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I t  i s  not just  that  the l i m i ts of ou r  l anguage l i m i t  ou r  thoughts; the wor ld 
we fi nd  ou rselves i n  i s  one we h ave he l ped to create, and th i s  p l aces constra i nts 
u pon how we t h i n k  the wor ld anew. 
Dav id  Theo Go ld berg 

Amer i can  eq u a l i ty began as  an  oxymoron .  A l though Amer ican  n at ion a l 
i sm  i s  ded i cated to t h e  propos i t ion o f  freedom, l i berty, eq u a l i ty, a n d  t h e  pu rsu i t  
of h a p p i ness, th i s  p ropos i t ion or ig i n a l l y  extended exc l u s i ve ly  to  a c i rcumscr i bed 
comm u n ity determi ned by race. Wh i l e  c i t izens h i p  i s  now defi ned by more e qu i 
ta b l e  means, rac i a l  i neq u a l i ty rema ins  t h e  norm. Th i s  i s  c l e a r  i n  a var iety of  ways 
but  is espec i a l l y  v i s i b l e  spa ti a l l y  in that race cont i nues to prov ide  the organ izat ion 
of U.S .  urban geogra phy. Forty yea rs after the str i k ing down of the J im Crow l aws 
that lega l i zed segregat ion,  se l f-segregat i on i s  ensur ing that c i t ies  in the Un i ted 
States rema i n  the "most rac i a l l y  segregated urban a reas in the wor ld ." Des p i te 
mass i ve rac i a l  c hanges fo l l ow ing the c i v i l r ights movement and the contem po
rary w ides pread acceptance of  mu l t i cu l tura l i sm, m ass ive segregat ion pers i sts. 
As Jess ie  Dan ie l s  wr i tes, whereas  stat ist i c a l l y  wh i tes a re contem porar i l y  more 
l i ke l y to be to l e rant  of rac i a l  d i vers i ty, "wh i te peop le  vote w ith  the i r  mov i ng  vans" 
whenever peop l e  of co lor  rep resent more than  seven percent of  the pop u l at ion 
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i n  the i r  ne igh borhood. Dav id  Go ldberg shows that  res ident i a l  rac i a l  segregat i on 
has  pers i sted des p i te mass ive demograph i c  s h i fts, from the creat ion of  u rban  
ghettos i n  t he  1950s and 60s  and wh i te fl i ght to t he  s ubu rbs, fo l l owed by wh i te 
"u rban renewal"  p rograms  resu l t i ng i n  gentr i fi cat ion of  those same u rban  s p a ces 
and a movement of co lor  to the s ubu rbs .  

Such rac i a l  segregat ion has  a lways c h a racter ized U.S urban geography. 
The Un i ted States l ega l l y  condoned rac i a l  segregat ion from i ts found i ng  th rough  
the C iv i l R ights movement of  the 1950's and 60's .  The J im  Crow l aws, pu t  i n  
p l ace after the  abo l i t ion  of s l avery to  defend a l l -wh i te bus i nesses, schoo ls ,  and  
ne ighborhoods, were not  s t ruck  down unt i l the l andma rk dec i s ion  i n  Brown v .  
Board of Educat ion i n  1954 and the passage of  the C iv i l R ights Act of  1964 .  
A l though tod ay no nat iona l  l aws defi ne  the re l at ionsh i p  between race and  res i 
dence, stat ist i c a l l y  segregat ion rema i n s  the ru le .  Acknow ledg ing Ca l i forn i a  a s  
emb lemat ic  o f  the country, D a l e  Maha ri dge wr i tes that  Ca l i forn i a's "wh i te com 
mun i t ies form ' i s l ands' that  a re su rrounded b y  vast eth n i c  o r  trans i t i ona l  com mu
n i t i es." Such e l aborate rac i a l  segregat ion req u i res w idespread  pa rt i c i pat ion and  
i ntr ic ate organ izat ion .  A l though a var i ety of  i nst i tu t iona l  phenomenon exacerbate 
the prob lem of segregat ion, the most s ign i fi c ant facto r cont i n ues to be i n fo rm a l  
p ressure b y  wh i tes to m a in ta i n  wh i te ne igh borhoods .  I t  i s  i m portant to a s k  w h at 
secures th i s  i nvestment by wh i tes to p a rt i c i p ate i n  segregat ion and othe r  ra
C i a l l y  exc l u s ive pract ices .  Why, desp i te the i ncreas i ng ly  rac i a l l y to le rant be l i e fs 
by wh i tes and the p ub l i c  embrace of  mu l t i cu l tura l i sm  and condemnat ion of  rac i sm 
does t he  rac i a l  "me l t i ng pot" of  Amer i c a  cont i nue to  rep roduce V i rtu a l l y  a l l -wh i te 
spaces? 

Dav id Go ld berg asserts that such extreme rac i a l  segregat ion i s  a p roduct 
of the modern West. He argues that  rac i a l  a p a rthe id  i s  fa r from on ly  a South 
Afr ican phenomenon and attempts "to show j ust how deep a certa i n  k i nd of  ex
per ience of rac i a l  m argi n a l i ty runs i n  ' the West'." A l though the term "ap a rthe id" 
was created to descr i be the s peC i fi ca l l y  South Afr i can  system of lega l i zed rac i a l  
segregat ion t h e  i d e a  i t  wa s  based o n ,  of keep i ng  races phys i ca l l y  a pa rt, i s  p reva 
l e n t  t h roughout t he  West. Wh i l e  South Afri c an  a p a rthe id  was  extreme i n  t he  
l evel o f  v io l ence emp loyed to enforce segregat i on, t he  Un i ted States a l so c l e a r l y  
p ract i ced i ts own s im i l a r  vers ion of  segregat ion that  cou l d  a l so  be referred to  a s  
a p a rthe id .  As a tou r  through any major  U .S .  c i t y  w i l l  s how, Amer i c an  a p a rthe i d  
cont i nues tod ay, but  i s  now enforced by  other means  t han  j u ri s p rudence. 

Aparthe i d  secured both wh i te s up remacy and the rac i a l  concept of 
wh i teness, yet the m ajor i ty of  wh i tes h i stor i ca l l y  wou l d  not h ave descr ibed the i r  
mot ivat ions for l i v i ng i n  segregated com mun i t ies  i n  these terms.  How was  such  
w i despread support for apa rthe id  secured and wha t  cont i nues to moti vate w h i tes 
to s upport segregat ion desp i te i ncreaS i ng ly  to l e rant  rac i a l  v i ews and a p u b l i c  d i s -
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avowa l  of rac i sm? Wh at I a m  suggest i ng is a key to understand i ng  th i s  q uest ion 
i s  the idea that rac i a l  segregat ion i s  perpetuated not a s  m uch by overt l y  rac i st 
be l i e f,  bu t  t h rough other forms.  The fi rst one hundred and fi fty yea rs of  b u i l d i ng 
a n at ion a l  U .S .  cu l ture i mag i ned the nat ion as leg i t im ate ly  wh i te and j ust i fied 
the rac ist  p ract i ces and rac i a l  segregat ion that  secu red th i s  wh i te nat ion fantasy. 
Not on l y  was  rac i sm pract iced i n  the form of genoc ide, s l a very, segregat ion and 
d i senfranch i sement, bu t  i ts just i fi cat ion was actu a l l y  centra l to  the c reat ion of  a 
nat i ona l  c u l tu re .  A longs ide  lega l  codes demand ing  rac i a l  segregat ion  and  rac ist  
p ract i ces, mora l  codes a l so  served to j u st i fy rac i sm by mak i ng  rac ist  behav io r  
the eth i c a l  op t i on  for wh i tes. At  d i fferent per iods of U .S .  h i story the mora l  and  
pop u l a r  cho i ce for wh i tes was to  s upport s l avery, condone genoc ide  as  j u st i fi ed  
by the i n he rent savagery of F i rst N at ions peop le, and utter ly  refu se the h u m an i ty 
of b l a cks,  F i rst N at ions, and other peop le  of co lo r  by deny ing  them the r ight  to 
i n tegrated schoo ls ,  bus i nesses, and commun i ties  and crim i n a l i z i ng  the potent i a l  
for l eg i t im ate rom ant ic  re l at ionsh i ps w i th wh i tes. 

The rea l m  in wh i ch th i s  exc l u s i on  was just i fied i s  mora l i ty. A l though 
legi s l a t ion now crim i n a l i zes the m ajor i ty of  rac ist p ract i ces, the mora l system cre 
ated by the leg i t im izat ion of such  w idespread  rac i s t  p ract ices i s  more d i ffi c u l t  to 
c hange. S i m i l a r  to C l a u d i a  Koonz, who a rgues i n  The Naz i  Consc i ence that  the 
N az i  Pa rty a ctu a l l y  succeeded i n  s h i ft ing the Germ an p ub l i c  consc ience to excl ude  
J ews from the mora l  agreement of rec i p roc i ty, I a rgue that  a rac i a l  consc ience has  
a lways defi ned a rac i a l l y  exc l u s ive nat iona l  Amer i can  commun i ty. Des p i te t he  
seem i ng contrad i ct ion between the  ro le  of consc i ence i n  govern i ng mora l  act ion 
w h i l e  S i m u l taneous l y  necess i tat ing rac i s t  exc l us ion, Koonz a rgues that  consc ience 
i s  a ctu a l l y  a lways def ined by borders and the "un i verse of mora l ob l igat i on, fa r 
from be i ng  un i versa l ,  i s  bounded by commun i ty." The race l i ne determ i nes the 
p a rameters of  th is  com mun i ty. 

