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ABSTRACT
bThls research study explored the'preyalence and type of
‘chlldhood abuse that may have been suffered by former Patton
vState Hospltal patlents and to what extent the occurrence orv.
;nflueneevof ch;ldhood;abuse wasvassessed orvrecognlzed‘by
vpsyohiatriefsocial”morkers'at,the,hospital.' Furthermore, an
1exploration of»psychiatricrdlagnoses, reasons for v
.commitment, substanee abuselpractices.and'other‘demographic
eharacteristics werevincluded.' Afsurvey"'design:was-used_
to'examinelloo archiyal case records from a 3 year_‘
populatlon of former PSH patlents Collected data mas
‘analyzed quantltatlvely, u51ng unlvarlate (frequency)
analy51s. It was found,that one—thlrd of the sample
populatlon were abused as chlldren, approxzmately one—thlrd
dlsplay symptoms of hav1ng been abused in chlldhood and that
social work documentatlon revealed the occurrence of

chlldhood abuse and/or symptoms 1n the majority of cases.

E _Although the flndlngs of thls research prOJect were

dprellmlnary and exploratory, they may. 1mprove the assessment‘
,and treatment efforts of soc1al ‘workers, as well as, other |
cllnlcal personnel, who'explore and dlscuss issues of early
life tha%'impact'the mentalvillness and life circumstances

of foren51c psychlatrlc patlents.
I : :
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7 INTRODUCTION '»
Patlents at Patton State Hospltal (PSH) commltted under .
- Penal Code,1026;have been_found guilty, but not guilty by
reasonvof insanity for a crimlnal aet"osome of'these PC

_1026 patlents have ‘or have attempted to 1nJure or klll -

v1ct1mlze - loved ones or other people The purpose of thls o

.Study_was.to egplore if theseapatlents had been v;ctlmlzed
themselves at_one'point'in'their,early‘1ives}@lﬁore
'specifically,‘this research:study explored‘the possible’
oCCurrence and/orftype of childhood abuse"that'may have beenj

7suffered by these former PSH patlents | PsyChiatric

',,dlagn051s, reason for commltment ‘and other

_demographlc/characterologlcal lnformatlon wasvlncluded
| Addltlonally, 1t~wasvthe purpoSe‘of this study to
- determine to whatgextent psychiatric social workers assessed
the‘possibility‘of'this early:abusey through a~thorough
.}Jsearch of soclal work documentatlon (Soclal Hlstory
‘Evaluatlons and updates, progress notes, and court reports)
Although it was not the scope of this study to focus on
v3any»"11nks" between chlldhood abuse and future pathology as
fdlsplayed in the foren51c populatlon under exploratlon, it
"”was the 1ntent10n of the researchers to begln developlng a
pprellmlnary knowledge around the issue of chlldhood'abuse,
as it relates to this populatlon of people
‘The researchers have assessed that treatment objectlve

for patlents ataPSH have been geared toward-gettrng the



'fif-patlent "well"ti Because of the constralnts of tlme,vhlgh
";‘?exploratlon’of early chlldhoodltrauma 1 Even 1f thls
“apassessment/exploratlon d1d occur, there are confoundlng

;":as whether the patlent was grounded 1n reallty at the tlme:.

"h,ihof dlsclosure, or Just fantaSLzlng that abuse had occurred«p
' *ﬁfafflrmatlon or: den1a1 of abuse

ff}:on thlS subject the researchers contend that a

"ﬂﬁfcomprehen51ve and accurate 1nvestlgatlon of the prevalence

i

I
¥
[N

“7Q?caseloads and documentatlon schedules, however, the depth of

'ftreatment strategles may not 1nclude an assessment and

:factors related to the dlsclosure of chlldhood abuse, suchﬂfv’

7RfThere is also the p0551b111ty of dlshonesty 1n thevfffx*l

As was 1nd1cated by a thorough search of the llterature

e of chlldhood abuse among former PSH patlents may 1ncrease fﬁff’

'the treatment focus on p0551ble llnks between a patlent s vd«@‘"
chlldhood abuse and current manlfestatlons of mental 111ness

'7fand v1olent behav1or However, the scope of thls research

l:p§study was to only explore the p0551b111t1es of chlldhood f ‘j.lhb'

’abuse among thls”populatlon The flndlngs may have prov1ded

Problem Focus}f"hrk

S Thls research progect wasfgulded by the p051t1v1st .

zparadlgm and was exploratory Brlefly, a p051t1v15t study

1mposes a: "loglca

1‘rel:l.xtu.nary base from whlch to develop a more r1g1d and ?wrdx'ng‘

emplrlcallylbased rezearch endeavor ,ﬁfitsvr":ff:ﬁi:;:¥11l'f:75d'

:and sc1ent f1c structure w1th the use of ff»:n'



'*ffsearch and evaluatlon of the

e observatlon

:drlgorous methodolog (Rubin &_Babble,‘1993)wf;?h§é7h o

'33research questlon was'developed as a result of an exten51ve

‘terature and theory regardlng g':

