3%) stated "no" they were not under the
= mﬂuence of alcohol when they commltted the cnme Th1rty-one of the respondents Cape

o _‘.,_';(39 7%) stated "yes" they were under the 1nﬂuence of alcohol when they comm1tted the o

Several srgmﬁcant ﬁndlngs of thlS research prolect are worthy of ﬁarther O
o .dlscussron There were seventy-elght male respondents who' volunteered to partlc1pate

< ;All of the respondents were lnca ‘ erated at the San Bernar ‘1no Count Juvemle Hall Thev-.-‘ﬁv‘;'t' .y

ma]orlty of the respondents were H1span1c males between the ages of 17”and 18 years old. o

o ?;Also the ma]orrty of th ” respondents were Cathohc and hved wrth e1ther brologrcal

o :;11, ‘.’parents or wrth the1r mothers only, prlor to belng 1ncarcerated Addltlonally, 1t was found - o

of he respondents hved m* ai famr

f5 0 8 people'j.Many Ofth e S L

-’{_""respondents were the mlddle Chlld

Slxty-one out of the 78 respondents reported that the1r famrlles were in the lower
L class The ma]orlty of the respondents statedthelr fathers had only an elementary school ‘ B -

N -educatron whereas the mothers of the respondents had completed hlgh schoo1 Thls 3 . -




‘_‘statlstlc could be an 1nd1cat1on that the respondents d1d not know what grade level the1r s
E fathers had completed smce many hved w1th thelr mother only 3 ‘ o
o , Many of the respondents stated they were attendmg school pnor to be1ngb B
; 1ncareerated and the majonty of the respondents stated that the last grade they completed : .
was the 10th grade “This shows that the ]uvemle delmquent does remarn in school :
| "although soc1ety tends to beheve that they have the lnghest drop out rate.” The study d1d
3 not look at the whether or not the respondent was attendmg contmuatlon or adult school
- In regards to early ch11dhood the majorlty of the respondents stated yes" that they R
- felt gurlty when they got in trouble but stated "no" they d1d not feel bad after takmg |
_ something that d1d not belong to them Erikson (1963) states that between the ages of 4 :
to 6, children quest1on ex1st1ng norms and the emergrng feehngs of moral concern when o
norms are violated. The research shows that feehngs of moral concern emsted in the -
: partrcrpants ata Very young age, smce the majorlty of the respondents stated yes" that .»
~they felt gullty when they got in trouble when they were Very young. o
" The majonty of the respondents stated to be1ng in ]uvemle hall for the ﬁrst o

.t1me Most of the: respondents had been 1ncarcerated in the past Although the majorlty
' of the respondents stated "no" to ever berng in placement or any other type of external '

: program Many of the respondents had not been to placement or any other type of c
_ external program s1mply because of the seriousness of therr crime. Ch11dren are now be1ng;
- tried as adults, and sentenced to adult pr1sons ~ ; o i | | | |
The ma]orlty of the. respondents stated yes to feehng bad about the crlme they
. COmnntted and stated they would not comm1t the crime: agam 1f they could go back in
i't1me Most of the respondents stated they would not comm1t the crime agarn - even 1f E |
“they could get away w1th 1t Th1s demonstrates that the respondents truly felt gurlty for g

«the crime they had comnntted Accordmg to Izard ( 1977) gullt is, an emotlon assoc1ated o



jw1th domg somethmg wrong or antlclpatmg dorng somethlng wrong Feehngs of gullt
’ generally lead to remorse The research proves that chlldren are remorseﬁﬂ after |
comnnttmg Vrolent cr1m1na1 acts agamst others The ma]orrty of the respondents feel

| , ’gullty because s001ety says they have done somethrng wrong and must now be punrshed

_ v-forlt

Many of the respondents stated "yes" they thrnk of thelr v1ct1ms and half of the o