As t h i s  Amer i can  rac i a l  consc ience i s  both determi ned by and  determi nes 
rac i a l  segregat ion i t  shou l d  be thought of as  an a parthe id  consc ience.  Th i s  c u l 
tu ra l p henomenon i s  i nherent ly  connected to a sp at i a l  i m perat ive and  s p at i a l  seg
regat ion ,  l i m i t i ng  the soc i a l  agreement of rec i p roc i ty to on ly w i th i n  the wh i te 
com mun i ty. Koonz wr i tes :  

Across cu l tu res, an eth i c  of reci p roc i ty comm ands that  we treat others 
as we wish to be treated .  Besides i nstruct i ng us  i n  v i rtue, the consc ience 
fu l fi l l s  a second, and often ove r looked, functi on .  I t  te l l s  us  to whom we 
s h a l l  and s h a l l  not do what. I t  stru ctu res our i dent i ty by sepa rat ing those 
who deserve our  concern from a l ien "others" beyond the pa le of our  com 
m un i ty. Our  mora l  i dent i ty prom pts us to ask, "Am I the k i nd  of person 
who wou l d  do that to th is personT 
H i stor i c a l l y  a wh i te person ought to see peop le of  co lor  and  F i rst N at ions 
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peop les as res i d i ng  i n  a separate category than  other wh i tes and to u nderstand 
the agreement of  mora l  rec i p roc i ty as l i m i ted to  on l y  w i th i n  the wh i te commun i ty. 
The ro l e  of consc ience however i s  not s imp l y  to des ignate who be longs i n s i de  o r  
outs ide o f  the com mun i ty, bu t  a l s o  to regu l ate behav ior  w i th i n  the com mun i ty. 
A l though th i s  consc ience regu l ates a p a rthe id  by push i ng  peop le  of co lor  outs i d e  
of t he  bounds of t he  mora l  com mun i ty, i t  i s  no t  conceptu a l i zed as a rac ist  con
sc ience by i ts adherents bu t  as  a mora l consc ience.  The emph as i s  i s  not on rac i a l  
exc l u s i on, b u t  commun i ty a n d  mora l regu l at ion .  Aparthe i d  a n d  rac i sm a re the 
effects of th i s  consc ience yet the emphas i s  i s  on encourag ing mora l behav ior a s  
expressed no t  j u st through race but  through respect ab l e  gender  ro les and  sex u a l  
codes. To understand t h e  way  t h a t  th i s  consc ience i s  e l a borated we  need to look  
at the way i t  funct ions not  on l y  to  rac i a l l y  segregate, bu t  a l so to  i ntern a l l y  regu 
l a te t h e  wh i te com mun i ty. For, i s  i t  not c l e a r  t h a t  segregat ion i s  i m portant no t  jus t  
for what  i s  kept  out bu t  a l so  wha t  i s  defended w i th i n? 

Th i s  type of a n a l ys i s ,  on the p roduct ion of  a wh i te rac i a l  i dent i ty as  a cen
tra l com ponent of wh i te s up rem ac is t  soc iety, wou l d  be i m poss i b le wi thout  over 
a centu ry of wr i t i ngs and scho l a rs h i p  show ing  the soc i a l l y  constructed and rel a 
t iona l natu re of race as  the const ituent e lement of  rac i sm .  As ear ly  as the 1890' s 
WE.B. Du Bo is  was wr i t i ng tha t  race was soc i a l l y  constructed and not a b i o l og i 
ca l  fact: "perh aps  i t  i s  wrong to  speak  of i t  [race] at a l l  as a concept rather  th an  
as a group  of contrad i cto ry forces, facts, and  tendenc ies ." I n  the  trad i t ion  of  Du 
Bo is' cr i t i ca l  ant i - rac i sm scho l a rs h i p, a body of theory i nterrogat ing the soc i a l l y  
constructed natu re of race ha s  developed, fu rthered b y  the work of  Derr i ck  Bel l ,  
K imberl y Krensh aw, Cheryl H a rr i s, among others, wh i c h  i s  c a l l ed co l l ecti ve l y  
Cr i t i c a l  Race Theory. Wh i l e  or ig i n a l l y  focus i ng  on rac i sm a nd  t h e  l aw, i t  ha s  come 
to be more broad ly  understood as  theor ies  attempt ing to cr i t i ca l l y  grapp l e  w i th  
the  rea l i ty of  rac i sm i n  the post-C iv i l R ights Un i ted States .  Together these  works 
exp lore how rac i sm cont i nues to stru ctu re US soc i ety des p i te the de-cod i fi ca t ion  
of overt wh i te s up remacy and changes i n  popu l a r  u ndersta nd i ngs of  race i n  the 
contempora ry Un i ted States .  

Out  of cr i t i c a l  race theory has  grown a fi e l d  of  study s pec i fi c a l l y  focused 
on ex p lor i ng  the construct ion of wh i teness as a rac i a l  category. Wh i l e  wh i teness 
stud i es h ave tended to focus  on the everyd ay  forms of rac i a l  pr iv i l ege and p rej u 
d i ce wh i c h  stru ctu re wh i te i dent i ty a n d  i ts re l at ions to wh i te s u p remacy, there 
have a l so been severa l stud ies focus i ng  on o rgan ized wh i te s u p remac i s t  thought  
and act i v i sm .  Part i c u l a r l y  usefu l  to  th i s  study  ha s  been Dav id  Go l dberg's Rac i s t  
Cu l tu re and Cha rles M i l l s' The Rac i a l  Contract . Both  works a re l a rge l y  focused 
on show ing  the rac i a l l y  exc l u s i ve roots of  p h i l osophy, modern i ty, and l i bera l i sm .  

Th i s  study attempts to b u i l d  on t h e  i n s igh ts deve loped i n  cr i t i c a l  race 
theory and cr i t i c a l  wh i teness stud ies a bout  the soc i a l  construct ion of  wh i teness,  
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bu t  expands  the ana l ys i s  through an engagement w i th theor ies of nat ion a l i sm  to 
exp l o re the var i egat ion of wh i teness .  Bened i ct Anderson's I m ag ined Com mun i 
t ies  h igh l ights t h e  way  th at  nat iona l i sm  serves to actu a l l y  construct a n  i m ag i ned 
com mun i ty, cre at i ng  what Ernest Renan  c a l l s  "a l a rge-sca le  so l i d a ri ty" th rough 
regu l at i ng the  leg i t im ate ro les and i dent i t ies of  com mun ity members .  Gh assan 
H age c h a l l enges that  a l l  rac i a l  p ra ct i ces a re actu a l l y  better descr i bed a s  nat ion a l 
i s t  pract ices .  He wr i tes t h a t  t h e  concept of "raC i a l l y  mot ivated pract i ces" i s  a fa l 
l acy a s  "even the be l i ef  that  there i s  a h i era rchy o f  races o r  cu l tu res, i s  not i n  i tse l f  
a mot i vat i ng ideo logy. Rac i sm on  i ts own does not ca rry w i th i n  i t  an  i m perat i ve 
for act ion ." Rac i st act ion is connected to a "wh i te nat ion" fantasy, where na ti o n a l s  
yea rn for a c l e a r l y  estab l i s hed pr iv i l eged rel at ionsh i p  w i t h  a nat ion-state. Th i s  
sense of  ent i t lement i s  i nherent ly l i n ked to t he  nat iona l 's se l f-concept, therefo re 
the i r  behav io r  i s  seen as se lf-mot ivated as op posed to connected to a rac i a l l y  pr iv 
i l eged na ti o n a l i sm .  The l i nk  between rac i a l  p rejud i ce and a need to a ct on them i s  
more connected to nat iona l  rather than  s imp l y  rac i a l  ident i ty. To t h i s  end, race i s  
a lways s p a ced and  wh i teness i s  com m i tted to rep roduc i ng  wh i te s paces .  Study i ng  
the n at ion a l i s t  e lements of  wh i teness as op posed to  just  i ts su prem ac i s t  a spects 
is i n s ightfu l ,  showing th at wh i l e  wh i teness is a bout cu l tu re and su premacy it a l so 
funct i ons  as  a n  i m ag ined com mun i ty that  i s  expressed spat i a l l y  and i s  regu l a ted 
by gendered s u bjectiv i t i es  and sexua l i zed i dent i t ies .  Such an a n a l ys i s  thus a l lows 
for an exp l o rat ion of the way wh i teness is l i ved in var ied mean i ngs and i dent i 
t ies .  

li ke a l l  commun i ti es, the n at iona l  i m ag i ned com mun i ty i s  organ i zed by 
gender, sexu a l i ty, and c l ass as wel l as race .  Stud ies of nat iona l i sm  a l l ow for an 
a n a l ys i s  of  the ways that these d i fferent i dent i ty categori es a re t ied together 
through  mora l  regu l at ion .  l ink ing stud ies  of Western nat iona l i sm,  p a rt i cu l a r l y  the 
work of  George Mosse, to th is  study of an  apa rthe id  consc i ence e l u c i d ates how a 
fea r  of  degeneracy and des i re for respectab i l i ty fue l  and t ie together  a ded i cat ion 
to ra c i s t, heterosex i s t, and sex is t  p ract ices and i dent i t ies .  Th rough th i s  i m ag i n i ng, 
nat ion a l i sm  funct ions as a regu l at ion of mora l i ty, and the imagi ned wh i te n at ion 
ensures tha t  th i s  mora l i ty i s  bounded by race .  Sherene Razack wr i tes, "Race con
tamin ates mora l i ty t h rough i n fecti ng the very p rem i se of pershonhood." I t  i s  the 
trans l at ion of  embedded rac i s t  d i fferent iat ion i nto a govern i ng consc ience that  
fac i l i tates wh i te i nvo lvement i n  both perpetu at ing and defend i ng  rac i a l  a p a rthe id  
and wh i te s up remacy. These rac i a l  found at ions and the i r  resu l t i ng  re l a t ionsh i ps 
both serve to create a wh i te i denti ty. As Dav id Go ldberg wr i tes :  

Soc i a l  re l a t ions a re const itut ive of persona l  and soc i a l  i dent i ty, and a 
centra l p a rt of the order  of such re l at ions i s  the pe rce i ved need, the requ i rement 
for s u bjects to g ive an account of the i r act ions .  These accounts may assume the 
b a re fo rm of  exp l anat ion, but  they usu a l l y  tend more i m perat i ve ly to l eg i t imate or  

24 



The Apartheid Conscience: Gender, Race, and Re-imagining the White Nation in Cyberspace 

to just i fy acts (to oursel ves or others) . Mora l i ty is the scene of th i s  l eg i s l a t ion and 
just i fi cat ion .  

Thus, wh i tes who a re both const i tu ted by the a p a rthe id  state but  who  
a l s o  leg i t im ate a nd  cement t h i s  segregat ion, descri be and  understand the i r  mot i
vat ions and act ions as fo l l ow ing  a spec i fi c  mora l i ty. But, mora l i ty imp l ies  not j u st 
a mot ivat ion to d i st ingu i s h  between good and  ev i l  and  r ight  from wrong, bu t  a l so  
a focus on good or r ight condu ct. A l though I a m  work i ng  to  s how the way that  
race serves as the mora l  boundary ma rker a round the wh i te com mun i ty, I do not  
mean to  i m p l y  that  th i s  a p a rthe id  consc ience regu l ates a l l  wh i tes eq u a l l y  and  i n  
the same way. To tru l y  understand the configurat ion of  t h i s  consc ience we must  
i n terrogate the ways wh i c h  race i ntermi ng les w i th and enforces o ther  as pects o f  
t h i s  nat iona l  consc ience, p a rt i cu l a r ly  t h e  convergence of  c l ass,  gender, a n d  sexu 
a l i ty i n  defi n i ng mora l i ty a nd  i dent i ty. 