”fllssues of chlldhood abuse and 1ts long-term effects yfhisyyfﬁ

,_theoretlcal base 1nf1uenced the development‘of a: questlonb
f’;dwhlch in turn, 1nfluenced the sampllng and datapcollect;onv;%fu
‘.procedures | | | b ' e
’ Because of the practlcal constralnts lmposed onvthe
'zyresearchers,bas well as,»the sen51t1v1ty and complex1ty‘of ;f
ivthe subject of chlldhood abuse, thls study represented only

-4Q an 1n1t1a1 step 1n the process of 1oglca1 and sc1ent1f1c hjﬂ

The lnformatlon galned from thls study may add to or he e

':ffjthe 1mpetus to asse551ng or 1nclud1ng a con51deratlon of

"vpsychlatrlc patlents and may be utlllzed by PSH

1ch11dhood abuse 1n the treatment of thls populatlon of

ol
‘0

S practltloners, dlrectly, to fac111tate approprlate treatment

"f‘goals and therapeutlc 1nterventlons

*fyfﬂthese psychlatrlc patlents have_

Addltlonally, a focus on the p0551b111ty of chlldhood jjt

‘&ffabuse among these patlents, partlcularly w1th a focus on
'gender, psychlatrlc 1llness, commltment offense, etc., may
‘dcontrlbute to soc1al work practlce w1th chlldren or |

"1adolescents that have not yet progressed to the stage that




therature Rev1ew

‘A broad reV1ew of the llterature prov1ded 51gn1f1cantﬁff@;»
fK.;nformatlon regardlng Chlld abuse and 1ts effects, mental o
lilllness and 1ts causes and a connectlon between the two
There has been a great deal of focus on the 1ssue of
e;ichlld abuse and theorles have been postulated deflnlng thel
.;orlglns, clrcumstances and consequences of abuse ' |
;; Intergeneratlonal patterns have been recognlzed that .‘;j7 ?f
lfperpetuate the occurrence of ch11d abuse (Blgras, et al fh”ﬁ o
‘»1991 Truscott 1992 Ryan,‘1989) The 1nterplay of . -
, ‘blopsychosoc1al varlables has been recognlzed as a precursor fhr
.!ito Chlld abuse (Lew15, 1992) Addltlonally, the short—term
" and long—term effects of chlld abuse have been examlned

exten51ve1y (Strean, 1988 Beltchman, et al., 1988 James &

“Meyerdlng, 1977, Flenauer, 1989 Rew & Sapp, 1989, Brler et
dalg, 1987,ZStream, 1988 Browne & Flnkelhor,,l986),_g;r“r
| partlcularly its- lnfluence on future substance use (Slnger &%
‘Petchers, 1988 Brown & Anderson, 1991) or psycholog1ca1 ’

o qunctlonlng (Klnzl & Blebl 1992 McElroy, 1992)

therature and research also ex15ted about the etlology;f )

‘.of mental 1llness and crlmlnal behav1or Some researchers

asserted that v101ence and mental 1llness are neurologlcal f

‘rf;phenomenon. Jones (1992) contended that v1olence and

psych051s can be llnked to organlc causes, such as braln ’
“a‘damage or dlsease.' Franzek & Beckmann (1992) found that

‘"seasonal exogenlc nox1ous 1nfluences" correlated w1th types



of“schizophrenia,esuggesting a connection between the body
‘of mind and seasons of the year;

Other writings referred to elements or factorev
contributing to human development and»éersonality, in
general, and to severe mental‘illnees, also. EySenck'(1990)
concluded that there was a strong genetic determination of
personality factors in addition to within—family>influences
that accounted for‘psychosis»end/or neuroeis. Willick
(1989) discounted the widely accepted psychoanalytically-
oriented view of psychosis, and asserted that biological
factors also contribute to severe mental illness.
| Finally, other writers asserted that there is a process
of identification with a previous abuser that influences
psychosis and/or criminai behavior. Walker, Downey &
Bergman'(1989) found a significant relationship between
parental psychopathology and’maltreatment on the child’s
behavior, which included aggression, delinquency and social
withdrawal. A "ﬁransmission“ process was identified by
Truscott (1992) in an examination of adolescent males who
experienced parental violence and beha§ed violently
themselves.

A short-coming of this literature was that it did not
focus on committed psYchotie petients. It revealed the
effects that chiidhood abuse has on ego development and
dysfunctional patterns of adﬁlﬁhqod, and defined

. biopsychosodial‘correlatee to future violence, but it did

5



»'not explain that cbnnection for seriously mentaliy ill
| patients who have commiﬁted violeht'crimes.

'ﬁigras; et al. (1991) focused on this population,
presenting a case study of fWo patients, one male and the
other female. The intention‘bf this study was to present an
'exampie of how early childhood ghuse contributed to their
| psychosis, however the findingsfwere not comprehensive and
doﬁld'notjprovide-mo;é §enerélizablé informatibn.‘

Briereﬁand‘Zaidiv(1989) ﬁére.able to link the
occurrence of childhbod'abusé td‘suicidality, substance
abuse, sexual diffiéulties, mu;tiplé psychiatric diagndSes
" and Axis iI traits of disordefsf— especially borderline
~personality. Howéféf this study focﬁéed on the'éhildhood
abuse qf»nonpsychofic female-péﬁients in a psychiatric
emergénéj_room."Female psychiatric inpatient's sexual'and
,physiCal.abuSerhistories\weré_éValuated by Bryér;‘et al.
}(1987) whereiit was indicated 5§buse expefiences were
cofrelated with severity §f'psyéhiatric symptoms". HHQWever,
this was not a forensic population. 'Finally, an
. ;nvestigation of childhodd ébuse énd adult psYchiatric
1iiilness found that half of_the.psyghiatric patients in the
 sample had histories of‘thSiééi and/or sexual abuse