- : them stated "yes" they thmk of their victims family and frlends The majorlty of the

respondents stated "no" they did not want to contact thelr v1ct1ms, farmly or frrends, if |
given the op_po'rtunity. } According to vabreit;(19v93), 'there isa new. pr‘actice a,re'awhjch_v :
- mediates the conflict between crime‘victrms and their ?oﬁ'enders; The 'impactof the
mediation_proceSS isto help yictims achieve closureand to help offenders personally make o
' 'amends.j L | | | :
| Most of the respondents were. not under thevinﬂuencevof drugs or alcohol when |
‘ they comnntted the crime. Th1s shows that most of the respondents were in a conscious
 state of rmnd when they commltted the1r crime. This contradlcts the behef that most
5 ]uvemles who commrtt crlmmal acts are under the influence of drugs or alcohol
| Inan open- ended questlon the respondents listed the followmg as crimes they had
commrtted armed robbery, grand theft auto, possessron of a ﬁrearm attempted robbery,
- assault with a deadly weapon attempted murder premedltated attempted murder e
accessory to murder murder carjackmg, home 1nva51on and terrorlsts threats Many of PR
| : the respondents who partlclpated in thlS research prOJect had several charges pendlng

When asked to explam in therr own words the reasons why they | d1d what they d1d

- some of the responses g1ven were "I d1d 1t because if I didn't k111 the person that person ‘

- was gomg to kill me and T wouldn't be here today, because I needed money and I drdn't

_ 'want to get caught 1t wasn't suppose to happen but my co- partner ﬂlpped out when the



inhabitant of the house we were robbing, woke up, it all happened so fast; I don't
remember what I was thinking; because I went crazy one night while I was high; because
they stabbed me and shot up my house; because I wanted to get some money for mysélf;
because I had to protect myself and my varrio; because I was under the influence of
alcohol and I wasn't thinking right.'>' None of these responses are senseless or cold-
blooded, unlike popular belief. The responses given by the participants seem tolerable and
understandable, but yet, society is quick to label and sentence these juvenile to life in |
prison. You see, it's a 10t easier and more accepted by society to incarcerate them and let
them grow old in prison because they have committed a "bad" act and need to be
"punished."

The implications to social work policy which need to be addressed as a result of
this study are the death penalty and life sentences for juvenile delinquents. Qur society is
not addressing the underlying problem of juvenile delinquency. It is providing a quick,
easy, and acceptable solution. This research would advocate that sentencing a child tov
death and/or 25 years to life in prison, is immoral and is by no means, treatment or
rehabilitation. Many children are committing more and more violent crimes each day and
prisons are being built to house them, society needs to begin to address the root of the
problem. It appears the root begins by looking at the family system.

This research demonstrates that the fnajority of children who commit violent
criminal acts against others are indeed remorseful because the majority of the respondents
stated "yes" to feeling bad about the crime they committed. In some of the cases they did
what they had to, in order to attain something they wanted. The society we live-in today,
values money and possessions. Therefore, society should expect children to want nothing
less. Children steal and kill because it's what they have learned. Newman & Newman

(1991) states that children have been found to imitate aggressive, altruistic, helping and
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stingy models. Children will modcl-those Who are prestigious;_ who control reéources, or
who themselves are rewarded. These childrch have learned that violence is a way of
feeling safe and protecting themselves iS'.nécesSary 1n at society that promotes violence
through television. Also, chi'ldren‘ have learned to value mcney and possessions.. Society
cannot continue to condemn juvenile delinquents to death or twenty-five years in prison
and believe that this is the solution to juvenilé delinquency. As social workers, it is our :
~ ethical duty tc change society's current way of dealing with juvenile delinquency.
Incarcerating them for life, is not the answer. |

An implication of this study for direct Social work practice with families is to help
children and their families learn about the cyclé of Violence and the negative influence of
guns, drﬁgs, and gangs in our society today. Direct social work practice should focus on
reestablishing family unity and respect for others. Alsc, direct social work practice should
_involvc educating parents on the developmental stages of children to help parents better |
understand why their children behéve a certain way. Better‘ yet, direct social work
practice should focus on educating people about people. According to Newman &
Newman (1991), "common threads of oiganization and understanding allow ﬁs to know
one another, care for oile another, and coritribute‘ to one ailother's Well-being" (p- 4).

