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' ABSTRACT

ThlS is the 1n1t1al phase of an ong01ng
ehconstruct1v1st 1nqu1ry exam1n1ng the soc1al anc
dreducatlonal needs of homeless chlldren w1th1n thef~f;5‘"

'1Coachella Valley.; It has as 1ts goal a better gf“”~~

”»;_understandlng of cond1t1ons faced by homeless chlldren so

“fthat serv1ces mlght be strengthened in order to lessen or
; forestall future negatlve consequences. |

In pursulng th1s goal, stakeholders representlng g

t“ffvarylng perspectlves regardlng the needs of homeless T

"uchlldren Were 1nterv1ewed and through the use. of contentv

:\hanalys1s a consensuslwas reached.; Th1s consensus Was 1n

M} agreement w1th ex1st1ng 11terature and held that much as-"
'1n other areas of the country chlldren Wlthln the iR

:P

; Coachella Valley experlence soc1a1 and educat1onal

CL 1ncons1stenc1es.x It also found that efforts were under

nlway to reduce these 1ncon81stenc1es, but that much |
Jremalned to be done. VA second phase of thlS 1nqu1ry wlll
further explore the needs of homeless chlldren as well asr
hprov1de an agenda for negotlating a strategy almed at

rmeetlng those needs.‘tﬁ‘
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L INTRODUCTION

Focu,)ontnqu1ry

In~1958 only 3%ﬁof the homeless populatlon w1th1n 3d°

J“Tthe Unlted States was female, In 1991 women and chlldrenj

‘,lcomprlsed between one thlrd,and two flfthS of all
aﬁijhomeless 1nd1v1duals (Johnson, 1991, p.-22) Today,,"*

d"however, accordlng to the U. S Conference of Mayor s

: ,rTask Force on Hunger and Homelessness fam111es now r1val ffj

"fs1ngle men 1n percentages of the homeless populatlon w1th§?m
ﬁeach group representlng about 43% of the urban homeless |
Ef”(Shooren,'1993, December 22). Consequently, among the R
”;contemporary homeless, school aged ch1ldren are the:"
;Efastest grow1ng segment w1th est1mates by the
»U. S Department of Educat1on p1ac1ng the1r numbers at
i220 000 1n 1989 (Molnar, Rath,& Kleln, 1990 erght, y
1989) Lo L e A . ‘ .
Among school aged homeless ch1ldren many attend
“classes at a much lower rate than do ch1ldren in the
_,system as a whole.(»In,research«examlnlng the-rates of
lattendance for homeless ch1ldren, a New York study looked
tat 6 433 homeless students, and found that not only d1d
homeless chlldren have hlgher rates of non attendance,
but that attendance rates dramatlcally decreased as grade
(level 1ncreased (Molnar, Rath & Kleln, 1990)
,yAdd1t10nally, th1s sporadlc attendance was related to‘

E






‘resultlng 1n:

‘ffffRescorla, Parker & Stol’ey} 1991~ Wh1tman et al., 1990). o
o Many of these def1c1ts are the result os_not only

. ,the tran51ent nature of homelessness, but also as a.

5'.result of condltlons w1th1n she”ters themselves.,n'ﬂ

_5Research examlnlng condltions¢W1th1n homeless shelters

B //vm

~ghas revealed that c aos_commonly found 1n shelters

"7fcoupled w1th a 1ack of privacy, frequently makes 1t

'tdlfflcult for parents to disc1pl1ne chlldren, dlfflcult

o for chlldren to prepare for school and to complete‘,a_ i
;fhomework as Well as d1ff1cult for fam111es to 1nteract 1n .;:;vn

3:,;healthY Ways (Goodman, Saxe & Harvey, 1991 Johnson &

v;ijreuger,_1989 Rescorla, Parker & Stolley, 1991) Ey"”

iwhS1m11arly,iparental separat1on whlch 1s common to ,i_‘”

'Qhomeless chlldren has been shown to 1ncrease the

:sllkellhood“of 1ater homelessness,’mental 1llness,

tﬁggcr1m1nal 1nvolvement as well as add1ct1ve

,}behav1ors (Goodman, Saxe & Harvey, 1991, FlsCherl&ﬁ;&;{fsw

A

’HlfBreakey, 1991' Shlnn, Knlckman & Weltzman, 1991) _ And‘ffiﬁf’“

‘:fffflnally, homeless ch1ldren, because of the trans1ent

'~vanature of homelessness, suffer from frequent 111nesses_f7jj

*,Idue to poor nu r1t10n and incons1stent medlcal care

‘f{hM(Burg, 1994 Whltman,.Accardo & Sprankel, 1992, p. 1211#v

"ﬁfBassuk, 1992, p. 259)




;‘{f In summary, homelessness 1s a grow1ng problem for

S kN

fﬁfthe Unlted States w1th more and more fam111es be1ng drawn_f

(‘1nto 1ts ran;v'"

vFurthermore,'many of the condlt1ons‘i"

’faced by homeless chlldren nat10nw1de result 1n negat1ve>e]1ﬁiv_

N S
. educatlonal and soc1al outcomeswj Much as 1n other areas.‘

’z;lfof the country, the Coachella Valley 1s belng effected by’_iy
'“grow1ng numbers of homeless famllles and llttle has been

reported regardlng the cond1t1ons faced by chlldren

e

.hw1th1n these fam111es.* Therefore, the env1ronment

“'experlenced by homeless ch1ldren W1th1n the Coachella

17;Valley is to be the focus of thlS 1nqu1ry.p

3N Statement of Purpose

The Coachella Valley 1s_compr1sed of several desert

Aresort 01t1es located 1n the southern t1p of Callfornla.

‘Itahas an average populat1on of approx1mately/253-853

people Wlth ‘an economlc base‘dependent on agrlculture and‘~1

ftourlsm.‘ Income levels W1th1n the valley vary from the

'extreme poverty of m1grant farm Workers to those Whose

economlc status exceeds the hlghest natlonal level.e'Its"”

“*ethn1c1ty make up 1s as follows~ ‘White 71.9%, Black“

[N
LY

r2 7%, H1span1c 25 4% and Other 25 4%.) Although once auu
‘iretlrement commun1ty, 1n the last decade the valley has -
m‘experlenced a demographlc shlft resultlng 1n the growth

.of famllles. Wlth th1s shlft, coupled w1th economlc hard S

o tlmes, has come a growth 1n homelessness. .