(carmen, et al., 1984).19
. A‘furﬁher search of tﬁe literatufe may have provided
more information about the subject;of child abuse and how it

relates to the foremsic psychiatric hospi£a1 pbpulation,

6



ffhowever, 1t was ev1den5.that there ex1s_sza need to

Hlxascertaln the extent to whlch chlldhood abuse 1s a factor

‘awfcontrlbUtlng to these patlents' mental 1llnesses and

‘,offenses agalnst others s Whlle 1t was not the 1ntent1on of‘fd

7tﬁthe researchers to accompllsh thlS goal ,an examlnatlon ofjfff

:, the llterature 1nd1cated the value of explorlng thlS 1ssue

‘-for thls spec1f1c populatlon.fu?e?““

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS

Purpose of the Studv

The purbose of thls exploratory study was to 1nqu1re
1nto the pOSSlble occurrence and/or type of chlldhood abuse‘j
-»suffered by former Patton State Hospltal patlents, asklfviS"f
assessed by psychlatrlc soc1al workers Although the‘data f'
‘sywas tenuous and prellmlnary; it was the 1ntentlon of the i

»vresearchers to dlscover 1nformatlon that may be generallzed'

kto the entlre 3'year populatlon of former PattonuState
‘Hospltal patlents belng surveyed | ol

: Furthermore, 1ndependent con51deratlons werebglven to

gender, dlagnostlc categorles, reason for commltment etc

'fgias these factors or characterlstlcs are used to categorlze d

: ff;;patlents 1n thls 1npat1ent forenSLc psychlatrlc f;,; L

"1nst1tutlon




Research Questions

Since this study was explorétdry in natufe,,npfcausal
relationship was defined; ’Preliminaryuinformation relétéd
| té the issue of childhoo& abuse‘WAS gaihered; as well_as‘
other demographic/categorical informatibn.

The feSearcﬁ questions ﬁeté:‘

1. "What childhood abuses may have been suffered
by former Patton State Hospital patients?”

2. "To what extent is the occurrence of childhood

abuse assessed by psychiatric social workers,
as indicated by social work documentation?”

Samgliﬁg»_

~ of approximately I,SOOIéfChival case reqords’coVering
'ﬁhe_past 3 years.df‘closed,PSH‘records, 100 case records

were‘examined. - Oof the approximately 1,800 records, only PC
| 1026 and W&I (Welfare and Institutions Code) 5358 commitment
gﬁatuées'wére sampléd. Becéﬁsebof the longef |
hqspitaiigations éssdciated with ﬁheseVCOmmitmehfs;vcase
réCérdSZCOntained mofeinforma#idp'toisﬁrvey,.w&I 5358
patiehts, thosé‘ﬁhobhave been placed onvpe:manent |
cﬁhsérvatoféhip”onﬂthé_basis of grave'disability,‘Were
included,tqVincrease‘#he,size of the sampling pool.

;An-equ51 ﬁumber>of maiévahd female patients (50 male

and:SO female) were drawn from the samplingipool, so that
the represenfaﬁion of,"gender":was bé1an¢ed. ﬁo other
‘distinguishing characteristics»wére considered for the

sampling procedure.



3Samb1ing wasdaceemplished through Stratified simple
random sampllng,ISane thls was representatlve of the
populatlon of former PC 1026 and W&I 5358 PSH patlents of
the past 3. years The names of former male and female PSH
'"patlents were d1v1ded and the names contalned in each genderm'

set were a551gned consecutlve SLngle numbers startlng from

v'»"l"V” In ant1c1pat10n that there were more male patlent case

Arecords in the 3 year populatlon than female patlent case
arecords, the numerlcal range.ut;l;zed'fqrystratlfled simple

~random sampling'foryfheifemale set'was‘smaller;.

Data Collection

Because thlS study was exploratory, a flex1b1e, yet

:hsystematlc 1nstrument was utlllzed |

The‘researchers searched thevrecord,‘specifically

"{seCial_mork doeumentaﬁion;:fer information regarding nhe
Fincidence'of'chiidhood abnse,:type'of abuse.suffered and

;other demographlc/categorlcal 1nformat10n,»1nc1ud1ng the

»gender of the patlents; Ax1s I& II dlagnostlc categories

. and the reason for eommltment. Because the main thrust of

‘this research studyfwas'to”develop a beginning awareness of
childhood abuse among’thistOPulation, other documentation
(ésychiatric-evalnations, psychelogicai eyaluations and
eeurt reports) was eValuated-if social werk’decumentation,

‘did not provide enough pertinentlinformation.



