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Pain & Suffering

Dave Barry

Abstract

As an American, you are very fortunate to live in a country (America) where you have many
legal rights.
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into the toaster, the statement: "Not even if your wedding ring falls in
there."

% The store where you bought the toaster, for selling it to an obvious
cretin like yourself.

% The Union Carbide Corporation, which is not directly responsible
in this case, but which is feeling so guilty that it would probably send you
a large cash settlement anyway.

Of course you need the help of a professional lawyer. Experts agree
the best way to select a lawyer is to watch VHF television, where more and
more of your top legal talents are advertising:

Hi. I’'m Preston A. Mantis, President of Consumers Retail Law Outlet.
As you can see by my suit and the fact that I have all these books of
equal height on the shelves behind me, that I am a trained legal
attorney. Do you have a car or a job? Do you ever walk around? If
S0, you probably have the markings of an excellent legal case.
Although of course every case is different, I would definitely say that,
based on my experience and training, there’s no reason why you
shouldn’t come out of this thing with at least a cabin cruiser. Remem-
ber, at the Preston A. Mantis Consumers Retail Law Outlet, our motto
is: "it is very difficult to disprove certain kinds of pain.”

Another right you have, as an American, is the right to Speedy Justice.
For an example of how Speedy Justice works, we turn now to an anecdote
told to me by a friend who once worked as a clerk for a judge in a medium-
sized city, My friend swears this is true. It happened to an elderly recent
immigrant who was hauled before the judge one day. The key to bear in
mind is, this man was not actually guilty of anything. He had simply gotten
lost and confused, and he spoke very little English, and he was wandering
around, so the police had picked him up just so he’d have a warm place to
sleep while they straightened everything out.

Unfortunately, this judge, who got his job less on the basis of being
knowledgeable in matters of law than on the basis of attending the most
picnics, somehow got the wrong folder in front of him, the folder of a
person who had done something semi-serious, so he gave the accused man
a stern speech, then sentenced him to six months in jail. When this was
explained to the man, he burst into tears, He was thinking, no doubt, that
if he had only known they had such severe penalties for being elderly and
lost in America, he would never have immigrated here in the first place.

Finally, about an hour later, the police figured out what happened, and
after they stopped rolling around the floor and wetting their pants, they told
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