Although exact flgures are 1llu51ve, the homeless

i it 4



ljfpopulatlon W1th1n the Coachella Valley appears to be on’d

:;_one shelter report1ng

FT”QJanuary 30) Furthermore, serv1ces do not appear"to be‘f;

ffthe rlse._ Est1mates of?)

g}shelter space when compared to 1992;(M111er,

,fw1thin the valley d ri

,110% 1ncrease 1n demand for;

:ffkeeplng pace Wlth thlS growth and may, in fact, resembleafVa

”fserv1ces found 1n other commun1tes Wthh have typlcally fdfl,‘
;been 1ncon31stent and 1nadequate and have often resultedy}g:‘
tfln many negatlve outcomes for homeless chlldren.; As '
.osoc1al Workers 1n Coachella Valley agenc1es such’as"

'7_schools,‘ch11d protectlve agenc1es, Juvenlle halls,j{ff‘

“‘,homeless shelters, mental health agenc1es, and famlly

1»1;51mpact.;

yhomeless children Wlth1n>the Coachella Valley.vﬁ

f‘serv1ce organlzatlons we w1ll,,not only, ‘be heav1ly

t;ffmimpacted by chlldren sufferlng from the above delays and7

"}giipoor soc1allzat10n, but We w1ll also be 1n a p081t10n to.

'1yf;create programs that w1ll 1essen or even e11m1nate thelrf_

'"‘f(f It 1s, therefore, the purpose of thlS research to

wy

J:explore the educational as. well as soc1al needs of

"hoped that through a greater understand1ng oflthe needs

‘ﬂof these chlldren, ex1st1ng Serv1ces may be strengthened,
',gfor new. serv1ces developed, Wthh may forestall, or even

',a3e11m1nate, future negative consequencesrvzzv""




Researchfparad1gm

i”o?be homeless is to be ?Trﬂ”' -

s In many ways

li.ahlnvis1b1e, as mov1ng 1n and out of shelter, soup kltchen :5TQ;

""ffand motel room leaves 1nd1v duals w1th no real connectlon:>g'

.gf'to soc1ety as a whole.f{wurthermore,.serv1ces to the

”?ffthat 1nd1v1dua1?

lAnd flnally, 1nd1v1dua1s‘are frequen;_ybhomeless 1n an
m1nterm1ttent fash1on as they obtaln temporary hou31ng orimh,flﬁ
%iy”part tlme employment (Wh1tman et al.,‘1990 erght,.

"1989)
ymﬁonsequently, the 1nterm1ttent and illu31ve nature Jy;s},["
5 W

‘l‘f‘of homelessness makes 1t d1ff1cu1t to study,*?,?<“5

Ewserv1ces to homeless populatlons areJ
"htyplcally 1nadequate and 1n need of 1mprovement

-hvresearch paradlgm that not only ex1sts to study a

:;:partlcular problem, but also to produce a means of

equlred{avTherefore, what has i

Efﬁémelessness,*by 1tssvery def1nit1on, is an. 111u51ve T T


http:crisis.Aj

"jﬁexperlenc1ng 1t.¥

V_funderstand,ng,‘as We115§7f77&

Contrary to‘tradltlonal approaches, the,f'sf*f

:tficonstructlvist parad1gm does not seek to prove or

J?[dresearchers,

In reachlng a consensus, succe531ve phases of

E research are conducted"hlch cons1st of rounds of

“‘]gStakeholder 1nterv1ews W1th each round further reflnlng

",.prev1ous constructlons.‘ Stakeholders are those agenc1es

':Q or 1nd1v1duals who have a stake 1n the area of 1nterest

L belng studled.; In conductlng the present study, only theu

'"<_1n1t1a1 phase of the construct1v1st paradlgm Was '

: Eri1994 95 academlc year;

kdr‘addressed whlch 1nc1uded ar31ng1e'round df 1nterv1ews.,pAa"

'fsecond phase of thlSvSt:dy} to be conductedcdurlng the e S

Wlll 1nc1udera,fecond round of

1nterv1ews as Well as a negotlatlon offblnal

:constructlons a1med at the resolutlon of any 1dent1f1ed

d-fproblems." Connsequently,'only general questlons,'

f,;explorlng maJor themes, were focused on durlng thlS e

"31n1t1a1 phase and are therefore, 1nc1uded 1n the




following aiscussion.
R bi:nParfic1pants”
Inlselectlng partlcipants for th1s‘study”

*;opportunlstlc sampllng was ut111zed 1n a purp051vehx”

_;-manner.q Purpos1ve opportunlstlc sampllng ex1sts when

d'flipart1c1pants are chosen for the1r purpose served W1th1n

thhe anea of research and when the researcher 1s free to

ajftake advantage of sampllng opportun1t1es as they arlse.f‘cc

'"ffIn 'so d01ng, a herme'eutlc dlalectlc c1rc1e was formed

“?thlch represented sta eholders 1n the dellvery of

"fserv1ces to homeless ch11dren w1th1n the Coachella

‘f-;fValley., A hermeneutic d1a1ect1c c1rc1e 1s a group of

"'stakeholders representlng“

'ffresearch problem,» It is termed hermeneutic b“cause of

?cﬁlts 1nterpret1ve characterwand 1s cons1dered to be‘

- vi}ﬁdlalectlc because 1t seeks a synthe51s of d1vergent v1ewsri'

held by partlcwants- i

In propos1ng thls study a pre11m1nary hermeneutlc

‘”#iwdlalectlc c1rcle 1ncluded ten part1c1pant groups.jf3f

”»}fPart1c1pants in th1s prellmlnary c1rc1e are 1‘sted 1n

arlous orlentatlons to a:ﬁf:rgbgh],rt



lalectic Circle

" sDepartmentfof>Socia

J"fServ1ces

fﬁCoachel_ah,h;lht"l'x'

:Desert Area Hospltalsfr ‘,ernlfled School 1H;

Coachella Valley

’*ﬁgD1str1ct ﬁﬁTﬁ?rf

:1ﬁHeadstart Programs :Rlvers1de Countyexifi
’ﬁResearch theratu e

~ Services -

ifIt was also 1n1t1ally proposed that 1nd1v1duali‘”\

”*part1c1pants would be nomlnated at the end of each

-succe551ve 1nterv1ew, and twatfln llght ‘of" thl

"Vﬂemerge,

whlch Would

rfﬁwas determ1ned by bothfthelr avallablllty to. the |

: researcher as well asftheir ablllty to prov1de new

.”hinformat1on to the ongoing naly is “aInltlallY, it waSg;MTTf’”lk




"ﬁ*their ab111ty

iproposed that stakeholders would also be nomlnated for

‘y;Pr0V1de‘dlverse perspectlves through a

1;;*process known as max1mum var1at10n sampllng.v However, at

vithe close of the 1n1t1a1 phase of th1s 1nqu1ry EVL;ﬂff7“"

'*ys1gn1f1cant1y dlvergent oplnlons have not yet emerged;"'

\~‘7Flgure 2

Flnal Hermeneutlc Dlalectlc Clrcle

 Homeless Shelters =

”ResearChfLiteraturefy.nfr‘,»" School DiStrictsc° i

ﬁvHomeleSS.Families,f_],. f~;wPublic Health'Departmentiytx

 Researcher's Own Construction

Other 1nf1uences contrlbutlng to the alteratlon ofe

”~gthe or1g1na1 hermeneutlc dialectlc c1rc1e cons1sted of

fellmlnatlng those agenc1es that felt they had no
"s1gn1f1cant contact Wlth the homeless as well as, those‘
:ragenc1es reluctant to part1c1pate.» Consequently, eih
.Coachella Valley counse11ng centers and headstart