The data collectlon checkllst wasvopen—ended and coded';hh
_after data collectlon was completed (See Appendlx A) - |
} There were several strengths in u51ng thls methoddm;
: ;tPrlmarlly, 1t was a fea51b1e and efflclent way of descrlblnng
ﬁthe characterlstlcs of a large sample The systematlc ”
kcollectlon and categorlzatlon of varylng pleces of |
b'lnformatlon prov1ded ample 1nput for the analy515 phase of.
thls study - : | | . ‘ ; -

, There were also}some weaknesses assoclated w1th thls
:.nethod of data collectlon The most 1mportaut detrlment wasu;
Tthat systematlc lnformatlon gatherlng w1th the blas of B
“lpreselected crlterla gave llttle con51deratlon to 1nd1v1duald
5od1fferences ln deflnlng chlldhood abuse or experlencesj'

:around 1t _f;,?vsﬂﬂ

1 In the case that dlrect 1nformat10n about the kS

"gﬁoccurrence of chlldhood abuse was not avallable 1n the ‘case T

'hgﬁrecord the prlmary data collectlon 1nstrument belng

?ifexample

-futlllzed d1d not prov;de a broad and subJectlve v1ew 'fForfjfl

‘?lnformatlon may have been present 1n the record to'

‘flead someone famlllar w1th chll«jabuse;and itstlonéhtermfg'

“’ﬁffeffects‘torsubjectlvely conclude that abuse d1d or dld not

tzfoccur.f Ut111z1ng thls method of data collectlon alone d1d

"Q;Lnot allow such speculatlon., To neutrallze thls llmltatlon, 24

‘;fffa 115t of symptoms extracted from a thorough search of the .f5w

vg,llterature on the long-term effects of chlldhood abuse was




i &ig{l

Hha;‘utiliZedftofdefineﬂaipatientfas:symptomaﬁi¢f(SQéuAbéeﬁaix“ﬁ'fv~

Thls llst of symptoms was developed by creatlnc a_}ﬁhtf"‘
h matrlx of "symptoms"'and the Journal art1cles 1n whlch they
'Iwere presented If three or more of the Journal artlcles’
]'agreed on an adult symptom of chlldhood abuse, 1t was’ll'
hllncluded on the 115t If a; patlent s record revealed that
“'he/she suffered from 8 of the 15 symptoms,rthe patlent was;uh‘
‘ltlabelled "symptomatlc" Although three or more of the 15
1-research/11terature observatlons deflned these symptoms, the:m

researchers chose to be conservatlve in the1r estlmatlon

;ha;that the former. patlents were "symptomatlc" of chlldhood

‘ abuse, thus requlrlng the fulflllment of 50% (8 or more) orth'
‘ hhmore of these symptoms for the cla551f1catlon of -
'h"symptomatlc"" Thls characterlstlc was 1ncluded as a value
i of the “chlld abuse"'varlable
o It was understood by ‘the researchers that the 1ssue of
‘chlldhood abuse is sen51t1ve and compllcated and that a
7clear 1nd1catlon of the occurrence of chlldhood abuse in the
h early 11ves of the former patlents was dlfflcult to. .
;ascertaln fromia survey of the case records ‘ Becauserof e
h-thls obscurlty,#the data belng collected was llmlted in 1ts'
yp_strength to support a hypothe51s of whether or not chlldhood‘
abuse had occurred A more thorough 1nvestlgatlon of thls |
‘ lssue would requlre dlscu551ons w1th admlnlstrators,y“

”‘~ac11n1c1ans, patlents and patlents' famllles However, this‘




. research endeavor was limited by time constraints and a

requirement that archival data be utilized.

Procedure
This research'study utilized a‘"Survey" design. A
traditioﬁal survey design utilizes questionnaires or
interview questions and survey respbndents; To fit the
purposes of this research‘eﬁdéavor, the checklist previously
described was employed.for fhe pﬁrposes of "surveying"
specified sections of the archival case records.

. Two researchers whb are MSW Graduate students attending
California State University at San Bernardino and employed
as Graduate Student Assistants at Patton State Hospital,
gathered the data from archival case records over é 10 week
period of time, utilizingvthé data collection instruments

previously described.

Protection of Human Subijects

Thé researchérs gathered data from archival case
’recordé-which remained on Patton Stéte Hospital property.
Collectéd data was numbered,«but_did not contain any names
and hospital numbers of former‘ﬁSH patients or staff
members. A méster list with the corresponding numbers
‘'remained on PSH's property and was destroyed at the end of

the data collection procedures.

12



Additionally, the researchers agreed not to publish or
attempt to publish the findings,of this*research study, as

the‘flhdings would likely be obsoureland dnreliable.

_REsﬁLTsl.
During:the-analYSistphaée’of this reSearch{study, a
'Qﬁantitative‘approach,was utillZed.. As previously
mentioned, data collection coasisted of utillzihg an open-—
ended checklist of demographic ahd:characterological items
to survey eaoh'caSe'record chosen,fof the sample. After
data'oollection; the researchefsbnumerically coded each item
- under the varylng demographlc/characterlst1c categorles for
analysis. Analysis con51sted of an examlnatlon of |
frequenc1es among each of the varlables Thls prov1ded a.

quantitative 1llustratlon of the sample belng explored

Describtion.of Sample-Population

The average age of patlents in the sample was 39 years
old with a range between 25 64 years old. Table 1
illustrates the demographlc representation of the population

under study.