This study should be replicated to include incarccrated girls to find out if they are
remorseful after coinmitting violent criminal acts. Also, it should be replicated to include‘ i
non-violent juvehiie dclinquents and explore their 1evel of reinorse. Another reason for
_ rcplicating the study would be to explc_)ie the parenting styles of primary caregivers, and
 other family dynamics. |

In conclusion, this research project addressed whether or not children are
remorseful after committing violent criminal acts. The research demonstrated that the

majority of children are indeed remorseful after committing violent crimes. The research

20



addressed in an open-ended question ’the ‘reasox‘ls why reépoﬁdents’ acted as they‘ did, and
surprisinglyb enough, the respopé.es Were'revasohab‘le. Thé.respohden‘ts were consistent in
answering the que“stions which ad‘dfééséd feelings of remorse. It is this researchéts. .
opinion that the respondents answé_red questions és. héhesﬂy as possible (See Remorse

Questionnaire, Appendix A).
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”.}.Table 1- Age of Respondents RESRE

o Age | -f’ 'j # of partlclpants

j--r.Percentage (%).V o

1%
410%
513%

Zu e

a8 40

~Total: = 78 - ‘\-100.‘0% o

> " Table 2- Ethmclty of Respondents

Ethnlc1ty T #ofrespondentsf.} "'

o Percentage(%) .

CU115%
- 60.3%
20.5% -
2.6%
C13%
- 3.83%

Caucas1an L
. Hlspamc i L
. African Amerlcan SN
CAsian .
 Native Amerlcan
.jOther A

‘*Table 3 Rehglon of Respondents

‘Rehglon SR "7‘; AR .' # of Respondents Percentage (%)

Cathohc '
Protestant

. Jewish

‘Muslim

-~ None
Other

11 5%
0%

13%
179%;»
21, 8%-.1‘* -

o Total;* o 7_3”' S DR

” 100 O%



iv”“v'Frlend/Other IR SR § A

- Table 4 lemg Arrangements of Respondents Prlor to Incarceratlon

~‘>‘L1V1ng Arrangement et # of partlclpants f'-f’ ._i | Percentage (%)

 Biological Parents ] 26 9% R
- Father and Stepmother s R e b K 0 AU N P 38% .

CFatheromly . - n e T e 13% ;
- Mother and Stepfather e 205%
‘Motheronly. 21 0 269%
 ‘Grandparents . S 64%

Total 78 1000%

. ‘ Table 5 J Famlly S]ze of Respondents

_Slze S o R #of partlclpants . Percentage(%)

©58people . '-37 %

9-12people -~ A 8%

Total }’"78 o 100.0%

- Table 6- Slblmg POSIthll of ResPOIldents

: ~B1rth Order v 5 : # of Respondents R ~Percentage (%) g

B Oldest o 28'7“;, o 35.9%

~ Total: 78 Lo 100.0%

Table 7 - E’cbnnmic-Status of Respvonde‘nts" S

Class e #of Respondents Percentage (%)

~ Upper | Ve e 1 R 13%
CMiddle 160 218%
‘Lower o6l T82%

Total: . 78 o ST 100.0% :



| Table 8 Gang Membershlp of Respondents P R

#ofRespondents';“ S

~ Percentage (%)

oss%
- 462%

‘Total T8 B

Table 9 Gang Membershlp of Respondents Parents

1000%

# of Respondents

- Percentage (%)

. 192%
80.8% .

Total

'Table 10 - Respondents Father Educatlonal Level L

1100.0%

: GradeLevel e e #ofRespondents_'-*' o

Percentage (%)

~ 0="Idon'tknow" 33
1st-8th grade 38
 9th-12thgrade =~ . 24
~ 13th-19th grade .~ 16

42.3%
48.8%
30.8%
20.5%

' fTotal'”‘f ’ ,'7‘8 o

Table 11 - Respondents Mother Educatlonal Level.‘ .

- 100.0%

| ‘,Gjrade Level‘ L ‘" o #of Respondents ‘ S

~ Percentage (%)

- 0="Idon'tknow" ~ . . . 20
6-8thgrade =~ . 4
9-1lthgrade -~ -~ .~ 12 o
12th grade L 28

. o 16thgrade U *“'14.; R

25.6%
- 5.1%
15.4%
C359%
18.0%

- Total: 78

1100.0%



Tal)'le 12 School Attendance Prlor to Incarceratlon : e

.""_SCho'Ol..f e #ofRespondents . © Percentage (%) |

T"tal T 100 o% I

o Table 13 Last Grade Completed by Respondent Prlor to Incarceratlon e '

3

o ‘G‘ra\de'LeVel:.« T i “# of part1c1pants S Percentage (%)

42 3%

:68thgrade T e g M T T e 7"28 2%1”;";i e

. 10th grade R R AN 24 R 308%
‘V--:,‘:llthgrade LR 14 SR S S 179% A e
12th grade N A L 13% e

~ Total 78 . . 1000% .