' ‘programs were - e11m1nated from the or1g1na1 c1rcle as: well
"as R1vers1de County Department of Soc1al Serv1ces,»"
R1ver31de County‘Chlld‘Protectlve Serv1ces'and“


http:conta.ct

all of the agenc:.esl"'

been contacted.'

to rﬁad and 51gn-an

f,gall'part1c1pants were made a_‘re of thelr rlght to

,g ffd1scont1nue part1c1pation ab'any t1me durlng the study.'fj“



| tInstrumentation"

3 e;construct1v1st paradlgmpthe

Accordlng tH,

esearcher is an. 1ntegral 1nstrument 1n the process of

~In llght of thls contentlon, a sens1t1v1ty and ;{th

t?_funderstand1ng of the context belng stud1ed 1s necessary

Equfor the accurate gatherlng of 1nformat10n.‘ In so :

’~w,keep1ng, certaln pre11m1nary act1v1t1es wer'

fperformed.m'lV

"ﬁIn preparlng to 1nt rview Part101pantsrln thls StudY @

"ffllterature rev1e

:d,conStructlons rega'd;ngdthe_needs of homeless chlldren"

ugwere formulated mnse const

>'7W1th part1c1pants and; 1n th1s way, used‘as‘a means of

thexpandlng and enr1ch1ng future 1nterv1ews.f Add1t10na11y,:rfli
“i‘g1n order to possess -a more comprehens1ve understandlng ofg;fe-i

Znithe condltlons experlenced by homeless chlldren and |

"‘serulce prov1ders, prolonged engagement Was employediby

hv1s1t1no homeless shelters on at 1east one occa51on pr1or}”

ftf:‘to conductlng any 1nterv1ews._ Slmllarly, pers1stent

l;observat1on durlng these v1s1ts enabled th1s researcher

‘to 1dent1fy relevantfelements of the problem belng

'fmcons1dered wh1ch, 1n turn, ”’fher enhanced thlS

'Nﬁqkreseas ?er s ab111ty to be an actlve partlc1pant 1n the ¥

’1nqu1ry process.- '”’“

' Data 0011ection

Data Was collected durlng 1nterv1ews by means of

fj handwr1tten notes.‘ Interviews Were 1oosely structured 1nh5'




'keholders once,,,f'L

”pfvalldlty f'the;repdrts constructlons presente,”

‘ ’  ;fth1s paper‘,emaln eas11' r 1ab1e thro_gh the data




Sh"ﬂf;regularly 1n order to note any confusion 1n the‘research jfa"

‘91‘»formu1at10n and reflnement of emerglng constructlons as i(~;ff

J_ﬁwell as flnal consensus.

7'process.z Addltlonally, thls‘colleague'helped 1n the

i In an add1t10na1 effort to 1nsure that data was

ﬂi"accurate, prolonged engagement andpper81stent observatlon"

“ were also utlIIZEG;T As was descrlbed earller thls

“.afprocess 1nvolves v131t1ng research settlngs prlor to the R

i“actual gatherlng of 1nformatlon.b Trlangulatlon was also :-”

'f;37employed 1n whlch 1nformation such as the scope of

"f-uthrough member checksf??teiufd

\?ex1st1ng serv1ces Was ver1f1ed by obta1n1ng the. same;* o

‘e,lnformatlon from more than one responden:for source. Andg'g_”’“

flnally, data was ver1 ‘Jat the end of each 1nterv1ew

“_’f‘-lected ] e

ahfpartlclpant,bfor h1s or her approval,‘wrltten recordlngs

of the 1nterv ew.' Member checks also cons1sted ofu

"_telephone calls;to part1c1pants prlor to the wrltlng of
fffthls report to c1ar1fy any uncertalntles. Th1s process‘ﬁggf

"7Vw111 agaln be utlllzed when thlS report 1s d1str1buted tojdi




part1c1pants for thelr ver1f1cat10n of constructlons and f

for feedback regardlng the'second phasedof th1s study.v-f.”’v

FINDINGS

Data:Analys;sau_;dcl7

Follow1ngfthe,1 dlalj1nterview;inotessuere rev1eweddnmf”f
iand categorlzed by hlghllghtlng each unlt of 1nformat10n
dﬁnsmall enough to be understood by 1tse1f. Thls~1ncluded dfﬁ
'.1nformat10n such as a s1ngle soc1a1 or educat10na1 need,‘,b
Sa s1ngle aspect-of those needs, or a 51ngle barrler to
meetlng those needs., After all unlts had been

'1dent1f1ed, the 1nformatlon contalned 1n each un1t ‘was:
?placed onto a f1ve by seven 1ndex card. The source of

“the 1nformat10n, the type of respondent supplylng the _r
'flnformatlon as well as the s1te represented by that |
Qrespondent was then noted on the back of each card.

p?Completed cards were then studled for thelr content and

"‘grouped 1nto p11es accordlng to conceptual 31m11ar1t1es.~

~,At the next 1nterv1ew, the content of these cards was:
pshared w1th the part1c1pant elther at the conclus1on of
| ethelr own’ responses or durlng relevant moments durlng the
1nterv1ew.afdix 2
v{ The above procedure Was repeated aftervthe second

‘1nterv1ew and any 1ndex cards containlng conceptual
'ss1m11ar1t1es to those generated in the flrst 1nterv1ewy“~e
'were agaln grouped 1nto stacks 1n order to further

'15



deliheate beginning categories. This tentative data ras
:‘ again reviewed prior'to the next ihterview, and the
bprocess was contlnued after each new interview until the
conc1u81on of thls study.

| Follow1ng the flnal 1nterv1ew, prov151onal rules
:;were formulated that stated the condltlons by whlch a
_unlt of 1nformat10n'waS»placed into one category as
‘.opposed to.ahother. According to these rules artifacts
such as agency brochures and'handouts weré also placed
intovtheSe_categories.f Relationships between these
>categor1es were then 1dent1f1ed by thlS researcher, as
vwell as by a part1c1pat1ng peer debr1efer, in order to‘
llnk‘these categorles and, hence, create the folloﬁlnél
JOlnt constructlons.

Beglnn1ng Constructlons
In beglnnlng this inquiry ex1st1ng literature was

rev1ewed regardlng the condltlons faced by homeless
tch11dren. From‘thls‘llterature review a preliminary
FCOnstruction was formed regarding the needs of this
populatlon as well as‘how these needs are typically belng

: met, or are not being met, in a varlety of communities

. throughout the United States. The construction

formulated, and hence guiding the initial stages of this
1nqu1ry, was that homeless chlldren commonly experlence
1nstab111ty and chaos in thelr 11ves due to 1ncon81stent

and 1nadequate serv1ces, chaotlc shelter life, poor

16






s;the numerous old motel" “hatioqeelse‘ ”é“uelistoiq”

’_U";w1nter v1s1tors.