13



Table 1

‘Subject Demographics

(N=100)
Age |
Range Percentage Number
25-35 yrs.  35% : (35)
36—-45 yrs. 42% ‘ (42)
46-55 yrs. 16% (16)
56-65 yrs. 5% (5)
N=100 '
2 missing cases

Gender

Percentage Number
Male 50% (50)
Female = 50% (50)

N=100

Ethnicity

Percentage Number
Caucasian 47% (47)
Af.-American 28% (28)
Hispanic 18% (18)
Asian 2% (2)
Pac. Islander 1% (1)
Other 4% (4)

N=100

Sevehty percent (70 of 100) of the sample were
hospitalized under the PC 1026 commitment (guilty, but not
guilty‘by reason of insanity). The remaining 30% were
conservatees committed under W & i 5358 (gravely disabled).

14



DSM III-R Axis I

Schizophrenia was the diaganis most represeﬁtéd a£ 46%
(46 of 100). Seventy—eight_perceﬁt (36 of 46) of these were
the "paranoid type" and 22% (10 of 46) wefe the |
“ﬁndifferentiated type". Thifteen percent of the sample
éopulation was diagnosed Schizoaffective. Tablelé,presents
frequencies of the other Axis I diagnoses represented in the
_sample. ‘

Table 2

Other Axis I Diaqnoses

Disorder , Percentage Number

(2)
(1)
(7)
(4)
(5)
(7)
(1)
(5)

Delusional (Paranoid) Disorder
Brief Reactive Psychosis
Psychotic Disorder NOS
Bipolar Disorder, Mixed
Bipolar Disorder, Manic
Major Depression
Impulse Control Disorder
" Other : o
. N=100

U~ N

o\% o\° o\ o\ o\° o\® o\ o\°

Where substance‘abqse was assessed apart froﬁ an Axis I
diagnosis, it was found that é% (8 of 100) used alcohol, 25%
(25 of 100) used druQs and 38% (38 of 100) used both. The
other 29% (29 of 100) were annown. Wheﬁ‘substanCe abuse
was part of the diagﬁoses,'theSe numbers differed. Fifty-
six percent (56 of 100) were not diagnosed with a
‘psychoactive substance use disorder. Of those who were, 9%
(4 of 44) were diagnosed with "Alcohol Abuse" and/or

"Dependence”, 52% (27 of 44) with "Drug Intoxication",
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"Abuse" and/or "Dependence", and 39% (17 of 44) with

"Polysubstance Abuse."

DSM III-R Axis IT

The majority of,fﬁrmer,patients (56% or 56 of 100) were
#ot diagnosed with an Axis iI:personality disorder.  of
those assessed with an Axis II>diégnosis, 13% (13 of 100)
were diagnosed with "Antisocial’Personality Disorder, of
which the majority wéfe male (92% or 12 of 13). Fifty—foﬁr
percent (7 of»13) of all those diagnosed with "Antisociai‘
Persohality-Disordefﬁ,wéfe African—American. Ten percent
(10 of 100) of the sample'population were diagnosed with
"Borderline Personality Disofdér, of which"the.majority‘were
female (70% or 7’ofr10). Fifty percent (5 of 10) of all
those diagnosed with'"Borderline Personaiity Disordérf were

Caucasian.

Crime and‘Victim
The reasons for commitment‘to Pattén State Hospital
"were varied (See Table 3). Only 1 former patient in ﬁhe
éamplé was committed to Patton State Hospital for being

primarily "gravely disabled.*
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 Téh1e 3

Crimes Leadind'fo‘Hospital Commitment

Crime : Percentage Number
- Murder (1st or 2nd Degree) '18% (18)
Attempted Murder -‘ 12% - (12)
Assault with other Crime 8% (8)
Assault with a Deadly Weapon 19% (19)
Rape , ‘ . 4% (4)
. Child Molestation 1% (1)
Other Sex Crime 1% (1)
Arson 9% (9)
Robbery 4% (4)
Burglary 6% (6)
Kidnapping 2% (2)
Property Destruction 4% (4)
Other 11% (11)

N=99

In 13% (13 of 100) of the cases there were no‘victims
of the patients’ crimes. Where thefe were victims of thése
former patient’s crimes, they were more often strangers (56%
or 41 of 85). Of the 50 males in this study, 54% (27 of 50)
committed crimes against stréngers. The higheét numbers of
crimes committed by females wefe against strangers and their
own children. Béth "strangers" and the former female
patients’ "children" were evenly represented at 14% each (7
of 50 each). In this sample, only females committed crimes
against their own children. Other victims of these former

patients’ crimes are listed in Table 4.
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‘Table 4

Other Victims of Former Patients’ Crimes

Victim _ Percentage - Number
Significant Othe 16% (14)
Parent : . 6% (5)
Sibling 3% (3)
Other Family Member 7% (6)
Self ' 2% (2)

- N=85 |

2 missing cases

Physical, Sekuélnand EmotibhalkAbuse of the Former.Patients
| -0f the entifé sampie;.33%:(33 of 100) were:assessed by
" a cliniéal-staff member.to'have beeﬁ abused,vand 67% (67 of
100) were not assessed as haViﬁg been abused. Of these 67,
42%‘(28) displayed 8 or moféfsyhptoms, which had:been'
Qperationally defined in this research as»symptoﬁafic‘bf
poésible'childhood abusé’(SeebAppendix B). The number of
symptoms found in all of the case recordsbranged'from 3 - 10
for each former patient; the‘évefage beihg 6 out of 15
symptoms. o

Table 5 shows theltyées 6f childhood abuse suffered by

former patients as assessed by clinical staff members.
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;Table's

‘TYpes;of-éhildhood'Abuseesuffered by Former Patients

Type of Abuse - . Percentage Number
Physical Abuse ~ , 27% : (9)
~Sexual Abuse S 27% (9)
~ Both - ' 15% (3)
_Severe Emotlonal , S 33% - (10)
| N=33 » .