L Table 14 - Respondents Feelings? of Guilt alldRemorseas Very Young Chlldren L L

~ Feelings Yes | NO : "" #ofRCSpondeiits"(%)"‘_".'_"'*"h

CGaly . #6)» (423%) T 78(100%)
Remose 3@ 4 R LN

‘ Table 15 Respondents Flrst Tlme m Juvenlle Hall or Placement

» Incarceratlon HlStOl'y -{," YCS ‘- DI N_O _' ’ # of Respondents (%)

" Flrst time: 1nJI—I SRR 37 (47 4%) “ 41 (52, 6%) — 7‘8 (100%)' T |
© . Prior placement - o 20(256%) o 58(744%) . 78(100%) .
_ Benefit from chances ~ -~ 36(46.2%) - 4205, 8%)‘, o T8(00%)




© ‘Table 16 - Respondents Current Feclings of Remorse

78 (100%)

‘Feel bad about crlme 51 (65 4%) 27 (3 4 6% ).f:*':'
| 78 (100%)

- Committ crime again 11 (14.1%) - - 67.(85.9%)

' ﬂGet away and repeat _26 (333%) - 52 (66 7%) 78 (100%) o

. : Table 17 Respondents Feellngs Towards Vlctlm and Vlctlm s Famlly

Feehngs o YeS No #ofRespondents (%)

Think ofvictim 46 (59%) “’32‘“‘(’4“1%)"' s (100%)

. Think of victim's family 39 (50%) - 39 (50%) 78 (100%)
Contact family - o 35(449%) 43 (55 1%) 78 (10()%)

:;::Drugs L #of Respondents

R - Table 18 Respondents Under the Inﬂuence of Drugs»,

‘-_ ; Prercentagc (% ) e

- 38. 5‘%' ’

Total 78 100 0%

: Table 19 Respondents Under the Inﬂuence of Alcohol

 Aloohal | o # ofRespondents o o ;;--Percéenfage o

N e e e e T A T e 60 3%

6LS% T

100 0% ISR S



' APPENDIX A: REMORSE QUESTIONNAIRE

I.D. Number
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA
1. Age 2. Ethnicity:
_ . - Caucasian
3. Religion: , - Hispanic
Catholic - Affican American__
Protestant Asian
Jewish | v Native American
Muslim ' . Other"
None '
Other
' FAMILY DATA AND SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS DATA
4. Who did you live with before getting iOCked-up? '
Biological parents _ Mother and stepfather
Father and stepmother - Mother only"
Father only - Grandparents
Friend : Alone _
Other: Specify
5. Number of people in your family?
6. What is your sibling position in family of br‘igin?
Oldest child Youngest child
Middle child ' R
7. How would you describe your family's economic status?
Upper-class Middle-class
Lower-class | :
8. Areanyof your parents gang members or ex-gang members?
Yes No : .
9. What was the last grade completed by your father ?
10.  What was the last grade completed by your mother ?
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- F.V'EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

. B 8 o

12

Were you gomg to school before gettmg "locked up?" j G

What was the last grade you completed'?

g “EARLYCH[LDHOOD .

T

14,

15
6.

17

18

. When you were a young ch11d and you got in trouble d1d you feel gu11ty‘7
o Yes L No__ e C

When you were a young chrld and you took somethmg that d1d not belong |
to you, did it make you feel bad? AR . , v

.Yes - No
__CR[MINAL HISTORY

" Are you a gang member? |
Yes . No__

Is this your'_ﬁrst: time in juyenile:hall? . |

Yes - - No_ -

' List current charge(s) and priors. -

Have you ever been to"p‘.‘laeernent or any other type of external program?

Yes. . - No

' REMORSEFULNESS

- Answer these questrons in terms of your most recent crlme not 1nclud1ng Vlolatlon of

Vcourt orders. -

Do you feel bad about the crlme(s) you commrtted'? R
~Yes No S

Why or why not? Explarn T




20.

21.