Attltudes among?homelesivfamllles Were reported by

*frespondents to be var1ed as*well,; Shelter part1c1pantsi"

"f»"heplcted fam1l1es as feellng "hopeless" about having

'"ﬂf;endured a 1ong serles of c‘lses CU1mlnating 1n the

present homelessness ;oone shelter respondent descrlbed 3lﬁﬁ

igéfamllles not "openlng thelr curtalns dur1ng day11ght

hours" as 1f there Was no reason’f‘“'

“Addltlonally, shelte

‘u; 1th>"problemat1c a d!uncooperative c11ents" Who dldn't y]hf"”:

) personnel descr1bed the famllle':

“_es1dence, Whatever that*w

i h1ldren,.

And flnally,lﬁvggn

’fywhaththelr needs are'
2‘"~}f5fCh11dren ,f{;h.

*7fh c. health part101pant"reported that a maJorlty

’“fqgof homeless chlldren se n by her department Were of T




’fschool age and that tuisvresu ted 1n’most haV1ng current

gimmunlzatlons‘\‘However,‘a shelter part1 1pant:feltjthat

?fmany preschoolers and pregnant Womenywere‘also homeless

>’1c1pants felt that schoolkattendance, of those

yplcally sporadic.

: were school aged ,wa'

e 1 v1nQMAn rela 1veﬁ

ui;GCOnsequently, many fer'

»from devel mental~and aca‘emlc

'3fdelays w1th one school respondentﬁestimahlng that

fso reported as a result of becom1ng homeless w1th an

bwfobeylng" be1ng

1ncrease 1n "clingy" behav1or and in "n

reported by homeless part1c1pants'd~

‘”Addltlonally,

“fyihomeless chlld_ njwere reported’by both ”helter

: ;ﬁrespondents as\well as publlc health partlcipants tolﬁ



hﬁf@.Shelters

’tffAddltlonally,

”“ﬂdelivery of serv1ces’1nto four categorles. those servicesj;f

buprov1ded by shelters~:s rvices avallable for ‘h '1th care
3"':"",fpurposes~ those serv1cesw>
°,d1str1cts,,as wer

';ﬁtdepartment of soc1a1 serv1ces.

W1th1n the Co c lla Valley two shelters were;xn‘“

'”hldent1f1ed as belng able to house Women and ch1ldren.,

respondents noted that motel vouchers are Qifj”“h
"d?avallable from a thlrd non re51dent1a1 shelter,‘thef‘fflf
eA:Salvatlon Army as. well as the R1vers1de County Departmentt~f
qhﬁof 8001a1 Serv1ces.; Meals are ava1lab1e from one of the;ﬁ”

bvsre51dent1al shelters, the non res1dent1al shelter 1n

.saddltlon to a number of valley churches.‘ Donated»~

hfrhclothlng 1s also ava11able at all shelters as well as .

}hgw*addltlonal locatlons.lw

Although all shelters have the restrlctlon of hav1ng”1f2kl

"to operate on extremely 11m1ted budgets in common,h_,h"'

'ffy condltlons at the shelters remalned clean and pleasant.‘v'

‘”v:Accommodatlons for women and chlldren range from ar s1ngle

1nfjand the use of a common bathroom to a s1ng1e room w1th a f

;"”;prlvate bath and kltchenette for a famlly- These

R ;accommodatlons are 11m1ted however, w1th both fac111t1es,jﬂfﬁﬁ

t‘only totalllng 17 rooms. Both residentlal shelters

_,offered prlvacy and”ﬁ}respectful, although austere,




Fork example, both shelters""'

e 1 v1ng, expect

p emls'es, demand the'_ :




'ifinsurance,

‘racommunlty resour
"»gjrece1ve adequate medlcalf

'“fffpubllc health respondentm

;J;vprov1ded for through the

?'yfemergency ro_‘y as;well,as”theﬁshelters themselves.‘fﬁorQ*fnh

fﬂ;a var1ety of reasons,~inc1ud1ng a lack of med1cal

‘/nwllllngnessfy""‘

1nadequate understanding ofﬁt'

Tserve them as well as an

i,'ihomeless typlcally do not

, l.napbf’cib.ri‘ia,t.e use o *hospltexif

"ﬂfemergency rooms"'ﬁ

Consequently, shelters are frequently essent1a1 1n7f

iffsthe prov1s1on of health serv1ces as they often brlng the

eqhealth care prov1ders to thelr prem1ses,'and hence,n

'lwﬁdlrectly to the homeless. For exampler the shelter

HVQJ:serv1ng the east valley homeless has a phys1c1an

ffavallable Who volunteers h1s t1me every Saturday andv‘

f part of phys1c1ans to lfhiff“

"10% of the

l‘Sunday afternoon., Slmllarly, the non—res1dent1a1 shelter» L

‘;offers the serv1ces of a phys1c1an once a month and the

.lfshelter serv1ng the West valley offers Weekly v1s1ts from;cm\‘,

'ffa pub11c health nurs Who admlnlsters tubercu1051s

~‘test1ng, head 11ce screenlng,

h*tffree ch11dhood 1mmun1zat10ns.sfrf?avd

’fSchool Dlstrlcts‘i"b”vilﬂ‘ :
School dlstrlcts throughout the Coachella Valley hadi»

“Qfa varlety of approaches to serv1ng the needs of homeless

Ugeneral evaluatlons as wellx,.”~



,sg; unlque opportun1ty for serving these children for two

,fch1ldren and Were at varlous stages o ph,mentlng these:

*japproaches ool ‘were. commonly v1ew,d as hav1ng

:"freasoﬁs.. Flrst, they frequently offer one of the only

’ﬁd;”stable env1ronments experlenced by homeless chlldren._j

"‘lfSecondly,

W'ff;the Stewart B.:

nhe"Ahave access to spec1a1 f:”ds, prov1ded

~through the Stewart B Mcklnney Homeless Ass1stance Act,!f

”leth Whlch to serve these chlldren..