1 missing case

Eighty—eight percent (29 of;33) of the known abuse was
“perpetrated by a family member. Other abuse was perpetrated

by a friend (1 of 33), or akstrangerv(B'of 33).

Sources of Abuse Informatlon

In 67% (67 of 100) of the cases, 1nformatlon regarding
abuse was not found in the patlent s charts 0of the 33
charts in which abuse had been recognlzed the majorlty (66°
orv22 of 33) of the assessmentrdocumentatlon was prov1ded by
thetSociaIIWOrk staff;iuInﬁotuer cases where abuse was
documented, 27%‘(9;o£‘33)to£ abuse informatiOn.was'asseSSed
by psychiatrists/psychologists,‘and 6% (2 of_33) by nursing
istaff ~In 58§d(19 of 33) of the‘cases‘uhere abuse was
.assessed in the former patlent s charts, there were multiple

(2 or more) sources of documented abuse.

Sources'ofﬁSvmotom Information
In 74% (74 of 100) of the,caSes;-informatioukregarding
adult symptoms of past childhOOd abuse was‘reported in
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'“social1workxdocumentation".Twehty-percentt(zo of 100)1of R

”T‘the symptom 1nformatlon was reported in psychlatrlc or

.psychologlcal documentatlon, and the remalnlng 6° (6 of 100)_-ﬂ

was reported in nur51ng documentatlon ' In 79% (79 of 100)
‘,of the cases where symptom 1nformatlon was reported there

5were multlple (2 or more) ‘'sources of reported symptomology

._niscussxon’
~ Demographics
benographic inforﬁationduas gathered for descriptive,
:purposes and the results were not surprlslng to the
researchers, although it appeared that Afrlcan—AmerlcanS'g
were over—represented in the sample populatlon Many factors
may have 1nfluenced thls over-representatlon and 1mply a

needhfor further research;

Mental Illness, Substance’Abuse and Criminal‘Activitv -

"Parano;d Schlzophrenlz" ‘was the most represented
‘ diagn051s is the sample. ThlS flndlng was not surprising,

1~given that this illness may lead.to violent acts,

',partlcularly if thls dlsorder lS severe and unmanaged

_ Less than half of the sample were dlagnosed w1th a:
‘psjchoactlve substance abuse‘problem - The majority of these
had dlfflcultles with drug 1ntox1catlon, abuse or.
dependence‘ An lnterestlng flndlng regardlng substance abuse

_was that although the maJorlty of former patlents were found
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.7jto have abused psychoactlve substances, less than half of

‘iﬂthe sample were dlagnosed w1th substance abuse problems on fw

. Ax1s I Thls may be related to a dlagnost1c1an s assessment

”eof whether or not a patlents mental 1llness 51gn1f1cantly

‘ﬁlﬁlnfluences, or 1s lnfluenced by, substance'abuseivihe.need'_t

fpfor further research 1n thlS area. lS lmplled
The flndlng that the maJorlty of former patlents were o

',-not dlagnosed w1th an . Ax1s 1I personallty dlsorder may be

s related to the foren51c hospltal s treatment focus on Axls I

’5dlsorders : Although the numbers of former patlentsv:v

vldlagnosed w1th Axls II dlsorders were small in thls sample,-'

J:the results 1mp11ed that there may be a relatlonshlp betweenm,;} }j

"belng Afrlcan—Amerlcan and rece1v1ng the dlagn051s of

?V"antlsoc1al personallty dlsorder"” Half of those dlagnosed

'~f§w1th "borderllne personallty dlsorder" were Cauca51an A ffv‘

ffneed for a comparatlve study between ethnlclty and Ax15 II-p

”Tqrﬁdlagnoses lS 1mp11ed

Patton State Hospltal is con51dered by some to be a
va;"last stop"lfor many v1olent mentally 111 people, thus lff -
dils not surprlslng that the prlmary reasons for PC 1026 |

tfland/or W&C 5358 commltments were murder, attempted murder,a.