Rac i sm was h i stori ca l l y  just i fied not as  a way  to defend wh i te power, 
but as a defense of wh i te mora l i ty and res pectab i l i ty. The l i n ks between mora l i ty, 
gender, sexu a l i ty, and rac i sm a re ev ident  t h roughout  the  h i sto ry of  U.S .  rac i sm a s  
rac i a l  v io lence wa s  cons i stent ly  just i fied as defend i ng  wh i te women from t h e  per
ce ived threaten i ng natu re of  b l ack and  Fi rst N at ions ma l e  sexu a l i ty. Andrea Sm i th 
q uotes Ann Lau ra Sto l e r  that  i m per i a l  and rac i s t  soc iet ies "cast wh i te women a s  
t he  bearers of mora l rac i s t  i m peri a l  o rder." Sm i th  wr i tes that  Amer ican co lon i a l 
i s m  conceived o f  N at ive bod ies  a s  "i mm anent ly po l l u ted w i th sexua l  s i n," fra m i ng  
Nat ive men  as pos i ng  a sexua l  th reat  to wh i te women desp i te t he  fact t h a t  such  a 
th reat was v i rtu a l l y  nonex i s tent. S im i l a r l y, the l ynch i ng c ampa igns wh i c h  secu red 
wh i te s up remacy after Reconstruct i on i n  the South were v i rtu a l l y  a l l  organ ized 
a round the perceived th reats b l ack men posed to wh i te women.  Showing  these 
connect ions exposes that  much  rac i s t  v io l ence and rac ist  be l i ef,  though accom 
p l i s h i ng rac i a l  pr iv i l ege a n d  oppress ion,  a re c l ea rl y  t i e d  to sexu a l i ty a n d  gender  
and a re moti vated by a fea r  of safety and of mora l  transgress ion .  Conceptu a l i z i ng  
bod ies of co lo r  as i n herent ly mora l l y  and sexu a l l y  t h reaten ing forec loses even 
the thought  of the i r  i nc l us ion  i n  the mora l  com mun i ty and perpetuates a p a rthe i d  
t h rough conti n u a l l y  recyc l i ng  the  fea r  of rac i a l  Others .  

To exp lore th i s  a p a rthe id  consc ience and i ts connect ion to wh i te na t i on 
a l i sm I h ave chosen to  study the group  most  adamant ly  comm i tted to  defi n i ng, 
e l a borat i ng, and defend i ng  th i s  consc ience and the l i n k  between wh i teness and  
nat iona l i sm :  the contem pora ry wh i te nat ion a l i st movement. Wh i l e  many denounce 
the wh i te n at ion a l i s t  movement as a per i phera l group, i n  th i s  s tudy  I recogn i ze 
that  a l though the movement ex i sts on the fray, t ha t  understand i ng  its weave i s  
i n formative of what  i s  i nscr i bed i n  t he  b roader  soc i a l  fabr i c .  A l though t he  move 
ment represents an oss i fi cat ion and a m p l i fi cat ion  of  b roader  rac ist and nat i on a l i st 
dynam ics, as the fray  i t  a l so h as much to te l l  us a bout  the patterns that  s h a pe and  
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rep roduce wh i te s u p rem acy. My i ntent ion is then not to s imp l y  denounce the s i te 
and  i ts p a rt i c i p ants, bu t  to trace i ts i nner log ic. Desp i te the i r core founders hav i ng  
begun  rac i a l  a c t i v i sm i n  t he  KKK, as  a movement wh i te nat iona l i sm  defi nes i tse l f  
no t  as  a s u p remac i s t  movement but  a nat ion a l i st one. A l though rac i sm c l ea r l y  
o rgan i zes the d i scourse on the s i te, the d i scuss ion a l so  focuses on e l a borat i ng  the  
perce i ved need  for a p a rthe id  and a rt i cu l a t ing wha t  apa rthe id  p rotects. Th rough 
showing the mean i ng  of  the movement and the moti vat ion to p a rt i c i p ate by i ts 
members my goa l  i s  to show the o rgan izat ion of th i s  a p a rthe id  consc ience .  

There a re severa l p rob l ems  wi th  study ing  a fri nge grou p l i ke wh i te n a 
t i ona l i sm w i t h  t h e  i ntent of u nderstand i ng  more ma i nstream p racti ces and  ident i 
t ies .  As I ment ioned above, the fr i nge i s  often defined aga i nst the m a i nstream 
as op posed to  rep resent i ng i t. We cannot gua rantee t ha t  wh i te nat ion a l i sm  a s  a 
fr i nge soc i a l  movement i s  s imp l y  an  extreme vers ion  of  more popu l a r  be l i e fs and  
p ract i ces .  They a re on the fri nge because of  the i r  ded i cat ion to  ch ang ing dom i 
n ant pract i ces not s upporti ng them.  An exa mp l e  i s  the extreme ant i -Sem i t i sm 
found  th roughout  the webs i te b l am i ng  Western states and g l oba l  p rob l ems  as 
be i ng contro l l ed  by ZOG, wh i te s up remaci s t  shorthand for the Ant i -Sem i t i c  con
s p i racy of  a Z ion i st Occupat ion Government. A l though ant i - Sem i t i sm i s  w ide 
sp read  th roughout  the Un i ted States, t he  l evel of ant i -Semi t i sm,  pa rt i cu l a rl y  seen 
i n  a l oa th i ng of  I s rae l  and a v io lent  h atred of Jews as non -wh i te, i s  not m atched in 
b roader  soc i ety and i s  certa i n l y  not represented in po l i cy. I contend th at  desp i te 
these ch a l l enges th i s  com pari son's usefu l ness outwe ighs i ts potenti a l  p rob l ems .  

I n  a n  essay  about  her  study of women i n  wh i te supremac i s t  movements, 
Kath leen B lee wr i tes that  a l though the " ideas that  rac i s t  act iv i sts s h a re about  
wh i teness a re more consc ious, e l a borated, and t igh t l y  connected to  po l i t i c a l  ac 
t ion  t h an  those  of ma i nstream wh i tes they a l so reflect the  v i ews of wh i teness 
dom inan t  in m a i nstream cu l tu re." A l though wh i te nat ion a l i sm  i s  not ent i re l y  re p
resentat i ve of  the ma i nstream,  i t  i s  pa rt of  a h i story of wh i te rac i a l  o rgan iz i ng  
tha t  stems  back  to  the  abo l i t i on  of s l avery. The founder of Storm front, Don  B l ack, 
and  the po l i t i c a l  l eader  of  the movement, Dav id  Duke, both began the i r  rac i st 
ca reers i n  the Ku K l ux  K lan .  S i nce the yea r  fo l l ow ing the end of  the C i v i l  War, 
the KKK h a s  been the o rgan i zati ona l  man i festat i on of wh i te res istance to rac i a l  
c hange through every m ajor  per iod of potent i a l  rac i a l  change i n  t h e  U.S .  Wh i te 
nat ion a l i sm  i s  thus  pa rt of a centu ry long trad i t ion  of defend ing wh i teness and 
the wh i te commun i ty from rac i a l  change and rac i a l  Others .  As the sel f-defi ned 
border  guards of  wh i teness, wh i te nat ion a l i sts h ave much  to contri bu te about  
what  t h i s  res i stance to  rac i a l  ch ange i s  about, a bout  the im portance to wh i teness 
of segregated space, and of  the wh i te just i fi cat ion of th i s  segregat ion .  

Th i s  p a per i s  b ased on mon i tor ing and  ana l yz i ng the d i s course of the 
on l i ne  h u b  of  t h i s  movement, the b u l l et i n boards  of stormfront .org. I h ave chosen 
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to a n a l yze the d i scuss ion in th i s  on l i ne com mun i ty for m any reasons .  Storm front  i s  
not a forma l  group, b u t  an  e l ectron i c  meet i ng grounds  w i th j u st u nder 100,000 
wh i te rac i a l  act i v i s t  members from a var i ety of d i fferent o rgan izat i ons; i t  i s  th u s  
an  i d e a l  s i te for trac ing t h e  b roadest be l i e fs of  t h e  movement, as  opposed to jus t  
study ing one organ izat ion .  The on l i ne venue a l so prov ides  a u n i q ue poss i b i l i ty for 
the study of wh i te nat ion a l i sm  as i t  i s  both semi - p ri vate ( i nd i v i d u a l s  can engage 
i n  extended, heated and seem ing ly  persona l  debates) bu t  a l so semi - p u b l i c  (any
one on l i ne can  watch these debates unfo l d  and often can contr i b ute to them) .  I 
thus had access to a w ide  var i ety of rants and d i a logues, between new members 
and o ld movement comrades, potent i a l  recru i ts and  sen i o r  moderators, and a nt i
rac i s t  ch a l l engers and member's responses .  Stormfront member's demogra p h 
i c s  covered a b road range of  be l i efs a n d  geogra phy, w i th neo -pagans,  N at iona l  
Soci a l i sts, and Chr i st i an  Ident i ty enth us i asts convers i ng  together across North 
and South Amer ica ,  Europe, South Afr ica ,  and Austra l i a . The top i CS ranged from 
bana l  conversat ions to esoter i c  p h i l osoph i c a l  rants to heated and ongo ing  debates. 
Th rough th i s  d i vers i ty of  types of wr i t i ng and wr i te rs the b u l l et i n  boards  cover  
the b readth of wh i te nat ion a l i s t  be l i efs and serve as  an  excel lent  s i te to  study  the 
mean ing of th i s  movement. The goa l  i n  attem pt ing to understand the log iC  of  the 
wh i te nat iona l i s t  movement i s  not to  i ncrease i ts accepta b i l i ty, but  to  understand 
i ts d raw. To better understand how to c h a l l enge wh i te s up rem acy we shou l d  
l earn how i t  i s  organ ized .  To recogn ize t he  p a radox of  Amer ican  eq u a l i ty for 
what  it i s, a raC i a l l y  bound concept of  eq u a l i ty, we have to understand the mora l  
regu l at ion wh i ch  perpetu ates the cont i nued be l i ef  i n  eq u a l i ty a l ongs ide  p ra ct i ces 
of i nequ a l i ty. I be l i eve that study ing what  the defenders of  wh i teness be l i eve 
they are defend ing can offer i ns ights i nto how wh i tes understand and perpetu a l l y  
defend the i r  wh i teness. B y  hear i ng the mot ivat ion o f  t h i s  c a l l  to wh i te nat ion a l 
i sm,  understand ing  what  a t  base these seekers a re seek ing, I am  hop ing  to revea l  
some i ns ights i nto how best to expose a n d  c h a l l enge a l l  man i festat ions of  wh i te 
nat iona l i sm .  