22,

23,

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

If you could go back in time, would you do the crime again?
Yes No

If you could get away with it, would you commit the crime again?
Yes No

Do you ever think of your victim(s)?

Yes . No 2

Do you ever think of your Vi@tirn's family?
Yes No ~

If given the opportunity, would you contact your victim(s) family/friends?
Yes No

If yes, what would you tell them.

Looking back, can you honestly say, you tried to benefit from chances that
were given to you? ' ‘
Yes ' No
Explain.

Were you under the influence of drugs when you committed the crime?
Yes No_ v

- Were you under the influence of alcohol when you committed the crime?

Yes No_ -

How did you feel while you were committing the current crime?
‘Explain. ' ‘ ’

In your own words, describe all the reasons why you did what you did.
Explain. ' '
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APPENDIX B: INFORMED CONSENT

This study is designed to explore feelings of remorse in children who ha{re |
committed violent acts against others. The study is being c;onducted by Arlene E. Garcia
under the supervision of Dr. Ira Neighbors, a professor of Social Work at the California
State University, San Bernardino. | |

In this study you wﬂl be asked té answer qUestions‘rellating to family, géng
participation, school, and feelings of remorse. The information you provide will be kept
confidential. Data will be held in sealable en{/elbpes in a file cabinet not vaccessib'le to
others. Analyzed data will be reported in .group form only. . |

Your participation in this research s totally Voluﬁtary and you are free to withdraw
at any time during the study without penalty and to remoVe any daté at any time during the
study. ' |

I acknowledge that I have been informed of, and understand the nature and |

purpose of this study. I freely consent to participate.

Participants signature ‘ Date
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o .".I'~ . .5:.92404 The results should be avarlable

= In thrs study, at no t1me d1d the researcher dece1ve or hoax you 1n any Way The

idata collected wrll be analyzed to d1scover and descrrbe whether or not feehngs of remorse; . o

i ex1st in chrldren who have commltted v1olent crrmmal acts

: _l'wrrtmg a letter to Ms Arlene Gar01a Box #79 at 900 E Grlbe tS tﬂ San Bernardrno CA

) ,d;June 1997 If you have any questlons or S
e .vconcerns as a result of your part1c1pat10n 1n th1s study, you can wrlte to Ms Arlene Garcra""-:
'b ‘at the address above or Dr Ira Nelghbors 1n the Socral Work Department at 5500

Umversrty Drlve San Bernardlno CA 92407

Also ,a Mental Health Referral Fo:‘ _'_ is avarlable to you through JJOP at the T

e __'Juvenrle Hall 1f you feel you need to "ta k t someone about how you are feehng

Please do not reveal the nature of th1s study to other potent1a1 subjects

If you are 1nterested in ﬁndlng out the results of the study, you can obtam them by e f{ : " s



INTEROFFICE MEMO

‘b'VFROIM ‘:Arlene Garcia, Group Counselor = ‘ MAIL-COD_E} -

.TO 'GaryﬁPeytes,xDirecror I

3 SUBJECT 'AbproyéloforoPrOjectyPropoéaiﬁk ‘

I am submlttlng thlS memo * to request your approval to,conduct a study LT
here at juvenile hall.. The study explores: factors- 1nf1uenc1ng ‘whether

*.or mot children are remorseful after commlttlng v1olent cr1m1na1 acts .
agalnst others. e TR s - : O -

I am currently a student at the Callfornia SCate Univer31ty, San Bernardlno"ﬂude
',worklng on my Masters Degree in Soc1al Work. As a partial requlrement B
for the degree, I must conduct a research progecL.

'Attached 1s a copy of the anonymous survey whlch I would like to dlstrlbute
to minor's un maximum qeccrity risk, who are currently ‘housed -in Juvenlle
©hall. I would like to:begin collecting my. data by rebruary 13, 1997. ' If.

~ lyou could plesse notify me by 1etter of your dec1s1on before then;’ I would
be most greatful. . : . :

ij you have any questlons, comments,'or concerns, please ‘contact me at
- (818)°961-9124 or you can contact. my research advisor, Dr. Nelghbors at
~.vv(909) 880—5565 Thank you for your tlme and cooperatlon ﬂz

A[?tﬂrbud b'i C(MJ.L Po"s /-zq.cn
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