Of the three school d1str1cts serv1ng thevCoachella'dfﬁd“L”

n-ffValleY' two of them are currently rece1v1ng funds from'uteq_

j_,McKlnney Homeless A551stance Act and one

‘zhfsls preparlng to do so0. - Rece1v1ng these funds allowsrdiqn'

'-fffpart1c1pat1ng school dlstrlct

'f'fsuch as personal tutorlng and shelter based 1nstruction =

”7t1to chlldren Who f1t the act's legal def1n1t1on of

d"“ﬂfga much 1arger than expected homeless populatlon to the

gft'dlffered between school dlstr1cts and ranged from

nuhomeless (see Appendlx D) Grant amounts are based on

fm“for one dlstrlct and $14 OOOFfor another.‘ However, 1t

"}]1was w1de1y felt that offer~ng these serv1ces had brought'ert“

v;attentlon of school admlnlstrators whlch Would, 1n turn =

'*increase need grant amounts for the com1ng

ffyear.:*;

Serv1ces prov1ded7through the use of McKlnney fundS'f L

prersonal tutoring des1gned to brlng chlldren up to the

o;offer outreach serv1ces‘

fknown need Whlch kept 1‘1t1a1 amounts small, only $10 OOOE A




"x;appropr1ate grade level,and encourage school enrollment

,to shelter based rnstructlonhserving children of batteredé,&

\:Women.. Serv1ces areiprov1ded free of‘chirge to"”

w;fhomelesskstudents Kindergarten through twelfth_grade whidt:

ljw1sh to receive them.h If not res1d1ng 1n atshelter

w\fjchlldren 1n need’of services are frequently 1dentif1edvb

5hﬁ.7the1r addressg .1ch are known to school personnel ass

"Hcatlons that typlcally house the homeless.gsTheﬂﬁi'w""”
3of those 1dent1f1fd;for serv1ces w1th1n one,f)h;

”ﬂq7wpart1c1pat1ng school d1str1ct has r1sen from 28 1n 19§l‘f“

":jto 70 1n 1993 and 1s expected to reach 120 by next year.f&”

'hﬁslmllarly, the school dlstrlct serv1ng the battered

1f¥ women*s shelter reports prov1d1ng serv1ces to 20 ch11drenfﬂf{

:‘ion any glven school day (D1megllo, 1994, May 29)

In addltlon to serv1ces made poss1b1e by the f:‘>
f:McKlnney Act serv1ces avallable to ‘the general student ff‘h;% SR
fbody also ass1st the homeless. Serv1ces such as.

= free lunches,‘health care such as. referrals to 10W orlﬁjff‘»f

"j;»no cost serv1ces,‘c‘" sell

“f,smaller R L

| Pfclass 81ze, and’a~ chedule offerlng fewer

“]f:may also be accessed byihomeless Ch Ldren‘

} ijepartment of Publ ollal Serv1ces

‘ifrepresentatlves descrlbed ass1stance from the Department
’”nxﬁof Soc1al Serv1ces as cons1st1ng of 16 nlghts WOrth °f

VTtmotel VOuchers,‘a securlty deposit for 1ocat1ng permanent':

l5Q2724_ R




;'Qa:those famllles, a persistent themf;pertalnlng to the

'*},hous1ng in addltlon to the occas1onal payment of utilltyb;;ﬁ;f:t

fAdeposits.: These serv1ces Were reported to be'ava1lab1e ;;ﬂ}f

.EOnce every two years.

_biConvergent Themes‘"kﬁf

In addltlon to the above characteristlcs regardlng !

fhomeless famllles a ‘“xll as- the del’vlvyisyst{mee'v1ng}

::condltlons experlenced by homeless chlldren began to
Pfiemerge as a result of th1s 1nqu1ry.t Central to th1s
;¥theme was the notlon that homeless chlldren W1th1n the
TiCoachella Valley do, as the 11terature suggests,jl
fexperlence 1ncons1stent and chaotlc condltlons 1n every f;hf”
facet of the1r ex1stence.v In agreelng on th1s p01nt y_h"

*“part1c1pants came to the follow1ng consensus.4]

Consensus 1 - The Incon81stent Egperlence f?
B The prevalllng v1ewp01nt held by part1c1pants 1n

:hth1s study Was that the greatest challenge fac1ng

s jhomeless chlldren 1s in ma1nta1n1ng contlnulty and

~'-cons1stency 1n the1r ever changing 11ves. Wlthout

;ihexceptlon, respondents felt that this lack of contlnulty.gg.l“

”53?left homeless chlldren With soc1a1, emotlonal, academic y’f’

#ﬁas well as phys1ca1 defic1ts and that th1s 1ncon81stencygg]y[
fsmanlfested 1tself 1n the follow1ng ways.:a;”v

| Network | .‘,.7 : ~

_ . FreQuently c1ted as contr1but1ng to the homeless
h’;chlld's 1ncons1stent experlence Was the 1nadequacY of thevl




.serv1ce de11very network

Most respondents felt that dueibﬁftf‘j

“*ﬁto the "recent 1ncrease" i‘ the Valley s homeless ﬂ\

populatlon, local serv1ces had'not had tlme to fully;;il

fmoblllze and Were,_therefore "1ess organlzed and

T;1nadequate" Nhel1very of serv1ces., Howeverﬁ‘g.t“

'fschool dlstrlct respondents felt that the ex1st1ng

“afnetwork offered a good starting p01nt from whlch to:;F

"t"strengthen t1es"‘and ”"mlnate gaps and dupllcatlon of

'_fgof them could be elim nated through "regular meetlngs of n‘fuff

‘;homeless agencies"zand through maklng "serv1ce providers'7

‘drgiaware of what each other offers"“ It was also felt by

"“some shelter part1c1pants thatv"egos needed to be removed’igbr

f’hfrom*the pOllthS of prov1ding services" 1n order tof_;"

S1m11arly,

'it was,

the homeless, such as. the:i;;Vri”“°

'erv1ces, had remalned




o

efjthemselves7f
:r'?lnterv1ew, one homeles”5
i ,;serv1ces were "often i
*fﬁshelter"* She told of hernfhlfdren prev1ously

b'ﬁlt very dlfflcult for

”7attendance.,

-Méat And Whlle she malntalce

“\fﬁoverhead"'

"‘;Valley shelter she was stay1ng 1n at thevtlme’of th £

part1c1pant descrl_'.

s stent from shelter:to

"1exper1enc1ng'"unclean{7" rc.

";schedule" suchﬁ'vv

not 1nsure the1r safetlidue t”'thefpresence of "dangero[:

people and c1rcumstances" at a shelter she Was staylng

;:_"hat she had not

L"experlenced these unpred1ctable and 1ncon31stent

'Qc1rcumstances 1n Coachella alley shelters she felt that f'

‘the 1mpact of these experlences remalned on her chlldren fii‘

g*and that local serv1ces needed to address these 1ssues. poi

tIn support of thls mother s concerns, both shelter and

yischool dlstrlct respondents noted that7many local

"‘?ﬁhomeless move through a "shelter loop" between the

1jcoache11a Valley and Los Anaeles 1n order tO‘"keep a roof?i.f"”

In descrlblng What famllles need 1n shelters 1n
order to brlng cons1stency to the1r 11ves, homeless as“
~well as shelter part1cipants mentloned "a prlvate area of"

5the1r own: 1n Whlch to appropr1ately dlSClpllne chlldren" o




‘“f,g‘qulet "place for chlldren to cons1stently do thelr

a prlvate area whlch Was "under thelr own control" and a

'homework"’: Also mentloned were more. "con81stent or:ffi,.
vh'structured serv1ces" such as ong01ng educat10na1 serv1ces‘ip