Contri butions 

Al though a va ri ety of scho l ars h ave stud ied the l i n k  between wh i te s u 
prem ac i s t  act iv i sts a n d  b roader  man i festat ions of  wh i te s up remacy, th i s  s tudy  
contr i butes to th i s  l i teratu re by engag ing w i th a new form of  d ata (on l i ne b u l l e t i n  
boards  i nstead of  i nterv iews or  l i teratu re rev i ews) and connect i ng the l i te ratu re 
about  wh i te sup rem acy with that  of nat ion a l i sm .  I be l i eve th i s  focus on n a t ion a l 
i sm  a l so a l l ows for a new type of i nterrogat ion of  the mean ing  o f  the movement .  
Un l i ke an ana l ys i s  of race and su premacy, study ing  nat iona l i sm  opens up the 
i nq u i ry to show the way that  var ious  i dent i t ies (race, gender, c l ass, and sexu a l i ty) 
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a re i ntr i ca te ly  woven together in the i mag i n i ng of the commun i ty/n at ion and  thus  
re i n fo rce and  a re dependent u pon each other .  Th i s  i s  s ign i fi cant  because wh i te 
su premac i st and wh i te nat iona l i s t  movements h ave never on ly  focused on race a s  
a sepa rate o r  s i ngu l a r  i dent i ty, but  rather framed wh i teness as  a mora l commun ity 
defi ned by sexua l  codes and gender ro les .  Stud ies of nat ion a l i sm  he l p to show the 
way that these var ious i dent i t ies a re regu l a ted by s h a red mora l i ty, wh i c h  when 
a p p l i ed to stud ies of wh i te nat ion a l i sm a l l ows for a better i nterrogat ion of  the 
mot ivat ion and mean i ng  of the movement. Scarce ly l i tt le has been wr i tten a bout  
the na t ion a l i st e lements to  th i s  new wh i te sup remac i st movement. 
There a re two other s ign i fi cant  contr i but ions that  th i s  study  ma kes to the scho l 
a rs h i p  ex p lo r i ng  wh i te s up rem acy a n d  wh i te nat ion a l i sm .  The fi rst i s  showing 
the q u a l i ta t ive ly  d i fferent ro les that  anti -Semi t i sm and rac i sm p l ay i n  the wh i te 
su premac i st The re a re two other s ign i fi cant  contr i b ut ions that  th i s  study  m a kes 
to the scho l a rs h i p  exp lor i ng  wh i te su p remacy and wh i te i m ag i n at ion .  A l though 
not  enough l i te ratu re exp lo res the rel at ions h i p and d i st i nct ion between rac i sm 
and  ant i - Sem i t i sm ,  the conversat ions on  Stormfront s how that  J ews p l ay a d i s 
t i nct ly  d i ffe rent ro l e  i n  wh i te nat ion a l i sm  t h an  do peop le  of co lor/i nd igenous  peo
p le .  Whereas peop le  of  co lor  a re v iewed i n  wh i te nat iona l i sm  as  a l i ens  o r  wha t  
Cha rles  M i l l 's c a l l s  "s u bpersons," i n sp i r i ng  fear  i n  wh i tes bu t  pos i ng  a t h reat  
eaS i l y  conta i ned through protecti ng rac i a l  d i fference and d i stance, J ews a re con
ce ived a s  stra ngers who troub l e  the very concepts of race and nat ion u pon wh ich  
wh i te nat ion a l i sm i s  based .  Wh i te nat ion a l i sts a p pear  to  be obsessed w i th J ews 
and with a ttem pt ing to teach other wh i tes to v iew Jews not just as  non-wh i te, bu t  
as  evi l .  I n  t h i s  study I attempt to  e l aborate the d i fferences between rac i sm and  
ant i -Sem i t i sm i n  wh i te nat ion a l i sm .  And,  the fi n a l  s ign i fi cant contr i bu t i on  t h i s  
study  m a kes i s  i n  fu rther  exp lo r i ng  the  natu re of the rac i a l  t h reats fea red by wh i te 
su p remac i sts. Th i s  paper  focuses on the m ajor themes I found on Storm front and 
exp l o res the b roader  i m p l i c at ions th i s  study  suggests. 

Family values 

At the core o f  the mora l order, of the im agi ned wh i te n at ion, i s  the het
erosexu a l  fam i l y  wh i ch i s  seen as the a potheos is  of wh i te mora l i ty, the b io log i ca l  
and mora l  reproduct ion of wh i teness .  And wh i l e  the  movement on Storm front 
i s  defi ned by i ts oppos i t ion as  h a te i n sp i red, i t  cou l d  j u st as eaS i l y  be descr i bed 
by i ts members as focus i ng  on fam i l y  va l ues, though a type of va l ues framed by 
unacknowledged v io l ence. In the wh i te nat ion a l i s t  im ag i nat ion the fam i l y  i s  the 
metonym of wh i te mora l i ty, re present ing rac i a l  pu r ity and respecta b i l i ty. Cr i t i c a l  
scho l a rs J enn i fer  F l u r i and Loa rra i ne Dow ler  wr i te "the fam i l y  trope rep resents 
the found at ion of  wh i te pu r i ty, beca use i t  i s  the embod iment of  rac i a l l y  'pure' 
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rep rod uct ion and the idy l l i c  construct ion of the wh i te nat ion." The d i scuss ion  
throughout the Storm front webs i te i s  h igh l y  gendered and  focused on rep roduc 
t i on .  Dev i ant sexu a l i t ies  and  gender  ro les,  lega l i zed a bort ion and  d i vorce, a nd  
non-nuc lear  fam i l y  forms a re a l l  seen as d i rect attacks on wh i teness, one  mem
ber wr ites, "The d i s p l a cement of ou r  trad i t i ona l  fam i l y  stru ctu re has  been  ou r  
enemy's most powerfu l  weapon aga i nst  us ." 

The rac i a l  warr iors on Storm front see themse lves as  defenders of the 
wh i te race, thus  protecto rs of the i r  h i story, cu l tu re, and sense of sel f. They frame  
themse lves as v ig i l a ntes, l i ke t h e  cowboy heroes i n  Western dramas, p rotect i ng  
the i r  homes and commun i t ies  from the uncerta i n  d a rk threats wh i ch  l i nger on  
t he  outsk i rts of the i r  commun i ty, ready  to attack or  be attacked. Th i s  a rt i c u l a t ion 
i s  based on the hyper-mascu l i ne warr ior, the strong man, w i l l i ng  to defend h i s  
fam i l y  b y  whatever means poss i b le .  As Abby Ferber wr i tes, the "centra l p roject 
of  the contem porary wh i te s up rem ac i s t  movement i s  the a rt i c u l at ion of  a wh i te 
ma l e  i dent i ty." But, just  as  cruc i a l  i n  wh i te nat ion a l i sm ,  wha t  these warr iors a re 
defend i ng, i s  the fem i n i ne wh i te mother and  the home and c h i l d ren she cu l t i vates .  
Th i s  d i v i s ion  of wh i teness, between rep roduct ion and border  protection i s  h igh l y  
gendered i n  i tse l f. With i n  the home women bear  a n d  ra i se c h i l d ren wh i l e  men 
defend and protect i t. 

A women's comm i tment to the movement i s  c a l l ed  i n to q uest ion i f  she  
doesn't take her fi rst res pons i b i l i ty, p rocreat i on, ser i ous l y. One  member  wr i tes 
"i f you h ave no c h i l d ren and des i re no c h i l d ren, un less you a re physi c a l l y  u n ab l e  to 
bear/produce c h i l d ren, I person a l l y  w i l l  h ave a h a rd t ime tak ing you seri ou s l y  as 
a WN." Another  member res ponded, "EXACTLY! A l l  t h i s  ta l k  a bout p reserv i ng  
the Wh i te race, bu t  no t  actu a l l y  want i ng  to  p roduce the next generat ion that  w i l l  
p rese rve us .  I just  don't get i t. I know I am thought  'd i v i s i ve' with  these be l i e fs 
but  th i s  sums i t  ALL up :  Without the next generat ion of  Wh i te c h i l d ren, ou r  race 
WILL die and there w i l l  be noth i ng  left to fight for." Break i ng with th i s  str ict  
understand i ng  of gender i s  seen as unq uest ion ab l y  defy ing  the natura l  order. An 
other woman  wr i tes, 'We don't  wan t  or  respect l i t t le boys who are a fra i d  t o  a ct 
l i ke a man ." Th i s  imp l ies that  the focus  of c h i l d - rear i ng  i s  not s imp l y  on  re pro
duc i ng  wh i te bab ies, but  on tra i n i ng  wh i te b a b ies in the i r  p roper gender ident i ty. 
The i m p l i cat ion of not respect ing " l i tt le  boys who a re a fra i d  to act l i ke a man" i s  
that  these women w i l l  teach  boys about  imp roper mascu l i ne behav ior, a n d  l i ke l y  
do t he  same for g i r l s .  The d r ive for wh i teness i s  a l so a c a l l  t o  ch a l l enge chang i ng  
gender ro les .  One  young women wr i tes :  

As a young adu l t, i t's d i s a ppo i nt i ng to see the ro les of  men and wom a n  
turn i ns i de  out. The ZOG m ach i ne s h ap i ng  the tod ay's woman  to be more 
v ic ious l y  snobby, greedy, mean, tras hy and  one cou ld  say uncar i ng  and  
unwoman ly. Men  a l so  turned th i s  way. Certa i n  persons h ave p red i cted 
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t h i s  i n s i de  out  and backwards reverse ro les .  I t' s  not hea l thy, logi c a l l y  
r ight, o r  wha t  natu re i ntended .  
I n  th i s  schema  any threat  to p atr i a rch a l  gender  ro les  i s  seen as a rac i a l  
t h reat. Take for i nstance the fo l l owing q uote d i scuss i ng fem i n i sm :  
Men  h ave lost the i r  way. Men  were once cons idered t he  b readwi nners .  
Now they  a re the rep l aceab les  often m ak ing l e s s  than  and  be i ng  depen
dent  on the i r  w ives .  Poverty rates r i s i ng, those ho l d i ng  onto the d ream 
of  a two pa rent home strugg l i ng, i t' s  a l l  just  a b i - p roduct of  a movement 
des igned to destroy us .  
Th roughout  the s i te the b reakdown of  pa tr i a rch a l  gender  ro les i s  fra med 

not on ly  a s  a t h reat  to  wh i teness but  a l so as destroy ing wh i te ma le  econom i c  
power. I n  t h i s  natu ra l i zed rac i a l , heterosexu a l  log ic, gender prov i des t he  orga
n i zat ion of  wh i teness and he l ps to protect econom ic  sta b i l i ty. I t  i s  in the perfor
m ance of  these str ict gender  categor ies that  wh i teness w i l l  be protected and ,  
t h rough  the  heterosexu a l  rep roduct ion of  wh i te b ab i es, the wh i te race w i l l  be  
saved .  