-~ and assault w1th a deadly weapon A compelllng flndlng was;

_ffthat some females in thls sample commltted crlmes agalnst
,ﬁ_thelr own chlldren whlle males 1n thls sample d1d not This‘
'valmplles a need to flnd out more about thls populatlon of

rllmentally 111 offenders ‘mih
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Abuse and Svmptoms'

Over one—third of the sample was found to be abused
:Although~1t was not~the 1ntent of the researchers.to
generalize this findlng to any other population but the
| sample population under study It was 1nterest1ng that this
number dld not concur w1th a study by Carmen, et al. (1984),
i,where one—half of a sample of 1npat1ent adult psychiatric |
hospital patients was found to have been abused. The method
of analy21ng patient 'S records in Carmen, et al 'S study
"(1984) was more 1n—depth and utilized a standardized coding
1nstrument This may ‘account for the . higher number of people
“identified as being abusedg A more sensitive measure may
have been appropriateifor_this researchsstudy; where more
'information was gatheredyand‘included the input and feedback
of patients;‘staff members1and family members. '

Because of the.nature:of a forensic‘setting suchras‘
PSH, clinician’s‘interestslmay be more focused on the
patient's crime and appropriateness for,dischargepinto the
community, This is based on an assessment of the patient;svj
‘vﬁdangerousness to self or'otherst, thus‘less time is devoted:
to an in;depth considerationrof early life‘ekperiences,
‘particularly Chlld abuse | B

| A comprehen51ve literature rev1en prov1ded a list of .
commonly held symptoms of childhood ahuse Ut111z1ng this’
‘list it was found‘that close to one—thlrd’of the sample

population displayed symptoms.of childhood abuse Although -

22



the instrument utilized by the researchers was not
staﬁdardized, it was developédvbased on thé ihput of ovér‘15
current journal arﬁicles on this subject. Based 6n these
prévibus findings, it could be postulated that because the
mental illnesseé énd‘the:manifestations of them (crime,
violence,vetc.) in the PSH sample population were so severe,
the likelihood that it could have been the result of
childhood abuse increases (McElroy, 1992,»Kinzl & Biebl,
1992, Truscott, 1992, Briere & Zaidi, 1989, Walker, Downey,
& Bergman, 1989, Bryer, et al., 1987, and Carmen, et al.,
1984) . However, the exploratory nature of this research
endeavor cannot confirm such an assumption and only implies
that further research is necessary.

The types of abuse suffered by those who were assessed
as having been abused weré evenly distributed among three
major types: physical, sexual and severe emotional, with a
small percentage having suffered both physical and sexual
abuse. It is difficult to conclude whether or not this
information can be generalized to the entire population.
However,.it may provide clues for a more comprehensive study
of types of childhood abuse and their}rélationship to
particular disorders or criminal manifestations. The
e#ploratory natdre of this study, the sizé-of the sample
population and the subsequent frequency of those that were
abused didn’t provide a large enough pool»to adequately

engage in this comparison.
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Source of Information

- In cases where childhood abuse information was found,
social,wotk documentation contained thetmajotity’of this
information. This was not a surprising:finaing. Because of
the nature of documentation that must be completed by sociai
‘workers, it's assumed that they wouldvte‘more cognizant of
the developmental and early.historyhofaoatients. However,v
only onefthird‘of the former»patients'were‘found to have
been abused‘in childhood.' It is possible that the styles of
completing social wofk documoﬁtotioo and the particular
focus of the social worker seemed to impéot whether or not
’childhood abuse was assesséd. Fot example, ﬁuch of thé
documentation focused on thé "here and,now" and substéntialr
search into a patient’s backgtound was-lacking. This may be
influenced by the time-constraints of the oociél worker, the
degree to which a oatient is suffering from psychotic
symptomé,.or thé lack of trust and rapport that is needed to
discuss such sensitifeviSSuest Novortheless,‘the quality and
depth of social work documentation may be a topic:fof future
research. |

Régardingthe documentation of symptomtinformation, it
was not surprising that thetmajority of thisiwas done by
social workers} This information was also‘doplicéted in
other sources more often than abusé information. Because of
the treatment and symptom ﬁanagement focus of PSH, it's

assumed that clinicians and other staff would be vigilant in
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‘yobservlng and chartlng behav1ors‘that are manlfestatlons of
: the 1llnesses_they are attemptlng to treat Because the role
tfof the soc1alaworker is to consolldate the oplnlons of

-varlous stafflmembers and present the patlent as agwhole‘b
person,l1t 1s not‘surprisinghthathsocial.Work documentation‘“

'"would;contain most of thiS»information.’

CONCLUSIONS
An exploratory and descrlptlve attempt to study thls:
populatlon has. prov1ded more questlons-and areas to con51der'y'
in the evaluatlon of chlldhood abuse effects on these |
‘ patlents It has also ralsed concerns about the ablllty of
5 psychlatrlc soc1al workers to thoroughly assess 1ts

. occurrence .