;at the shelter 1n order to 1essen the impact of gaps 1n4ni“j

‘school attendance. And flnally, access to long term f,Q“;

tmental health serv1ces Were seen as 1mportant by

A’ffhomeless, shelter as Well as school dlstrlct

'fh:part1c1pants..’
Schools |
Wlthout exceptlon;beducatlon Was c1ted as be1ng
f7jlheav1ly 1mpacted by the transient nature of the homelessza
vch11d s ex1stence.v Frequently experlenclng gaps in |
"educatlon due to absences and school changes, homeless»
f:chlldren are often academlcally behlnd other students.
n;iContrlbutlng to the lengths of these educational gaps are'

~

vfboth the c1rcumstances of be1ng homeless,,fam1ly

*.Vicharacterist1cs as Well as school polic1es and

f'rocedures.ffhjw
Accordlng to a maJority of respondents, ‘a very weak

lfcllnk exlsts between homeless famllles w1th1n ‘the tfhﬂ

'ifi;Coachella Valley and 1ocal schools.' And although effortsp“a"

'i/made poss1b1e through the use of NcKlnney funds are

'“”‘helplng to strengthen th1s 11nk, school dlstrlct ;‘v

V"respondents stlll reported that homeless fam111es can be

'5"d1ff1cu1t to stay 1n touch Wlth" and "dlfflcult to




1dent1fy" due to the 1ack of ‘a permanent address or phoneff;y_

ynumber, as Well as the stigma attached to being
'ridentlfied as’ homeless.; Furthermore, shelter respondentsi:yi.
hfelt that parents frequently ﬁdon't know the simple |
'/;,logistlcs of getting kids into school" or are "not
”;fmotlvated" t0“do so.x They also reported that if onei}ii o

"[;child 1s 1ll all 51b11ngs stay home 1ncreas1ng the

“1nc1dence of school absences.‘ Also mentioned as a
b"hbarrler to con81stent school attendance was the lack of‘”
K » reliable transportatlon. And finally, homeless o
part1c1pants p01nted out that chlldren 11v1ng 1n'cars’xdf;5
iih_cannot meet the structure of a school schedule or are tooff?
’”ffashamed of their c1rcumstances to attend school.i:
| ‘ ‘In the past some Coachella Valley schools have added.‘]i
. to the pllght of homeless kids by not suff1c1ently . ”
: accommodating to their spec1al c1rcumstances.v7Foro
example, a respondent from ‘one part1c1pat1ng schoolv
district mentioned that prior to about four years ago,:
-:,schools w1th1n her dlstrict routlnely shut homeless kidsbi,f.”
ilout by requlring proof of res1dency. She stated that H

"th"school personnel had been r1g1d in applylng r951den°Y

”‘they Were temporary",_ Today, however, in add1t10n to?.u¢wv”
those 1dent1fled by other means, there also ex1sts a |
dlrective to enroll homeless k1ds and upon s1gn1ng a d”;i”

”i,histatement acknowledglng that the famlly currently has n§'~

*fregulations"'and had been "reluctant to admlt students»ifﬁ;f;nir



jaddressbchildren may attend the-closest school to where
.they "stay the most“:or “hang out the most"v" |
| However, school offlclals and shelter admlnistrators

| still feel that "current educational serv1ces are not
'.comprehens1ve enough":for "keeping homeless kids from
‘falling through gaps 1n our soc1a1 and educational |
_systems", gaps Which leave the homeless Chlld w1th an
1ncon31stent and fragmented educat10nal experience.
Partlcipants also felt that schools hadna unique-“
VOpportunity to offer “security,‘Structure.and stability
to homeless kids", but were. only beginnlng to- reallze
this potent1al as Well as the numbers of children
‘ effectedl | |

Socialization

M1381ng a permanent neighborhood and regular school
' attendance, part1c1pants from a11 stakeholding groups
felt that homeless chlldren experience a very fragmented
and inconsistent process'of”soc1allzation as well. Thelrs
tran81ent 11festyle 51mply doesn't allow for the making
of neighborhood friends,‘or‘chlldhood activitles, which
1eaves kids distruStful and‘in sOcial isolation or as one
"mother put it "because of 11V1ng in shelters my kids
don't: know Who to trust, so they don't trust anybody"
-Shelter respondents also 1dent1f1ed common soc1a1
experiences which housed kids take for granted, but are

’ frequently missed by homeless kids. They included

- 30‘




’Lact1v1ties such as golng to the ocean, to the zoo,
,'}staying in a hotel or even going to a restaurant.r;f

'1Hea1th Care

Another area of concern c1ted by a majorlty of}»”
fjpart1c1pants in th1s study Was the ‘manner 1n wh1ch health'

'tcare serv1ces are dellvered to the homeless.x“v

"?Incons1stency and fragmentat1on was the norm here as

'hfwell,vleav1ng homeless k1ds frequently 111 as Well as 1n :

i:need of phy51cal evaluations and assessments.” Cons1dered.if*

“x‘by publlc health as Well as shelter respondents to be at

" the heart of th1s 1nadequate serv1ce Was the lack of

',:fmedlcal 1nsurance among the homeless populatlon.l Also

:dnmentloned as a contrlbutlng factor was the lack of

'*phys1c1ans w1111ng to treat thlS populatlon as. well as

'.d‘the 1ack of access to medlcal records due to frequent

Tt‘moves. And flnally,'the d1ff1cu1ty 1n obtalnlng

’Ymedlcally 1nd1gent status w1th1n R1ver31de County as Well

'*as the reluctance of the homeless to ‘use publlc health N

3h,fac111t1es Were also cons1dered by both shelter and

' ‘fffMental Health Serv1ces

v'*-publlc health partlclpants to ass1st 1n the 1ncons1stent'

'_74de11very of health care services._ﬂ?7”'

Most part1c1pants felt that homeless ch1ldren were
7v;1n\need of mental health serv1ces and that these serv1ces’

'Were not ea311y or cons1stently accessed creatlng yet

~Jlanother gap in. the homelessichlld's experlence.,




'Accordlng to pertlnent 11terature, homeless part101pants ﬂ,»

"'1n additlon to shelter respondents experlences such as‘ffgfh

’shelter chaos and parental substance abuse leaves these‘f
'pk1ds at rlsk of be1ng m1streated and predlsposed to 1ater g
substance abuse themselves 1f the effects of these
Tcond1t1ons go untreated.' Consequently, homeless chlldren'fty
'»:aare in cr1t1cal need of mental health evaluatlons and o
N assessments, but typ1cally do not recelve them for the
tsame reasons health as well as other serv1ces are not

.received.“

Conclus1ons

It becomes clear from a rev1ew of the above ‘
"responses that What part1c1pants in th1s study are .
referr1ng to'as'1ncons1stenc1es 1n the 11vesrof homeless
t‘chlldren 1s the 1nterm1ttent nature 1n Wthh homeless
'-k1ds access and rece1ve serv1ces. Hav1ng no permanent
place to call home 1eaves homeless fam111es Wlth a’
fraglle l1nk to malnstream soc1ety and to the support and:
'tadvantages 1t offers. Addlng to ‘the frag111ty of thlsv'"‘wih‘
11nk is the often fragmented fash1on w1th whlch serv1ces
‘must be de11vered.‘ It was on th1s note that add1t1onal
'-:pthemes began addltlon appear.,lvv | |
| P i Emerg1ng Themesvw
Approachlng consensus proportlons, and to be furtherg