To Stormfront  women the on ly  way to m a i n ta i n  a sense of  respectab i l i ty 
i s  to d a te and  m ate w i th wh i te men .  One member wr i tes that  a l though she  wasn't 
ra i sed "rac i a l l y  aware," the wh i te nat iona l i st descr i ptor for wh i tes who a re con
sC i ous l y  wh i te nat ion a l i st, that she "was taught res pectab l e  va l ues and i nst i l l ed 
w i th a sense and  i m portance of honoura b i l i ty." For her then a comm i tment to 
respecta b i l i ty and  honor a re i m p l i c i t l y  connected to a comm i tment to wh i teness .  
Th i s  theme of honor i s  a l so connected to mora l  degeneracy: 

I fight  the fight to ma i nta i n  the Wh i te her i tage and cu l tu re for futu re 
generat i ons .  Why i s  that  i m portant? I see the degenerat ion of mora l s, certa i n  
u r b a n  a reas  a re no l onger cons idered "c i v i l i zed", racem ix i ng ha s  c au sed v i o lence 
i n  p u b l i c  schoo l s  and  the Amer ican peop le  h ave become pac i fied as we lose more 
and  more r ights for the s a ke of "pub l i C  s afety". I fi nd i t  i n terest i ng  how there a re 
no q u a rant i nes of d rug  res i stant, h i gh l y  i n fecti ous  d i seases for the s a ke of "pu b l i c  
s a fety". 

Th i s  l e ap  from wh i te cu l tu re to mora l  degeneracy, t h reats to c iv i l i zat ion ,  
and  d isease i s  not a un i que  connect ion .  As Ann Lau ra Sto le r  demonstrates i t  i s  
d i scou rses of  sexua l i ty wh i ch  defi ne  both  the bourgeo i s  se l f and the borders of  
the n at ion ,  correl a t i ng d i seases and mi scegenat ion as b i o log ica l threats .  And as 
George Mosse exp l i c ates i n  h is  study of  the emergence and dom inance of nat ion
a l i sm i n  Europe, res pectab i l i ty serves as  the nat iona l u n i fi er, connect i ng sexua l i ty, 
gender, and race ro l es .  Wh i teness, sexua l  pur i ty, and trad i t i ona l  gender ro les a l l  
form a nexus  of res pectab i l i ty. A s  one Storm front member wr i tes s h e  i s  d rawn to 
wh i te nat ion a l i sm  wi th  ''[tJ he  hope to h ave good c l ean  Whi te b ab ies w i th a good  
c l e an  Wh i te m an." 
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Th is  mora l  pu r i ty is i nt im ate ly  t ied to the heterosexu a l  fam i l y. A thread 
a bout  the i ssue of  gay ma rr i age defends ma rri age as  a p reem inent heterosexu a l  
i nst i tut ion im portant to the ma i ntenance o f  wh i te cu l tu re .  One member wr i tes, 
'The whole promot ion of  gay ma rri age i s  just  one more, of many attem pts to 
destroy our soc iety and  redefi ne our defi n i t ions of  r ight and  wrong, so they c an  
fu rther weaken and demora l i ze us ." Another post exp l a i ns that  wh i te nat ion a l 
i sts shou l d  oppose g a y  ma rr i age b y  br i ng ing t h e  d i scuss ion b a c k  to p rocreat ion .  
They wr i te, '' I ' l l  te l l  you why q ueers shou ld  not be ma rr ied,  nor accepted.  I t' s  very 
s im p le .  Marr i age i sn' t  a bout  the two peop le  i nvo l ved, whether they're q ueer o r  
stra ight. I t' s  a bou t  t he  ch i l d ren s u ch  a un i o n  wou l d  p roduce, and/or  ca re for." The 
post cont i nues that  two men cannot ra i se a "soc i a l l y-sta b l e  adu l t" and "whether 
the ch i l d  i s  ra i sed by q ueer men or q ueer women,  he w i l l  be ra ised with  ser i 
ous ly  d i s h a rmon ious v a l ues-va l ues wh i c h  a re u l t im ate ly  dead ly  to ou r  race." 
A l though there i s  some d i s agreement about  whether or  not gay ma rr i age shou l d  
b e  accepted, the a rguments keep com ing  b a c k  to t h e  i d e a  t h a t  ma rr i age i s  rea l l y  
a contract between a man, a woman, a n d  the state whose pu rpose i s  about  s a fe
guard i ng  c h i l d ren. One member asserts, "Homosexu a l i ty and Nat iona l  Soci a l i s m  
do not come together. NS  rejects t h i s  d i sease a n d  shamefu l  behav ior  a n d  s o  does 
WN." 

Aliens and Strangers 

Although there a re s im i l a r i t ies between the fea rs of peop le  of co lo r  and  
of J ews i n  wh i te nat i ona l i sm, there a re q u a l i tat ive d i fferences between ant i -Sem i 
t i sm and rac i sm i n  the movement. A l though both i n sp i re fea r  and an imos i ty, rac 
i sm and  anti -Semit i sm h ave d i fferent h i stor ica l mean i ngs. Ph i losopher Ch a rl e s  
M i l l s a rgues that  a rac i a l  contract s upp l ements the soc i a l  contract i n  the West, 
casti ng peop le  of co lo r  outs i de  the rea l m  of h um an i ty, etern a l l y  ma rk ing the body 
of color as a l ien and other. Th i s  d i v i s i on  between a l i en  s ubpersons and persons 
req u i red e l a borate conceptua l  and phys i c a l  fram ing  of  bodies and i deas, p a rt i c u 
l a r l y  i n  co lon i a l  soc iet ies where there was much  i nterrac i a l  contact. Such  i s  t h e  
c a se  i n  t h e  Un i ted States, where t he  i nst i tut ion of  s l avery req u i red t h a t  Afr i can  
Amer icans  l i ve i n  i nt i m ate p rox im ity to  wh i tes, serv ing domest ic  d ut ies  and  even 
ra i s i ng  wh i te c h i l d ren .  A l though seen as  a l iens, peop le  of  co lor  were to l e rated 
w i th i n  a restri ct ive framework where the i r  movements and opt ions were a l most 
ent i re ly contro l led by wh i tes. Wh i te n at ion a l i sts fea r  that  th is  contro l  has s l i p ped 
and  these da rk bod ies, no l onger tota l l y  contro l l ed by wh i tes, a re im ag ined as  
threaten i ng  to  destroy wh i te soc iety. The fea r  i s  that  the "a l i ens" w i l l  s p read  the i r  
perce i ved immora l  and ch aot ic  natu re and transform the nat ion  i nto someth i ng  
a l i en  a nd  fore ign i tse l f. The two most popu l a r  man i festat i ons of  th i s  a l i en  i nvas i on  
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d i s cu ssed on Stormfront a re the fea r  of i nc reas i ng  numbers of i m m igrants of co lor  
and  the i dea  that  peop l e  of co lo r  a re v io l ent and a re engag ing i n  a race  war  w i th  
wh i tes .  

The fea r  of  i m m igrants of  co lor  i s  the theme of the cont i n u a l l y  pop u l a r  
th read  ent i t led "News from t h e  Border  {and why i t  s hou l d  be p rotected) ." Th i s  
t h read  focuses on  t he  U.S ./Mexi co border, wh i ch  a l s o  serves as  the metaphor i 
c a l  l i m i ts of  the wh i te na t i on  and the fronti e r  of wh i teness .  The border l ands  a re 
portrayed as  the new front ier, a l awless p l ace r i fe with  v io l ence fu l l  of  d angerous 
bod ies  a ttem pt i ng to cross over  and attack the wh i te nat ion .  The th read  beg ins  
w i th a n  a rt i c l e  l i n k  about  a fa rmer l i v i ng  on the U.S .  s i de  of the border  whose 
c ab i n  was  attacked w i th gunfi re after the farmer shot a t  drug- smugg lers cross i ng  
h i s  p roperty. Th i s  story exem p l i fies  the conce pt ion that  a porous  border  a l l ows 
for the i nfi l trat ion of  a cr im i n a l  and ch aot ic e lement i n to the Un i ted States .  Mem
bers respond to th i s  post w i th comments such  as  "I cannot th ink of a better reason 
to mine the border"  and "Min i ng  i t  i s  a n  excel l ent  idea !  A l so  beh ind the m i nefi e l d  
and  razorw i re fences, a road w i th Hum mers and Army so l d i e rs tak i ng  pot-shots 
at the Mex i cans." The posts portray a l l  Mex i can  undocumented i m m igrants as 
d rug  smugg lers or i nherent ly prone to v io lence, and as  th i s  l ast post shows, ad 
vocate v i o l ent so l u t ions .  

Ant i -Sem i t i sm ta kes a d i fferent form.  In  Bl ack  Sk i n, Wh i te Masks Franz 
Fanon c h a racterized the d i fference between rac i sm aga i nst b l acks as  a bod i l y  and 
sex u a l  p hob i a  versus  Ant i -Semi t i sm as focused on a fear  of econom i c  exp lo i t a 
t i on .  As Fanon  wrote regard i ng  rac i sm from a psychoana lyt i c  perspect i ve, "I n t he  
case of  the J ew, one  th i n ks of money and i ts cognates .  I n  that  of the  Negro, one  
th i n ks of  sex." Th i s  seems  to app ly  fa i r l y  wel l to  the  wh i te nat ion a l i s t  movement, 
w i th  peop le  of co lor  framed as p hys i c a l  th reats or sexu a l  th reats, w i th  i m m i 
grants a l so framed as econom ic  th reats, a n d  Jews framed as econom i c  a n d  cu l tu ra l  
th rea ts .  Wh i te nat ion a l i sts a l so recogn ize that  peop le  of co lor  pose a more con
ta i ned th reat  than Jews to wh i te su premacy because the race l i ne effect ive ly  seg
regates wh i tes from peop le  of co lo r  spat i a l l y  and re l ati ona l l y. Wh i l e  at d i fferent 
po i nts i n  U .S .  h i story Jews were v i ewed as rac i a l l y  other, i n  How J ews Became 
White Fo l ks & What that  Says a bout Race  i n  Amer ica, Ka ren Brodk in  wr i tes tha t  
de l i berate po l i c ies  i n  the post-WWII Un i ted States changed the rac i a l  status of  
J ews from non -wh i te to  wh i te .  Wh i l e  the m ajor i ty of Amer icans now v iew Jews 
as wh i te, wh i te n at ion a l i sts ma i nta i n  a v iew of Jews as  non-wh i te and see the i r  
cu rrent status i n  the rac i a l  major i ty as  i mmense ly threaten i ng. Th us, pa rt of the  
d i fference between ant i -Semi t i sm and rac i sm i n  the movement i s  respond ing to 
the fact that  J ews are not segregated rac i a l l y  i n  the same way as peop le  of co lor. 
Wh i l e  the ant i -Semi t i sm on the s i te i s  h i sto ri c a l l y  p recedented, i t  mu st be taught 
to many of  the new members .  Th i s  i s sue i s  summed u p  i n  the fo l l ow ing  post : 
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For the average wh i te person, the b l acks & mex i cans a re much  more of a 
rea l  th reat. They w i l l  m u rder, ra pe and  rob you, these facts a re i n  the newspapers 
every s i ngle  d ay. And,  yes they need to be dea l t  w i th  fi rst. That  sa id ,  to he l p de
ve lop a person i nto a WN, they do need to understand tha t  the Jews do the s ame  
th i ng, u s i ng  much  su bt ler  methods N atu ra l l y, t he  v a s t  amoun t  of  t he  peop le  i n  t he  
US a re ob l i v ious  to th i s  threat, desp i te the i r  very obv i ou s  contro l  of t he  med i a ,  
Wa l l  Street a nd  bank i ng. When a re they ever go i ng  t o  wake u p?? 