»Implicationslfor Assessment

"‘ Patton_State“Hospitaljlsya forensic institution;.whose.l
primary~commitmentyis to the safety of’the community.,Based
on‘thisyobligation,ithekconcentration of‘assessmentnefforts;
‘b will.be‘almedbat‘thekseverity of‘mental,illness, violent
behavior'and Support syStems‘to combat their‘influence,”
-Although psychlatrlc soc1al workers also hold thls
_obllgatlon, 1t has been thelr venue to focus on early llfe
hlstory and developmental crisis. The extent to whlch they
do thls may be 1nfluenced by styles of communlcatlng with a

‘~pat1ent, personal blases-regardlng the etlology of mental
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1llness and v1olence,'or practlcal matters such as tlme—v

@,constralnts

The psychlatrlc soc1al workers at Patton State Hospltal o

.j'have gathered 1nformatlon about those factors that 1nfluence

f*the llfe c1rcumstances of the former patlents under study

"Q,However, to assess the extent to whlch chlldhood abuse

' colors the future adaptatlon or mental 111ness of theif:

”,-patlent more exten51ve lnformatlon must be gathered Thls e

vmust occur over the llfe of the relatlonshlp w1th the S
vpatlent taklng 1nto account the patlent s coplng abllltles :

'and ablllty to communlcate about such sen51t1ve 1ssues

Impllcatlons for Treatment

>‘ The process of assessment and treatment is 1ntertw1ned
"for)the psychlatrlc soc1al worker and other c11n1c1ans‘
iengaglng in psychotherapy w1th a patlent Because of theh
_varled effects that ear11er chlldhood abuse has on
jg;ndlv;duals, 1t would be dlfflcult to establlsh spec1allzedf°
vcriteria°for worklng w1th thlS populatlon (adult surv1vors’
‘*of chlldhood abuse), partlcularly 1f they suffer from a .”
:hsevere mental 1llness and-have commltted avcrlmlnal act;

SUTherefore, 1t lS lmperatlve for the psychlatrlc soclal

',;;worker to con51der the 1nd1v1dual c1rcumstances and

'reactlons to llfe experlences that each of thelr patlents
‘have faced It 1s also 1mportant to con51der the p0551b111ty

;~that these patlents have suffered a great deal throughout “.
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their lives and mayfhavefat'one timevbeenfvictimizedf"

:lthemselves}\

Impllcatlons for Research

As prev1ously mentloned thls research endeavor ralsed
pquestlons about the dlagnoses of Ax1s II personallty
dlsorders in relatlon to ethn1c1ty and also the dlscrepancy;”
between the number of substance abusers and the DSM III—R
diagnosls~of psychoactlvevsubstance ‘abuse. Bothjof these nf
areas could benefit from further‘exploration; kS

‘In regard to the occurrence of childhood abuse ‘among
thls populatlon of foren51c patlents, it would be benef1c1a1
to engage in a more comprehen51ve inquiry. Thls may 1nclude )
a case by case, qualltatlve research endeavor where the
relevance of links between chlldhood abuse and adult
-psychopathology could be establlshed If this link could be'
"suggested for thls populatlon, more broad—based and
emplrlcally grounded procedures could take place that could
be - generallzed to 51m11ar populatlons

In regard_to the'documentatlon of abuse or symptom
information by pSYchiatrlc social workers, future‘researchn
could focus on the depth and quality of this documentatlonj
~It would be 1mportant to determlne to what extent thlS
~‘vdocumentatlon reflects-change in ‘the patlent and thelr

urelatlonshlp with staff the acqulsltlon of more knowledge

about the patlent s earller 11fe, ‘and the partlcular focus



and depth utilized by the psychiatric social worker in
~completing the documentation. This would assist in making a
determination of whether or not theéé pétient's have
suffered from earlier childhood aBuse, the extent and type
of this abuse, and the impact that it has on their currentv
life circumstances (including their mental illness and

violent behavior).
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 APPENDIX A

= ﬁafafCéllectioﬁfiﬁstrumeﬁtf‘1

“Identification # o

Gender: 1) Male
T T R 2) Female .
~Ethnicity: ~ . 1) White
.o 2)y Black R
3) Hispanic -
4) Asian -
' '5) Pacific Isl .
‘ 6) Other: + . .0
Agegaf“Admittahce’ l
v»Discharge.;
Substanéé Abuse: -1) Alcohol
T ' '2) Drugs
3) Both. .

4) Unknown

‘Legal Status: 1) PC 1026
‘ . 2) W&C 5358

Reason for Commitmentﬁ'

Victim of Qommitmenﬁ,offeﬁse:

Primary Axis I Diagnosis:

Primary Axis II Diagnosis:

 Primary Axis III Diagnosis:
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Cchild Abuse : 1) Yes
- ~2) Unknown
3)'Symptomatic

Type of Abuse : 1) Physical
2) Sexual
3) Both .
4) Unknown

Identity of Abuser: 1) Family
2) Friend
3) Stranger
4) Unknown

Source of Information (regarding childhood abuse or
symptoms) : ' ‘ ‘
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APPENDIX B

_X_ptomoloqv Checkllst

| Self-mutilation

Suicidal ;'_Ej
:Substahce'Abﬁsef‘e eff

‘Borderllne Personallty
anﬁEatlng Dlsorders ‘
'{.?Qorvlmpulse:COntgbl.f"-
s:Lew:Seif;es#eemf\
? 1501a£iqae ‘v |
Sexual Dysfunction
.f Dlssoc1atlonef'>
Jnglghtmares
i,iDepre551opj'gsl
lAnXietf:‘]’
Enggressiea"

: Total Number ofasymptbmgaf -

f;**These symptoms were extracted from. a search of chlld abuse vﬂf
"literature and its long-term effects. Out of 15 journal =~

'ﬁh*artlcles, if three or more stated a partlcular symptom to be.

"7f€a:fllst

~the resu;t of chlldhood abuse,‘lt was, 1nc1uded on the above '
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