»deflned 1n the second phase of thlS 1nqu1ry, Was an

'addltlonal theme concern1ng the reasons for homelessness’



*f}and the contlnued lack of adequate fundlng in. the flght o

.f'agalnst homelessness" It was w1dely felt‘among a var‘

Jli*of stakeholders that th re were forces of a more globa
,.nature that were 1mpact1ng both the prevalence of

' fhomeless famllles as well as-. the ab111ty of serv1ce'da

;'prov1ders to assist them.»r
| For 1nstance, 1t was commonly felt that the natlonlbﬁi{gﬂ,e
"7jd1d not v1ew homelessness as a prlorlty and that thlS |

A'left serv1ce prov1ders dramatlcally under funded.:'it’dd
7Consequent1y, th1s l1m1ted fundlng has meant shelters and;]Ldfﬂ
-;_other agenc1es serv1ng the homeless have had to 11m1t o
:':‘themselves to prov1d1ng only emergency serv1ces made

poss1ble through the exten51ve use of volunteers and

’prlvate donatlons. T

Of prlmary concern to a maJorlty'of respondents was

.jsthe need for affordable hous1ng and adequate employment._ftr

17;1Partlclpants often felt that thls was such a ba31c

:f; concept that 1t was commonly not mentloned or overlooked ?;h:y
;]jas both a solutlon to, as well as a cause of, J
‘hjhomelessness. Other concerns revolved around the lack ofﬁfﬁiﬂf

dbﬁhadequate unlversal chlldcare Wthh h1ts homeless klds_yyffijﬁfh

'Vyj,espec1ally hard. One shelter representatlve reported R

‘finon res1dent chlldren comlng to the shelter durlng the
day looklng for work because they needed “...a place to f?v
‘be wh11e thelr parents were at work" e Slmllarly, a ‘
,fpubllc health respondent felt that the laws govern1ng thef



v'f protectlon of chlldren from a varlety of abuses needed toessf”
dt“be revamped.n- | e “ b B t |
Also unanlmously mentloned Was the need for parental lff
’Heducatlon.‘ Respondents often spoke of the lack of
parental educatlon and of 1ts 1mpact on both keeplng the
- fam11y homeless as well as’ the value parents placed on
”*thelr chlldren s educatlon.; In other words, poorly m;‘} |
7Jeducated parents had dlfflculty obtain1ng decent JObS andff?
?often d1d not see the 1mportance of educatlng the1r S
1‘ch11dren., Slmllarly, one school dlstrlct partlclpant'
‘ofelt that 1n order to prevent future homelessness thevn
"cycle of women belng f1nanc1ally dependent" needed to behg
.vbroken through the prov181on of "educatlon and employmenti;_”
fskllls""’ S |
Also deserv1ng of mentlon is the.process of

"Erece1v1ng governmental ass1stance. Ralsed on more than ‘3{

',_one occa31on Was the slowness and . lack of respon81veness

'.pw1th wh1ch ass1stance to the homeless is prov1ded.u,one7 i"f"
shelter respondent commentlng of the slowness of the
»I,Department of Soc1al Serv1ces noted that‘"a process that:iﬂ'

| vls supposed to take 30 days frequently takes 60"“‘ﬂ

:nally,blt was'f‘lt‘that belng home1

lhard to prove and that social serv1ce workers, 1n order.

.v?to be more supportlve of others, needed support

themselves from Wlthln their own agencies. And flnally,
it 1s also 1mportant to note that another shelter
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'respondent saw governmental ass1stance,:1n7the’formsorbu"
 Add ‘to Fam111es w1th Dependent Chlldren, as perpetuatlng ;ff
~ the. problem of homelessness 1n that 1t helped to create
sgeneratlons of dependent and f1nanc1ally frag11e
'vrec1p1ents. | ' : » o

To summarlze, many respondents felt that p011c1es

and c1rcumstances ex1sted that Were beyond the1r control Sk
'and“that the 1mpact>of_these p011c1es‘and c1rcumstancel.
'both caused and exacerbated homelessness. véonditions
' such as the lack of affordable hous1ng, 1nadeduate
chlldcare and poor parental educatlon Were reported to be
frustratlng and at tlmes overwhelm1ng. On the other |
shand, there were addltlonal cond1t10ns 1nterfer1ng W1th
aldlng the homeless that, Whlle stlll frustratlng, were
‘seen as manageable, and about Whlch, the follow1ng
recommendations were made. |
| | | ;RecOmmendations
sSuggestionsioffered‘by participants for improving
chnditionsffaced'By homeless children»addressed the

serv1ce prov1s1on network, schools, shelters, the

B e e e v
e —"

dellvery of health care serv1ces, adult educatlon as Wellub
as the chlld's 5001a1 experlence.‘ They are pre11m1nary
recommendatlons based on the 1n1t1al phase of study and
will be both further reflned 1n, as well as a catalyst

to, thlS inqulry s second phase.
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'fNetwork

Regular network meetlngs of stakeholders 1n the‘ﬁfof
'fdellvery of serv1ces to “the homeless should be f

avzlmplemented in order to coordlnate serv1ces, expand

g java11able referrals 1n addltlon to 1mprov1ng access to

ex1st1ng serv1ces..

;Expandlng Serv1ces : » |

o Efforts should be made at expand1ng the above
‘network to 1nclude serv1ce prov1ders from both east and
“West ends of the Valley as Well as to agenc1es and

Jorganlzatlons that may be able to supply much needed

’volunteers, scholarshlps for chlldren s act1v1t1es,'foodvf‘f"

'1tems,,d1apers, addltlonal health care, and shelterj

r'space, chlldren s counse11ng, transportat1on,'as well as

adult educatlon and JOb tralnlng.‘ Addltlonally, agenc1esif g

-not strongly llnked to the current network such as the
'Department of Soc1al Serv1ces should JOln networklng
:cefforts. | |
-Schools‘ﬁ

The‘inclusion'of all'schoOl diStricts serying‘the

ysCoachella Valley in rece1v1ng McK1nney funds as well as

' the contlnued expans1on of the programs currently be1ng‘~iﬁ-

_offered by dlstrlcts should be sought. Also,-ag
v‘fhelghtened awareness among school staff as to there