A l though most wh i tes s h a re in rac i st fea rs of  peop l e  of co lor, wh i te n a 
t ion a l i sts a re the more astute rac i s ts i n  b roaden ing the i r  rac i s t  awareness to 
i nc l ude  Jews. A l though s im i l a r  and re l ated to rac i sm,  Ant i - Semi t i sm i s  of a d i ffer 
ent q u a l i ty even though rac i sm and ant i -Semi t i sm both  endorse a v io lent exp u l 
s i on. Wh i l e  the rac i a l izat ion o f  peop le  o f  co lor  ens u res tha t  wh i te nat ion a l i sm  i s  
defended through secur i ng  segregat ion, t he  s l i p pery rac i a l  categor izat i on of J ews 
mandates d i fferent means for secu r i ng wh i te s up remacy. The fo l lowi ng  d i scu s 
s ion  thread from Stormfront exp l a i n s  the natu re of  wh i te nat iona l i sm's ram pa nt 
ant i -Semi t i sm .  I n  the th read "My feel i ngs on J ews," Storm front member I ndefens  
wr i tes that he  doesn't  understand the ant i -Jewish  obsess ion  on the s i te .  He  ac 
knowledges that  he's "stepp i ng i n to a snakes' den" when he wr i tes that  he  wants 
to post h i s  confus ion a round the "who le  'J ewi sh  th i ng'" but wants to hear  a rgu 
ments for ant i -Semi t i sm .  He beg ins :  

Let me say that  hav ing grown up in  an  u p per- c l ass  southern New Je rsey 
town, I know a lot of J ews, and my two best fr iends grow ing  up l i tera l l y  were Jew
i sh .  I attended the i r  b a r  m i tzvah s, went  wi th  them down the shore, etc. . . 1 became 
rac i a l l y  aware after l i v i ng  i n  a most l y b l ack  ne igh borhood, so when I fi rst began 
i dent ify ing as a WN, I d i d n't  see the b ig  dea l  about  J ews but  I kept  my mouth s h u t  
because I d i d n't wan t  to j u m p  r ight i nto t h e  pool  and  start mak i ng  waves. A l so, I 
wanted to keep an  open m ind  and hear  what peop l e  h ad  to say  on the i ssue .  

I ndefens cont i nues that  a l though he recogn i zes that  as a grou p J ews 
"pu l led the i r  we ight as  scho l a rs, h i stor i ans, enterta i ners and  so forth throughout  
h i story," he a l so recogn izes that  they a re a l so  "l a rgel y  respons i b l e  for the mu l t i 
cu l tu ra l i sm t h a t  i s  destroy ing ou r  western nat ions" t h u s  h ave l i ke ly  caused more 
d amage th an  good i n  the Western .  He recogn i zes that  there i s  a q u a l i ta t i ve gap  
between h i s  v i ews aga i nst t he  ro l e  of J ews i n  s upport i ng mu l t i c u l tu ra l i sm and  t he  
vehement ant i -Semi t i sm i n  wh i te nat ion a l i sm  and asks, "So, i s  there someth i ng  
i m portant I 'm  m i s s i ng, here?" 

The Neo-Naz i s  and H i t l e r  s upporters undertake I ndefens' educat ion  
about  the s ign i fi c a nce and mean i ng  of  ant i -Semi t i sm,  w i th the fi rst rep l y  g i v i ng  
a l i nk to  t he  Amer ican Naz i  Pa rty. Th rough t he  ensu i ng  exchanges he  s hows he  
fa i l s  to  grasp t he  true threat  of  t he  J ew i n  the wh i te nat ion a l i s t  im ag ina t ion  and  
so another member co i n s  i n  w i th t h i s  c l a ri fi c at ion, "J u st i n  case i t  h asn't  been 
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stated d i rect l y  . . .  They a re EVI L ! ! "  Th rough more posts i n ters pers i ng accusat ions  
about  dece i t, greed, an  ant i -wh i te i m perat ive, s u pport for mu l t i cu l tu ra l i sm,  and 
p l ans  to ta ke over  the wor ld ,  a l ong with com ments about  the i r  th reats to  wh i te 
mora l i ty, Storm front members coax I ndefens i n to ant i -Semi t i sm .  Respond ing to a 
suggest ion tha t  he  search the s i te for s im i l a r  p rev ious  posts he  responds, "Th anks! 
Wi l l  do ." H i s  comment i m p ly i ng  that  I ndefens is tak ing h i s  ant i -Sem i t i c  lessons 
seri o u s l y  from th is  o n l i ne com mun i ty. S im i l a r  conversat ions and convers ions  a re 
found  th roughout  the webs i te, suggest ing the s i te i s  rel at ive ly su ccessfu l  a t  re
c ru i t i ng  new Ant i -Sem i tes .  

These d i fferences between rac i sm and  ant i -Semi t i sm a re confu s i ng to 
those of us who  do not ascri be to them.  Zygmant Bauman's Modern i ty and the 
Ho locaus t  i s  usefu l  i n  he l p i ng to c l a r i fy these d i st i nct ions .  Bau m an descr i bes 
modern Western soc iet ies as  be ing organ ized l i ke a garden, with  race des ig
na t i ng  the  d angerous  and ch aot ic weeds from the beaut i fu l l y  cu l t ivated rows of  
the ga rden i ng  state. G i ven that  J ews a re now common ly  cons idered wh i te, the 
des ignat ion between who be longs in  the mora l  "garden" versus  who i s  actu a l l y  
t h rea ten i ng  t h a t  order  through the i r impu re rac i a l  essence becomes b l u rred. The 
de - rac i a l i zat ion of  J ews then i s  seen as i ncred i b l y  threaten i ng. On the other hand  
the extreme rac i a l i zat ion of  peop le  of co lo r  cont i nues to  c l ea rl y  deS ignate those 
who do  not be long i n  the soc iety and effect ive ly  segregates soc i ety a l ong the race 
l i ne .  Wh i l e  the rac i a l  status of J ews poses a d i fferent form of  rac i a l  t h reat, the 
concept of  the J ew actu a l l y  troub les the very idea of race wh i ch  a lso exacerbates 
a nt i -Sem i t i sm .  

Bauman  conce ives of the Jew as the "stranger" who unsett les rac i a l  and  
na ti ona l  i dent i ty categor ies .  When n at ion a l  i dent i ty became so i m portant i n  t he  
Modern  era, the Jews were, as Arendt noted '''a non-nat i ona l  e lement i n  a wor ld  
of  growing  o r  ex i s t i ng  n at i ons .'" As nat iona l i sm  grew in prom i nence, the i ntern a 
t iona l i ty of J ews c h a l l enged t h e  b i n a ries ho l d i ng t h e  not ion of t h e  nat ion a l  com 
mun ity together a nd, "The wor ld t ight ly  packed with nat ions a n d  nat ion - states 
a bho rred the non-nat iona l  vo i d .  J ews were in such a vo i d :  they were the vo id ." 
Th us  the J ews a re strangers i n  Europe, the i r  very ex istence be ly ing the categor ies  
which personhood and nat ionhood were pred i cated u pon.  But, u n l i ke the other 
races wh ich were c l ea r l y  and cons i stent ly defi ned as unass im i l a b l e  prob lems  in  
Europe i n  the ear ly  1900's, J ews "were an a nti - race, a race to underm i ne and  
po i son  a l l  o ther  races, to  s ap  not  just  the i dent ity of any race i n  pa rt i cu l a r, bu t  the  
rac i a l  order i tse l f." J ews posed an  i n su rmountab l e  c h a l l enge to  the creat ion of the  
u top i c  rati ona l  d ream of  order and fi x i ty, the i r  m ass exod us  from Europe was the  
pu rported on l y  so l ut ion and thus  the Ho locaust  when that  became unfeas i b l e .  

Wh i te nat ion a l i s t  h atred of Jews i s  then not s imp l y  about  po l i c i ng  the 
borders of  the rac i a l  contract, bu t  secur ing the very not ion of race that  governs 
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those borders .  Th rough comb i n i ng th i s  fea r  of the strangeness of J ews w i th tra 
d i t i ona l  ant i -Semi t i c  i deo logy of accus i ng  J ews of possess i ng  near ly  omn i potent  
power, Storm front members comb i ne cr i t i ques  of  what they refer  to as "J ew i s h  
s up rem acy" w i t h  more emot ion a l l y  l aden i n secur i t ies  a bout  t h e  destruct ive po 
tent i a l  of J ews; fear i ng the i r  "paras i t i c  n atu re," t h e i r  "embod i ment of  ev i l ," t he i r  
"cancerous" essence. J ews a re b l amed for t he  "p l ague  of mu l t i c u l tu ra l i sm," for 
s upport i ng mu l t i cu l tu ra l  po l i c ies  wh i c h  c h a l l enge wh i te s u p remacy, a cons p i racy 
wh ich  fi ts str i k i ng ly  i nto the h i stor i c a l  fea rs fue l l i ng  ant i -Semi t i sm .  As the race 
that destab i l i zes the very noti on of  race and nat ion a l i sm  and the race most con
s p i rator i a l l y  dep i cted as possess i ng i ncreas i ng ly  omn i potent contro l  over w h i te 
nat ions and c h a l l eng ing wh i teness and wh i te s up remacy. 