_potentlal role 1n the 11fe of a homeless chlld should be;
encouraged. ' | |



DISCUSSION

Summary I
| Much as 1n other areas of the Unlted States, the
' »numbers of homeless famllles w1th1n the Coachella Valley :
appears to be on the r1se.l Cond1t1ons faced by these
:fam111es as well as the effects of belng homeless appear ff
gto be m1m1ck1ng those found 1n the rest of the country asw
1well.¥ Ex1st1ng cond1t1ons found in the Coachella Valley yv
‘-such as sporadlc school atttenaance, mlssed evaluatlons’
and screen1ngs, developmental and academlc delays,k,‘shmf
1nterm1ttent 0pportun1t1es to soc1allze 1n addltlon to e
»1ncons1stent and 1nadequate health care are all s1m11ar
to those condltlons reported in the research llterature._f
However, not typlcal of those condltlons reported 1ny
"pertlnent 11terature were the efforts toward deallng w1th‘
homeless 1ssues w1th1n the Coachella Valley., Fortf
”,example, shelters w1th1n the valley are not .

representatlve of chaotlc unclean fa0111t1es deplcted 1n

homeless llterature nor are the efforts be1ng put forward -

‘j_by the 1ocal school d1str1cts., Shelters w1th1n the

_valley, although 11m1ted in number, do offer clean and

,f'structured env1ronments and school dlstrlcts are. reach1ng{‘d*;_

‘;out to the homeless communlty 1n an attempt at tlghtenlng,;
dthe1r grlp on ma1nstream society and 1ts resultant

advantages.‘ However, there 1s st111 much to tackle and -
the follow1ng are recommendatlons for the second phase Of\:
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'vthis inquiry,}f"

Future Research

: The second phase of th1s study w111 further examlne L

'jothe condltlons faced by homeless chlldren Wlthln the

Coachella Valley and should focus on: reflnlng the above
,hrecommendatlons offered by part1c1pants 1n add1t10n to

reachlng further consensus regardlng needs not yet

,1dent1fled as Well as addltlonal Ways of meet1ng needs 1n”7”

,,.mw

o

'general. In so d01ng, the 1nclus1on of addltlonalv
'part1c1pants from those agenc1es contacted durlng the
course of this 1nqu1ry as Well as the 1nclus1on of new
stakeholders Would appear to be benef1c1alr,

“bf those stakeholderS‘contacted during°the‘ooursedof‘d
this study,’the 1nclu51on of add1t10na1 homeless famllles‘f
as well as members of stakeholder groups representlng
’geographlcal reglons of the valley other than those
represented 1n th1s 1nqu1ry Would add to the depth of -
understandlng surroundlng the needs of the homeless.
Also adding to thls understandlng Wouldvbe new |

stakeholder‘groups/suCh as 1ocalfcityrgovernments,'law‘

N enforCement, College’of_the Desert, as well as 1ocal

zyhotels and physician groups Whose 1nclus1on mlght serve

‘ to both enhance understand1ng of, as well as serV1ces, todﬁ’f””

- the homeless. Slm11ar1y, those organlzatlons 1n1t1a11y
1ncluded as part1c1pants in thlS study, but later
' .e11m1nated because of a lack of contact w1thvhomeless'
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'jlchlldren should be furn1shed a copy of this report and’
asked to. recons1der thelr 1nvolvement.: And flnally,;_
8 negotlations at the conclu51on of thls study should focus*s
;1on fosterlng a sense of communlty and con51stency for thefp;
Valley s homeless chlldren through the coordlnatlon,l*’ |

1expans1on and add1t1on of services.




' APPENDIX A - Informed Consent

The study 1n whlch you are about to part1c1pate 1s
_ades1gned to explore the 8001a1 as- Well as. educatlonal needs B

of homeless chlldren. Th1s study 1s belng conducted by -

- Jo Ann Becker under the superv1s1on of Dr. Teresa Morrls,—

yprofessor of'Soc1al Work. Th1s study has been approved by

’.zthe Instltutlonal Rev1ew Board of Callfornla State

Unlvers1ty, San Bernardlno.
In this study you w1ll be asked to share your: knowledge'
and ~opinions regardlng the soc1a1 and educatlonal needs of

homeless children, 1nclud1ng how you belleve these needs are

being met, or are not belng met,vas well as your opinion on o

how they might be better met in the future. Potential
benefitsdof participating in this interview might‘include‘ .
1mproved serv1ces to homeless chlldren Wh11e potent1al rlsksh‘
'mlght 1nclude the surfac1ng of ‘unwanted or unforeseen
feellngs~surround1ng the‘toplc‘belng d1scussed.v

Please understand that any 1nformat10n you prov1de may
- be shared with other partlc1pants in th1s study. However,
v'at no tlme w1ll your 1dent1ty be revealed to anyone exceptl
'Lthe researchers named above. Please,,also,,understand that
. your participation in thlsostudy‘isbentirely.voluntary and
that you arejfree to terminate your participation,‘and‘
withdraw any information contributed by yOu,'at any time
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without penalty. Additionally, at the conclusion of this
study you'may teceive a report of its'findings, if desifed.
I acknowledge that I have béen informed of, and
understand, the nature and purpose of thlS study, and I
freely consent to partlclpate. I acknowledge that I am at

least 18 years of age.

Participant's‘signature : Date

Researcher's Signature  Date
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~ APPENDIX B - Debriefing Statement

Ca11forn1a State Un1vers1ty, San Bernardlno, ‘and the
'researcher conductlng thls study have a respon81b111ty for .
1nsur1ng that part1c1pat10n 1n any research sponsored by L

:thls unlver31ty causes no harm or 1nJury to 1ts"

. part1c1pants. In fulfllllng thls respon31b111ty, debrleflngf“r

_counsellng w111 be avallable to any part101pant who, due to h
lhls or her part1c1pat10n in the present study,‘experlences .
psychologlcal or emotlonal repercu531onSs ‘If counsellng
'should be requlred as a result of the above part1c1pat10n,
'elther Jo Ann Becker or Dr. Teresa Morrls may be contacted‘ A
at 909—880—5501. Addltlonally, any questlons or concerns |
regardlng this research, or 1ts flndlngs, may also be

: dlrected to the .above number.



 APPENDIX C - Interview Questions

" In your opinion what are the key issues in meeting .
~ children?

jHaw'dO]ybthhinkfﬁhéééfheedswaréfbéihgfﬁeﬁéf*;.’»

}HOﬁ d6 you think these needs are not being met?

in your opinion, can be done to improve . .

_meeting these needs?

What do you see as barriers to successfully

. meeting these needs?




| APPENDIX D - Definition of Homeless

1Ch11dren who lack a flxed,"regular, and adequate‘

fnlghttlme re51dence.b

"lChildreh who‘have a primary nighttime“residenoe ina .

7superv1sed publlcly or prlvately operated shelter for

temporary accommodatlons.,ﬂ o

»Ch11dren re31d1ng 1n an- 1nst1tut10n that prov1des
temporary re81dence for 1nd1v1duals who are to be

1nst;tut10nallzed;

Chlldren re51d1ng 1n a publlc or prlvate ‘place not
de51gned for or ordlnarlly used as a regular sleeplno

accommodatlon for human belngs.
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