The nature of the threats 

Rac i a l  Others i nvoke fea r  i n  wh i te nat iona l i sts because they rep resent 
th reats to respectab i l i ty, pu r i ty and thus  the mora l  o rder  of  sOc iety. To fu rthe r  
understand t he  mean i ng  of  these th reats and the i r  perce ived destruct ive n ature 
i t  i s  usefu l  to look at po l i t i c a l  p h i losopher Er i c  Voege l i n's  a rgument that  the r i se  
of secu l a r i sm a l l owed for the growth of  the race i dea .  Voegel i n  wr i tes that  w i th 
the r ise of secu l a r i sm,  "we see the fi rst sym ptoms of  a p rocess that  we may  ca l l  
the externa l i zat ion o f  ev i l ," i n  wh i c h  rac i a l i zed others come to embody not jus t  
d i fference, but  an ev i l  or  s i n fu l  essence. The dem arcat ion of rac i a l i zed peop l e s  
as "Other" left wh i teness, the u nmarked rac i a l  category, as  the rac i a l  norm w h i l e  
i ts rac i a l ized fo i l  a l l owed for wh i teness to be im ag i ned as good a n d  mora l as op
posed to the i n he rent ly ev i l  rac i a l  Other .  Voege l i n  cont i nues, "Pa ra l le l  w i th the  
pos i t ive race idea  we fi nd the evo l ut ion of a counter- i dea ,  the i dea  of a counter 
race. The Satan i s t i c  i dea  of  the J ew i s  a theo log ica l l y  essent i a l  p a rt of the race 
symbo l ." Tak ing Voegel i n's  concept of race and the extern a l izat ion of  ev i l  a l ong 
with M i l ls' concept of the rac i a l  contract and i ts des ignat ion  of persons from  
s ub persons shows t h e  way  t h a t  t h e  rac i a l  Other serves to define  wh i tes as  mora l  
a n d  good a s  we l l  a s  rat i ona l  a n d  autonomous .  Extern a l i z i ng  evi l p rov ides  a doub l e  
pu rpose, both l eav ing t he  extern a l i z i ng  com mun ity c l ea r  of  ev i l  t hus  mora l l y  good 
wh i l e  a l so p rovi d i ng t h i s  commun ity with a constant fo i l  a s  a rem i nder  of  j ust 
how good that  commun i ty i s  as  com pared to the i n he rent ly  d a rk and ev i l  Other. 
The constructi on of a s ub person popu l at ion serves the same doub l e  pu rpose for 
esta b l i s h i ng the popu l at ion of fu l l  persons as  mora l  and rat i ona l  i n  contrast to the 
i nchoate m ass of sub persons .  

Wh i l e  both construct peop le  of color as  rac i a l l y  other or  a l i en, they a re 
a l so both project ions wh i c h  secure wh i te s u bject i v i ty as  mora l ,  rationa l ,  au tono
mous, and good .  I am  suggest ing that  to  better  understand the terro r  th a t  the  
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rac i a l  other  i n s p i res in the wh i te nat ion a l i s t  im ag inat ion we must exp l o re the 
rel a t ions h i p  between wh i teness and p roject ion .  As the race concept emerged 
concom i ta nt to European co lon i a l  expans ion, i t  i s  c l e a r  that  rac i a l  c l a s s i fi cat ion 
served to defend co lon i a l  v i o l ence. Th rough fram ing  co lon ized popu l at ions as pos
sess i ng  a rac i a l i zed essence wh ich was  i rrat i ona l ,  s u b - h uman, and i nherent ly  ev i l , 
the race concept just i fi ed  European co lon i a l  v io l ence wh i l e  s h i e l d i ng Europeans 
from the gu i l t  that  such  v io l ence wou l d  i nd uce.  By fram ing  rac i a l i zed peop les  a s  
savages and  sexu a l  t h reats to  wh i te women co lon i a l  v io l ence was  actu a l l y  con
strued a s  defend ing  respectab i l i ty. Yet p ro l i fi c  and horr i fy i ng  savage v io l ence 
was  condoned and  comm i tted by wh i tes i n  the Un i ted States as wel l a s  g loba l l y  
t h roughout  co lon i zat ion a n d  through the i nst i tut ion of  s l avery. A strange i nver
s ion occu rred however; whereas the v io l ence needed to secu re co lon i a l i sm  was  
i m mense the co lon ized popu l at ion was  a lways dep i cted as  the v io l ent and  savage 
com mun i ty. Th i s  i nvers ion  seems to h i nge on project ion .  

Project ion i s  defi ned as the p rocess of exte rna l i z i ng  negat ive fee l i ngs out
s ide the se l f.  The p roject ion must be constant ly  secu red as a n  extern a l  o bject so 
tha t  the s u bject i s  not overtaken by the i nterna l  ba tt le .  Wh i l e  a l l  p roject ions a re 
seen a s  extern a l  to those project i ng but  i n  actu a l i ty stem from the fea rs w i t h i n  the 
projector themse lves. Draw ing  on Lacan i a n  psychoana lys i s, Teres a  Brennan  a r
gues tha t  the p roject i on of  i nterna l  negat iv i ty i s  connected to the need to dom inate 
externa l  s p a ce, that  "the  var ious  pressu res and fea rs produce a sense of  spat i a l  
constr i ct i on and a fea r  of l o s s  of terr i tory. S i nce t he  sense of s e l f  depends on a 
certa i n  s p at i a l  defi n i t ion these pressu res h ave a persecutory fee l ;  they jeopa rd i ze 
th at  s p ati a l  defi n i t ion ." Th i s  fosters pa rano i a as the s ubject i s  both defi ned by, 
thus  rel i a nt u pon, externa l  o bjects and sp at i a l  contro l  to ma i nta i n  a sense of  se l f  
and  a l so generates fea r  that  e i ther  the objects w i l l  s h i ft or  the extern a l  p rojec
t ions  may retu rn to persecute the one who p rojects. There i s  t hus  a need to con
tro l s p ace i n  order  to secure the p roject i on .  

Rac i a l l y, the p roject i on of ev i l  as wel l as  ch aos, d i sorder, and  i m mora l i ty 
onto peop l e  of  co lor  i s  dependent on as  we l l  as i ns p i res a need fo r segregat ion .  
Due to fea r  of  encou nter ing the other, soc i a l  d i stance i s  ma i nt a i ned wh i c h  secures 
the projecti on as n atura l  and uncontested by re l at ionsh i ps .  A l though spat i a l  con
tro l  th rough segregat ion he lps  to secure the project ion th i s  is neve r com p l ete. So, 
"the  pass i fi e r  fears reta l i a t ion for the badness projected onto the other." The 
s ign i fi cant  fear  of peop le  of  co lor  i n  wh i te nat iona l i sm a l l u des to the questi on i f  
t h e  fea r  of  rac i a l  Others a n d  rac i a l  i n tegrat ion i s  actu a l l y  a fea r  o f  reta l i a t ing pro 
ject ions .  I t  i s  thus  usefu l  to  ask  what  t he  rac i a l  Other  represents to wh i te mora l i ty 
and s ubject iv i ty, a q uest ion wh i c h  po i nts to the rel i ance on d i stance from peop le  
of co lor  to  secu re the p roject ions wh ich  defi ne  wh i teness mora l l y. As J ames Ba ld 
w i n  so a pt l y  a rt i c u l a ted the p l i gh t, "I f I am not  who you say  I am,  then you a re not 
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who you th i n k  you a re, and that  i s  the c ri s i s." 
It i s  ev i dent from the conversat ions in Storm front  that  wh i te nat ion a l i s ts 

a re terr ified of a break-down i n  the rac i a l  contra ct because they fea r  that  wha t  
wh i tes have done to others w i l l  n ow be done t o  wh i tes. One  member warns, "To 
you race-tra i to rs, do you be l i eve tha t  when the wh i te race fa l l s  there w i l l  be a 
p l ace for you i n  a d a rk wor ld? No  . . .  They w i l l  do to you everyth i ng  we have ever 
done them and worse. The race war i s  a l ready u pon us .  J ust  look at Rhodes i a  and  
South Afr ica ." Not on ly  i s  the fea r  that  the v io l ence w i l l  turn onto wh i tes, bu t  
t ha t  t he  persecut ion w i l l  be genoc i d a l , no t  j u s t  eventu a l l y  destroy ing t he  wh i te 
race but  exti ngu i s h i ng  wh i tes today. Extreme pa rano i a i s  t h i c k  i n  the conversa
t ions  and denotes a fea r  of  destruct ive retu rn i ng  project ions .  One member wr i tes; 
'''Don't make me exti nct! '  Why do I h ave to j u st i fy my ex istence? When someone 
says they don't ca re i f  wh i tes d i s a ppear, po int at  a wh i te c h i l d  and say, 'So you 
don' t  care i f  she  becomes exti nct?' There i s  no comeback  to th at, and i f  they try, 
they then become easy to tea r  a pa rt. I fight  fo r wh i tes because I want to l i ve and  
I do not h ave to  just i fy my l i fe to  anyone." The i n d i v i d u a l  themse lves and the 
im agi ned wh i te g i r l a re portrayed as  somehow threatened w i th  death by th i s  d a rk 
ons l a ught. 

The theme that  wh i tes a re actu a l l y  t h reatened w i th genoc ide i s  v i s i b l e  
throughout t he  conversat ions on t he  s i te. One  thread  i s  speC i fi c a l l y  ded i cated to 
the quest ion " Is the US Federa l  Government comm i tt ing Genoc ide?," mean i ng  
genoc ide aga i nst wh i tes . The symmetry between w h i te Amer i c a  be i ng  founded 
on the  genOC ide  of N at ive Amer i cans and the present phob i a  by wh i te nat i ona l i sts 
that they themse lves a re exper i enc ing genoc ide  i s  sta rk. Of  the near ly  two - hun 
d red respondents to th i s  q uest ion of  wh i te genOC i de, 85% concu r t h a t  there i s  
cu rrent ly a genOC i d a l  c ampa ign aga i nst wh i tes by t he  U .S .  government. Uncan n i l y  
assoc i at ing t h i s  fear  of ethn i c  persecut ion w i th genOc ide  com m i tted by wh i tes i n  
the making o f  Amer ica ,  one member wr i tes, "Li ke the Cherokee tra i l  o f  tea rs we 
are be ing forced out of our own com mun i t ies  by i nvad i ng  armies  of i l l ega l  i m m i 
grants . . .  a n d  the steady loss of  jobs, forC i ng  us to l i ve i n  non -wh i te commun i t ies .  
" Th roughout  the s i te the v io l ence or ig i n at i ng i n  wh i te su premacy i s  p rojected ou t  
and i m ag i ned i nstead  as a threat to  wh i tes. 

Concluding thoughts and broader ramifications 

The wh i te nat ion a l i sm on Sto rm front represents a n  extreme gro up, yet 
the n at ion they i mag ine and the fea rs they fan, of externa l  d a rk th reats bent on 
destroy ing the nat ion, i m m igrants ste a l i ng jobs, and attacks on the fam i l y  v a l ues 
of patr i a rch a l  heterosexu a l i ty a re w idespread  t h roughout  contem pora ry pop u l a r  
po l i t i cs and cu l ture. And,  even wi th  t h e  i ncreas i ng  d i ffi c u l ty o f  ma i nta i n i ng  seg-
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regated s pace g iven  rac i a l  demograph i c  changes, the rac i a l  segregat ion needed 
to m a i nta i n  a wh i te nat ion fantasy cont inues .  Accord i ng to an  a rt i c l e  in The New 
York li mes M agaz ine from 1995, "wh i tes th i s  t ime  a re not j u st f lee i ng  the c i t i es  
for the s u b u rbs .  They a re l eav ing ent i re metropo l i tan a reas and states- who le  
regi ons- for wh i ter  dest i nat ions . . .  The wh i tes l eav ing h igh - imm igrati on  a reas  
a re those most l i ke l y  to  be com peti ng wi th  imm igrants for jobs ,  s pace, and  cu l 
tu ra l p r i m acy." B y  the yea r  2025 wh i l e  demograph i c  trends show t h a t  twe lve 
states w i l l  h a ve popu l at ions that a re l ess than 60 percent wh i te, twelve states 
w i l l  h ave wh i te pop u l at ions exceed i ng  85 percent. A l though fou r  decades h ave 
passed s i nce the str i k i ng  down of  J i m  Crow l aws and m u l t i cu l tu ra l i s m  is now 
m a i nstream ,  wh i tes cont i nue to p rove the i r  a l leg i ance is to l i v i ng  in rac i a l l y  ho 
mogenous  com m u n i t ies  even when that  req u i res mov ing  trans - region a l l y. 

Wh i te su premacy has  not been destroyed i n  the post -C iv i l R ights Amer
i c a  i t  h a s  s i m p l y  been transformed.  I be l i eve that  the a parthe i d  consc ience seen 
in the wh i te nat iona l i st movement i s  he l pfu l  to understand th i s  rep roduct ion  of  
wh i te s u p remacy i n  Amer ica .  I n  the past forty years many c i v i l r ights l aws h ave 
been i m p lemented and schoo l  curr i c u l um  has changed to i ncorporate a b roader  
understand i ng  of Amer i can  h i story wh i ch  recogn i zes rac i sm .  But can  th i s  l eg
i s l a t ion  c h ange the cu l tu re created over a centu ry and a ha l f  of l ega l i zed rac 
i sm  w h i ch was  organ ized no t  on ly  a round i nst itut i ona l i zed s up rem acy bu t  a l so 
i n tern a l i zed  symbo l i c a l l y  on an  i n d i v i d u a l  l evel and i m bedded i n  mora l i ty? Wh i l e 
m u l t i c u l tu ra l i sm c h a l l enges some aspects of wh i te s up remacy, i t  stops wel l short 
of  recogn i z i ng  the way  that  wh i teness as  a su p remac i s t  concept and  cong lomera
t ion  of  p ract i ces i s  i nseparab l y  connected to nati ona l i s t  p ract ices and i dent i ty. Un 
l i ke ant i - rac i sm wh i ch  exp l i c i t l y  pO i nts to t he  re l a t ion between power and  race, 
m u l t i c u l tura l i sm  is not d i rected at end ing wh i te su premacy but on represent i ng  or 
ce l eb rat i ng d i fferent races, thus  wh i teness rema i ns the unnamed and oppress ive 
norm l eft i nv i s i b l e  to wh i tes. 

Ex p lor i ng the re l a t ionsh i ps between wh i te s up rem acy and nat ion a l i sm  
com p l i ca tes both ant i - rac i s t  strateg ies for c ha l l eng ing wh i te s up rem acy as we l l  
a s  po i nts to some d i stu rb ing potent i a l  futu re trends i n  race re l at ions i n  Amer i ca .  I t  
seems th at efforts a t  a nti - rac i s t  educat ion and organ iz i ng  w i l l  b e  h am pered wi th 
out  understa nd i ng the ro l e  that  subconsc ious fea rs and i rrat i ona l  p rojecti ons may 
p l ay  i n  secur i ng  a wh i te i dent i ty. There i s  great i rony of cou rse i n  understand i ng 
wh i teness as based on rac i a l  fea rs and mora l i ty, fo r wh i teness i s  i tsel f the ca use of 
wides p read  rac i a l  te rror  and a mora l  system b ased on v io l ent exc l u s i ons .  As Da
v id  Roed iger wr i tes, wh i teness i s  the "terr i fy ing attempt to  b u i l d  an  i dent i ty based 
on wha t  one i s n't and what one can ho l d  back," wh i teness h as a lways req u i red 
s ign i fi cant v io l ence to bo l ster the fac;ade of rac i a l  d i fference. What  I be l i eve t h i s  
study  i s  usefu l  i n  exp l i cat i ng i s  that  wh i l e  wh i te su premacy i s  c l ea r l y  perpetu ated 
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by a sense of wh i te rac i a l  su per ior i ty and enti t l ement, that  much  rac ist  act ion 
may  a l so  be perpetu ated by terro r, a terror  ba sed on expos ing wh i te mora l i ty 
as h av ing an i n herent ly mendac ious  c ha racter and for perpetu at ing traged ies  o f  
ep i c  p roport ions .  What  wh i te nat ion a l i sts a l so show us i s  t h e  d i ffi cu l ty i n  ta l k i ng  
abou t  wh i teness w i thout  a l so  ta l k i ng  a bout  gender as a structu r ing e lement of  
wh i te rac i a l  i dent i ty. 

On the l evel of  b roader  cu l tura l  po l i t i cs  there a re a l so many concerns .  
With the cont i nued d i s i ntegrat ion of com mun i t i es, trad i t ion a l  gender ro les, and 
economies due to the constant desta b i l i z i ng  potent i a l  of  g l oba l i zed l ate -ca p i ta l 
i s m  there a re m any reasons for a l l  of  us  to fee l  u ncerta i n  of  o u r  very locat ions and  
i dent i t ies .  For wh i tes, th i s  soc i a l  and econom i c  d i sso l ut ion, cou p led w i th rac i a l  
transformat ion a n d  a s l ow, i f  s l ight, loss of  rac i a l  pr iv i lege may  b e  a moti vat ion to 
b l ame chang ing rac i a l  concepts for the b roader  soc i a l  and economic  i nsta b i l i ty of  
cap i t a l i sm .  Noam Chomsky a rgues tha t  i n  the U.S . ,  " a  de l i berate po l i cy  i s  d r i v i ng  
t he  country toward a k i nd  of th i rd wor ld  mode l ,  w i th  sectors of great pr i v i l ege, 
growi ng numbers of  peop l e  s i nk i ng i n to poverty or  rea l  m i sery, and a su perfl u 
o u s  popu l at ion confi ned i n  s l ums  or  expe l l ed  rap i d l y  i nto the pr ison system." I n  
response to these grow ing cr i ses, "peop le  who wou l d  have been work ing to b u i l d  
the C l O  6 0  years ago a re now jo i n i ng pa ram i l i ta ry organ izat i ons ." Xenophob i a  
and sectar i an i sm m a y  wel l be more a ppea l i ng, comforti ng, a n d  easy to grasp  t han  
t he  mass i ve fl ux  and i neq u a l i ty created by neo l i bera l g l oba l  c ap i ta l i sm .  

With pressu re on states to decrease soc i a l  spend i ng, effecti vel y cutt i ng  
safety networks, the fea r  of  destab i l i zat ion i s  i ndeed a rea l  one .  The comfort found  
i n  i m ag in ing and defend ing  t he  im age of  the na t i on  as  a secure rac i a l  home gov
erned by one's core va l ues may be the a ppea l i ng opt ion .  McLaren wr ites, 'Wh ite
ness offers a safe 'home' for those im per i led by the fl u x  of ch ange. Wh i teness can  
be cons i dered as a conscr i pt ion of the process of pos i t ive se l f- i dent i fi cat ion i nto 
the service of domi nat ion through i nscr i b i ng  i dent ity i n to an onto-ep i stemo log i c a l  
framework of 'us' versus  'them .'" Whereas  McLa ren h i nts t h a t  i t  i s  c ap i ta l i sm  
wh i c h  must be  contested i n  order  to c h a l l enge rac i sm,  I be l i eve i t  i s  c l e a r l y  t he  
oppos i te wh i ch we  must be wary of, t h a t  i t  i s  rac i sm wh i c h  w i l l  i n h i b i t  ou r  a b i l i ty 
to c h a l l enge the monopo ly  of wa r-d r iven cap i t a l i sm  and i ts devastat ing effects on 
h uman i ty and the envi ronment. 

Fo r wh i tes, t h i s  soc i a l  and econom i c  d i sso l ut ion, cou p led  w i th rac i a l  
transformat ion a n d  a s l ow, i f  s l ight, l oss of rac i a l  p r i v i l ege may  be a mot ivat ion 
to b l ame chang ing rac i a l  concepts for the broader soc i a l  i nsta b i l i ty of c ap i ta l i sm .  
Cou p led w i th decreas i ng  p u b l i c  space to open l y  d i scuss th i s  s ign ificant  pheno m 
enon, Stormfront's cap i t a l izat ion o f  t h e  i n ternet may  p rove a successfu l  tact i c. 
As Swa i n  a rgues, the anonymity of  the i nternet may  be one of the l ast p l a ces 
where many wh i tes fee l  they may free ly exp ress the i r  amb iva lence, fru strat ion ,  
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and  confus ion  about  race. Many wh i tes end u p  on Stormfront seem ing ly  w i th a 
pos i t ive i ntent ion of  fi nd i ng a way to fee l  p roud of  the i r  h i story, c u l tu re, and  race 
and d i scuss  the i r  concerns. The l i m i ted fra mework and representat ion of  v iews i n  
the  cha trooms  l ead  many to become i ndoctri n ated i n to wh i te nat ion a l i s t  i deo logy. 
But, the b roader  cu l tura l  m i l i eu  a l so encou rages th i s  phenomenon .  Swa i n  con 
c l udes tha t  the cu rrent soc i a l  dynam i c  i n  Amer i c a  can  on ly  "nou ri s h  wh i te rac i a l  
consc iousness and wh i te nat ion a l i sm" wh i ch  she a rgues i s  "the next l og i c a l  stage 
for i dent i ty po l i t i c s  i n  Amer i ca ." The wh i te nat ion a l i st movement i s  s uccessfu l l y  
pedd l i n g  i ts d i v i s i ve a n d  v io l ent message a n d  expand i ng i ts base th rough bo l ster
i n g  rac i st mora l i ty, my hope is that the ant i - rac i s t  movement does a better job of 
d i sm ant l i ng  it . 
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